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Studies in the book of Revelation 
 
 
Introduction 
 
Turning from the epistles and Gospels to Revelation can somewhat of a culture shock.  
Instead of doctrinal arguments, narratives, teachings, one now finds a book full of 
strange and frightening pictures of dragons, beasts, stars, plagues, earthquakes, and 
thrones. 
 
What is it all about? How can we begin to understand it? Of what benefit is this book to 
us? How can we avoid misunderstanding it? 
 
I want to suggest that we approach this book using a number of very simple questions, 
which I shall seek to answer. We want to ask these questions How? When? Why? What?  
 
This is the way I plan to survey this book. 
 
I]  How should we read this book? 
2] When was it written? 
3] Why was it written? 
4] What does Revelation mean to us? 
 
1. How should we read and understand Revelation? 
 
When you view a painting how do you look at it? What do you do with a picture? You 
could come close to examining each tiny brush stroke using a magnifying glass and 
study the finer details. The trouble with this is that you would never actually see the 
picture as the artist intended.  
 
The best way to view a picture is to stand back (depending on its size) and take in the 
entire scope of the painting. You need to see it all at once. You need to take in the whole 
scene. It then gives you an impression, a feeling, and you will experience something from 
your panoramic survey of the whole picture. 
 
I suggest that this is what you do with Revelation. You could come up close and ponder 
and argue the finer minutiae making detailed interpretations of each and every verse, 
portent, and imagery. On the other hand, you could take in the entire book, read it from 
cover to cover in one or two sittings, and sit back and get an impression of the entire 
scene being left with several major themes to ponder.  
 
This, I believe is what we should do with Revelation. I believe Revelation should be read 
with a view to getting an impression. Its teaching can be found elsewhere in the OT and 
NT, but it is here in Revelation that we get a video portrayal of certain major biblical 
themes. Revelation is pictorial rather than didactic; it is visionary rather than instructive; it 
is to be seen rather than studied. 
 
As I stated at the beginning, this book is entirely different from Romans, Galatians or one 
of the Gospel. It is, of course, partly an epistle as the first three chapters present seven 
letters, or epistles, to the seven Churches. Apart from some symbolism, they almost read 
like normal NT letters.  
 
However, when you turn on to chapters 4-22 the style changes totally and is so different 
from anything that you have encountered before in the NT. You have now entered the 
world of Apocalyptic literature. Such literature was common to Jews and Christians from 
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about 200 BC to 200 AD. This means that there is an abundance of literature from 
around that period that was not canonical, but the style is the same, and the original 
readers of Revelation would already be familiar with this approach.  We come across 
some types of this material in Ezekiel, Daniel, Zechariah and parts of Isaiah. But it is only 
in Revelation that we find it in abundance dominating almost the entire book.  
 
Apocalyptic literature is a definite form of writing that is different from all other forms of 
biblical text. For example, the OT prophets were told to write down what they had 
“heard”, and didactic revelation of certain truths were given to the NT apostles; recall 
Jesus’ words, “I have yet many things to say to you”. However, in the case of Revelation 
the material was given differently, John was told to, “write down what you see”.  This is 
the character of apocalyptic literature. The writer records what he “sees”, and so the 
reader should take the book and “see” its contents. It is material to be “seen”.  
 
Another characteristic of Apocalyptic literature is that it is written in the form of “fantasy”. 
Jesus used symbolic language for which he borrowed true-life examples, such as salt, 
mustard, lamps etc. All these are genuine, understandable items known to us in real life. 
However, in the Apocalyptic literature it is different. The writer talks of dragons, beasts 
with horns, locusts with scorpions’ tails having human heads. All are quite ferocious and 
frightening. The stuff that sci-fi and horror movies are sometimes made of. It is not 
possible to interpret any of these visions literally. This would be a grave mistake and to 
do so would be to misunderstand the use and purpose of Apocalyptic literature. 
 
Therefore, we must see the scenes as whole pictures and not press individual details. To 
do so would be to miss the wood for the trees. The scenes are there to make a point, the 
details are there to add emphasis and colour to the drama that is being enacted before 
the reader. In Revelation you are watching a video or DVD.  
 
For this reason it is my suggestion that we refrain from a close and particular 
interpretation of the finer details, descriptions and numbers etc, and concentrate upon 
getting an over-all impression from the complete picture of Revelation. Read for the big 
picture. Let your reading itself be an experience. Do not try to figure out the details. Let 
the visions roll over you like the waves of the sea until you begin to sense a feel for the 
book and you identify with the writer and enter into the scenes. Approach it as you would 
a film or play. 
 
2. When was Revelation written? 
 
The dating of the book of Revelation is around AD 90. Since the days of Nero, 
Christianity was becoming less and less acceptable to the common people and also 
Rome. Christians were viewed with suspicion due to their teaching and life style.  People 
could not understand Christianity. They called them atheists for not believing in the gods 
of Rome; they were cannibals for they talked of eating the body of Christ; enemies of the 
State for they spoke of another King; damaging to the moral of the country for they sang 
and preached about another Kingdom to come. 
 
Parallel to this, Emperor worship was growing in its popularity. Thus, loyalty to the state 
was judged by the standard of devotion to the Emperor as a god. Such a concept, 
however, was never fully developed until the reign of Domitian towards the end of the 
first century. 
 
Emperor Domitian (AD 81-96). Domitian took the view that he was a god to be 
worshipped, styling himself as "Master and God'", and inclined to suspect of treachery 
those who looked askance at his cult. The customary oath 'by the genius of the Emperor' 
became officially obligatory. It was during his reign as Emperor (c AD 90) that John was 
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banished to the island of Patmos (Rev 1:9), thus this period sets the scene for the 
background of the book of Revelation written around AD 90.  

Domitian had a great lust for power, which made him very unpopular. He exercised a 
reign of terror. Christians lost their property, their employment, and then their lives. They 
would often be given a choice between worshipping Caesar or Jesus. Many were sent 
into exile because of their faith and thus we read in Revelation 1:9, “I, John, your brother 
and companion in the suffering and kingdom and patient endurance that are ours in 
Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of 
Jesus”.  

Indeed, there are many references in the book to God’s people suffering persecution and 
trial. Consider these references, 2:9-10, 13, “I know your afflictions and your poverty…… 
I know the slander of those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of 
Satan. Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. I tell you, the devil will put some 
of you in prison to test you, and you will suffer persecution for ten days… I know where 
you live--where Satan has his throne. Yet you remain true to my name. You did not 
renounce your faith in me, even in the days of Antipas, my faithful witness, who was put 
to death in your city--where Satan lives.”;  7:14 “These are they who have come out of 
the great tribulation; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of 
the Lamb”; 13:7 “He was given power to make war against the saints and to conquer 
them. And he was given authority over every tribe, people, language and nation”; (see 
also 16:5-6). 

Believers were being severely persecuted and tortured for their faith. Some were pining 
away in dingy dungeons or were about to be imprisoned; they were suffering hunger, 
thirst or famine (6:8, 7:16); some had been cast before wild beasts (6:8) ; many had been 
beheaded (20:4), whilst others had been taken from their homes and thrown into exile, a 
long way from home separated from family and friends. 

The theme here is of Christians being persecuted by the Sate of Rome. Indeed, 
persecution ran from the days of Neo, around AD 69 until, 337 AD, under Constantine 
who became a nominal Christian and so ended all persecutions. The Church and the 
State are seen to be on a collision course. As the book was written in AD 90, just at the 
beginning of a long period of persecution, some three hundred years, it seems to be 
saying that there is more persecution to follow and that it will appear that the State has 
triumphed over the Church but things are not what they seem.  

3. Why was Revelation written? 

We must remember a vital point when considering Apocalyptic literature. Apocalypse 
was born out of a time of persecution and oppression to show the ultimate triumph of 
good over bad. For the Christians, Revelation showed that eventually God in His 
sovereignty would end all tribulation and torment for His people bringing victory for the 
oppressed and judgement for the oppressors. This is an important clue for understanding 
the meaning and purpose of the book. Hence it was important for us to consider the 
historical background and context against which John wrote.  The Apocalypse is meant 
to show them and us that things are not what they seem. 

Revelation, therefore, was written to encourage the people of God in the face of such 
persecution and distress, a time of persecution that was to last for over 300 years. It is 
my view, therefore, that whatever interpretation we arrive at, it must be one that makes 
Revelation relevant to the original readers and relevant to their time of stress and 
oppression by the governing authorities.  
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Let us observe first of all some references from Revelation that indicate this 
“encouragement” theme.  

In the seven letters to the Churches there are several passages of pure encouragement 
to oppressed and persecuted people; Revelation 2:2-3 “I know your deeds, your hard 
work and your perseverance……. You have persevered and have endured hardships for 
my name, and have not grown weary”. Revelation 2:9-10 “I know your afflictions and your 
poverty-….. I know the slander of those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a 
synagogue of Satan”. And again,  “Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. I tell 
you, the devil will put some of you in prison to test you, and you will suffer persecution for 
ten days. Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give you the crown of life”. 
Revelation 2:13 “I know where you live--where Satan has his throne. Yet you remain true 
to my name. You did not renounce your faith in me, even in the days of Antipas, my 
faithful witness, who was put to death in your city--where Satan lives”. 

Within the book itself there are pockets of moving scenes where God’s people cry to Him 
from their suffering seeking justice, “They called out in a loud voice, "How long, 
Sovereign Lord, holy and true, until you judge the inhabitants of the earth and avenge our 
blood?  Then each of them was given a white robe, and they were told to wait a little 
longer, until the number of their fellow servants and brothers who were to be killed as 
they had been was completed. " (6:10-11). 

There are three main themes in Revelation which serve as an encouragement to the 
persecuted Christians of John’s day. 

In the first place we must note the strong and all pervading emphasis on the Sovereignty 
of God over against the prevailing political and religious powers of the day. The scene in 
heaven opens with a picture of God as the King, there is in heaven a “throne” ( 4:2); God 
is seen first as the Creator of all things, “You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive 
glory and honour and power, for you created all things, and by your will they were 
created and have their being”. The Throne is again emphasised showing God as “sat on 
the throne” (5:1). This theme continues with ever increasing emphasis as in 7:15 
“Therefore, "they are before the throne of God”.  

Then we come to such powerful statements as, “Lord God Almighty, the One who is and 
who was, because you have taken your great power and have begun to reign” (11:17), 
which is again repeated “"Great and marvellous are your deeds, Lord God Almighty. Just 
and true are your ways, King of the ages.  Who will not fear you, O Lord, and bring glory 
to your name? For you alone are holy. All nations will come and worship before you, for 
your righteous acts have been revealed." (15:3-4). The theme increases with similar 
shouts of praise to the sovereignty of God, “Then I heard what sounded like a great 
multitude, like the roar of rushing waters and like loud peals of thunder, shouting: 
"Hallelujah! For our Lord God Almighty reigns  (19:6). And then finally, there is this 
acclamation of praise in the words describing Jesus in His risen glory, “On his robe and 
on his thigh he has this name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS”, (19:16).  

Furthermore, this sovereignty is seen in terms of God’s control and use of all evil powers. 
This, I believe is well supported within the Old Testament and the NT. Nothing happens 
but that God is in it. He is not the author of evil but He permits and uses it. The account 
of Job is sufficient for this. 

Hence in Revelation the horrors that God’s people (and others) suffer are controlled and 
ordered by His loving and wise hands. In chapter 6 the horseman are given a limited 
amount of power in their destruction, “Its rider was given power to take peace from the 
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earth and to make men slay each other. To him was given a large sword. I looked, and 
there before me was a pale horse! Its rider was named Death, and Hades was following 
close behind him. They were given power over a fourth of the earth to kill by sword, 
famine and plague, and by the wild beasts of the earth”. (6:4,8). Then in the following 
chapter the same emphasis is found, “Then I saw another angel coming up from the 
east, having the seal of the living God. He called out in a loud voice to the four angels 
who had been given power to harm the land and the sea”: 7:2. Then go on to chapter 9, 
“The fifth angel sounded his trumpet, and I saw a star that had fallen from the sky to the 
earth. The star was given the key to the shaft of the Abyss....They were told not to harm 
the grass of the earth or any plant or tree, but only those people who did not have the 
seal of God on their foreheads....They were not given power to kill them, but only to 
torture them for five months. …. (9:1,4,5). Also consider also 9:15, 16:9.  

The “Beast” in chapter 13:1 and the “Prostitute” (Harlot RSV) of chapter 17 “Babylon” of 
chapter 18, all conspire to represent the atheistic political, moral and religious powers 
that were persecuting the church. And it is over these powers also that God has 
complete control, 13:5,7, “The beast was given a mouth to utter proud words and 
blasphemies and to exercise his authority for forty-two months. He opened his mouth to 
blaspheme God, and to slander his name and his dwelling place and those who live in 
heaven. He was given power to make war against the saints and to conquer them. And 
he was given authority over every tribe, people, language and nation”. 

Moreover, God’s sovereignty reaches to the control of Satan himself. If chapter 12 
features a scene in heaven before and after creation, it depicts Satan as the “dragon” 
who is “defeated” (12:8) and “thrown down” (12:9) out of heaven, and one who is finally 
conquered by the saints, “Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say: "Now have come the 
salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God, and the authority of his Christ. For 
the accuser of our brothers, who accuses them before our God day and night, has been 
hurled down. (12:10-11).  

Satan’s power is limited by the sovereignty of God, “But woe to the earth and the sea, 
because the devil has gone down to you! He is filled with fury, because he knows that his 
time is short”, (12:12).  “And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the key 
to the Abyss and holding in his hand a great chain. He seized the dragon, that ancient 
serpent, who is the devil, or Satan, and bound him for a thousand years” (20:1-3). 

And then finally, Satan’s ultimate defeat is pictured, “ He threw him into the Abyss, and 
locked and sealed it over him,....And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the 
lake of burning sulphur, where the beast and the false prophet had been thrown. They 
will be tormented day and night for ever and ever” (20:9).  

I suggest that this teaching would prove to be of significant encouragement to the saints 
living in the time that Revelation was written. This is what they longed to hear and learn. 
God is Sovereign, He controls all things.  

Secondly, the saints are encouraged by Revelation’s insistence upon the Final Judgment 
of all antichrist powers. There is a strong emphasis in Revelation upon the Final 
Judgement.  

Let us trace this theme. It starts in chapter 6:15-17, “Then the kings of the earth, the 
princes, the generals, the rich, the mighty, and every slave and every free man hid in 
caves and among the rocks of the mountains. They called to the mountains and the 
rocks, "Fall on us and hide us from the face of him who sits on the throne and from the 
wrath of the Lamb! For the great day of their wrath has come, and who can stand?"  
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Judgement is applauded by the saints, “….. And the twenty-four elders, who were seated 
on their thrones before God, fell on their faces and worshiped God, saying: "We give 
thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, the One who is and who was, because you have 
taken your great power and have begun to reign. The nations were angry; and your wrath 
has come. The time has come for judging the dead, and for rewarding your servants the 
prophets and your saints and those who reverence your name, both small and great-- 
and for destroying those who destroy the earth." (11:15-18). 

As the book unfolds so the emphasis becomes stronger and the Judgement scenes more 
frightening. In chapter 14 judgement is meted out upon all who worshipped the Beast, “"If 
anyone worships the beast and his image and receives his mark on the forehead or on 
the hand,  he, too, will drink of the wine of God's fury, which has been poured full 
strength into the cup of his wrath. He will be tormented with burning sulfur in the 
presence of the holy angels and of the Lamb.  And the smoke of their torment rises for 
ever and ever. There is no rest day or night for those who worship the beast and his 
image”, (14:9-11). This is seen as a powerful encouragement to the persecuted saints, 
“This calls for patient endurance on the part of the saints who obey God's 
commandments and remain faithful to Jesus” (14:12). 

 In chapter 18 we read of the judgement and fall of “Babylon”, those political powers that 
seem to dominate and control the persecution of the Church, “After this I saw another 
angel coming down from heaven. He had great authority, and the earth was illuminated 
by his splendour. With a mighty voice he shouted: Fallen! Fallen is Babylon the Great! 
She has become a home for demons and a haunt for every evil spirit, a haunt for every 
unclean and detestable bird. For all the nations have drunk the maddening wine of her 
adulteries. The kings of the earth committed adultery with her, and the merchants of the 
earth grew rich from her excessive luxuries." (18:1-3). And then the Prostitute is judged, 
“"Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God, For true and just are his 
judgments. He has condemned the great prostitute who corrupted the earth by her 
adulteries. He has avenged on her the blood of his servants. And again they shouted: 
"Hallelujah! The smoke from her goes up for ever and ever." (19:1-3).  

Then there is the war between Christ and the Beast (and the false prophet) with a clear 
victory for Christ, “But the beast was captured, and with him the false prophet who had 
performed the miraculous signs on his behalf. With these signs he had deluded those 
who had received the mark of the beast and worshiped his image. The two of them were 
thrown alive into the fiery lake of burning sulphur.  The rest of them were killed with the 
sword that came out of the mouth of the rider on the horse, and all the birds gorged 
themselves on their flesh”, (19:20-21). 

The Final Judgement itself is portrayed in vivid colours, “Then I saw a great white throne 
and him who was seated on it. Earth and sky fled from his presence, and there was no 
place for them. And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and 
books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were 
judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books…. (20:11-12).  

Thirdly, the saints are encouraged by the teaching of Revelation that focuses upon their 
ultimate victory and glorification in heaven. Hence the third strong emphasis in 
Revelation is upon the glorious future of the saints that persevere. It starts in the Seven 
Letters, “To him who overcomes, I will give the right to eat from the tree of life, which is in 
the paradise of God…I am coming soon. Hold on to what you have, so that no one will 
take your crown. Him who overcomes I will make a pillar in the temple of my God. Never 
again will he leave it. I will write on him the name of my God and the name of the city of 
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my God, the new Jerusalem, which is coming down out of heaven from my God; and I 
will also write on him my new name”. (2:7, 3:11-12). 

The theme then develops with more detail, “And they sang a new song: "You are worthy 
to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you 
purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people and nation. You have 
made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the 
earth. Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon 
thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the 
living creatures and the elders. In a loud voice they sang: "Worthy is the Lamb, who was 
slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honour and glory and 
praise!  Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on 
the sea, and all that is in them, singing: "To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb 
be praise and honour and glory and power, for ever and ever!" (5:9-13).  

The description becomes even more vivid, “These in white robes--who are they, and 
where did they come from?  I answered, "Sir, you know." And he said, "These are they 
who have come out of the great tribulation; they have washed their robes and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore, "they are before the throne of God and serve 
him day and night in his temple; and he who sits on the throne will spread his tent over 
them. Never again will they hunger; never again will they thirst. The sun will not beat 
upon them, nor any scorching heat.  For the Lamb at the centre of the throne will be their 
shepherd; he will lead them to springs of living water. And God will wipe away every tear 
from their eyes."  (7:13-17). 

The picture nears its completion with a portrayal of the Marriage Supper of the Lamb, 
“Then a voice came from the throne, saying: "Praise our God, all you his servants, you 
who fear him, both small and great!  Then I heard what sounded like a great multitude, 
like the roar of rushing waters and like loud peals of thunder, shouting: "Hallelujah! For 
our Lord God Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory! For the 
wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bride has made herself ready.  Fine linen, bright 
and clean, was given her to wear." (Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of the saints.) 
Then the angel said to me, "Write: `Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding 
supper of the Lamb!'" (19:5-9).  

Then at last we come to the final picture, “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for 
the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea.  I 
saw the Holy City, the New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared 
as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband.  And I heard a loud voice from the throne 
saying, "Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his 
people, and God himself will be with them and be their God.  He will wipe every tear from 
their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of 
things has passed away."  He who was seated on the throne said, "I am making 
everything new!" ( 21:1-5).  

Under these three headings, I suggest, is John’s method of encouraging the persecuted 
saints. They wanted to see the sovereignty of God; the judgement of all that is evil and 
the final glory that awaits them. 

4 What does Revelation mean to us? 

If our interpretation is correct, namely that the purpose of Revelation was to afford 
comfort for the saints throughout the 300 years of severe persecution, does this mean 
that the book does not have relevant to us in the 21st century? In answer to this it is not 
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my view that Revelation should be treated as a predictor of future political events. I do 
not believe that in essence the book portrays Napoleon, Hitler, EEC, or any other 
incident in history past or future. Whatever our interpretation, it must fit the needs of 
these early first century Christians. Clearly they would not be interested in John’s 
predictions of coming world events. That would mean nothing to them in their dreadful 
plight.  

Yet, it is my view that the book does teach something very relevant for us today.  

1. In the first place, Revelation does have a special meaning and value for any 
persecuted Christian group today in the world. If there are Christians being tortured  and 
persecuted for their faith in China, Russia, South America or anywhere else in the world, 
Revelation will be very meaningful. 

Persecution could come to the Church in England in our time or our grandchildren’s time. 
Someone once asked, “If Christianity were a crime how many of us would be found 
guilty?”. If such a situation arose, I believe that we would find a renewed interest in the 
teaching of Revelation. 

2. Secondly, Revelation does hold value for us today. Whilst we as individuals may not 
find ourselves within the same historical context as those early Christians, nevertheless, 
we are part of the militant Church combating with forces of evil. We do struggle and wage 
war with dark spiritual forces bent on our spiritual destruction.  

We also find ourselves within a complex world where policies, political powers, 
philosophies and religions are opposed to the Christian Gospel. For this reason, 
Revelation holds powerful and meaningful teachings for us. 

All three Teachings that have been identified from Revelation are meaningful for us 
today:- 

A] The teaching on the Sovereignty of God  

This must hold a valid lesson for us today. Revelation is teaching us that God is 
sovereign over all the political, religious, and philosophical powers present within our 
world today.  It teaches that God is not only in control but that it is He who currently 
grants power and authority to these political forces.  

This is what we learnt from the recurring phrase, “it was given to him…” . This means 
that nothing can happen to this world but that God is in it; He is permitting it to happen; 
He is giving the authority, power, and control. 

The same applies to all that is evil in the world, and spiritual powers that trouble us. 
Revelation emphasises this point repeatedly, and this forms the basis of the 
encouragement for the saints. God is clearly never portrayed as the author of sin and 
evil, but He is sovereign over everything good and bad. Revelation portrays all manner of 
evil in the form of persecution, plagues and cosmic disasters showing that it is God who 
orders, controls and sends them. Everything is in His control. 

This is contrary to a common false teaching that abounded in the days of the NT and is 
common today in such religions as Hinduism and Confucianism. I am speaking of 
“Dualism”. This teaching suggests that within the spiritual realm there is a combat 
between the forces of good and evil. It is like a boxing match between God and Satan. 
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Both are equally matched. There is a struggle between good and evil. It is the hope of 
such teaching that good will win, that God will finally conquer Satan. 

Now, the Bible never teaches Dualism. It does not portray a God who is equally matched 
with Satan or a God who may or may not succeed. Victory is already assured because 
God is in control of Satan from the very beginning. Nothing can be a surprise to God; 
nothing can overtake Him or defeat Him. There is no dualism. Revelation shows just the 
opposite. God handles everything – good and bad and He does so without becoming the 
author of sin and evil.  

Within this world of political confusion we play our part. But we are not perplexed or 
troubled or dismayed by what we see and hear. We know that History is really His-Story. 
He is in control of all things. We can interpret and understand history and we are not 
frightened by world events. 

B] The teaching on the Final Judgement  

This is a valid teaching for saints today. The nature and severity of the judgement of the 
unbelieving peoples is being eroded away through emphasis upon “conditional 
immorality” and “post-mortem evangelism”. Whilst I do believe that great caution needs 
to be applied to our descriptions of the nature of the final judgement and hell drawn from 
Revelation, nevertheless it depicts extreme suffering and agony. This is an Apocalyptic 
book where pictures rather than details are being portrayed.  It is dangerous, therefore, 
to press individual details. Yet, the pictures portray a fearful and  dreadful event to be 
faced by the unbeliever. The rule is that the reality of a thing is greater than the 
symbolism that is used to depict it. 

Such teaching is important to us for various reasons.  

i) Let the unbeliever think carefully about his/her future. Death is not the end. There 
awaits this fearful Judgement throne with dire consequences. Whilst time permits let the 
non-Christian think seriously about their state and make use of the opportunity that God 
affords to get right with Him through repentance and faith in Christ. 

Notice how the Gospel is so clearly portrayed in Revelation. The redeeming nature of the 
cross is vividly displayed, “And they sang a new song: "You are worthy to take the scroll 
and to open its seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased men 
for God from every tribe and language and people and nation”. Salvation in Christ, 
through faith in His death, is clearly demonstrated to be the only means of salvation that 
can secure a place in glory, “….These are they who have come out of the great 
tribulation; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.  
Therefore, "they are before the throne of God and serve him day and night in his temple; 
and he who sits on the throne will spread his tent over them”, (emphasis mine. 7:14-15).  

The unbeliever is urged to come to Christ, “The Spirit and the bride say, "Come!" And let 
him who hears say, "Come!" Whoever is thirsty, let him come; and whoever wishes, let 
him take the free gift of the water of life”, ( 22:17). 

ii) Secondly, such teaching provides material for serious warnings for the complacent and 
careless Christian. Revelation 3:14ff demonstrated the dangers of complacency and 
offers an opportunity for a return to Christ with a promise for the future, “Here I am! I 
stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in 
and eat with him, and he with me.  To him who overcomes, I will give the right to sit with 
me on my throne, just as I overcame and sat down with my Father on his throne”, (3:20-
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21). Notice how the final verse is couched in terms of the final kingdom. The complacent, 
backslider, careless and nominal Christian are warned in the light of the Judgement to 
come. Under the shadow of the throne and eternity the warning is given. 

C] Thirdly, the benefit of Revelation is seen in its emphasis upon the glory to come. 

Sadly, we are often too earthly based in our Christianity and we have lost sight of 
eternity. We have forgotten that our salvation is with a view to glory itself. Hence 
Revelation will keep us in mind of our final destination. 

Whilst we want to be of value to the world around us in our ministry here on earth, we 
must maintain a constant awareness of the future to come. In this way we prepare 
ourselves for death. This, I suggest, was the practice of the early Christians who lived in 
daily fear that their lives would be cut short in painful and agonising ways. Yet, we also, 
live in an uncertain world. It may be that the world will not end tomorrow, but our personal 
world could end at any moment. 

I suggest that Revelation seeks to maintain for us an awareness of the glory that is 
coming. It shows us that we are looking for that “New Heaven and a New Earth”, and that 
our hope must be fixed daily upon the fact that one day it will be that “… the dwelling of 
God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will 
be with them and be their God. He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no 
more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away. 
He who was seated on the throne said, "I am making everything new!" ( 21:3-5). Thus we 
are made hear His words, “Yes, I am coming soon." Amen. Come, Lord Jesus” ( 22:20).  

Conclusion. 

a) If you have never read Revelation I commend the book to you. When you read it try 
and take it in through one or two sittings. Get an impression, a feel for those early 
Christians. Try to imagine what you would be looking for if you lived in the days of the 
Roman persecution and your life was in grave danger. 

b) Then, keep looking for the teachings on the Sovereignty of God; the Judgement and 
the Glory to come. 

c) I suggest that Revelation is a kind of pictorial commentary upon the words of Romans 
8:35-39  “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or 
persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword?  As it is written: "For your sake 
we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered." No, in all 
these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced 
that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, 
nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

Or, it is the final proof of the words of Jesus, “I will build my church, and the gates of 
Hades will not overcome it” ( Matthew 16:18).  

Richard Lee 

           

 


