
A Short Exposition of Romans 6 

Part 6:  

Verses: 19-23 

"The Wages verses the Free Gift"  

  

Introduction 

So far Paul has taught doctrine, made various exhortations and 
appealed to his reader’s own present position in which they are 
free from sin and slaves to righteousness. Now he reflects on 
their past unconverted position and discusses the 
disadvantages of this state as slaves to sin. Then, he 
summarises the seriousness of his teaching with a most 
powerful and yet frightening but glorious statement of truth, "For 
the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in 
Christ Jesus our Lord".  

  

Verse 19 

"I put this in human terms because you are weak in your natural 
selves. Just as you used to offer the parts of your body in 
slavery to impurity and to ever-increasing wickedness, so now 
offer them in slavery to righteousness leading to holiness".  

When Paul has spoken of "slavery" he has been using an 
illustration taken from contemporary life to establish his 
teaching, "I put this in human terms…". Such concepts of 
slavery and freedom were familiar to his readers. He was trying 
to make plain a very important subject. It is very important to 
Paul that his readers grasp the significance of his teaching so he 
goes to great lengths to make it plain. Such a phrase highlights 
the seriousness of this teaching and shows us how important it 
is for us to understand the meaning of this chapter. 

The reason for this, Paul explains, is "because you are weak in 
your natural selves". By nature we find it difficult to grasp the 
meaning of some teachings and thus we need analogies such 
as Paul is using here. We are "weak in your natural selves". Due 
to the Fall we have been rendered "weak" and thus have serious 
difficulty understanding spiritual issues. It is not unusual for us to 
complain that the Word of God is sometimes too difficult, that we 
cannot understand what we are reading. The reason may not 
always rest with the preacher or writer, but with us. We must 



acknowledge that we are by nature, "weak in our natural 
selves", that due to sin we have an in-built hindrance to 
evaluating spiritual matters. This is something we must struggle 
with and seek to overcome. We must strive to understand the 
Word of God, apply our minds seriously to its study and not be 
put off from our studies just because we sometimes find it 
difficult. There are many passages of scripture that urge 
Christians to develop their minds and grow in their 
understanding such as 1 Peter 2:2, Hebrews 5:12ff, 1 Cor 3:1ff. 
Christian, overcome this weakness of the flesh and grow in 
grace and in knowledge, for, as I have shown from this chapter, 
knowledge is vital to our progress in sanctification ( recall what 
was said on verses 6:3, 6:6, 6:9, 6:16 of this chapter). 

The following words of this text are almost a repeat of verse 13, 
"Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of 
wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as those who 
have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of your 
body to him as instruments of righteousness". It seems as if this 
aspect of his teaching is so important that in order to press 
home the point Paul must repeat himself. Preachers, note here 
that there is nothing amiss in repetition. You are in good 
company when, in your preaching, you repeat the most 
important aspects of your sermons. 

Notice first Paul’s comparison in this statement, "Just as…….so 
now". The first part represented the past, "just as you used to…" 
and the second part represents the present "…..so now offer". 
Christian, this is what we must be able to say, "Just as I used to 
in the past…..", but "now, in the present, I am….". There must 
be this contrast, "once I was like that", but "now I am like this".  

In speaking to his readers Paul can say that in the past you 
used to "offer the parts of your body in slavery to impurity and to 
ever-increasing wickedness". The same Greek word is used 
here for "offer" as in verse 13 (paresthsate parestesate) meaning 
"to present, offer, dedicate, provide". Slavery to sin has an 
"ever-increasing" element in it. You will recall how James 
demonstrates the gradual worsening of sin, "Then, after desire 
has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, 
gives birth to death" (James 1:15). Sin has the habit of 
increasing, growing and enlarging, for one-sin leads 
automatically to another sin.  

In his portrayal of the dreadful nature of sin Paul uses two 
particular words "impurity" and "wickedness". The first term, 
"impurity" is akaqarsia (akatharsia) meaning "uncleanness". God 
is purity sin is impurity. Many of the Christians in Paul’s day had 
been involved in lives of gross perversion, "…the sexually 
immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor 



homosexual offenders nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards 
nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God" ( I 
Corinthians 6:9-10). However, as Paul points out in this 
passage, they had been delivered from such an existence, "And 
that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were 
sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ and by the Spirit of our God" (1 Cor 6:11). Of course, all 
sin is "impurity" when compared to the utter purity of the 
Godhead. Think of Isaiah who, when faced with the glory of God 
had to confess his own dreadful sinfulness in these words, 
""Woe to me!" I cried. "I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean 
lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes 
have seen the King, the LORD Almighty", (Isaiah 6:5). It is 
Isaiah who tell us that in spite of our boasting about natural 
moral cleanliness, ultimately, in the eyes of such a holy God, "All 
of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our 
righteous acts are like filthy rags…" (64:6). We do not fully 
appreciate the sinfulness of our sins. One of the essential keys 
to holiness is a proper view, a biblical view, of our sins. 

The other term used by Paul in Romans 6:19 is "ever-increasing 
wickedness". The Greek has th| avnomia| eivj thn avnomian (te 
anomia eis ten anomian). The term avnomia (anomia) means 
"lawlessness, ignorant of law, violating law, wickedness". 
Although the last translation is correct, the term Paul used was 
with direct reference to "law", nomoj (nomos) is "law" and avnomia 
is "anti-law, without law, against law". It is the same word used 
by John to define sin, "sin is lawlessness" (h̀ a`martia evstin h` 
avnomia I John 3:4). But Paul makes it even stronger by saying 
literally, "one kind of lawlessness leading to another kind of 
lawlessness".  

What is sin? Any kind of sin, whatever it is and against whom 
ever it is committed is ultimately an act against the law of God. 
Sin is essentially an act of opposition against God. Society is 
only concerned about itself and sees sin only as anti-social 
behaviour. But, in reality, sin must be viewed as conduct 
directed against God. The reason for this is that sin is avnomia, 
that is, it is "lawlessness", it is a violation of the laws of God. 

Now, the point Paul is making is that this description 
characterised our pre-conversion days, but we have now "died 
to sin", we have been set free from sin and become "slaves of 
righteousness". Since this is true we must no longer "offer the 
parts of your body in slavery to impurity and to ever-increasing 
wickedness", rather, we must "offer them in slavery to 
righteousness leading to holiness". Notice once again how 
practical and active is this matter of holiness. There is no hint 
here of prayer, or worship, or meditation. Holiness is not 
achieved by attending special holiness meetings or being 



prayed for, however meaningful the latter might be. The way that 
leads to holiness is the practice of offering our bodies "to 
righteousness". This, says Paul is what "leads to holiness".  

We must, again, consider this phrase "slavery to righteousness", 
for this is what we are, for if we are no longer slaves to sin then 
we must be "slaves to righteousness". In other words, 
righteousness must dominate and control our lives. Just as it 
might be said of a person who is obsessed with some kind of 
hobby or sport that they are slaves to that kind of activity, so we 
must be so obsessed with holiness that it can be said of us that 
we are "slaves to righteousness". The term "righteousness" is, of 
course, the very opposite of "uncleanness" and "lawlessness". 
What do we aim for in sanctification? We aim to be pure, 
stainless, uncorrupted and spotless. Furthermore, we want to be 
lawful. We don’t want to be found by God to be opposing His 
Law, but rather obedient to it. All this is contained within the term 
"righteousness", a word that means legally right, morally right. 

The term "leading to holiness" in Greek reads, eivj àgiasmon (eis 
hagiasmon) "into holiness".  

When we make the effort to dedicate our bodies to 
righteousness we find ourselves getting deeper "into holiness". 
Such actions will develop and progress our holiness. It will 
deepen and advance our holiness, it will mature our holiness. 

Verse 20 

"When you were slaves to sin, you were free from the control of 
righteousness".  

In the Greek this verse begins with Paul’s usual "for" (gar gar), 
meaning, "because, for this reason". In other words, this 
statement is an explanation of the previous statement. He is 
building on the previous verse, he wants to expand on the 
statement in verse 19, the two verses are connected. This is, of 
course, quite obvious, as he continues the theme of slavery and 
freedom. 

Notice again his constant reminder that this slavery to sin was a 
thing of the past, "When you were slaves to sin". As Christians 
we must be able to say that this was true of us in the past but is 
no longer true today. Our obedience to sin as slaves has 
finished, we have ended that sphere of our existence. It is the 
same as saying that we have "died to sin". That part of our lives 
or existence is now all over. Hence our conduct should be 
demonstrating this fact. 



The following statement is very interesting because it is here 
that Paul adds something extra. It is in this second part of the 
verse that he is making his special point in addition to the 
previous verse. Paul adds, "….you were free from the control of 
righteousness". What does he mean? 

The NIV translators have added the words "from the control of " 
so as to make the statement more meaningful to the present day 
readers. The Greek simply reads, evleuqeroi hvte th| dikaiosunh| 
(eleutheroi ete te diaiosune), "you were free to righteousness", 
or "you were free men with respect to righteousness". This again 
is a description of their state and condition before becoming 
Christians. Not only were they slaves to sin, but they were also 
free from righteousness. Righteousness had no bearing on 
them, righteousness had no reference to them, it meant nothing 
to them, they were oblivious to righteousness, it had no hold or 
control over them. Before they were converted they were slaves 
to sin meaning that sin was their taskmaster, and as they were 
obedient to sin they had no obligation to serve the needs of 
righteousness.  

In a roundabout way Paul is seeking to impress upon his 
readers that their present status as Christians means that they 
are now bound to righteousness, obliged to righteousness, and, 
as he has stated in the previous verse, "slaves to 
righteousness". We can put it like this, the practice of 
righteousness is not optional, it is not a choice, and 
sanctification is not a voluntary matter. By reason of our 
conversion we are slaves to righteousness. There was a time 
when righteousness had no hold on us, we were not 
accountable to righteousness, thus we were free from its 
obligations and could sin freely. But this is no longer true of us. 
There was a time when we could "continue in sin" without any 
thought for righteousness, but all this has now changed, we are 
no longer free from the demands of righteousness, on the 
contrary, we are now slaves to righteousness.  

Christian, you and I must examine our lives and consider our 
relationship towards this matter of "righteousness". Are we living 
as if we are not accountable to the righteousness of God’s law, 
are we living in a manner that shows that we are "free from 
righteousness"? Does our lifestyle demonstrate that not only are 
we still slaves to sin, but that we are also not serving the 
interests and expectations of righteousness? You see, there are 
two sides to this issue. We must portray a life that is free from 
sin and no longer its slave, on the one hand, but on the other 
hand, we must display a life that is not free from righteousness 
but is under the control of righteousness.  



The NIV’s additional words, "the control of" righteousness, whilst 
not being a complete rendering of the Greek has clearly 
captured the meaning expressed by Paul. What is a Christian? 
How do you know a person is a Christian? There is only one 
question to ask, `Is this person living under the domination and 
control of righteousness`? 

Verse 21 

"What benefit did you reap at that time from the things you are 
now ashamed of? Those things result in death!".  

Paul is continuing to press home his teaching by reverting back 
to their past non-Christian lives. He wants to show them the 
contrast between the "then" and the "now". In so doing Paul 
encourages them to examine the so-called rewards of sin, the 
so-called advantages of sin, by saying, "What benefits did you 
reap…?" that is, before you were converted. 

The Greek text has "what fruit did you have then" (tina ouvn 
karpon tina oun karpon). This statement begins with Paul’s 
favourite "therefore", showing its connection with the previous 
statement and, once again, an explanation and development of 
the foregoing statement.  

The use of the term "fruit" is a typical New Testament term to 
describe an "effect" of something or a "result" of something. We 
are used to the term in Galatians 5 where the "fruit of the Spirit" 
is spoken. Jesus used this analogy in John 15 when talking of 
the "vine" and the "branches that bear fruit". In both the Old 
Testament and New Testament the term depicts the evidence 
and proof of something that has occurred.  

Now Paul is appealing to his readers to look back at their past 
lives and consider what benefits, what fruit, what results 
emerged from their lives lived in slavery to sin. What were the 
benefits of serving sin? What advantages, what fruit, and what 
improvements to the quality of their lives did they gain? 

To the world and the non-Christian sin may be seen to have its 
own rewards and benefits. Moses had to leave Egypt and the 
writer to the Hebrews speaks of him leaving the "…the 
pleasures of sin…" (Hebrews 11:25). But, although this may be 
true, Paul is addressing his Christian readers and saying that as 
they reflect back on their past non-Christian days their previous 
sinful actions have not benefited them now, and in fact they 
have been left feeling ashamed! "…the things you are now 
ashamed of?".  



"ashamed". Here is an interesting test. How do we know that we 
are Christians? Well, when we sin, are we ashamed of our sins? 
Do some of our past behaviours come back to haunt us? Does 
our sin trouble us and cause us to have a deep sense of shame 
and embarrassment? You see, we must come back to the 
beginning of our study when in verse 1 Paul asked this question, 
"shall we continue in sin…?". The point is this, how can a 
Christian continue in sin when his sin makes him so ashamed? 
If some of the sins of the past, before we were converted, make 
us ashamed, how much more, now that we are Christians, does 
our sin cause us shame and great concern. 

"Those things result in death!". This is the second time within 
this passage that Paul has spoken of the dreadful 
consequences of sin (see verse 16) and he will do so once 
again in verse 23. Sin, rather than producing meaningful and 
lasting benefits, actually results in spiritual "death". This is the 
final fruit of sin. This is where it ultimately leads. Let us be 
perfectly clear about this matter of holiness. If we choose "to 
continue in sin", if we choose to abuse grace "because we are 
not under law", then we will ultimately inherit the final 
consequence which is spiritual death. By throwing in these 
statements from time to time, which almost appear to be casual 
comments (it is only in verse 23 that he actual expounds this 
matter), Paul is warning his readers of the alternatives to 
holiness. It is as if he wants us to continually keep this issue 
before us. We need to be reminded of the seriousness of 
holiness and to recognise that "without holiness no man shall 
see the Lord" (Hebrews 12:14). This is the importance of 
holiness. It is the proof of our salvation. If you want to continue 
in sin then you must conclude that you are not a Christian and 
the end result will be spiritual death.  

Where the NIV has "results" the Greek has teloj (telos) 
meaning, "end". Christian, think much upon "the end". What will 
be your "end"? There is a similar passage in Ezekiel 7:2-3 
where Israel is called upon to consider the "end". It reads like 
this, "Son of man, this is what the Sovereign LORD says to the 
land of Israel: The end! The end has come upon the four corners 
of the land. The end is now upon you and I will unleash my 
anger against you. I will judge you according to your conduct 
and repay you for all your detestable practices". The Greek teloj 
(telos) can also mean the completion, the point at which 
something finishes.  

We do not spend much time thinking of how we will end, what 
will happen to us at the end of our lives. Often we are so 
absorbed in the matter of living that we do not give time and 
space to think out what will happen to us at the "end" of our 
lives. Christian, give this some careful thought and in so doing 



examine your lives to see whether there is evidence to show 
that you are no longer a slave to sin and that you are under the 
control of righteousness. This is an important issue, because the 
final "end" of those who are still slaves to sin will be this terrible 
eternal spiritual death. Remember, the "end" is coming, one day 
everything will come to its final "end" even though the world 
seems to live as if everything will just go on forever. Think on the 
solemn words of 1 Corinthians 15:24 "Then the end will 
come….". 

  

Verse 22 

"But now that you have been set free from sin and have become 
slaves to God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the 
result is eternal life".  

In contrast to his previous statement Paul thinks better things of 
his readers. He knows that they "have been set free from sin 
and have become slaves to God". The words "but now" are 
important as they highlight the present state of the readers and 
demonstrate clearly their new and different status. Once they 
were slaves to sin, but now they have been set free. In a sense 
one can almost define a Christian by these two words, "but 
now"! You must be able to say once this was true of you "but 
now" this is true of you. Once you were slaves to sin, "but now" 
that is no longer true of you, it is all different, you are a new 
creation, all things have become new, the old has passed away. 

Notice once again how Paul uses the passive voice. He is so 
thoroughly God centred that he cannot avoid talking to his 
readers in this manner, showing that they are what they 
because of the intervention of God’s grace. They did not set 
themselves free, God did it, "you have been set free". 
Furthermore, the following positive statement is also written in 
the passive, "and have become slaves to God". We were 
liberated by grace, delivered from sin by grace and brought into 
the Kingdom by grace. This is how we should describe our 
salvation. Our testimonies should be written and spoken using 
the passive voice. 

"slaves to God". This is the first time that Paul has used this 
concept. He implied it in verse 16, he spoke of being "slaves to 
righteousness" in verse 18, and again in verse 19, "slavery to 
righteousness", and of the "control of righteousness" in verse 
20, but here in verse 22 he uses a new phrase, "slaves of God". 
Of course it means exactly the same as the other statements to 
which I have referred, for to be a slave of righteousness is the 
same as being a slave of God. 



However, within this phase Paul is being more precise and 
narrowing down the issue. Yes, of course the Christian is "free", 
but he or she is not free to sin. This is why it is impossible for a 
true Christian to "continue in sin". Having been set free from one 
kind of bondage we have become enslaved to another. This is 
what Paul means when he wrote, "You are not your own; you 
were bought at a price" (1 Corinthians 6:19,20).  

Christian, you do not belong to yourself. We have no right to live 
to ourselves, we have no right to merely please ourselves, and 
we have no right to sin. We are meant to serve God, we are His 
slaves, we belong to Him, He is our master. There is an 
obligation laid upon us to be obedient. We have no freedom of 
our own. We live to please only Him. Listen to the words from 2 
Corinthians 5:15, "And he died for all, that those who live should 
no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and 
was raised again". We have no right to "live to ourselves". We 
belong to God, therefore our whole lives must become 
dedicated to living "for Him who died for us and was raised 
again".  

"the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal 
life". In contrast to verse 21 where the "benefit" reaped was only 
"shame" that resulted from being slaves to sin with death as the 
final end, now, they have the benefit of holiness which will 
ultimately lead to the eternal live. He had already made a similar 
statement in verse 19 where he spoke of "righteousness which 
leads to holiness".  

The word "benefit" as we notice in the previous verse, in the 
Greek has karpoj (karpos) meaning "fruit" or the "effect" of 
something or a "result" or consequence of something. In other 
words, the consequence of being set free from sin and being 
made a slave of God is "holiness". For a definition of this "fruit" 
we would need to turn to a passage such as Galatians 5:22, 
"But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control". The 
important point in this passage is that "fruit" being the 
consequence and results of slavery to God is the only reliable 
proof of our salvation. If we want to know whether or not we are 
Christians destined for "eternal life" then we must look for this 
"fruit". Go back to verse 21 and contrast these words with "what 
benefit (fruit) did you have then?. Of course the answer to this 
question is simply "None". Before you were converted there was 
no "fruit", there was no evidence of the "fruit of the Spirit". There 
was no evidence of it. Then, comes the "but now" of verse 22, 
things are different being slaves to God, the fruit in the evidence, 
"the benefit (fruit) you reap", is holiness.  



From this passage I can put is as strongly as this. There is no 
such thing as a Christian who does not bear fruit, there is no 
such thing as a Christian who does not show the evidence of 
holiness. You cannot have such a thing. It was James who said, 
"so faith without deeds is dead" (James 2:26), meaning that if 
you have a profession of faith but do not have the works, or the 
fruit to prove it, then you have no faith at all, it is a dead faith. 

If you want to know how important is holiness, then look at the 
final works of this text, "the result is eternal life". The Greek 
copies the words from verse 21 which simply stated, "the end of 
those things is death", and now in verse 22 it says, "the end is 
life eternal". Both statements use the Greek teloj (telos) 
meaning, end, finality, and completion. What will be the end of 
those who are still slaves to sin? Death. What will be the end of 
those who are portraying the fruit of holiness? Eternal life. The 
following verse will now expound and summarise for us this 
most solemn teaching. 

Verse 23 

"For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in 
Christ Jesus our Lord".  

Notice the use of the opening "For", this is a term, as we have 
observed before, shows that what follows is really just an 
explanation of the preceding words. Paul is, in a sense, not 
saying anything new but simply expounding a previous 
statement. "For" (Greek gar gar) can be rendered, "because, 
since".  

It is usual for this statement to be used simply as an evangelistic 
text from which the Gospel is preached. But, we must 
acknowledge that this statement comes as an integral part of 
Romans 6, which was principally addressed to Christians. If we 
only view this text as an evangelistic Gospel text we will lose its 
force within the wider context of sanctification. Remember, Paul 
is still dealing with the danger of misusing grace, we must keep 
in mind his reason for writing this statement and for this reason 
keep looking at the first verse, "Shall we go on sinning so that 
grace may increase?". This is so important to Paul that he 
mentions it again in verse 15, "Shall we sin because we are not 
under law but under grace?".  

Let me remind you again of what this chapter is all about. Grace, 
saving grace is such a magnificent theme, it means that we are 
not saved through any efforts or works of our own, there has 
been nothing but unmerited favour shown to us. We are what we 
are in Christ due solely to the intervention of God. We can only 
attribute our salvation to sovereign grace. There is nothing 



within our salvation of which we can boast. Salvation is all of 
Grace, it is all of God. 

But the message goes further than this. Grace not only saves us 
it preserves us. Through salvation we have stepped into a world 
of grace. God’s good grace surrounds us on every side. His 
grace preserves us, protects us and, what is more, continues to 
forgive our sins. I can only summarise this from a simple 
statement made by John in his Gospel, "From the fullness of his 
grace we have all received one blessing after another" (John 
1:16). For my purposes I want to emphasis the term grace within 
this sentence and therefore must refer again to the Greek which 
reads, carij avnti carij (karis anti karis), "grace upon grace". 
The NIV has chosen to use the term "blessing", but what the 
apostle actually wrote was "grace". As Christians we have 
continued to receive one blessing of grace upon another 
blessing of grace. Like the waves of the sea upon the beach, as 
one grace has been used another has come to replace it. 
Indeed, this was Paul’s teaching in Romans 5:20, "But where sin 
increased, grace increased all the more". In other words, there is 
always sufficient grace to cover our sins. We will never exhaust 
the wealth of God’s grace. 

Now, because of this abundance of grace, it is possible for us to 
abuse this blessing. We could conclude that if everything is 
through grace and as there is so much grace, surely we can 
"continue in sin" because God’s grace will always be at hand to 
forgive and restore. The abuse of grace is one of the Christian’s 
greatest dangers. It is for this reason that Romans 6 has been 
written. I go further, it is for this reason that some powerful 
arguments have been presented within this chapter showing that 
if we are really Christians it is inconceivable that we should 
abuse grace in this fashion. Indeed, it is for this reason that Paul 
has applied some of the most severe warnings. I suggest, 
therefore, that verse 23 should be read in the light of Romans 6 
and see it as a most serious warning to us not to abuse grace. 

What is verse 23 really saying? Put simply it is saying to us, "If 
we choose to abuse the grace of God that gives us eternal life in 
Christ Jesus then the wages that we will reap will be death".  

Let us first of all examine the two parts of the verse separately 
and consider some important words. Take the first part of the 
verse, "For the wages of sin is death". The term used for 
"wages" in the Greek is ovywnia (opsonia) meaning, "provisions 
supplied for an army, recompense, allowance". This is not the 
usual term for "wages" which are paid for services rendered. It is 
used of army allowance (see Luke 3:14) and also of material 
support that Paul received from some of the churches, "I robbed 
other churches by receiving support from them so as to serve 



you". The usual word for "wages" is misqoj (misthos) which is 
used of "payment, dues paid for work, hire".  

I suggest that the most appropriate translation of this phrase, 
therefore, would be "the rations of sin is death". The reason for 
wanting to use this rendering is that it is more in keeping with 
the context of the passage. From verse 16 Paul has been talking 
about being "slaves to sin". This has been his general theme in 
contrast to the Christian who is a "slave to righteousness". Now 
a slave does not receive wages. He is not paid for his labour. 
The slave only receives "rations, allowance, support" to keep 
him or her alive for service. It is the hired servant who is granted 
"wages" in the true sense of the word because he is hired for a 
piece of service and hence is paid accordingly. But we are not 
talking about servants, we are talking about being slaves. It is 
important that to understand this verse and that we maintain the 
right sense of slavery. 

Let us now take the words "the gift of God is eternal life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord". The word "gift" in the Greek is a very familiar 
term, carisma (karisma) meaning, "grace gift". It is the term from 
which we derive "charismatic" where the root of the word is carij 
(karis) meaning simply "grace". We can, therefore, render this 
part of the verse as "the grace gift of God is eternal life in Jesus 
Christ our Lord".  

What then, is Paul saying in this verse? The use of his familiar 
preposition to begin this verse "for" leads us to conclude that 
this is nothing less than an explanation of the previous verse. I 
will go even further and suggest that this statement is in fact a 
summary conclusion of the section that runs from verse 16-22. 
Again notice all the connecting prepositions throughout this 
section. Notice also the common theme that is running through 
these seven verses. They all contain the element of "slavery". 
This is what we have been looking at within this section; verse 
16, "….whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to 
obedience, which leads to righteousness?"; verse 17, "you used 
to be slaves to sin; verse 18, "you have been set free from sin 
and have become slaves to righteousness"; verse 19, "Just as 
you used to offer the parts of your body in slavery to impurity"; 
verse 20, "When you were slaves to sin"; verse 22, "But now 
that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves to 
God".  

It is sensible, therefore, given that verse 23 begins with another 
"for" to suggest that Paul is continuing with his theme. What 
Paul is saying here, therefore, is this, if we say that we can 
"continue in sin", treating sin lightly and carelessly, then it only 
shows that we are still slaves to sin, we have never genuinely 
been set free from the mastery of sin, and as a consequence we 



will reap our rations, our dues, as slaves of sin. "The wages of 
sin is death". But, on the other hand, if our life style shows that 
we have been set free from sin and have become slaves to 
righteousness that leads to holiness, then it shows that instead 
of reaping rations or our dues, we will receive the gift of eternal 
life in Christ that comes from the grace of God. 

Another way of looking at this verse is to consider the teaching 
of Paul about "benefits" that accrue from either being a slave to 
sin (see verse 21, "What benefit did you reap at that time from 
the things you are now ashamed of? Those things result in 
death!" ) or the "benefits" that come from being a slave of God 
(see verse 22 "But now that you have been set free from sin and 
have become slaves to God, the benefit you reap leads to 
holiness, and the result is eternal life").  

Christian, we are faced with a choice. Either we show ourselves 
to be slaves to sin or we show ourselves to be slaves to God. 
Look at the results and the outcome of each slavery. The one 
will end in "death" and the other in "eternal life". One is your due 
or rations, the other is a free gift. If you want to "continue in sin" 
then you must realise that you will be given your due reward, 
"death". But if, on the other hand, you are committed to 
righteousness and holiness then you are definitely under grace 
and will receive eternal life. 

None of this must be taken, of course, to teach salvation by 
works. This is impossible because of the way verse 23 is written. 
Sin does reap it own rewards. But, salvation, is bestowed 
through "grace". Paul does not argue that as sin produces its 
own due in "death", so holiness will also produce its due in 
"eternal life". No, there is a vast difference here. Sin is rewarded 
with death, but it is not holiness that is rewarded with eternal life, 
this only comes through grace. The pursuit of holiness will only 
show, demonstrate and prove that you are a slave to 
righteousness and thus a true recipient of divine grace that 
grants you "eternal life".  

Finally, notice how such significant matters as "death" and 
"eternal life" becomes the parts of a subject like sanctification. 
Essentially this is not a Gospel text written to appeal to the 
unconverted. It is written to Christians to sound a serious 
warning note. Christians, take heed to your sanctification for this 
may decide whether you receive the rations of sin which is 
eternal "death" or whether you are a recipient of grace which 
brings "the gift of eternal life". 

Conclusion 



It is my suggestion that Christians should read Romans 6 every 
week. Why? Because the matter of personal sanctification is so 
important. We cannot afford to treat this subject lightly. 
Unholiness will not merely mean that we forfeit a few blessings 
or future rewards in heaven. It will mean that we will forfeit 
eternal life itself. The matter is as important as this. 

Let us, therefore, in the light of this teaching, be constantly 
examining ourselves to see that we are in the faith ( 2 
Corinthians 13:5).  

Richad Lee.  
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