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The Teaching of Jesus from Deuteronomy 
 
 Introduction 
 
Christopher. Wright states that Jesus made much use of the OT book of 
Deuteronomy as the basis for His teaching. Indeed, many of the quotes used by 
Jesus find their origin in Deuteronomy and it is possible that Jesus meditated upon 
the contents of Deuteronomy during his times spent in the wilderness. At least three 
of the scriptural quotes made by Jesus’ to Satan came from Deuteronomy ( Matt 4:4 
[Deut 8:3], Matt 4:7 [Deut  6:16], Matt 40 [Deut 6:13]).   
 
If this is the case, it must mean that the teaching of Jesus was not new; it had all 
been said before; many years before Jesus appeared on the scene. He was really 
amplifying, or expanding the teaching of the OT and highlighting issues that had 
been omitted by the Pharisees. Just as the OT prophets were Covenant Re-
enforcers taking the Sinai Law and expounding and applying it, so Jesus took hold of 
the OT and made it alive and relevant to his day.  
 
It is stated that there are thirty direct quotes from Deuteronomy to be found in the 
whole of the New Testament and eighty allusions to the book. 
 
1. Direct references in the teaching of Jesus from Deuteronomy 
 
The following table provides cross references from the teaching of Jesus and 
Deuteronomy 
 
Teaching of Jesus  Deuteronomy 
Matthew  
4:4  “Man shall not live by bread alone” 
4:7 “you will not tempt the Lord your God” 
5:21 “You shall not kill” 
5:27 “You shall not commit adultery” 
5:31 “ a certificate of divorce” 
5:33 “perform to the Lord what you have sworn” 
5:48 “You must be perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect” 
15:4 “Honour your father and your mother” 
18:16 “established by the evidence of two or three witnesses” 
19:7 “a certificate of divorce and send her away” 
22:37 “love the Lord you God with all your heart….” 
 
Mark 
12:19 “a man’s brother dies and leaves a wife but leaves no child” 
12:29 “Hear O Israel: The Lord our God: the Lord is one” 
13:22 “False christs and false prophets will arise…” 

 
8:3 
6:16 
5:17 
5:18 
24:1 
23:21 
18:13 
5:16 
19:15 
24:1 
6:5 
 
 
25:5 
6:4 
13:1-3 
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2. Indirect Teaching of Jesus found in Deuteronomy 
 
Whilst the above presents a list of direct references, there is more in the teaching of 
Jesus that reflects the OT book of Deuteronomy indirectly. 
 
a)  The dangers of materialism 
 
Jesus had much to say about the dangers of money; greed and the hunger for 
material possessions.    
 
Wanting to impress upon His disciples the real priorities of life, Jesus said, , "Take 
care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, for one's life does not consist in 
the abundance of his possessions”. Luke 12:15. 
 
Jesus then taught a parable to show that the soul was more important than a man’s 

possessions: "The land of a rich man produced plentifully, and he thought to himself, 
'What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?' And he said, 'I will do this: I 
will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and 
my goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many 
years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.'  But God said to him, 'Fool! This night your soul is 
required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?'" Luke 12:16-
20. 
 
On one occasion Jesus was confronted by a rich young ruler who wanted to know 
how to attain eternal life. In addition to asking this man about his ability to keep the 
law, he challenged him about this love of money and said,  “Sell all that you have and 
distribute to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me."  
But when he heard these things, he became very sad, for he was extremely rich”. 
Luke 18:18. 
 
One day Jesus sat by the Temple treasury watching people putting their money in 
the chest and passed a comment to his disciples wanting to teach them the meaning 
of self sacrifice , “And he sat down over against the treasury, and beheld how the 
multitude cast money into the treasury: and many that were rich cast in much. And 
there came a poor widow, and she cast in two mites, which make a farthing.  And he 
called unto him his disciples, and said unto them, Verily I say unto you, This poor 
widow cast in more than all they that are casting into the treasury: for they all did cast 
in of their superfluity; but she of her want did cast in all that she had, even all her 
living”. Mark 12:41. 
 
Jesus taught, "No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love 
the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve 
God and money”. Matthew 6:24 
 
This teaching was not new. Some centuries prior to Jesus another preacher 
emphasized the same issues giving warnings against greed, covetousness and the 
desire for riches. His name was Moses. 
 
Moses had taught of the dangers of materialism; the danger that materialism can 
eclipse our view of the spiritual realm. This is what he taught; “And when the LORD 
your God brings you into the land that he swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, 
and to Jacob, to give you - with great and good cities that you did not build, and 
houses full of all good things that you did not fill, and cisterns that you did not dig, 
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and vineyards and olive trees that you did not plant - and when you eat and are full,  
then take care lest you forget the LORD, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, 
out of the house of slavery". Deuteronomy 6:10-12 " 
 
And again, Moses taught that wealth and prosperity can lead to pride on oneself, 
pride in personal power and wisdom. This is what Moses said, Deuteronomy 8:17 
"Beware lest you say in your heart, 'My power and the might of my hand have gotten 
me this wealth.' You shall remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you 
power to get wealth, that he may confirm his covenant that he swore to your fathers, 
as it is this day". 
 
b) The priority of serving God 

Jesus, in His teaching touched on materialism and taught that one should make God 
a priority in life, “Seek first the Kingdom of God…” Matt 6:33. This was then 
supported by the words, “Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to 
eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. On him God the Father has placed 
his seal of approval" John 6:27. These words were uttered following the feeding of 
the five thousand. Living in a world where food, clothing and other material issues 
were essential for survival, such teaching must have seemed very radical. Jesus was 
not suggesting that we do not work to earn a living in order to provide food for 
ourselves and our families. It is all a matter of priorities, the point being that we 
ensure that our devotion to God is supreme in our actions and thoughts. 
 
Similarly, within his teaching on the Kingdom of God, Jesus gave a story to illustrate 

how we should prize and value spiritual issues. "The kingdom of heaven is like 
treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy 
went and sold all he had and bought that field” Matthew 13:44.  
 

Moses taught; “Know therefore that the LORD your God is God, the faithful God who 
keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his 

commandments, to a thousand generations”, Deuteronomy 7:9-11.  Before urging 
and commanding the people to love and obey Yahweh a declaration is made of the 
goodness and kindness of God. This forms the basis upon which unfailing loyalty to 
Yahweh is made. Israel is expected to be faithful to God because He is faithful: they 
are to love Him because He loves them; they are to keep His commandments 
because He keeps His promises. It is also implicit within these words that there is no 
middle ground; no “grey area” as it were. Yahweh calls for complete obedience not 
any half-hearted compromise with the idols of Canaan. Yahweh alone must be 
worshipped; He is to be their priority 
 
"See, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil. If you obey the 
commandments of the LORD your God  that I command you today, by loving the 
LORD your God, by walking in his ways, and by keeping his commandments and his 
statutes and his rules, then you shall live ...... I call heaven and earth to witness 
against you today, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and curse. 
Therefore choose life, that you and your offspring may live, loving the LORD your 
God, obeying his voice and holding fast to him, for he is your life..... ” Deuteronomy 

30:15, 19-20. Israel is given a choice between “life” and “death”. The former will 
depend upon their readiness to obey Yahweh in all of His commandments. In 

addition, they are to live as “holding fast to Him”. The Hebrew word (b;D' d¹baq) is 

used of things that stick to each other or are joined to each other such as bones in 
the body. Thus Israel must “stick” so very close to Yahweh, making Him the priory in 
their lives. The reason is given, “ for this is your life”. In other words, this is the way 
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they are to live; this constitutes the very essence of their lives. One is reminded of 
Paul’s words, “For me to live is Christ” (Phil 1:21). 
 
c) The priority of love and obedience 
 
Jesus said that to love Him meant to obey Him. There is no dichotomy between love 
and obedience; "If you love me, you will keep my commandments”. John 14:15 
 
Jesus always supported and endorsed the law of the OT. In a discussion with the 
religious rulers Jesus was asked a question; “And one of the scribes came up and 
heard them disputing with one another, and seeing that he answered them well, 
asked him, "Which commandment is the most important of all?" Jesus answered, 
"The most important is, 'Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. And you 
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
mind and with all your strength”. Mark 12:28. This quote by Jesus is taken directly 
from the teaching in Deuteronomy 6:4 . 
 
 
Jesus continually highlighted the importance of obedience to the commandments of 
God. He never undermined them; rather he positively supported the OT moral law in 
his words, "Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have 
not come to abolish them but to fulfil them” Matthew 5:17. On another occasion he 
said, “Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me. He 
who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to 
him."” John 14:21; and again “If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, 
just as I have obeyed my Father's commands and remain in his love” John 15:10. 
 
Notice how “love” and “commandments” go together. One does not cancel out the 
other, rather, it is “love” that leads to obeying the “commandments”. If we love we 
want to please and to please God is to obey God.  
 
Much is made of the need to love and to obey Yahweh from the teaching of Moses 
from the giving of the Law at Sinai to the preaching of Moses in Deuteronomy.  
 
Through Moses, Yahweh commanded, "Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the 
LORD is one. You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your might”. Deuteronomy 6:4. It is worth remembering that in 
Hebrew thinking the “heart” is equivalent to the mind, intellect, will and intentions. It is 
not the seat of the emotions as it appears to be in English. Furthermore, the “soul” 
represents the person; the individual. It has the significance of the personality, being, 
life with all its emotions, desires and interests. When we come to “might” we find that 
the English is a somewhat strange translation as the Hebrew just has “with all your 
very much”. The Hebrew word points to a high degree of magnitude and is generally 
translated simply as “very” in the phrase “he was very rich”. Moses is saying that we 
are to love Yahweh “with all that we have; total commitment; over the top; 
excessively; with magnitude”. It brings to a climax the use of “heart” and “soul”.  
 
The use of “strength” in the English renderings comes from the Greek translation of 
the OT, the LXX and this seems to have been carried over into the Greek NT.  
 
The twin concepts of love and obedience – as seen in the teaching of Jesus – 
permeates the teaching of Deuteronomy. The words of Deuteronomy 6:4 are to be 
taught to their children and written (metaphorically) upon the hand, forehead and 
door posts of the house. This then leads to Deuteronomy 6:17 “Be sure to keep the 
commands of the LORD your God and the stipulations and decrees he has given 
you”.   
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This is then followed with many other references in Deuteronomy regarding love and 
obedience. “..showing love to a thousand generations of those who love me and 
keep my commandments” Deuteronomy 5:10. Notice how the words of this passage 
reflect the words of Jesus when he said, "If you love me, you will keep my 
commandments” (John 14:15). Similar statements are found in Deuteronomy, “Know 
therefore that the LORD your God is God; he is the faithful God, keeping his 
covenant of love to a thousand generations of those who love him and keep his 
commands” Deuteronomy 7:9; “Love the LORD your God and keep his 
requirements, his decrees, his laws and his commands always” Deuteronomy 11:1, 
and “So if you faithfully obey the commands I am giving you today-- to love the LORD 
your God and to serve him with all your heart and with all your soul…” Deuteronomy 
11:13. Notice how repeatedly “loving the Lord your God” is associated with “walking 
in His ways, and by keeping his commandments and His statutes and His rules”. In 
true Mosaic style, you cannot have one without the other. Love for Yahweh is not an 
emotional, romantic sentimental love, rather it is demonstrated in action that serves 
to please Him. You show you love God by the quality of the live you lead. 
 
d) God’s protection and ability to supply needs 
 
Jesus’ teaching must have sounded very radical and demanding to the ears of His 
first listeners. In a world where the struggle for survival was so prominent and where 
food and clothing were so important, the words of Jesus must have seemed very 
strange, "Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; 
or about your body, what you will wear…..”  Matthew 6:25. Yet, this teaching had 
been given by Moses many years previously; it was all written in their copy of the 
Hebrew scriptures. 
 
Through Moses, when Israel was about to enter the Promised Land, Yahweh 
informed them that the land they were about to possess was a good and fertile land 
that had already been prepared for them. They had no need to become anxious 
about the state of the land – Yahweh had provided for them a good land. (see also 
Ezekiel 20:6 where the land is called, “the most glorious of all lands”) . “When the 
LORD your God brings you into the land he swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob, to give you-- a land with large, flourishing cities you did not build, houses 
filled with all kinds of good things you did not provide, wells you did not dig, and 
vineyards and olive groves you did not plant… Deuteronomy 6:10. Whilst Israel was 
slaves in Egypt Yahweh was preparing the land for them. Yahweh is the God of the 
future – he makes provision for the needs of his people in advance. He is proactive. 
 
 For emphasis sake Moses repeats his words providing even more detail about this 
excellent land that Yahweh had prepared for them, “For the LORD your God is 
bringing you into a good land-- a land with streams and pools of water, with springs 
flowing in the valleys and hills; a land with wheat and barley, vines and fig trees, 
pomegranates, olive oil and honey; a land where bread will not be scarce and you 
will lack nothing; a land where the rocks are iron and you can dig copper out of the 
hills. 10 When you have eaten and are satisfied, praise the LORD your God for the 
good land he has given you”, Deuteronomy 8:7-10. Indeed, had they not 
experienced something of the material provision of Yahweh throughout the 
wilderness wanderings? “Your clothes did not wear out and your feet did not swell 
during these forty years”, Deuteronomy 8:4.  
 
 
The land was always named in Deuteronomy as a “good land”. Moses recounts the 
time when the spies were originally sent out to search the land and bring back 
information for the people. This was the occasion when the people disobeyed God 
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and refused to enter the land resulting in the forty years of wilderness wandering. 
Moses said that the spies had returned, “Taking with them some of the fruit of the 
land, they brought it down to us and reported, "It is a good land that the LORD our 
God is giving us" Deuteronomy 1:25. But, their prosperity in the future depended 
upon their obedience; they must “Do what is right and good in the LORD's sight, so 
that it may go well with you and you may go in and take over the good land that the 
LORD promised on oath to your forefathers”, Deuteronomy 6:18; For the LORD 
your God is bringing you into a good land-- a land with streams and pools of water, 
with springs flowing in the valleys and hills; Deuteronomy 8:7, and more material 
blessing was in store for them, “The LORD will open the heavens, the storehouse of 
his bounty, to send rain on your land in season and to bless all the work of your 
hands…”. Deuteronomy 28:12.  
 
One of the reasons for the promise of Yahweh’s blessings was that the land really 
belonged to Yahweh. Yahweh states in Leviticus 25:23, “…for the land is mine…”. 
For this reason Yahweh cares about his land, “It is a land the LORD your God cares 
for; the eyes of the LORD your God are continually on it from the beginning of the 
year to its end” Deuteronomy 11:12.  
 
In view of all this teaching it becomes obvious that Israel was not to become anxious 
about material needs, Yahweh had provided a rich country and, as it is His land, He 
will continue to watch over it, He will be its farmer as they were tenants on his 
property. 
 
e) Love of God 
 
Jesus. Although it might be said that John 3:16 "For God so loved the world …..” 
does not actually appear to be the very words of Jesus, it is, nevertheless, a part of 
the Gospel of John and reflects Jesus’ teaching. Later within this Gospel Jesus 
spoke plainly about the love of God in the words, “Whoever has my commands and 
obeys them, he is the one who loves me. He who loves me will be loved by my 
Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him." John 14:21.  
 
Teaching on the love of God did not originate with Jesus or with the NT. It finds its 
origins within the OT and in particular, the book of Deuteronomy. Some of the most 
moving descriptions of Yahweh’s love for his people are found within this book.  
 
Moses had to inform the people of the depth of Yahweh’s love for them by the use of 
certain words, but he also had to explain the reason why he loved them. “The LORD 
did not set his affection on you and choose you because you were more numerous 
than other peoples, for you were the fewest of all peoples. But it was because the 
LORD loved you and kept the oath he swore to your forefathers that he brought you 
out with a mighty hand and redeemed you from the land of slavery, from the power of 
Pharaoh king of Egypt. Deuteronomy 7:7. The love of Yahweh is shown in his 
election of them as a nation. But, it must be remembered that this electing love was 
not due to their own greatness, it was simply because he loved them. Yahweh loved 
them because He loved them! 
 
It is in the choice of the Hebrew words that the significance of Yahweh’s love for 
Israel shines. First, the word for “love” in this passage is translated “affection” by the 

NIV whilst all the other translations keep to “love”. The Hebrew word (qv;x' µ¹shaq 

used, however, is not the usual word for love, it does mean “affection” or “attached 
love” or “passionate, committed love”.  Similar meanings are to be found in the 
words, “ Yet the LORD set his affection on your forefathers and loved them, and he 
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chose you, their descendants, above all the nations, as it is today. Deuteronomy 
10:15. 
 
The use of this Hebrew word radiates emotion, feeling and warmth. God is a God of 
sensitivity and compassion which He expresses in words and actions. Yahweh had 
deep feelings for Israel and He cared about them. He portrayed himself as the 
“Father” of Israel through the use of the term “children of Yahweh”; You are the 
children of the LORD your God….Deuteronomy 14:1. Is it a surprise to us to find 
such endearing terms used in the OT and especially within the Pentateuch? Yahweh 
comes across as a God who simply loves to love. 
 
f) Loving for the neighbour 
 
Fundamental to the teaching of Jesus was the care and consideration that his 
disciples are to show to the people around us irrespective of whether they are 
Christian or not. He plainly taught "You have heard that it was said, 'Love your 
neighbour and hate your enemy.'  But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for 
those who persecute you, that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. He causes 
his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the 
unrighteous”, Matthew 5:43-45. When asked “Who is my neighbour” he gave the 
well known parable known as “The Good Samaritan” (Luke 10:25-37). Within a world 
of outstanding racism and class-ism (not to mention ageism and sexism) Jesus’ 
teaching was severely radical and would not be welcomed. Yet, Jesus was seeking 
to break down the many barriers which mankind has established and Paul’s writings, 
especially Ephesians, continued this emphasis. 
 
But, once again, this teaching was neither new nor novel. Jesus had clearly been 
reading Deuteronomy and in particular Deuteronomy 10:18-19, “He defends the 
cause of the fatherless and the widow, and loves the alien, giving him food and 
clothing. And you are to love those who are aliens, for you yourselves were aliens in 
Egypt”. Although Israel could call themselves the chosen people of God, this was not 
intended to set them apart as an elite nation giving them the right to despise and 
mistreat other nations.  
 
In order to spell this out in practice many other rules were laid down regulating 
Israel’s attitude and behaviour towards those who were the “aliens” within their gates.  
 
Deuteronomy 16:11 “And rejoice before the LORD your God at the place he will 
choose as a dwelling for his Name-- you, your sons and daughters, your 
menservants and maidservants, the Levites in your towns, and the aliens, the 
fatherless and the widows living among you”. The word “alien” describes those who 
lived among people who were not blood relatives; thus, rather than enjoying native 

civil rights, the alien (Hebrew rWG ger) was dependent on the hospitality of the host 

nation that played an important role in the ancient near east. When the people of 
Israel lived with their neighbours they were usually treated as protected citizens; 
foreigners in Israel were largely regarded as proselytes. Within this passage three 
classes of people were marked out for special care and protection – orphans; widows 
and foreigners. Thus within the latter term “foreigner” or “alien” was the concept that 
Israel had to treat those from other countries with respect and give them the same 
degree of respect as would be afforded their own kind. He teaching of Jesus finds it 
roots within this scripture. 
 
Deuteronomy 14:29 “….so that the Levites (who have no allotment or inheritance of 
their own) and the aliens, the fatherless and the widows who live in your towns may 
come and eat and be satisfied, and so that the LORD your God may bless you in all 
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the work of your hands”.  There is an element of progression here where Israel is told 
to feed the “aliens” in addition to the “Levites; orphans and widows”. These aliens 
must have included individuals who had come from enemy countries. The statement 
in verse 28 seems to suggest that the country had to have a kind of general welfare 
system in each town which received the tithes from the people. From this social fund 
various poor classes of people were then fed. This, of course, was the OT purpose of 
tithing; something like our own Social Security system into which we all pay through 
our taxes and national insurance contributions. 
 
 
Deuteronomy 23:7 “Do not abhor an Edomite, for he is your brother. Do not abhor 
an Egyptian, because you lived as an alien in his country”. When Israel came out of 
Egypt and wanted to pass through the territory of Edom on the “Kings Highway” 
(Numb 20:14ff) Edom refused to allow them to pass through their land. Yet, Edom, 
originating from Esau, was regarded as the “brother” of Israel. So, in spite of being 
refused hospitality by Edom, Israel must, nevertheless, be prepared to respond with 
kindness. Although Israel was later treated harshly by the Egyptians, initially, 
Pharaoh welcomed Jacob and his family into Egypt because of Joseph and gave 
them the best of the land, the land of Goshen. In response to this initial kindness, 
Israel must now give hospitality to any Egyptians who may be living in their country. 
There would be a temptation to “abhor” both the Edomite and the Egypian because 
of past history, but this was not to prevent the show of kindness and generosity on 
the part of Israel. They were to love their enemies.  
 
 
Deuteronomy 24:17 “Do not deprive the alien or the fatherless of justice, or take the 
cloak of the widow as a pledge”.  The issue here is that of legal justice. It is important 
that equal justice is given to all classes in society especially the orphans, alien and 
the widows. Human rights! The widow, for example, must not be deprived of her only 
item of clothing for a loan.  
 
Deuteronomy 24:19-20 “When you are harvesting in your field and you overlook a 
sheaf, do not go back to get it. Leave it for the alien, the fatherless and the widow, so 
that the LORD your God may bless you in all the work of your hands. When you beat 
the olives from your trees, do not go over the branches a second time. Leave what 
remains for the alien, the fatherless and the widow”.  This and the following verses 
show that the availability of wheat in the field for the poor, or the grapes left over in 
the vineyard, is not charity but legal rights for the poor. The remainder of the harvest 
belongs to the poor by right – it is theirs. In this respect the landless people (orphans, 
widows and aliens) should not have to rely upon handouts from the rich, they should 
be allowed to work in the fields for their own living. They might not own the land, but 
they can have a share in its benefits. 
 
g) The Word of God 
 
Quoting Deuteronomy, Jesus said, “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every 
word that comes from the mouth of God”, Matthew 4:4. His ministry sought to honour 
and emphasis the “Word of God”. For example, His first parable was based on the 
Word when he spoke of the four kinds of soil. Jesus specifically stated that the seed 

was the “Word”, “Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God” Luke 8:11.  
Furthermore, of His early preaching it was said, “…the crowd was pressing in on him 

to hear the word of God, he was standing by the lake of Gennesaret” Luke 5:1. He 
reprimanded the religious leaders for distorting the Word of God “So for the sake of 
your tradition you have made void the word of God” Matthew 15:6. Here was a 
direct reference to the OT as the “Word of God”. In contrast to the Pharisees, He 
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commended those who hear and keep the Word of God, "Blessed rather are those 
who hear the word of God and keep it!" Luke 11:28. Jesus believed firmly in the 
authority and inspiration of the OT as the Word of God, “If he called them gods to 
whom the word of God came- and Scripture cannot be broken….” John 10:35.  
 
For Jesus, preaching had to be based on the “Word of God”. He was very much a 
biblical preacher. Although He introduced revelation, He nevertheless respected and 
taught the OT scriptures. Indeed, this is demonstrated in His constant use of the 
book of Deuteronomy; a book that could almost be termed His source material. Jesus 
is the “Word” (John 1:1) both in His person and His teaching. 
 
As a consequence, the phrase that Jesus used, “the Word of God”, finds its roots in 
the book of Deuteronomy within the teaching of Moses. 
 
Moses did not use the same phrase, “Word of God”; rather he preferred “the Word of 
Yahweh” which, of course, has the same significance. This was emphasised at the 
commencement of his preaching, Deuteronomy 5:5 “…..while I stood between the 
LORD and you at that time, to declare to you the word of the LORD”. The reference 
here is to the giving of the Ten Commandments (Exodus 20). The “Word of the Lord” 
here represents the commandments and statutes of Yahweh. Thus the “Word of the 
Lord” is equivalent to the revelation of Yahweh as were the Ten Commandments 
written in stone.  
 
Deuteronomy 18:18, “I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their 
brothers. And I will put my words in his mouth and he shall speak to them all that I 
command him”. In this passage we have the plural, “my words” where the personal 
pronoun clearly refers to Yahweh. He is passing on His Word to this special prophet 
whom He is going to raise up. A messianic reference establishing what has been 
said above concerning the Person and Teaching of Jesus who spoke the “Word of 
God” (see also John 5:19ff). 
 
 

Deuteronomy 30:14 “But the word is very near you. It is in your mouth and in your 
heart, so that you can do it”. Towards the close of Moses’ preaching it would appear 
that Israel complained that this teaching is too hard and difficult to obey. Moses 
answers this by saying, "For this commandment that I command you today is not too 
hard for you, neither is it far off.  It is not in heaven, that you should say, 'Who will 
ascend to heaven for us and bring it to us that we may hear it and do it?' Neither is it 
beyond the sea, that you should say, 'Who will go over the sea for us and bring it to 
us, that we may hear it and do it?' But the word is very near you. It is in your mouth 
and in your heart, so that you can do it”,  Deuteronomy 30:11-14. The closing words 
might be better rendered, “…..in your heart to do it”. The meaning is that no one 
should complain that God’s Word is too difficult; it is not available only to the wise 
and powerful or those with heights of understanding. Indeed, it is written on their 
hearts; a message that is clear, understandable and meaningful. Yahweh’s Word is 
not clouded over with complex rituals, ceremonies into which only the elite are 
invited. No, it is plain and open to all who care to read, listen and obey.  
 
 
h) Life 
 
In the teaching of Jesus the subject “life” appears repeatedly. We are told from the 
beginning that life resides in Him as its source, “In him was life, and that life was the 
light of men ”John 1:4. Indeed, He told us that this was His reason for coming into 
the world, “ I came that they may have life and have it abundantly” John 10:10. 
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Standing between the dead and the living at the grave of Lazarus, Jesus stated, "I 
am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he 
live, John 11:25. Choices had to be made in respect of Jesus and He boldly told the 
self-righteous Pharisees, “yet you refuse to come to me that you may have life” John 
5:40. Such teaching was not new. Jesus would have known of the teaching of 
Moses. 
 
Pre-empting Jesus, Moses told the people that they had to make a choice "See, I 
have set before you today life and good, death and evil. Here is the choice”   
Deuteronomy 30:15. There would be no sitting on the fence, as it were. Individually 
(the Hebrew is written in the second person singular) each person had to make up 
their mind who they were going to serve (Joshua would put the same choice before 
them years later, Joshua 24:15ff). The decision was between accepting “life” or 
“death”. Notice how the adjective “good” is associated with “life” and “evil” with 
“death”. Again in verse 19 the stress is laid upon the need to make a choice, 
“Therefore choose life…” 
 
Moses then went on to inform the people that making the choice of “life” meant 
serving, obeying and loving Yahweh. Deuteronomy 30:19-20 “…..loving the LORD 
your God, obeying his voice and holding fast to him, for he is your life and length of 
days that you may dwell in the land that the LORD swore to your fathers, to 
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them." Of particular interest are the words, 
“for he is your life”. Yahweh was not merely a God to be worshipped, honoured and 
served as some kind of distant unknowable deity. To know Yahweh was to know life 
just as Jesus later was to say, “This is eternal life, to know you the only true God and 
Jesus Christ whom you have sent” John 17:3.  
 
i) Teaching 
 
Jesus, on many occasions was called “Teacher” twelve times in Mark’s Gospel 
alone. On a further twelve occasions in the same Gospel he is recorded to be 
“teaching”. His emphasis upon the need to teach flows through the Gospel narratives 
and reaches a climax in this last words,“…..teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age." Matt 
28:20. These words follow Jesus’ commission to “make disciples…” (Matt 28:19). A 
“disciple” is one who learns and is taught. When one becomes a Christian they never 
cease to learn; learning becomes their life long career. This, of course, is endorsed 
by the epistles which follow due to the comprehensive teaching that fills their pages.  
 
Moses, similarly, was a teacher. He saw that Yahweh had called him to teach, and in 
particular, to teach the revealed Law; Deuteronomy 4:14 “And the LORD 
commanded me at that time to teach you statutes and rules, that you might do them 
in the land that you are going over to possess”. He had a duty to teach the Word of 
Yahweh; his task was commanded of him by Yahweh, Deuteronomy 6:1 "Now this 
is the commandment, the statutes and the rules that the LORD your God 
commanded me to teach you, that you may do them in the land to which you are 
going over, to possess it”. 
 
At the close of his life, Moses, turned his teaching into a song as a means of 
impressing his teaching upon his hearers more effectively, Deuteronomy 32:2 “May 
my teaching drop as the rain, my speech distil as the dew, like gentle rain upon the 
tender grass, and like showers upon the herb”; Deuteronomy 31:19 "Now therefore 
write this song and teach it to the people of Israel. Put it in their mouths, that this 
song may be a witness for me against the people of Israel”.  
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Additionally, Moses saw the need to encourage families to becomes teachers 
themselves of the Law to their own children. All Israel had to become teachers, 
Deuteronomy 11:19 “You shall teach them to your children, talking of them when 
you are sitting in your house, and when you are walking by the way, and when you lie 
down, and when you rise”.  
 
Therefore, from both testaments it becomes obvious that teaching is a crucial activity 
of the Church. We disregard this at our spiritual peril. It was one of the failings of the 
priests in later years that they starved the people of the word of God, that they failed 
to teach as they should have done. Ignorance of the Law was one contributory 
element leading to the nation’s disobedience; “My people are destroyed for lack of 
knowledge; because you have rejected knowledge, I reject you from being a priest to 
me. And since you have forgotten the law of your God, I also will forget your children” 
Hosea 4:6.   
 
Conclusion 
 
As Jesus gave His teaching it must have seemed obvious to the religious leaders 
and, in some cases, the general population, that He was not novel, that they had 
heard it all before. It was, in fact, Deuteronomy yet again. Jesus fell into the tradition 
of the 8th century prophets who were themselves “Covenant re-enforcers”. Israel 
neglected the Sinaitic Covenant in favour of the Davidic Covenant. The common 
belief was that all Yahweh needed was conformity to the sacrificial system and that it 
does not matter what kind of lives they lived. The task of the prophets was to bring 
Israel back to the revealed Law, back to Deuteronomy and the remainder of the 
Pentateuch.  
 
What does this say to us? In the first place we are reminded of the importance of the 
Old Testament and especially books like Deuteronomy. Jesus is, by implication, 
telling us to return to Deuteronomy, but more importantly, return to the ethical and 
spiritual teaching of Deuteronomy. The New Testament does not permit us to reject 
the Old Testament for it is continually pointing us back in time to the teaching of 
Moses and the subsequent prophets.  
 
Secondly, Jesus is highlighting the same principle as Moses and the prophets, 
namely that it does matter what kind of lives we live. We might like to think that 
provided we have been “saved” we can live as we please because God will continue 
to forgive. Yet, both the ethical teaching of Deuteronomy and the teaching of Jesus 
which re-enforces the Old Testament, shows us that God expects changed lives; that 
we cannot disregard our sin; that we need to challenge ourselves to obedience. The 
New Testament with its “dispensation of the Spirit” does not allow for a rejection of 
the Old Testament along with its exhortations to holiness.  
 
 
 
Richard Lee.  
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