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Men’s Breakfast 

 

Walton Evangelical Church 

 

7th Commandment  "You shall not commit adultery." 

 

Deuteronomy:5:18  

 

(Plus Additional material:  Deut 22:13 – 23:14) 

 

 

Introduction  

 

1. Any matter relating to marriage is very important as it affects the very fabric of 

our society. Communities are built upon families where marriage, in the past at least, 

has been held in honour. Yet, it is also a very sensitive subject as it is possible within 

every congregation there are those who have passed through the gates of adultery 

and divorce. It must be remembered that adultery is not the sin of all sins. We tend to 

rate sexual sins in a class above all other misdemeanours, whereas the Bible rates 

pride and unbelief as the top sins. If anyone has been subject to adultery then it must 

be recognised that “the blood of Jesus cleanses us from all sin” (1 John 1:7). We 

would want to add the words of Jesus, “Go and sin no more”. 

 

2. General remarks on the subject of “adultery”.  

 

 Did you know that about one third of those getting happily married at this present 

time will end in divorce? The details are that 2.8 marriages fail, ending in divorce. A 

vast majority of divorces occur through sexual immorality caused by one of the 

partners. Adultery is common in society. Furthermore, second and third marriages 

have a much lower rate of success than first marriages. Whilst it is thought that the 

grass in the other field is always greener, the truth is that it is not, and in fact it can 

be of a much poorer quality. But such is the deception of sin.  

 

 When a stone is dropped into a pond it creates circles of ripples that get wider and 

wider. When a married couple decide to get divorced little thought is often given to 

those others who will be affected. The ripples get wider and wider reaching first the 

children, then grandchildren, grandparents, aunts and uncles, and friends. Within this 
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ever increasing group the affect of divorce on children can be incalculable. Studies 

have shown that divorce leaves a trail of damage in the lives of children who have to 

learn to live within broken homes. These studies show that children from broken 

homes can suffer delinquency, depression and poor educational attainments. The 

emotional damage to young children can be immeasurable and is usually carried 

through into adulthood affecting their own marriages. Apparently there are more than 

thirty thousand children under the age of five who are victims of their parents’ 

divorce.  

 

  

1. Learning from the Commandment  

 

1:1 Background to the Commandment 

 

 Israel did not live in isolation. Their surrounding neighbours had their own forms of 

lifestyle which differed much from that which was expected of them by Yahweh. 

Infidelity and promiscuity was practiced and sanctioned by the other nations. In 

particular it was part of the cultus. Worship for foreign nations included much sexual 

practice. 

 

 The religion of Canaan majored in Baal and Ashtoreth worship. These were fertility 

gods. Unlike Egypt which had the Nile to water the crops, Canaan had to depend on 

the twice yearly rains. Baal and his female partner Ashtoreth were the gods of the 

weather. In order to placate the gods so that the fields and cattle would be 

productive, worship had to be of a sexual nature. Indeed, the more sex that could be 

committed the more likely would the gods be pleased and send the rain. There would 

be sex between men and women with repeated orgies, men with men, women with 

women, children with adults, children with children, men and women with animals. It 

was a sex ridden society. It was for this reason that the OT “Song of Solomon” was 

written as an attempt in the 10th century BC to show the true meaning of sex 

between and man and a woman in marriage based on true love. 

 

 This was the background to the OT. With this in mind we begin to understand why it 

was that God was so strict with Israel when dealing with matters of sex. In order to 

maintain the stability of Israelite society which was based on the stability of each 

individual family, rigid laws regarding marriage, adultery, sexual intercourse had to 

be given. Severe punishments were added so that these laws could be enforced. 
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Without these strict laws curbing promiscuity the very fabric of Israelite society would 

be in danger of breaking down. The family unit was the very foundation of the nation. 

 

1:2 The Commandment: “And you shall not commit adultery” (Deut 5:18,  Exodus 20:14) 

 

The Hebrew “not” here signifies a permanent prohibition. This is an emphatic 

statement meaning that at no time and on no occasion can adultery be permitted or 

tolerated.  

 

 This commandment is closely related to all the other commandments in the second 

half of the Decalogue. They are all related to the preserving of family life which is the 

bedrock of the nation itself.  

 

The 5th commandment, “Honour your father and your mother”, is linked to family 

relations with parents & grandparents; 6th commandment, "'You shall not murder”  

has to do with the sanctity of individual lives that are within families and would be 

destroyed through murder; the 8th commandment “You shall not steal” is about 

personal possessions, without which a man could not care for his family; the 9th 

commandment “And you shall not bear false witness against your neighbour” is 

about truthfulness and honesty in the neighbourhood which is made up of individual 

families; and 10th commandment “You shall not covet…”  which forms the very 

foundation of all the six commandments showing that failure always begins in the 

mind with greed for another woman or man would lead to the failure of the family. All 

the Commandments relate to the family and the collection of families that make up 

the nation. The 7th commandment, “You shall not commit adultery”, standing in the 

middle, provides the basic, down-to-earth foundation for the sanctity of all family life.  

 

 It is for this reason that the punishment for adultery was death: Leviticus 20:10 "If a 

man commits adultery with the wife of his neighbour, both the adulterer and the 

adulteress shall surely be put to death”. If adultery was permitted or even received a 

very minor punishment, it would allow the very fabric of Israelite society to decay 

through the breakdown of family life. God is the God of families. The family unit is His 

creation and without it society is in danger of complete failure. 
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2. Learning from the NT teaching 

 

a) The Interpretation of the Commandment in the teaching of Jesus in  Matt 5:27-28   

 

In the Hebrew text of the 7th Commandment (Deut 5:18 & Exodus 20:4) there are 

only two words.ף � �א ִּתְנָאֽ ֹ  Yet, in the teaching of Jesus here in Matthew .(lo tenaf) ְול

as He expounds this Commandment there are thirty-six words. Does this same 

something about the importance of the exposition given to us by Jesus? 

 

"You have heard that it was said, 'You shall not commit adultery.' 28 But I say to you 

that everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has already committed 

adultery with her in his heart" (Matt 5:27-28). 

 

     i] The Spirituality of the Law. 

 

Jesus does not correct the OT. He corrects the narrow external application and 

interpretation laid upon the OT text by the Pharisees and Scribes. If we interpret the 

Ten Commandments in the light of the 10th Commandment we shall realize that they 

all have a spiritual element. The 10th Commandment is all about coveting, but where 

does this coveting exist? It is exists in the mind, the heart. This 10th Commandment, 

therefore, enables us to apply a spiritual meaning to the whole of the Decalogue.  

 

This is how the Apostle Paul experienced the conviction of sin that probably led to 

his conversion. In Romans 7 he describes how there was a time when he viewed the 

Law of God from an external perspective only. He says in vs 9a  "I was once alive 

apart from the law,."  He means by this that, as a Pharisee he felt to be spiritually 

alive, healthy and acceptable to God when he was “without the Law”, that is, without 

a spiritual understanding of the Law. Just like the Pharisee in the parable of Jesus 

who boasted in his fulfilment of the Law, so Paul felt that “under the Law” he was 

“blameless” (Phil 3:6). Yet something happened to him; "but when the 

commandment came, sin came alive and I died."(vs 9b). This means that the 

spiritual aspect of the Law suddenly came to him. The effect was devastating as he 

humbled him. What was the Law that came to him? It was the 10th Commandment, 

"For I would not have known what it is to covet if the law had not said, "You shall not 
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covet." (vs 7). The significance of the 10th Commandment with its spiritual content hit 

him suddenly and led to his repentance. 

  

We have never known the Law until we begin to see it as Paul did. In your 

interpretation of the Commandments do not stop at a mere external application. It 

must be interpreted as a spiritual Command that relates to the mind and heart. 

Christianity is a religion of the heart. In reality it is not really a religion at all because it 

is not based on external practices, rituals and ceremonies.  

 

 It is for this reason that Jesus insists that the 7th Commandment is understood 

spiritually. It is not good enough for us to pride ourselves in the knowledge that we 

have not committed adultery. We have to go on to ask about the mind; the thoughts; 

the fantasizing; pictures of the mind.  

 

        ii] The Spirituality of the 7th Commandment 

 

So Jesus extends the Commandment to include these penetrating words, “I say to 

you that everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has already committed 

adultery with her in his heart."  

 

We must differentiate between the man who merely “looks at a woman” from the 

“looking at a woman with lustful intent”. There are two ways of “looking”. But the 

“looking” of which Jesus speaks is that of a continuous staring at a woman with the 

intention of enjoying an experience of sexual pleasure. The person is aiming to 

undress the woman in his mind and fantasizes about having intercourse with her. 

The Greek word “look” gives the impression of a long continuous gazing at the 

woman, and then adds a purpose clause, “in order to lust her”. It is pornography in 

the mind. It is an act of “adultery” that has occurred “in the heart”. 

 

 But how can it be called “adultery”? How can a non-married man be guilty of this? 

From the standpoint of the NT, sexual intercourse of either an unmarried or a 

married man with someone else's wife was regarded as adultery, both on the part of 

the man as well as the woman. It seems as if the NT does not specify that the man 

committing the actual sin of “adultery” has to be married or unmarried; or that the 

woman in question is either married or unmarried. 
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b) The Application of the Commandment in the teaching of Jesus: Matt 5:29-30 

 

          "If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. For it is better that 

you lose one of your members than that your whole body be thrown into hell. 30 And 

if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. For it is better that 

you lose one of your members than that your whole body go into hell." (Matt 5:29-30) 

 

i]  These words show the Importance of Sanctification 

 

Why does Jesus add these words to His teaching? The words in these verses are 

quite alarming. Why does Jesus talk about hell in the context of sanctification? Why 

is it that Jesus does not just confine His teaching on hell to an evangelistic message 

addressed to unbelievers?  

 

The answer is simple. This is what Jesus is doing; He is looking at the teaching on 

hell in verse 30 in the light of His teaching on sanctification in vs 29. Sanctification 

must never be viewed as an unnecessary adjunct to the Christian life. Given that we 

preach justification by grace through faith, it is very easy to slip into the antinomian 

mode. We might easily argue that as we are not saved through “works of 

righteousness” such “works” are unnecessary. Surely, salvation is based on grace 

and faith in the work of Christ. There is no salvation through works. Yet, as James 

shows us the only way we can demonstrate our faith is through our works; "So also 

faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead." (James 2:17). He then went on to 

say this, " But someone will say, "You have faith and I have works." Show me your 

faith apart from your works, and I will show you my faith by my works."  

 

The truth is this. We might not be saved by our works, but we cannot be saved 

without our works. What are these “works? The answer for us is found in our study of 

the Ten Commandments – these Commandments which are expounded an applied 

throughout the NT. And especially in relation to the 7th Commandment which is 

expounded for us by Jesus in Matthew 5:27-28. 

 

Sanctification is so important in the mind of Jesus that in order to underline the 

significance of this Commandment He has to add this powerful exhortation along 

with its terrible warning in verses 29-30. 
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ii]  These words show how to practice Sanctification 

 

"If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away…. " And if your right 

hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away."  

 

The focus here is upon a radical treatment of sin. Jesus is not saying that this must 

be a physical amputation because if the “right eye” and the “right hand” were to be 

removed, we would be left with a “left eye” and a “left hand”. The reference to the 

“right” emphasizes anything that is of great importance to us as would be the “right 

hand”.  

 

The question is this; “How should we treat the importance of Jesus’ interpretation of 

the 7th Commandment?” Of course, this emphasis is not to be confined to this 

Commandment alone, as it applies to all areas of sanctification.  

 

Sanctification in all areas requires radical, harsh, violent, drastic treatment. Sin of this 

nature must not be treated smoothly, kindly or gently. It must not be excused on the 

basis of the strength of temptation or our own personal weakness. No, the very 

appearance of this sin must be dealt with vigorously and with force. It must be 

wrenched our; dragged out with brutality. Such a sin is your enemy. You must not be 

sympathetic with your enemy.  

 

The “right eye” that is the window to the soul which is the faculty that “looks lustfully 

at a woman” must be metaphorically cut out. In practice we must act instantly the 

moment we see this sin arising in our minds. Luther said that we cannot stop the 

birds from flying over our heads, but we can stop them from making nests in our hair! 

Temptation cannot be avoided all the time, but we can prevent temptation from 

turning into full blown sin.  

 

Listen to the words of Job 31:1 "I have made a covenant with my eyes; how then 

could I gaze at a virgin?"  Many years before Jesus gave His teaching, Job knew of 

the temptations that would lead to sin. He therefore made a “covenant” – possibly 

with God or even with himself – that he would not sin with the lustful eye. He made a 

promise; he realized his weakness. 

 

We might do well to follow the example of Job. Given that we live in a deeply 

pornographic age it becomes increasingly difficult to obey the 7th Commandment as 
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interpreted by Jesus. Our scientific age has made it possible for all kinds of 

pornographic material to be provided for our entertainment without having to 

purchase magazines from the top shelf of a News Agent shop. The television with 

DVDs and the computer has allowed us to relish such material behind closed doors. 

 

It is of concern that many pastors, deacons, elders and Christian teachers are 

viewing such material. Whilst they may argue that they are not actually viewing 

known women, they are in fact looking at real women and breaking the 

Commandment.  

 

iii] These words show the seriousness of this Sin 

 

"For it is better that you lose one of your members than that your whole body be 

thrown into hell…..For it is better that you lose one of your members than that your 

whole body go into hell."  

 

Why does Jesus attach His teaching on hell to the subject of sanctification? He does 

so because He is emphasizing the terrible nature of sin and its seriousness in the 

eyes of God. Sanctification must be viewed in the context of hell. Why? It is because 

if we neglect sanctification then it is evident that we are not converted and that sin 

will eventually lead us to hell.  

 

We must not view sanctification lightly. Sin must not be excused or treated 

superficially. Unless we consider sin seriously in our lives we will one day find 

ourselves facing God on the last Day without being justified in Christ.  

 

This is what Jesus is saying. It makes sense to be willing to deprive yourself of some 

brief moments of sexual pleasure – cutting off the right eye and hand – if it means 

that you will eventually avoid ending up in hell. It is reasonable; it makes sense; it is 

rational, and it is logical. Don’t throw away your place in heaven which will last for 

eternity, merely for a few moments of sexual lust. It is not worth it. You will live in 

eternity to regret it.  
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Conclusion  

 

1. What do we do if and when we have committed this sin and broken the spiritual 

nature of the 7th Commandment? Is there any forgiveness? The answer of course is 

“Yes”.  

 

First, we need to look at the arrangement of the material in Exodus. The flow of the 

narrative from 19:25 appears to continue at 20:18. If this is the case the narrative 

does not end until 31:18 which reads, “And he gave to Moses, when he had finished 

speaking with him on Mount Sinai, the two tablets of the testimony, tablets of stone, 

written with the finger of God”. It is as this point that the Ten Commandments from 

Exodus 20 seems to fit in more appropriately.  

 

But what is the significance of this? Apart from Exodus 21 – 23, known as “The Book 

of the Covenant” which contains various civil laws, 25-31 contains the instructions for 

the Tabernacle. The Tabernacle represents the forgiving mercy of God when the 

High Priest applied the blood of the sacrifice to the top of the Mercy Seat in the Holy 

of Holies.  

 

In other words, before God gives the Law with its strictness, He knows that we will 

fail. He therefore, in His mercy and grace provides for our forgiveness before He 

gives us the Law.  

 

2. So, when we turn to the NT we know from 1 John 1:9 “If we confess our sins, he is 

faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness”. 

The “Mercy Seat” is always available to us when we truly repent. The grace of God is 

sufficient to cover all our sins - whatever sins they are. John enforces this for us in 

the second chapter when he says, “My little children, I am writing these things to you 

so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the 

Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.  He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for 

ours only but also for the sins of the whole world” (1 John 2:1-2). 

 

We always need to know that “the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin” (1 

John 1:7). We must take note of the all inclusive words “all sin”. There can be no sin 

that is beyond the cleansing power of the blood of Jesus. He remains our Mediator 

between God and man; He continues to be our “propitiation” as He acts on our 

behalf as our High Priest. 
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3. But, here is the warning. You cannot hide behind God’s gracious offer of forgiveness 

and take advantage of His kindness by repeating this sin knowing that you can 

always return and repent. The danger is that we take advantage of God’s grace, 

thinking that we can continue in sin because grace will always be available for our 

forgiveness. We might not actually put it into words, but we can say, “God will 

forgive; that’s His job, which is what He is there for”. 

 

This is dangerous talk. There can be no forgiveness if we have a determination to 

simply to return to the old sins and practices on the basis that forgiveness can be 

ours when we are ready to repent. This is not true repentance. The meaning of 

repentance is “a change of mind”. There has to be a resolve not to commit that sin 

again. 

 

4. However, given that we are fallible human people there is the possibility that we will 

fall again even if we have truly repented and have resolved not to sin again. Luther 

said, “I can resist absolutely anything except temptation”. This is true. We are weak, 

we battle against the powers of spiritual wickedness in high places (Eph 6:10ff). 

Sometimes Satan is too powerful for us and to our dismay we fall again and again.  

 

5. What do we do when this happens? This is what Proverbs 24:16 says, “…the 

righteous falls seven times and rises again”. This may be true of us. We fall again 

and again. But what do we do? “We rise again”. We get back in the saddle, as it 

were. We will not be beaten. We will repent from the heart and then we will resolve to 

use all means to defeat the enemy. Remember that famous speech of Churchill 

when, during the war there was the threat of a German invasion, he said, “we will not 

give in; we will fight them on the beaches, we shall fight on the landing grounds, we 

shall fight in the fields and in the streets, we shall fight in the hills; we shall never 

surrender…” So, we also, will never surrender to this sin. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

********************************************************************* 
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Additional Material:  Deut 22:13-23:8 

 

 

3. Learning from the additional teaching Deut 22:13 -23:8 

 

3:1 In this section further laws regarding sexual behaviour are given to re-enforce the 

commandment of Deut 5:18. Given the life style of the sexual habits of the 

surrounding nations it is important for Israel to be able to apply the law to specific 

cases.  

 

3:2 The contents of this passage can be summarised:- 

  

 1.  22:13-21  Evidence of no pre-sexual intercourse in a woman 

 

2.  22:22       Punishment for man and woman caught in act of adultery 

 

3.  22:23-30  Unlawful sexual intercourse: consenting adultery (23-24); rape of    wife 

(25-27); consenting sex (28-29); prohibition of marriage to step-mother (30). 

 

4. 23:1-6      Persons prohibited from the Covenant People (eunuchs: illegitimate 

children & born of incest; certain foreigners). 

 

5. 23:7-8      Persons allowed to be a part of the Covenant People (Edomites; 

Egyptians & their children) 

 

3:2 1.    Evidence of no pre-sexual intercourse in a woman 22:13-21 

 

 A case might arise where a man adopts a certain dislike for his newly married wife. 

He wants to divorce her and so manufactures a false charge of adultery towards her.  

 

 He “accuses her of misconduct” (vs 14), meaning that prior to marriage she has had 

intercourse with another man, “I did not find in her evidence of virginity”. It is 

probable that he saying that the woman is not menstruating because she has had a 

child by another man.  
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 This is a trumped up charge probably to rid himself of his wife without having to 

divorce her. The charge is dangerous because if it was true it would result in the 

woman’s execution. The punishment for adultery is death. 

 

 In answer to this serious charge, the woman’s father (note how the father takes the 

lead; the woman appears to have no voice and is treated as a third party) must 

provide evidence with the woman’s soiled clothing (vs 15-17). The woman would 

then we cleared of all offence. 

 

 In the event of a false accusation the husband does not go unpunished. However, 

his punishment was not to be the death penalty as one might expect on the basis of 

Deut 19:19. The man receives a public “whipping” (vs 18) and he will have to pay a 

fine of a “hundred shekels of silver” to give to the father.  

 

 Although in this case the woman herself does not have a legal status, she is 

nevertheless protected from a husband who was determined to end her life with a 

false accusation.  

 

2. Punishment for man and woman caught in act of adultery  22:22 

 

This is a case of consenting adultery where the woman as well as the man freely 

engages in extra-marital intercourse.  

 

Here the Law teaches that both the man and the woman must suffer for their 

transgression. This is dissimilar to the case of the woman taken in adultery in John 

8:2-11 where only the woman was the focus of attention. The fact that the woman 

has to be put to death shows that in the OT the woman was not regarded as merely 

the property of the husband. Why destroy one's property? No crime against property 

receives the punishment of death.   

 

 3.  Unlawful sexual intercourse: Deut 22:23-23:8 (30) 

 

a) The first is consenting adultery between a man and a man’s fiancé  (23-24).   

 

Betrothal, engagement, was regarded as marriage in Hebrew practice. This is why 

Joseph was considering a divorce from Mary his betrothed wife (Matt 1:19). 

Therefore, sexual intercourse with such a woman engaged to be married was the 
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same as adultery. In verse 23 the Hebrew ארׂש "betrothed" is used; in vs 24 the 

Hebrew ִאָּׁשה "wife" (Heb “woman” as there is no separate Hebrew word for “wife”).  

 

The woman has to be punished with death along with the man because, it would 

appear, that she was consenting to this unlawful act, "because she did not cry for 

help".  When it says, "and lies with her" (vs 23) this does not imply force or rape as 

vs 25 does. 

 

b) The second is rape of a betrothed woman (25-27).  

 

In this case she "cried for help" (vs 27) even though no one came to her rescue. In 

this case, the woman is not at fault and will not be punished. The man, however, has 

committed an unlawful act which is so serious that it is the same as murder, "this 

case is like that of a man attacking and murdering his neighbour" (vs 26) and so , he 

will die (vs 25). Of course, the Judge would only have the woman's word that she is 

innocent and did cry for help. 

 

c) The third case, is that of consenting extra-marital sex (28-29). 

 

Here it is the case of a woman who is neither betrothed or married (28). The Hebrew 

word  תפׂש (thfas) means “to lay hold of, seize (with the hand). This is not such a 

strong word as  חזק in verse 25. Whether "rape" is the right word as used in the NIV 

is debateable.  

 

In this case the woman was not married or betrothed and so no adultery has been 

committed. However, this practice is not permitted in Israel and there are certain 

conditions and punishments laid upon the man (vs 29).  

 

He has to pay a fine to the father, and must marry the woman. Furthermore, he is not 

ever allowed to divorce her. The girl, after having had sexual intercourse, would be 

unlikely to marry any other man. So she is thereby protected through a life long 

marriage with no instant get-out for the man. But although the woman is apparently 

not judged she has to marry the man. 
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Children (in this case the young woman) were regarded as the property of the father, 

but never the wife. So, in this instance, the father has been violated and so a fine it 

paid to him.  

 

d) The fourth case is the prohibition of marriage to step-mother (30).  

 

The wife of the father would be either the step-mother to the son, or one of his 

father's other wives, not his birth mother. The purpose of this law is to protect the 

integrity of the family especially within the extended family. This law was broken in 

the NT and received Paul's stern rebuke (1 Cor 5:1ff). 

 

 4.     Persons prohibited from the Covenant People 23:1-6 

 

 a) Males with maimed bodies. The “assembly of the Lord” (vs 1) represents a 

gathering of people, probably for the purposes of worship (Numb 10:7). The 

reference here to some physical disfigurement may refer to the practice of self-harm 

or self-mutilation which in the Near East was often for religious purposes. These 

practices along with the religions they represented were totally rejected by Israel. 

The same rule applied to those aspiring to the priesthood (Lev 21:17-20). It is 

doubtful that this has reference to damage through accident or illness. 

 

 b) Regarding certain children (2).  It is possible that it refers to a child of mixed 

parentage-Hebrew and pagan. The Hebrew ר  stands for children born out of ַמְמֵז

wedlock but also born of incest or marriage that broke the prohibited degrees of 

relationship (Lev 18:6). 

 

 c) Certain foreigners (3-6). Not all foreigners are excluded as verses 7-8 

demonstrate. The historical reasons are given in this passage especially as God had 

to turn the curses of Moab into blessings for His people.  

 

 d) Certain foreigners allowed (7-8). Verse 7 (Heb 8). Opposite to the prohibitions in 

the previous verse, the Edomites and Egyptians are to be treated as "brothers", 

which means they are included within the covenant community of Israel. In respect of 

Egypt it is probable that Moses is referring to the early days when Egypt welcomed 

Joseph and his family, and is thinking about the days prior to the oppression.  
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In respect of the Edomite it is probable that the nation's origin from Esau, the brother 

of Jacob is remembered. In both cases, Moses is drawing Israel's thinking to the far 

distant past, ensuring that they do not forget.  

 

Verse 8 (Heb 9). Confirmation is given here that children born to the Edomites and 

Egyptians of the "third generation" can be included within the covenant people. 

 

 

 

 

Richard Lee. May 2013 


