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Studies in Church History 

The Eighteenth Century Revival 

The Life of George Whitefield 

Introduction  

In our first lecture on the Eighteenth Century Revival we surveyed the entire movement 

touching only superficially upon certain characters. Hopefully, our glance at the social 

and religious background offered us an insight into the prevailing immoral and ungodly 

situation into which God was able to pour out His Spirit, showing us beyond doubt that 

the Awakening was due solely to the activity of God. Our studies in this subject, I 

believe, will inspire us to seek after God for a similar out-pouring and simultaneously 

demonstrate for us the kind of ministry which God is pleased to bless. If God has done 

this in the eighteenth century, He can do it in the twenty-first!  

George Whitefield was, without doubt, the foremost leader of the Evangelical Revival in 

England, and also in the United States of America. Although he stood with others in the 

Revival, Whitefield was a pioneer. He was the first to engage in outdoor preaching; the 

first to set the "new birth" at the heart of the evangelical message of his era; the first to 

realise the need to evangelise in an assertive and aggressive manner; the first to see 

converts gathered in such large numbers; the first to employ lay preachers; the first to 

hold a conference in Wales; the first to mission in Scotland, and the first to make contact 

with the American Awakening. Indeed, there may never have been a Revival if it had not 

been for George Whitefield. It has been stated by the late Dr Martyn Lloyd-Jones that,  

“Of all the men of the 18th century whom God raised up to do that marvellous work 

called the "Evangelical Awakening", none was more remarkable than George Whitefield. 

Of few men can it be said that his preaching was "apostolic" in character; but it can 

certainly be said of George Whitefield. His whole career from beginning to end was an 

amazing phenomenon and his Herculean labours both in Great Britain and America can 

only be explained by the power of the Holy Spirit".  
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1.  Whitefield's Early Years  

a) George Whitefield was born in Gloucester in 1714. Other famous names are 

connected with this town, for example, William Tyndale the famous Reformer whose 

vision was to translate the bible into modern English for the ordinary layman to read, was 

born in Gloucester. The famous John Hooper, that great 'Puritan' before his time, even 

though he was a Reformer of the 16th century was Bishop of Gloucester until he was 

burned at the stake in Queen Mary's reign.  

b) Whitefield was born the son of an Innkeeper, the Bell Inn in 1714. His father died 

when he was very young and his mother maintained the business for many years 

afterwards. The Inn is still standing to this day. Of his early life little is known. In his 

Journals he states that he was a notorious sinner, given to "breaking the Sabbath 

especially behaving most irreverently in the sanctuary of God, lying, filthy talking, a 

theatre goer, a card-player, and a romance reader". He states that stealing from his 

mother which he considered to be no stealing at all, and he had no scruples about taking 

money from her pocket before she was up. Whitefield confessed to spending much 

money and time in plays and the common entertainments of the age. Whitefield's 

journals indicates that from time to time he seemed to feel the pains of conscience, but 

he speedily sought to suppress such experiences lest they should urge him towards a 

changed life style. When, in later years, preaching on Jeremiah 6:14, “They have healed 

the wound of my people lightly, saying, `Peace, peace,' when there is no peace”; he 

states, "...I know what it is to live a life of sin, I was obliged to sin in order to stifle 

conviction".  

c) At school he was noted for his good elocution and memory, and was known for 

presenting long speeches at special events at school. He so enjoyed acting in plays that 

he kept away from school for days reading and rehearsing his plays. He was, from a 

young age, always fond of being a clergyman and frequently used to imitate the 

ministers reading prayers. Before his schooling was completed, he chose to devote 

himself to the support of his mother in the Inn, believing that as his mother would never 

be able to afford for him to enter university, it would be more useful for him to learn a 

business or trade. So for a further eighteen months, from the age of fifteen, Whitefield 

was to be found working in the Inn putting on his "blue apron and washed and cleaned 
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rooms". He continued in this position until his mother was forced to leave the Inn with the 

business passing to his older brother who had by that time married.  

d) Whitefield, encouraged by a friend, and the provision of funds, chose to return to his 

studies with the hope that he might eventually enter Oxford University. At the age of 

eighteen, Whitefield came to Oxford, the place that God had designed to be the very 

turning point in his life.  

  2. Whitefield's Conversion  

a) It was at Oxford that he became acquainted with the famous Wesley brothers and a 

small band of young men eager to change their ways of living to be more godly and 

spiritual. This little group became known as "Methodists" due to their strict methods of 

living. These men introduced Whitefield to a variety of excellent spiritual books which 

were to have the greatest impact upon his life. Among them was the famous "An 

Imitation of Christ" by Thomas a Kempis; Law's "Serious Call to a Devout and Holy Life"; 

Richard Baxter's "Call to the Unconverted" and Joseph Allleine's “Alarm to the 

Unconverted". He also began to avidly read Matthew Henry's Bible Commentary as he 

sought to soak himself in the scriptures. In later years it was Whitefield's habit to read 

the bible on his knees, praying over every line.  

b) Gradually Whitefield became more and more aware of his sinful state before God. 

However, instead of seeking for relief in the free grace of God, and much misguided by 

the prevailing teaching of his day, sought salvation through good works and acts of 

personal humiliation. Twice a week he fasted, morning and evening he meditated, every 

three hours when the clock struck he would fall to his knees wherever he was and recite 

a prayer. His endeavours to attain this devout and holy life made a wearisome struggle. 

In one of his later sermons based on Jeremiah 23:6, "The Lord our Righteousness" 

Whitefield, possibly speaking from bitter experience, states, "...self-righteousness is the 

last idol that is rooted out of the heart; being once born under a covenant of works it is 

natural for us all to have recourse to a covenant of works for our everlasting salvation".  

c) One day George went to borrow another book. Charles Wesley took down a small 

volume, Scrougal's "Life of God in the heart of men". What he read shocked him, for 

Scrougal was saying, "Few who want to be religious understand what true religion really 
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is, for some place it in the outward man, in a constant course of external duties and a 

model of performances; if they live peaceably with their neighbours, keep temperate diet, 

observe the returns of worship, frequent the church or their closet...they think they have 

sufficiently acquitted themselves". Whitefield was astonished, "Alas, if this be not true 

religion, what is?". He pushed the book away and cried, "Shall I burn this book? Shall I 

throw it down? Or shall I search it?". Finally, taking up the book again, he said, "Lord, if I 

am not a Christian, for Jesus Christ's sake, show me what Christianity is, that I may not 

be damned at last". With increasing patience he took the book and read on, "True 

Religion is a Union of the Soul with God, a real participation of the divine nature, the very 

image of God drawn upon the Soul, or in the Apostle's phrase, it is Christ formed within 

us". George was stunned! He felt as if the whole room was ablaze with light. He saw 

instantly the message of God, "I must be born again a new creature! Christ must be 

formed in me, I must leave no means unused which will lead me nearer to Jesus Christ".  

d) Sadly, however, although Whitefield thought he had grasped the true meaning, he 

was still trapped within the concept that this new birth was be obtained through greater 

religious pursuits. Thus he devoted himself to more humility; resolved to give up tasty 

dishes at the college dinning table; stopped tidying his hair; refused to mend his clothes, 

and denied himself laughter, walking around with cast down eyes. He looked for 

happiness only in the Holy Club or the Church but felt no nearer the new birth, no peace, 

and no light. He began to cast around for more sacrifices and felt that he ought to cut 

himself off from his religious friends in order to devote himself to increased devotions. 

His friends could not understand him, especially the Wesley brothers who themselves 

found confidence before God from their baptismal regeneration (infant baptism within the 

Church of England). It must be remembered that at this point the Wesley brothers were 

not yet converted themselves.  

e) An incident occurred one night in Oxford when Whitefield was walking near to 

Magdalene Bridge. A half-crazed woman came running towards him crying and sobbing. 

She fell at his feet confessing that she had been trying to commit suicide by jumping into 

the river but that someone had dragged her out. She said that her half-starved children 

had driven her to this dreadful act of suicide for which she wanted the forgiveness of 

God. Later he went to visit the woman and her husband who was in prison. He read to 

them both from John chapter three (a chapter he found so difficult to understand). When 

he came to the passage, "As Moses lifted the serpent in the wilderness, even so must 
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the Son of man be lifted up; that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have 

everlasting life. God so loved the world that-". " I believe! I believe", cried the woman," I 

shall not perish because I believe in him now!". The husband grasped Whitefield's hand 

and trembling said, "I am on the brink of hell, I see it too! I am saved. Oh the joy, joy, 

joy". Whitefield was astonished. He had laboured nearly a year yet these two notorious 

sinners seemed to have been forgiven in a second.  

f) Whitefield eventually made himself very ill with his personal sacrifices and self-

deprivation. For three weeks he lay in bed almost inert, eating little more than gruels and 

fish and minced meat. He devoted his feeble strength to praying and reading his Greek 

New Testament. Another book lay at his bedside, Bishop Hall's "Contemplations on the 

New Testament". Hall was describing the thief on the cross and saying, "Thy Saviour 

speaks of a present possession, 'This day.... O Saviour, what a precedent is this of thy 

free and powerful grace?.....". Whitefield began to think long and hard on those words, 

"Free and powerful grace". Turning the page, he read from Hall again who was 

addressing the Saviour hanging on the cross, "Thou barest our sins, thy Father saw us 

in thee, and would punish us in thee, thee for us". Dimly it began to dawn for Whitefield. 

His mind groped after a fact too amazing to grasp; that "Thou barest our sins.... Thou 

did'st take flesh for our redemption". Man's puny efforts to redeem himself, whether by 

praying in a storm or doing works of charity, were incapable of doing what Jesus Christ 

had already done. Then, suddenly, he saw it all, "The new birth, it was a gift". Later, he 

became thirsty, and taking a drink of water he suddenly realised that he was desperately 

thirsty for Christ and cried out, "I thirst, I thirst", and then flung himself on his bed. He 

realised that all his previous attempts at religious godliness had been to merit God's 

favour. He suddenly became aware of being happy for the very first time. George 

Whitefield had turned, in all his utter helplessness and sin, to the Jesus who died in his 

place, and in repentance had received Him by faith. Whitefield at last was a justified 

man! In his Journal he expresses his immense degree of joy and peace, "Oh! With what 

joy, unspeakable, even joy that was full of, and big with glory, was my soul filled, when 

the weight of sin went off, and an abiding sense of the pardoning love of God, and a full 

assurance of faith broke in upon my disconsolate soul. Surely it was the day of my 

espousals-a day to be had in everlasting remembrance. At first my joys were like a 

spring tide, and, as it were overflowed the banks. Go where I would, I could not avoid 

singing of psalms aloud...".  
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3. Whitefield the Preacher  

a) From his youth Whitefield had been conscious that there would come a time when he 

would be a preacher. One day, long before he was converted, he had a dream in which 

he saw God on Mount Sinai but was afraid to meet Him. This made a great impression 

upon him and a woman to whom he told the dream said, "George, this is a call from 

God". Writing in his Journal, he states, "One night, as I was going on an errand for my 

mother I felt a strong impression on my heart that I should preach quickly. When I came 

home, I innocently told my mother what had befallen me; but she, like Joseph's parents, 

when he told them his dream, turned short upon me crying out, "What does the boy 

mean? Prithee hold thy tongue". God has since shown her from whom that impression 

came!  

b) At the age of twenty-two Whitefield was admitted to holy orders, 1736. So convinced 

of God's call, after many doubts due to his feelings of unworthiness despite the support 

of encouragement of his Bishop and friends, he stated, "If I held out longer I should fight 

against God". He preached his first sermon at the Church of St Mary-le-Crypt, 

Gloucester. He explains that a large congregation was drawn to hear him, but more out 

of curiosity than to hear the Word preached. Even within this, his first sermon, he felt the 

gifting of God, for he found he could recall the skills of public speaking which he had 

known from a young boy at school when he had to make speeches. Many at first jeered 

at Whitefield's youth, saying "What will this boy-parson teach us?" But later, as he 

progressed with his sermon listened in an impressive silence.  

c) In Oxford and London Whitefield preached in many Churches. From the very first he 

obtained a degree of popularity such as no preacher before had ever enjoyed. Whether 

on weekdays or Sundays, wherever he preached, the Churches were crowded, and an 

immense sensation was produced. The fact was that this most eloquent and gifted 

preacher was proclaiming a Gospel message that was a complete rarity in London. The 

congregations were taken by surprise and carried by storm. Following much preaching in 

England, he accepted an invitation from the Wesley brothers to journey to America and 

preach in Georgia 1737 where he stayed for a year.  

d) When in 1738 Whitefield returned to London he discovered that the bulk of the clergy 

were no longer favourable to him and regarded him with suspicion as an enthusiastic 
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fanatic. They were especially scandalised by his preaching the doctrine of regeneration 

or the new birth as a thing that many baptised persons greatly needed! Bishops, who 

could tolerate Arianism, Socinianism, and Deism, were filled with indignation at a man 

who declared fully the atonement of Christ and the work of the Holy Spirit, and began to 

denounce him openly. From this period of his life, Whitefield's field of usefulness within 

the established Church in England narrowed rapidly on every side.  

  4. Whitefield and his open-air Ministry  

a) We read in Romans the words, "All things work together for good....". At first it would 

appear that the purposes of God for an awakening in England has been thwarted! The 

truth is; His purposes were just coming to fruition. With this refusal to preach within the 

Church, Whitefield found an entirely new form of ministry opening up before him. If he 

was refused to address the people within the Church he would turn to them outside the 

Church. Whitefield would now become the first evangelist to preach in the open air.  

b) Whitefield's first attempt at open air preaching came in February 1739 when he 

addressed the colliers at Kingswood near Bristol. He began with a congregation of about 

one hundred but this crowd quickly grew to many thousands. He stated, "Having no 

righteousness of their own to renounce, they were glad to hear of a Jesus who was a 

friend to publicans and sinners, and who came not call the righteous but sinners to 

repentance. The first discovery of their being affected was the sight of the while gutters 

made by their tears, which plentifully fell down their black cheeks as they came out of 

their coal pits. Hundreds of them were brought under deep conviction, which, as the 

event proved, happily ended in a sound and thorough conversion".  

c) Two months following this first experience of what became known as, "field 

preaching", Whitefield went to Islington to preach for the vicar within the Church itself. 

The service had begun and he was in the midst of leading prayers when the 

Churchwardens came to him demanding to see his licence to preach in London. Of 

course, Whitefield did not have such a licence. They forbade him, therefore, to preach 

within the Church. Whitefield then immediately went out into the Churchyard and began 

to preach where the people heard him gladly. From that day forward he became a 

constant "field-preacher" in the open air. He found himself very soon preaching to large 
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congregations upwards of more than thirty thousand. The professional clergy of the day 

refused to have anything to do with the strange preacher.  

  5. Whitefield's successful ministry  

a) For a period of thirty-four years, Whitefield's life was one of constant preaching of the 

Gospel. He was always about His Master's business, travelling in Britain or America, 

calling on men and women “to believe in Christ and be saved”. He visited Scotland 

fourteen times; America seven times, and Ireland twice. In England he preached from 

the Isle of Wight to Berwick on Tweed, and from Land's End to the North Foreland. He 

preached seven days a week, from January 1st to December 31st. He established 

orphanages in America collecting large sums of money for these ventures from his 

preaching travels. In one single Whitsuntide week, after preaching in Moorfields, he 

received one thousand letters from people under spiritual concern, and admitted to the 

Lord's Table three hundred and fifty people.  

b) The character of Whitefield's preaching was noticeably biblical in content, doctrinal in 

its emphasis and clearly understandable to his hearers. Whitefield in the pulpit was a 

reflection of Whitefield in his study. The hours on his knees with the Bible, the Greek 

New Testament and some rich Puritan volume spread out before him, were his 

preparations for this pressing and powerful ministry. So fully had he drunk of the wells of 

Biblical exposition in Matthew Henry that much of his public utterance was little more 

than the thought of the great commentator; thoughts that had become assimilated in his 

own mind and soul, and poured forth spontaneously both as he prepared and as he 

preached his sermons.  

c) In the thirty-four years of his ministry it is reckoned that he preached publicly eighteen 

thousand times. His preaching at the Tabernacle in Tottenham Court Road, which was 

built for him when the pulpits of the established Church were closed ( which he used in 

the winter months when open-air preaching was made difficult due to the weather 

conditions) he preached from six in the morning to late at night most days of the week. It 

is to be observed that he preached thirteen sermons a week, whilst at the same time 

carrying on a large correspondence of pastoral work with people all over the world. 

Whitefield stated that he felt he was "immortal till his work was done".  



 9 

d) It must never be said that Whitefield only addressed one single type of congregation. 

Part of his unique character was in that he had the ability to appeal to all sections of the 

population. Not many of the evangelists could address the nobility of the land as 

Whitefield could. The nobility of the 18th century England were not a people likely to be 

attracted by the preaching of the Gospel. Broadly speaking these aristocrats were 

superficial, a light-hearted intellectual group who wasted away most their time in 

refinements of luxury and vice. Able men like Walpole, Chesterfield, Bolingbroke the 

politician, were irreligious or professional atheists.  

e) However, there was one their class, Lady Selina, Countess of Huntingdon (see below 

for more details) who became converted and a fervent witness for Jesus. Walpole 

nicknamed her "St Teresa of the Methodists". The Countess, later, founded a theological 

training centre at Trevecca in South Wales and formed chapels for evangelical 

preachers who were banned from their pulpits. In 1779 she was compelled by law to 

register her chapels as "Nonconformists meeting-houses"; they became known as "The 

Countess of Huntingdon's Connexion" of which some still exist under that title today.  

f) The Countess longed for the Gospel to be preached to the nobility. Thus here home 

became a centre of evangelical activity as she and a few others came together for 

prayer and bible study. The Countess of Huntingdon wanted someone to preach the 

Gospel in her home to others of the nobility whom she would gather for this purpose. At 

first she engaged the services of Howell Harris, but he had to admit that despite trying to 

improve his dress and purchasing a wig for the occasion, was not gifted for this form of 

evangelism.  

g) Eventually, Whitefield returned from America and was instantly approached by the 

Countess and was appointed as one of her chaplains. Thus he was requested to come 

and preach the Gospel twice a week, each Tuesday and Thursday. He stood before a 

large company of England's nobility assembled in her drawing room. Seldom in 

England's history did a Gospel preacher stand before so distinguished, fastidious, and 

critical an audience. The gathering consisted of Lords, Ladies, Counts, Countesses, 

Duchesses, Dukes, Earls, distinguished members of the army and members of 

parliament. Whitefield's ministry also reached certain members of the royal family, 

namely Frederick the Prince of Wales, and Lady Chesterfield, the natural daughter of the 

King's father, George 1. David Hume, the agnostic philosopher, was also one of 
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Whitefield's hearers during the period. Hume declared, "Mr Whitefield is the most 

ingenious preacher ever heard; it is worth going twenty miles to hear him". Handel the 

musician was also one of Lady Huntingdon's close acquaintances and is probable that 

he sat under Whitefield's ministry.  

  6. Whitefield's Death  

a) Whitefield had been engaged in a preaching mission in America in New England. On 

Saturday morning, September 29th, 1770, he began a journey to Boston by horse back. 

Fifteen miles our from Portsmouth Whitefield rode wearily into Exeter. The ministers of 

Exeter were eagerly waiting to hear his preaching. When the time came for Whitefield to 

emerge one of them looked at him and said, "Sir, you are more fit to go to bed than to 

preach". He replied, "True sir". But clasping his hands, looked up to heaven and said; 

"Lord Jesus, I am weary in thy work but not of it. If I have not finished my course, let me 

go and speak for thee once more in the fields, and seal thy truth, and come home and 

die!".  

b) Whitefield was about to preach his final sermon. He spoke on the words from 2 Cor 

13 "Examine yourselves whether you be in the faith". He stood still, breathing heavily. 

Minutes passed. He said; " I will wait for the gracious assistance of God, for He will, I am 

certain, assist me once more to speak in His name". Then be began. At first his words 

were slow and sluggish but as he progressed his voice grew in power and then he 

thundered out his message, "Works? Works? A man gets to heaven by works? I would 

as soon think of climbing to the moon on a rope of sand!". On and on he went as he 

presented the clear and glorious message of the Gospel. One of his friends commented, 

"He had such a sense of the incomparable excellencies of Christ that he could never say 

enough of him". The first hour passed and so he preached on. Nearly two hours later, 

Whitefield said, " I go! I go to rest prepared. My sun has arisen and by the aid of heaven 

has given light to many. It is now about to set, No! It is about to rise to the zenith of 

immortal glory!.....I shall soon be in a world where time, age, pain and sorrow are 

unknown. How willingly would I live forever to preach Christ! But I die to be with him!". 

Too weak to get down from the platform alone, willing friends assisted him.  

c) Despite his obvious weariness, Whitefield continued his journey to Newport 

Massachusetts to stay with his close friend, Richard Smith. After supper, Whitefield 
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stated that he felt tired and that an early night would be beneficial to him. But, by this 

time the street in front of the house had filled with people, and as he began to make his 

way up the stairs several of them were at the door begging him to preach. Unwilling, 

despite his weariness, to forego any opportunity to declare the Gospel, he responded to 

the request and stood on the landing, half way up the stairs, candle in hand, preaching 

Christ. He was soon greatly alive to his subject and becoming heedless of time he 

continued to speak, till finally, the candle flickered, burned itself out and died away. That 

dying flame and that burned-out candle were representative that evening of the man 

himself and of his life.  

d) Later that night Whitefield was found to be in bed reading his bible and Watt's book of 

metrical psalms. Later in the night his asthma worsened and he awoke. He stated to his 

friend that after a few days he would feel well again, as he could not bear the thought of 

going more than a day or two without preaching. His friend replied, "I wish you would not 

preach so often sir". Whitefield replied, "I had rather wear out than rust out". Finally, 

Whitefield began to pray for the lands that had come under the sound of his preaching. A 

few more hours followed in which he was gasping for breath, and then finally he 

stumbled to the open window to gaze out upon Newbury Port which lay asleep, happy 

that George Whitefield had promised to preach that Sunday morning. But, in the 

purposes of God this was not to be so. The Lord Jesus, whom George Whitefield had so 

faithfully and tirelessly proclaimed, was about to receive this servant into his eternal rest. 

Thus, at six o'clock on September 30th 1770, George Whitefield breathed his last, the 

end had come.  

e) So passed from this life the mighty preacher, the great evangelist, the man of God, 

George Whitefield. Throughout the long years of labour and the many months of 

weakness he had lived to preach Christ, but now, as earth receded and heaven opened, 

he "died to be with Him", to join the redeemed host who sing His praises before the 

throne".  
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Lessons to be learned from Whitefield  

1. Whitefield speaks to us about the power of the Gospel. He did not preach a social 

Gospel, but the biblical Gospel of justification through faith alone by grace. Whitefield's 

gospel was based on the "whole counsel of God" to be found in Romans and Galatians. 

He did not care to whom he spoke, the poor or nobility of the land, there was only one 

Gospel which saves sinners.  

2. Whitefield speaks to us about the primacy of preaching. For him, the fundamental 

biblical method of propagating the Gospel was through preaching. True preaching had to 

be, for Whitefield, alive with compelling urgency, overflowing with compassion and yet 

based on the written truth of God.  

3. Whitefield speaks to us about true Revival. Revival is God-given and sovereignly 

controlled by the ministry of the Holy Spirit. When God works, more is accomplished in 

one day than would normally take years to achieve. The account of Whitefield's life must 

be for us a motivation to pour out our hearts for true Revival in our generation  

  Additional notes on: Selina, Countess of Huntingdon    

She was known as "Selina, Countess of Huntingdon, of Donington Hall". Born at 

Staunton Harold Hall near Ashby-de-la-Zouch Leicestershire in 1707 she was married at 

the age of 21 to the 9th Earl of Huntingdon. He died under the age of 50 and she 

survived him by 45 years. Soon after the Earl's death the Countess moved to live at 

Ashby.  

At the age of nine years she was deeply moved by the death of a girl of her own age. As 

she walked in procession at the funeral she prayed that when her time came God would 

deliver her from her fears of death. Some years later she became ill and then felt a 

strong desire to cast herself and her sins on her Saviour. Lady Huntingdon yielded 

herself to the gospel call, and became a born again Christian.  

Lady Huntindon then used her wealth on the construction of chapels in various parts of 

England. She used preachers who were thoroughly evangelical in doctrine, and she has 

been called the "patroness of the Revival". In 1768 she founded the Treveca College in 

an old castle in South Wales, for the training of evangelical preachers. In 1779 she was 
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compelled by law to register her chapels as 'non-conformist meetings houses', they 

became known as the ' Countess of Huntingdon Connexion'.  

Selina died at the age of 84 in her home in London in 1791. It was declared in the 

funeral sermon that she was 'the greatest woman in the cause of the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ that ever lived in the world'. Augustus Toplady considered her to be 'the most 

precious saint of God I ever knew'.  

In the parish church of Ashby-de-la-Zouch is a window donated by the members of Lady 

Huntingdon's chapel in Spa Fields, London, "In memory of the most distinguished 

persons associated with the church". A brass tablet there has the inscription, "This 

window and the brass in the chancel are in memory of Selina, the Countess of 

Huntingdon, born AD 1707, died AD 1791".  

   

Richard Lee 

 


