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The Church 

 

Lecture 5:  “ Who is in charge of the Church/” 

 

Luke 6:46  “Why do you call me Lord, Lord, and not do what I tell you……”  
 

 

Introduction 

 

1. We have now almost returned to where we began. Jesus said, “I will build my Church” 

(Matt 16:18). We have to emphasis the fact that Jesus is the rightful owner of the Church. It 

is not “my Church”; neither is it “your Church”. We did not create the Church, and we did 

not die to redeem the Church. He made it and He bought it. 

 

2. As a result, it is important, for practical reasons, that we acknowledge Jesus to be the Lord 

of the Church. It is my view that failure in this respect will lead us to misunderstand the 

Church’s function and prevent us from seeking to know what God would have us do with 

His own Church.  

 

1. Jesus as the Lord of the Church 

 

1:1 The complaint that Jesus levelled at His disciples, “Why do you call me Lord, Lord, and not 

do what I tell you……” , (Luke 6:46)   may well be levelled at the Church today, including us 

as individuals. How many times during a Sunday service, Bible study or prayer meeting do 

we use the term “Lord”? We are continually using this title. Do we really understand what it 

means? It is the same Greek word in the Septuagint (LXX) which translates the Hebrew 

word “Yahweh”. Because we picture Jesus as a Man in His incarnate state, we are apt to 

think of Him only as a man and not as the God/Man. In our thinking we make Him less than 

God. This is not right and can lead us to incorrect thinking. He is Yahweh. There is only 

One God – comprising three separate inter-dependent Persons. Each Person in the 

Godhead is God. Jesus is God as much as the Father is God and Holy Spirit is God.  

 

1:2 It is of concern that we are in danger of losing sight of the awesomeness of God. When we 

read some of the OT passages we see much of the vastness, might and sovereignty of 

God. For example, we read of Isaiah’s vision of the throne room of God; “High and lifted 

up….” (Isaiah 6). Within a few verses we are introduced to this vast, majestic and 
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awesome God.  I invite you to read of the holiness of God in Deuteronomy and Leviticus 

and the judgements of God on sin in Ezekiel and Nahum. There is sufficient material in the 

OT to breed within us a healthy biblical “fear of God”. When Paul wrote his letter to the 

Romans he said this of non-Christians, “There is no fear of God before their eyes” (Rom 

3:18). I believe that this is true of many Christians. We have adopted a view of the 

Fatherhood of God that makes Him somewhat pathetic, weak and frail. We want to call Him 

“Abba” but we have gone too far and produced a kind of warm fuzzy image calling Him 

“daddy”. God is almost likened to a cuddly toy teddy bear. But it was Jesus who was 

careful with His words when He addressed His Father and spoke of Him as “Holy Father” 

and “Righteous Father”  ( John 17:11, 25). When teaching us to prayer, Jesus said that we 

should begin with “Our Father who is in heaven” (Matt 6:9). Jesus taught this so that we 

differentiate between God as Father and any earthly father.  

 

1:3 What I am suggesting is that we cultivate in our a minds a fuller and more accurate picture 

of Jesus as the God/Man; Jesus the Lord of the Church. Do away with any sloppy, 

romantic and sentimental images of Jesus that you might have. Begin to see Jesus as He 

really is – He is Yahweh of the OT. When you read the OT begin to see Jesus in Yahweh. I 

believe I can prove this because of what John wrote in chapter 12. In verses 38 and 40 

John quotes from Isaiah 6:1-4, the famous vision of God seated on His throne that Isaiah 

saw. When we read of it in Isaiah we think of God the Father, but John is able to relate this 

vision to Jesus when he says of the vision, “Isaiah said these things because he saw his 

glory and spoke of him” (John 12:41). Within the context the personal pronouns in this 

verse refer to Jesus. John, therefore, has no difficulty in relating this awesome vision of the 

great majesty of God to Jesus.  

 

1:4 Later in John we read of Jesus saying, “He who has seen me has seen the Father” (John 

14:6). Whatever we see in Jesus we can relate to God the Father. Conversely, whatever 

we see in the Father we can relate to Jesus. Again, I believe this can be proved from a well 

known OT scripture. In Isaiah 9:6 we read this prophecy of the coming of the Messiah, 

namely Jesus; “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be 

upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace”. Have you ever puzzled over the words “Everlasting 

Father”? How can Jesus be called the “Father”?  

 

1:5 The answer to this is in our doctrine of the Trinity. One God comprising three separate 

Persons. Whilst for the purpose of Redemption each Person takes on a separate role i.e., 

the Father sends the Son; the Son dies for His people; the Holy Spirit applies the Gospel to 
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sinners; in reality all three Persons enjoy the same status in glory. The Son and the Spirit 

subjected themselves to the Father for the purpose of Redemption only. But they have a 

status within the Godhead which makes them co-equal in every respect.  

 

1:6 Jesus helps us with this when He said, “….I am in the Father and the Father is in me” 

(John 14:10). What do you make of this statement? Earlier, Jesus said this, “I and the 

Father are one” (John 10:30). This can be rendered like this, “I and the Father we are one”. 

Of course, the Father is not the Son and the Son is not the Father. They are two separate 

Persons, yet they are one in glory, honour, power, deity and nature. Indeed, speaking of 

worship Jesus once said, “….. all may honour the Son, just as they honour the Father” 

(John 5:23). Repeatedly Jesus puts Himself on the same level as the Father. When we 

think of God the Father – in the OT and NT – we can think of Jesus. He is no different.   

 

1:7 Consequently, within the Church we must acknowledge – not in words only – the Lordship 

of Christ. It is His Church; He is the Lord of the Church. Everything must be brought into 

subjection to Him. Think on this when you have leadership meetings; Church members 

meetings. When deliberating over the local Church’s activities ensure that in all things 

Jesus is recognized as Lord. Jesus is Lord of the Church. Therefore, He is in charge of the 

Church. The Church is accountable to the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

2. Jesus as Teacher to the Church 

 

2:1 Very similar to the words from Luke 6:46 are Jesus’ comments in John 13:13-14 “You call 

me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so I am.  If I then, your Lord and Teacher…”. 

Because Jesus is the Lord of the Church He is also its Teacher. God in His grace has 

given to the Church much teaching. He has not left us to speculate on what we should 

believe or what we should do. He has given us clear instructions.  

 

2:2 The teaching of Jesus is found in the Scriptures. By this I do not mean solely in the writings 

of the Gospels. Sadly, some people wish to separate the Gospels from the Apostolic 

writings. Some Bibles are printed with the teaching of Jesus in red letters. It is thought that 

the words of Jesus Himself are more important and authoritative than the words of Paul, 

Peter, John, James and Jude. This is false thinking. 

 

2:3 When Jesus was about to depart from His earthly life He said this to His disciples, "I still 

have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now.  13 When the Spirit of truth 

comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, but 
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whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to come.  14 

He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to you” (John 14:12-16). What 

did He mean? Jesus was predicting the additional revelatory material that was yet to come 

through the later Apostles. The Holy Spirit would “take what is mine and declare it to you”. 

This means that the teaching of Jesus did not stop with the Gospel writers. Paul was able 

to say, “For I would have you know, brothers, that the gospel that was preached by me is 

not man's gospel.  12 For I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it, but I received 

it through a revelation of Jesus Christ” (Gal 1:11-12). Therefore, the whole of the NT 

comprises the teaching of Jesus. 

 

2:4 Therefore, the same authority resides in the teachings of the Apostles. This is how Paul 

puts it, “All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 

correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, 

equipped for every good work” (2 Tim 3:16-17). Within these verses are four outcomes 

following the giving of the Scriptures - teaching; reproof; correction and training in 

righteousness. As a summary Paul says, “that the man of God may be complete, equipped 

for ever good work”. In other words, although the scriptures do not present to us an 

exhaustive knowledge, it is true knowledge, and is sufficient for our needs so that we are 

made “complete, equipped for every good work”.  

 

2:5 Notice the authority that lies within the Scriptures; “breathed out by God”. Although each 

book bears the name of the author or a title relating to its contents, each book carries the 

hall mark of the authority of God. The Bible is not a man-made book. It is inspired by God. 

We call it “The Word of God”. God has spoken to us through a Book. This Book is the Book 

of God.  

 

2:6  It is important, therefore, for the Church to recognize the importance of this Book. We must 

not undermine the importance of the Bible which should be central to the Church. If God 

has made the Church and bought the Church through the blood of His own Son, then we 

must look to the Maker’s instructions on how to operate the Church. The Bible is our guide 

book. The Bible must be our final authority in whatever we believe and whatever we do.  

 

2:7 Paul gave a solemn warning to a young man in the ministry; his name was Timothy. He 

said, “I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living 

and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom:  preach the word; be ready in season 

and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and teaching” (2 

Tim 4:1-2). Why did Paul give this warning? Because of what was going to happen in the 
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Church, “For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having 

itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions,  and 

will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths” (vs 3-4). The history of 

the Church has given witness to the truth of these words, for on many occasions, and still 

today, the Word of God is either abandoned or it is viewed with indifference. Much 

preaching does not focus on the Word of God and many preachers do not view the Bible 

as the authoritative Word of God binding on belief and practice. The same goes for many 

local Churches.  

 

2:8 It is not the music band that is central; it is not the Communion; it is not the fellowship that 

must be central to the Church. Let the Word of God become central. Church people, get 

into the habit of bringing your Bibles to Church. Let Bible study be a study of the Bible. Find 

out what God has said to the Church. Honour God by honouring His Word.  

 

  

3.    Jesus as the Giver of the Holy Spirit 

 

3:1 Before Jesus went to the cross He promised His disciples “another Comforter”, namely the 

Holy Spirit (John 14:15-17). This was re-emphasised when He “breathed on them and said 

to them, `Receive the Holy Spirit`” (John 20:22). This was reaffirmed by Jesus before He 

ascended back to the glory when He said to his watching disciples, “Behold, I am sending 

the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power 

from on high” (Luke 24:49). Luke then gives us more detail in the first chapter of Acts verse 

8 “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth."  

 

3:2 The Church belongs to Christ. He said He would build it. For this reason He has given to 

the Church the Scriptures. But He has also given to the Church the presence and power of 

the Holy Spirit. Paul puts it this way when speaking of the body of the Church, “Do you not 

know that you are God's temple and that God's Spirit dwells in you?” (1 Cor 3:16). What is 

it that makes the Church so special? What makes the Church different from any other 

interest group? It is the presence of the Holy Spirit. The Church is a spiritual institution 

because it is a body of people collectively indwelt by the Spirit. It would be remise of us to 

consider the subject of the Church and omit to mention the Holy Spirit.  

 

3:3 The disciples were told not to begin their ministry until they had received the promised Holy 

Spirit who would empower them for service. All through Acts the Holy Spirit features 
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prominently. The story of the Church begins in chapters 1-2 with the coming of the Holy 

Spirit at Pentecost accompanied with strange signs. Peter is filled with the Spirit when he 

preaches (Acts 4:8). A group of believers are praying and then suddenly filled with the 

Spirit (Acts 4:31).  Men are chosen who are filled with the Spirit to undertake certain tasks 

(Acts 6:3).  When the Gospel comes to the Samaritans the Holy Spirit comes upon them 

(Acts 8:15).  Philip is guided by the Spirit to meet the man from Ethiopia (Acts 8:29). On 

and on it goes throughout the whole book.  

 

3:4 Throughout the writings of Paul the Holy Spirit again features most clearly. In Romans He 

speaks of the love of God poured into the heart through the Holy Spirit (Rom 5:5); the need 

to put sin to death through the Spirit (8:13); that the Gospel brings peace and joy in the 

Holy Spirit (14:17); each Christian is indwelt by the Spirit (1 Cor 6:10); the Holy Spirit give 

us the guarantee of our salvation (2 Cor 1:22); Christians must walk by the Spirit (Gal 

5:16); we are to be filled with the Spirit (Eph 5:18); our worship must be Spirit led (Phil 3:3);  

we are told not to quench the Spirit (1 Thess 5:19); Christians are sanctified by the Spirit (2 

Thess 2:13); regeneration of a person is through the Holy Spirit (Tit 3:5). This is merely a 

random selection.  

 

3:5 Jesus is the giver of the Holy Spirit. There are three sins against the Holy Spirit which do 

not constitute the ultimate sin against the Holy Spirit. The first is “resisting” the Holy Spirit. 

When Steven was being tried by the Jewish leaders he told them, “… you always resist the 

Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you” (Acts 7:51). The word here means to oppose 

the Holy Spirit. It is similar to someone trying to get through the front door of your house 

and but you push against the door with your shoulder. You do not want this person in your 

house so you resist their attempts to enter. There is a danger that, due to some wild 

excesses in the realm of claimed experiences of the Holy Spirit by others, that we resist the 

Holy Spirit’s attempts to enter the Church. Do not do this. Be wise and discerning but to not 

commit this sin against the Holy Spirit.  

 

3:6 A second sin against the Holy Spirit is when we “grieve” the Holy Spirit. Paul, writing to the 

Ephesians said this, “And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed 

for the day of redemption” (Eph 5:30). The Greek word has various meanings, “to upset, 

irritate, insult, offend, make sorrowful or distressed”. Within the context of Ephesians 4 it is 

sin that offends the Holy Spirit. We may not lose His presence altogether, but the effect of 

His presence may be lost, the experience of His power and guidance may be lost. Do not 

grieve the Holy Spirit. Watch your sanctification as that will have a direct bearing on the 

extent of your experience of the Holy Spirit.  
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3:7 The third sin against the Holy Spirit is to “quench” the Holy Spirit. Paul gave a warning to 

the Thessalonian Church, “Do not quench the Spirit” (1 Thess 5:19). Just as we can 

quench out the light of a candle as we extinguish its flame, so we can quench the Spirit. Is 

it possible that this is the Church’s major mistake at the present time? Churches can have 

form, administration, order, polished services, fine music, great preachers, but what is 

missing is the Holy Spirit. What is missing is the power. What is missing is the fire. What is 

missing is the life.  

 

3:8 In the history of the evangelical Church in Great Britain there have been several revivals. 

Revival is when the Church experiences a dramatic outpouring of the Holy Spirit which puts 

new life and spiritual vitality into the Christians. This then spills over into the non-Christian 

community with great effect producing large numbers of conversions. Whilst the Protestant 

Reformation may be called a revival, it was really in the 18th century that we knew of a 

great revival. It also spread to America. Then in the 19th century around 1859 revivals were 

known in parts of England, especially in London. In 1904 and then 1949 revivals also 

occurred in Britain.  

 

3:9 We in Great Britain are praying earnestly for a revival. It is felt that the Church lacks 

sufficient power to make a deep impression upon the non-Christian and godless 

communities. Whilst we do not “despise the day of small things” and praise God for every 

single conversion, it is for something greater that we look to God. A revival is the work of 

the Holy Spirit. It is to the Holy Spirit that we must look. Prayer for a pouring out of the 

Spirit with life, power and spiritual awakening is what we need.  

 

 

Conclusion 

 

1.  We have looked at five areas of biblical teaching in regard to this important subject. We 

notice first that the Church belongs not to us, but to God. He bought the Church through the 

blood of His Son; Jesus said “I will build my Church”. The emphasis here is on the personal 

pronoun – “my”.  

 

2. Next, we noticed that the Church has a “Purpose”. The first is to glorify God as its ultimate 

purpose. This is why we must not treat the Church as if it was our possession; as if the 

Church is there merely to serve our interests like a club. Flowing from this we noticed that the 
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Church’s purpose is – Evangelism: Preaching and Teaching: Worship: Prayer: Communion & 

Baptism, to name a few. But these feature as the Church’s main purposes.  

 

3. Then we saw that there is a need to “Preserve the Church”. This was expressed in terms of 

keeping the Unity of the Church and Discipline. 

 

4. Next came “The Church under Attack”. We learned that the Church has always been the 

object of Satan’s opposition and although in the past and in some countries this can be seen 

as physical persecution, there is also a much more subtle form of attack; much of which we 

see today. But the Church will be victorious because the Church belongs to God and He will 

ensure that it succeeds. His glory depends upon it.  

 

5. Finally, we considered Jesus as “The Lord of the Church”. I expressed this in terms of Jesus 

– The God Man - being in charge of the Church. Our response to Him must be in obedience 

to His leadership. As Lord of the Church Jesus has given us His teaching which is found in 

the Scriptures. But He has also given us the Holy Spirit to empower the Church. 

 

6. This should lead us to having a very positive view of the Church. Some people are apt to 

despise the Church; belittle the Church; complain about their local Church; criticise the 

Church. I know that we are all guilty of this because of our sin. But I would suggest that we 

should adopt some of this teaching to show us that the Church is something special; that it 

deserves our positive consideration. This could be helped if we constantly remembered that 

the Church belongs to Christ and that He is still building it. One day the Church is going to be 

something magnificent because “Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her,  that he 

might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word,  so that he 

might present the church to himself in splendour, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, 

that she might be holy and without blemish” (Eph 5:25-27). 

 

7. I put it this way. Christ loved the Church and so should we. Christ thinks highly of the Church 

and so should we. The Church is precious to Christ as a bride to her husband, so it should be 

precious to us. Christ has a grand future for the Church, so we also should look to the future 

of the Church when it is presented to Him without spot or blemish.  

 

8. One way of thinking of the Church is like this. You know what it is to visit a building site of a 

great building. You see around you the mess; sand, bricks, half built construction; grubby 

looking men. Then you see the artist’s impression of what the building will eventually look 

like. As you compare the picture to the scene in front of you there are doubts in your mind. 
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But if you return to the site a few months later you suddenly see that the building is completed 

and resembles perfectly the artist’s impression.  

 

9. Such also is the Church. It is in the process of being built. It looks in a mess as it is only 

partially constructed. You look at the finished result drawn in the picture from Eph 5:25-27 

and you have your doubts that it will ever be that good. But when you come to glory at the 

end of the age you will see the Church in all its splendour. At the moment we have to be 

content with the Church partially built – it looks a mess; problems; confusion; disarray. But we 

must not stay with such a picture; we must look at the Artist’s impression from Ephesians and 

Revelation, and realize that the Church is going to be a magnificent building when it is 

complete.  

 

10. Finally, we must realize that if we are in Christ through faith, we are a part of this magnificent 

edifice. What a privilege it is to be a part of the Church of God. Do not despise the Church; 

that God for the Church and give Him the praise and worship for that great things He has 

done for the Church.  

 

 

Richard Lee: March 2013 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


