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Studies in Deuteronomy Chapter 4 

 

(2)  Yahweh and His Mighty Acts    32-40 

 

Introduction  

 

1.  Remember, Deuteronomy is a book of sermons. Moses is preaching  to Israel 

just before they were to enter the Promise Land. He gives various teachings and 

exhortations. If you enjoy sermons, you will enjoy Deuteronomy. Let me repeat 

C. Wright’s comments; “Deuteronomy has been aptly described as the heartbeat 

of the OT. Feel the pulse of Deuteronomy and you are in touch with the life and 

rhythm of the whole Hebrew Bible”. Also, for your encouragement note that 

Deuteronomy was the OT book most used by Jesus. You might like to read 

through Deuteronomy and find out why Jesus used this book so much? In what 

way did Deuteronomy fit in with His own teaching? 

 

2. Chapter 4:1-31 I called, “Obedience Commanded”. The point here is that 

holiness, sanctification are not an options. Holiness in the Christian life is an 

order, a command. We took verses 1-14 under the title, “Obedience 

Commanded” and then verses 15 - 31 “Idolatry cautioned”. 

 

3. Within the Apostle Paul’s letters he often chooses to place his doctrine first and 

to follow this with practical applications. In this case it is reversed (although there 

is a final application in vs 40). Moses gives us the exhortations and then follows 

this with his doctrine and theology. Yet, the principle is the same. Exhortations 

require theology.  

 

4. It is imperative that we learn our theology. The late M Lloyd-Jones states that a 

person must learn theology in order to become a Christian. This may sound 

astonishing, but in reality it is impossible to become a Christian without learning 

some theology about God, sin, Christ, salvation and judgement. Even the famous 

John 3:16 is full of theology.  

 

5. Similarly, in the Christian life we need our theology. Most of all we need to know 

about God; the doctrine of God is essential. It was for this reason that the NT is 

so full of teaching, theology and doctrine. If you do not like theology you ought to 
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be asking why God felt it necessary for Paul the Apostle to write so many long 

and complex letters.  

 

 

1. Yahweh and His Might Acts:  32-38 

 

1:1 (1) The God of Creation 

 

Verse 32a  “Ask now about the former days, long before your time, from the day God 
created man on the earth; ask from one end of the heavens to the other. Has anything 
so great as this ever happened, or has anything like it ever been heard of?” 

 

1:2 “Ask now about the former days, long before your time, from the day God created man 

on the earth”. Notice the words “the day God created man..”. It does seem as if Moses 

(author of Genesis 1) wishes us to be reminded that God created man on a single “day” 

as in Genesis 1:26. The Hebrew words that are used here ַהּיֹום  (the day), and   

 are the same words found in the creation narratives of (man) ָאָדם  and (create)ָ�ָרא

Genesis 1-2.  

 

1:3 The God of Creation. Just a simple reminder that all things around them including man 

and woman, are the products of God’s creation. He is responsible for the existence of 

humanity. This places Yahweh at the Lord of creation. He, therefore, has the right to call 

the shots; He has the authority to give His commandments and expect His created men 

and women to obey. 

 

1:4 Secondly, as the God of Creation He is the One who formed the universe “from one end 

of the heavens to the other”. We now know much more about space than did Moses. We 

know that the sun is 93 million miles from earth; that light travels at 186,000 miles a 

second; that the nearest star is 4.22 light years away from the earth. If you can see this 

star the light that you see now began its journey around March 2007. 

 

1:5 “Ask now about…” Go back to the Creation; look at the greatness of God reflected in the 

things that are made. This is the call of Moses. In our study of the Mighty Acts of 

Yahweh we have to begin with the Creation.  
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1:6 The words “Has anything so great as this ever happened, or has anything like it ever 

been heard of?” probably belong to the following verse 33 and 34.  

 

1:7 (2)  The God of Revelation 
 
 Verse 32a-34  “Has any other people heard the voice of God speaking out of fire, as you 

have, and lived? Has anything so great as this ever happened, or has anything like it 
ever been heard of? Has any other people heard the voice of God speaking out of fire, 
as you have, and lived?  Has any god ever tried to take for himself one nation out of 
another nation, by testings, by miraculous signs and wonders, by war, by a mighty hand 
and an outstretched arm, or by great and awesome deeds, like all the things the LORD 
your God did for you in Egypt before your very eyes?”  

 

 

1:8 What God has done in His revelation, election, redemption and preservation of Israel is 

wholly unparalleled and unprecedented. It has never happened before in any other 

nation and with any of the gods of these nations. Yahweh is totally unique; outstanding; 

different. Israel has an incomparable God. The evidence is here. 

 

 Verse 33  “Has any other people heard the voice of God speaking out of fire, as you 

have, and lived?” 

 

1:9 Yahweh is a God who speaks. In contrast to the idols which have visible form but cannot 

speak. No other gods give special revelation; they are dumb. But Yahweh has come 

down to His people and given them His laws. As in Psalm 147:19 “He has revealed his 

word to Jacob, his laws and decrees to Israel”. 

 

1:10 God might be displayed in His Creation (Ps 19) but He did not stop there. In addition to 

natural revelation He has given His special revelation. Yahweh has spoken. Indeed, they 

“heard the voice of God speaking”. Natural revelation is incomplete and will not lead a 

person to acknowledge the God who is there. Man needs to know of the special 

revelation – when God speaks. 
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1:11 (3)  The God of Redemption (34-36) 

 

 Verse 34    “Has any god ever tried to take for himself one nation out of another nation, 
by testings, by miraculous signs and wonders, by war, by a mighty hand and an 
outstretched arm, or by great and awesome deeds, like all the things the LORD your 
God did for you in Egypt before your very eyes?” 

 

1:12 “Has any god ever…..” Note from the NIV that in verse 33 it reads “the voice of God” 

with a capital “G” i.e., Yahweh. The ESV and some other translations have “the voice of 

a god” with a lower case “g”. Then, in verse 34 the NIV has “Has any god….” and the 

ESV follows suit.  

 

1:13 I suggest that, as the Hebrew text allows, that the Hebrew word for God ִהים�ֱא  

(elohim) should be taken to refer to Yahweh in verse 34 and not “any god”. In both 

verses (33 & 34) the writer is pointing to the uniqueness of Yahweh; there is none 

like Him – something that Moses will point to in verse 35. Moses is not speaking 

about other “gods”. Rather, he is describing Yahweh alone – the only true God. 

 

1:14 The answer to the rhetorical question in verse 34 is a resounding, “no”. The event of the 

Exodus was totally unique. Nothing like this had ever happened in the Fertile Crescent.  

Indeed, it was unheard of that the God of one nation should interfere with the political 

affairs of another nation. Gods were supposed to confine themselves to a single nation 

where they were served. Yahweh, however, is a political universal God. He does not 

remain within the bounds of Israel. Have you noticed how the prophets often prophesied 

to the nations with warnings of judgement – Yahweh is the universal God (Isaiah 13-24, 

Jeremiah 46-51, Ezekiel 25-32. He sends Jonah and Nahum to speak to Assyria; 

Obadiah to speak to Edom; Daniel to speak to Babylon.  

 

1:15 “Has any god ever tried..” The Hebrew means “trials, attempts”. No other god has ever 

even attempted such a feat as the Exodus. Yahweh is clearly unique.  

 

1:16 “…..by testings, by miraculous signs and wonders, by war, by a mighty hand and an 

outstretched arm, or by great and awesome deeds”. Israel must look back at their most 

recent history and see the power of Yahweh portrayed in the events of the Exodus. They 

must consider the plagues and opening of the Red Sea.  

 

1:17 The entire episode of the Exodus was unique. God had never done this before and He 

never did it again. It was a one-off! Israel must never forget it.  
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1:18 “all the things the LORD your God did for you”. Although Yahweh did this for Himself, 

“take for himself a nation” (His own inheritance vs 20), that is for His own glory, yet it 

was for Israel so that they might escape from Egypt that “iron furnace”. Let Israel know 

that Yahweh’s actions have been for them, their good, their benefit, for their deliverance.  

 

1:19 (4)  The God who stands alone (35) 

 

 Verse 35    “You were shown these things so that you might know that the LORD is God; 
besides him there is no other”. 
 

1:20 Moses informs Israel of what they must learn about God from the Exodus.  

 

1:21 “You were shown these things so that you might know….” Whilst the plagues were 

intended for Pharaoh and the Egyptians to bring about the nation’s release of the 

Hebrew slaves, there was theology in the historical events. Israel must look for the 

theology; their doctrine of God is portrayed in the history.  

 

1:22 “….so that you might know that the LORD is God; besides him there is no other”. 

Christopher Wright states, “Monotheism in Israel was not the conclusion of an evolution 

of religious speculation, but an assertion generated out of historical experience and 

grounded there”. 

 

1:23 Centuries later Isaiah builds on this teaching when he makes his affirmations about the 

unity of God and His sovereignty; “And there is no God apart from me, a righteous God 

and a Saviour; there is none but me” (Isaiah 45:21). From Moses to Isaiah the scriptures 

teach that God is One, that there are no other gods; that He alone rules. Monotheism 

has a long history. 

 

 Verse 36   “From heaven he made you hear his voice to discipline you. On earth he 
showed you his great fire, and you heard his words from out of the fire”. 
 

1:24 This self-display of Yahweh was not only to teach theology, it was also to “discipline” 

His people. The Hebrew  means, “correction which results in education”.  The 

reference is to Sinai and the fearful experience when Israel stood before Yahweh 

(see vs 10). All through the OT and NT the element of the “fear of God” is to be 

witnessed.  
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1:25 (5)  The God of Election (37) 

 

 Verse 37   “Because he loved your forefathers and chose their descendants after 
them, he brought you out of Egypt by his Presence and his great strength”, 

 

1:26 Paul states, “Note then the kindness and severity of God” (Romans 11:22). So, 

Moses, having reminded Israel of the “severity of God” in the previous verse; a 

severity that must make them tremble, he now brings to their attention the “kindness” 

of Yahweh and His “love” for them. Note again the balanced picture of God given 

both in the OT and the NT.  

 

1:27 Let us paraphrase John 3:16 and allow it to read, “God so loved the world that He 

chose Israel”. Germaine to Israel’s existence is the election of God. They are a nation 

purely because God in His sovereignty chose to create them and make them a 

nation. Israel has nothing of which to be proud. They are what they are because God 

chosen them.  

 

1:28 If it is asked, “Why did He choose Israel”, the answer has to be simply, “Because He 

loved them”. It was not because God saw some potential to become a great nation; 

or that the nation demonstrated some unique godliness and morality that was greater 

than the nations around them (Ezekiel says that they sinned more than the nations 

and were worse then any other nation). 

 

1:29 The love of Yahweh for Israel shines brilliantly in Deuteronomy. For example, “… 

showing love to a thousand generations..” (5:10); “He is the faithful God, keeping his 

covenant of love to a thousand generations” (7:9); “his covenant of love with you” 

(7:12); Yet the LORD set his affection on your forefathers and loved them, and he 

chose you (10:15); because the LORD your God loves you” (23:5).  

 

1:30 When Moses says, “The LORD did not set his affection on you and choose you 

because you were more numerous than other peoples, for you were the fewest of all 

peoples” (7:7) he uses a different Hebrew word. This time he uses ָחַׁשק (hshq) ( 

which means, “delighted; attached love”; a word that contains deep emotion.  
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1:31 (6)  The God of Preservation (38) 

 

 Verse 38  “to drive out before you nations greater and stronger than you and to bring 
you into their land to give it to you for your inheritance, as it is today”. 

 

1:32 It is obvious that these words must be joined together with the final words of verse 

37. The picture is that of Yahweh delivering His people from Egypt through His 

presence and mighty power, but then bringing them into the Promised Land where 

He has continued to care for them. 

 

1:33 A note on the Hebrew of verse 37 “by His Presence….” The Hebrew has a word 

which literally says, “by His face”. It is a word that stands for the presence and being 

of Yahweh. The Greek LXX has “He himself” who personally became involved in the 

Exodus. In the book of Exodus 3:7-8 the writer portrays Yahweh as personally 

“coming down” to the slaves in order to deliver them. One is reminded of the words, 

“God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself” (2 Cor 5:19), or “The Word 

became flesh and dwelt among us” ( John 14). 

 

1:34 Yahweh did much more than redeem them from slavery. He took care of them and 

drove “out the nations greater and stronger” than Israel. Israel, after leaving Egypt 

were a motley band of ex-slaves who had become nomads. They had had no proper 

experience as a nation; no central head-quarters; no king; and certainly no trained 

and experienced army. Alone they would never have conquered Canaan.  

 

1:35 Yahweh therefore continued His work with them. So, under Joshua they defeated the 

inhabitants. But in reality it was not Joshua, but Yahweh who fought for them that 

brought them victory. Remember Deuteronomy 1:30 “The Lord your God who goes 

before you will himself fight for you…..” 
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2. Yahweh and Israel’s obedience:  39-40  

 

2:1 The Precursor to the Final Application  (39) 

 

 Verse 39   “Acknowledge and take to heart this day that the LORD is God in heaven 
above and on the earth below. There is no other”.  

 

2:2 First, a reminder of the unity and oneness of Yahweh. This teaching on the 

monotheistic God must be “acknowledged and taken to heart”. Israel must first know 

this truth and then they must hold it firmly in their heart. The Hebrew words for “take 

to heart” ַוֲהֵׁשבָֹת ֶאל־ְלָבֶב� mean “cause to bring back into your heart”. It is as if Israel 

must make every effort to retain this teaching. They know the truth but it must be 

continually recalled. 

 

2:3 So, the doctrine before the exhortation. Rather like Pauline teaching in the NT where 

in such letters as Romans, Galatians and Colossians he gives solid biblical teaching 

first and then follows it up with strong applications relevant to the Christian life of 

holiness.  

 

2:4 The Final Application  (40) 

 

 Verse 40   “Keep his decrees and commands, which I am giving you today, so that it 
may go well with you and your children after you and that you may live long in the 
land the LORD your God gives you for all time”.  

 

2:5 This may be the end of Moses first sermon. So he ends as he began with an 

exhortation to obedience to the “decrees and commands” of Yahweh. Note that they 

are “His decrees and commands”, not those of Moses. Moses is merely the mouth-

piece of Yahweh. 

 

2:6 “…so that it may go well with you…”  Yahweh gives His “decrees and commands” for 

a positive purpose. It is for their welfare. He does not give His laws to make life hard, 

narrow and miserable. The only way Israel will be happy, healthy and prosperous is 

for them to be obedient.  

 

2:7 This concept is often repeated in Deuteronomy, 5:29 “Oh, that their hearts would be 

inclined to fear me and keep all my commands always, so that it might go well with 

them and their children for ever!”; Deuteronomy 6:3 “Pay attention, Israel, and be 
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careful to do this so that it may go well with you and that you may increase greatly in 

number”; Deuteronomy 6:18 “Do what is right and good in the LORD's sight, so that it 

may go well with you”. (See also Deut 12:25, 28, 22:7) 

 

2:8 “….and your children after you…” Israel must recognise that their conduct in relation 

to the decrees and commands of Yahweh will have a direct bearing upon the future 

wellbeing of future generations.  

 

3. Applications 

 

3:1 (1)  The Importance of Knowing God 

 

3:2 It has been stated that one of the greatest problems with Christian people is that they 

do not know God. Of course there are always two ways of looking at this. One can 

talk of knowing God personally through experience and this is necessary. But I 

maintain that it is impossible to know God in experience unless we already know 

about him in understanding and knowledge.  

 

3:3 When you first meet a person whom you do not know, before you can form an 

impression of their personality and decide whether you are going to like them or not, you 

will need to know something about them. Conversation therefore might focus on what 

sort of job; or whether he or she is married; interests etc. You begin to build up a store of 

information about this person and as you do you begin to see that the two of you have 

things in common and this binds you closer to that person. Gradually you form an 

impression of their personality, likes and dislikes and so the acquaintance grows. But it 

is always founded on information about that person.  

 

3:4 If we wish to know God experimentally it must begin with knowing about him. Sadly, 

many Christians have a very small amount of understanding of God, His nature, His 

methods, His character. Our doctrine of God is essential to our understanding of the 

Christian life. Sometimes we are confused about what is happening to us. We question 

whether after all God really loves us and the temptation is to fall into despair. This all 

happens because just do not know God. We are not aware of His sovereignty; His 

chastising hand; His purposes etc.  

 

3:5 I make the suggestion that we begin to study and learn about:- 
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 The God of Creation; The God of Revelation; The God of Redemption; The God of who 

stands alone; the God of Election; the God of Preservation. All this is contained in 

Deuteronomy 4:32-39. 

 

3:6 (2)  The Importance of Knowledge leading to Holiness 

 

3:7 Knowledge is not intended to become an end in itself. It’s main aim is salvation and 

holiness. Holiness is a fundamental teaching in the OT and NT. Our conduct and 

behaviour is heavily influenced by what we know about God. If we conceive of God as 

being purely love, we will be in danger of developing a careless attitude towards sin and 

holiness believing that God will turn a blind eye to our weakness because He loves us. It 

would, of course, heavily affect our belief about hell, judgement and the unsaved. Make 

a God of your own choosing and He will be a God who will serve your own ends. 

 

3:8 On the other hand we could have another unbalanced view of God thinking of Him as 

wrathful, judgemental, harsh and unloving. This would lead to despair and a lack of 

assurance of our Christian faith.  

 

 

3:9 It is within this passage that Moses, in his sermon, turns his attention to God. He has 

already spoken clearly about the need to obey the commands of God and the danger of 

idolatry. Within those teachings he has been strict and his applications have been filled 

with warnings. Why, then, does he feel the need to conclude with a section dealing 

essential with the doctrine of God? Why give them a lesson on theology? 

 

 

3:10 I suggest that the best motivation for holiness and obedience is not warnings of 

punishment, but descriptions of the nature and character of the God whom we serve. 

Here, in Deuteronomy 4:32-40 lies the motivation for holiness. Here is a picture of 

Yahweh and His Mighty Acts. Here in this passage we come across – the God of 

creation; the God of revelation the God of redemption; the God who stands alone; the 

God of election and the God of preservation.  

 

 

3:11 Do you know your biblical grammar? Do you know the difference between “Indicatives” 

and “Imperatives”? The former defines statements of truth; things as they really are; 

facts. The latter, portrays commands, orders and expectations. Biblical Indicatives form 
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the teaching, theology and instruction passages. Biblical Imperatives form the 

exhortations, commands and calls for obedience. Did you know that Ephesians 1-3 is all 

Indicatives; you do not find one Imperative. In other words they are statements of truth; 

facts about God, Jesus, Holy Spirit, salvation etc. The Imperatives, calls for obedience 

and action but do not begin until chapter 4.  

 

3:12   What does this teach us? The Indicatives become the motivation for the Imperatives. 

What we learn about God, about our salvation becomes the stimulation for action, 

changes to behaviour, obedience. The point being that as you learn about God and His 

grace you say to yourself, “In the light of this great salvation and in view of God’s great 

grace towards me, I can do no other than obey His word”. This is where our theology 

becomes so important. 

 

 

3:13 Now Moses seems to follow the same procedure except that he does it in reverse. 

Moses has given his teaching, namely the Imperatives. Now he follows it up with the 

Indicatives. Chapter 4:32-39 is full of Indicatives about God as I have already described. 

 

3:13  But it is at verse 40 that Moses once again introduces his Imperatives. In other words, 

Israel must live in the way God requires, not merely because of the punishments, but 

because of the greatness of God and what He has done in grace for His people.  

 

 

Conclusion 

 

1. Do you know God? Do you know about Him? Do you have a theology of God? It is your 

comfort and consolation in times of trouble and unfavourable circumstances. It is your 

encouragement.  It is your motivation for obedience.  

 

2. If you feel that there is no need for you to know God, then you must ask yourself this   

question, “Why was the Bible written? Why did God consider that we needed all this 

information? Why does the Apostle Paul give us so much doctrine in His letters? Why did 

Jesus give us so much of His teaching and then tell His disciples that He had more to give 

them? Why was Jesus called a “Teacher”? Why did Jesus commission His disciples, 

“Go…teaching them to observe all I have commanded you”?  

 

Richard Lee:  April 2012 


