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Psalm 8:3-4 

 

“Why?” 

 

When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which 

you have set in place, what is man that you are mindful of him, and the son of man 

that you care for him? 

 

Introduction 

 

1. Why? Why? Why did God do it? Why did he care about humankind? But 

more than that, why did He send Jesus into this world as a substitute for 

sinners and to bear the wrath of a holy God? Why does God justify the 

ungodly? What’s in it for Him? 

 

2. We might say, of course, that He does it for His own glory. And this would be 

one right answer. But it does not answer the question fully. God is 

independent, self-existent, He does not need us; He does not need our 

worship, praise and honour. If He had not created the world He would not 

have lacked anything. We cannot give to God anything that improves Him. 

So, we are still left with this mystery. 

 

3. Of what value, then, is it to look at this issue? I suggest that anything which 

opens up more of the magnificence of salvation and displays more of the 

glory and splendour of God, is worthy of our attention. 

 

4. But, how to do this? I have chosen therefore, to look at these two verses and 

undertake some attempt to expand verse 3 in the light of today’s science. 

Then, hopefully, verse 4 will take on a new meaning. 

 

1. Verse 3:  “The work of your fingers” 

“When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, 

which you have set in place”, 

 

1:1 How far is the earth from the sun? It is 93 million miles. Given that light travels 

at a speed of 185,282 miles per second, it takes 8 minutes for the sun’s light 

to reach the earth. If I represent the sun with this small ball, how big would the 
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item I would need to represent the sun? I would need an object fifteen feet in 

diameter. That is how big is the sun in our solar system. 

 

1:2 How far is the nearest star to us? The nearest star is called Proxima Centauri 

and is about 24,925,000,000,000 miles away from the earth. Scientists prefer 

to use light years as a calculation. A light year is the distance light – travelling 

at 186,282 miles per second – travels in one year. This star is 4.22 light years 

away from the earth. If you can see this star the light that you see now began 

its journey around March 2007. 

 

1:3 If this black little ball is the earth, and a person at the back of the room has an 

orange ball to represent the sun, another person would have to stand in New 

York USA to represent the nearest star, this yellow ball. This is how big is our 

universe. 

 

1:4 You may think it is a long way down the road to the nearest take-away, but 

that is nothing compared to these distances. Space is big; it is really very big. 

The total number of stars is currently put at 10,000 million million million.  

Because some of the farthest objects in space may be ten billion light years 

away, it is probable that many stars are no longer in existence even though 

they may be seen in the Hubble Space Telescope. Sometime in 1997 the 

“Pistol Star” was discovered and said to be 25,000 light years away from the 

earth and measuring between 180 – 250 million miles in diameter glowing 

with an intensity of ten million suns. 

 

1:5 The writer of this Psalm talks about the planets and stars as being merely “the 

work of you fingers”. This is merely finger work for God. The universe out 

there did not require the arm of God; His shoulder; or having to put His back 

into it. It was merely His fingers!  

 

1:5 We have another picture of this in Isaiah 40:12,15,22. This vast universe is 

the handiwork of our God. It is a useful exercise from time to time, to gaze at 

the nigh sky and become overwhelmed at its vastness; the extent of which is 

still unknown. . Richard Dawkins once stated that he experienced “a colossal 

sense of awe and wonder at the universe”.  
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1:6 It is inevitable that much come to the next verse. It is here that the great 

contrast is seen. 

 

 

2.  Verse 4a  “What is man,,,?” 

 “what is man that you are mindful of him, and the son of man that you care for 

him?” 

 

2:1 We will need to give some very careful consideration to the writer’s choice of 

words in this text.  

 

2:2 Notice he says, “What is man”. He does not say, “Who is man”. Professor 

Joad once stated that, “man is composed of enough fat for seven bars of 

soap; enough iron to make one medium –sized nail; enough sugar to sweeten 

seven cups of tea; enough lime to whitewash one chicken coop; enough 

phosphorous to tip 2,200 matches; enough magnesium to provide one dose 

of salts; enough potash to explode one toy cannon, and enough sulphur to rid 

one dog of fleas”. Indeed, “What is man”? 

 

2:3 Man was made from the dust of the earth and when he dies he returns to the 

dust, “dust to dust; ashes to ashes…” we say at the funeral service.  

 

2:4 In this verse there are two Hebrew words for “man”. The first in the phrase, 

“What is man”, is the word for “humankind”. The second in, “the son of man”, 

 is the Hebrew word “adam” from which comes “Adam”. This word  ּוֶבן־ָאָדם  

is very much akin to the Hebrew word for “ground” which is  ֲאָדָמה 

“adamah”. I suggest the writer has in mind the finiteness of man; he is but 

dust. For all of man’s pomp and circumstance; pride and arrogance, he is but 

dust.  

 

2:5 Yet, It is this “man” that God is “mindful of”. The Hebrew word  here can be 

rendered,  זכר “remember”. When God “remembers His covenant with 

Abraham”, this word is used. But it also has other meanings such as, “think 

about; pay attention to”.  
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2:6 God thinks about the man He has made. Irrespective of the vast universe, 

man, it seems, occupies the mind of God above all else. We enter His 

thoughts. He gives time to consider us; He thinks about us; He gives us His 

undivided attention; He acknowledges us; He recognises us.  

 

2:7 We know much of this through our reading of both the OT and NT. We are 

aware of that passage in Isaiah 55:8 “My thoughts are not your thoughts….” 

The Hebrew word for “thoughts” can be rendered, “plans”. It is used in that 

well known verse from Jeremiah 29:11, “I know the plans I have for you…” 

 

2:8 In the NT we are aware of its teaching on election and predestination. It is 

obvious that God has given us much thought and consideration, even prior to 

the creating of the very universe itself. Man came first in the mind of God and 

has been His consideration ever since. This appears in Eph 1:4, Romans 

8:30. Much thinking went into the choosing. This was then followed by the 

carefully worked out History of Redemption.  

 

2:9 Indeed, we are much in the thoughts of God throughout our Christian lives. 

He does not forget us. Isaiah 49:15 says, "Can a woman forget her nursing 

child, that she should have no compassion on the son of her womb? Even 

these may forget, yet I will not forget you”. Sadly, I often forget God when at 

work, watching TV, driving and of course, when sleeping. But God never 

forgets me. 

 

3.  Verse 4b “the son of man that you care for him?”  
 

3:1 We need to look more closely now at one of the words in our text. The word in 

question is “care for him”. Those who are using the AV and NKJV will notice 

that the translation of the Hebrew here is “visit him”. Which is right? Actually, 

both are right, but do not do credit to the word used here.  

 

3:2 The Hebrew word  ִתְפְקֶדּנּו  word which comes from the root ָּפַקד    

  meaning “to visit someone with a view to giving them support and taking 

notice of their needs and welfare”. It is translated as “visit” in Gen 21:1, “the 

LORD visited Sarah as he had promised”, (ESV; NIV “gracious); and Ruth 1:6 
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“the LORD had visited his people and given them food” (ESV; NIV “come to 

the aid”). But, the meaning behind this word is that of God coming to the aid 

of His people; inspecting, caring and observing them, and is sensitive to their 

needs. It is used in Exodus 3:16 where God is portrayed as being fully aware 

of Israel’s plight as slaves in Egypt. There, the word is rendered simply as 

“observed” or “seen”, but it means so much more than that. 

 

3:3 Do you know anything about Hebrew parallelism? This is a style of Hebrew 

poetry in which the two lines in the one verse mean the same. However, the 

second line could be a simple repeat of the first; a contrast to the first; 

complementary to the first, or an exposition of the first. In this case the 

second line, “What is man that you are mindful of him” is improved in the next 

line which reads, “and the son of man that you care for him”.  

 

3:4 In the second line the writer uses a different word from the first. It is in this line 

that he uses this special Hebrew word. In other words, in the first line God 

expresses His thoughts about His people, but in the second He shows 

Himself to be active. We sometimes say, “It is the thought that counts”, but in 

reality, “action speaks more than words”. God does not merely think about us; 

entertaining us in His mind; He is actively involved in our lives with a hands-

on approach.  

 

3:5 The NT counterpart to this verse is found in 1 Peter 5:7 “casting all your 

anxieties on him because he cares for you”. Not only does God “care” about 

us, but He is prepared to do something about it.  

 

4. Conclusion 

Verse 3-4  “When I consider….What is man that you…” 

 

4:1 Are we now beginning to see what the Psalmist can see? He is aware that 

God thinks about him and cares about him. This is not his problem. He has 

difficulty understanding “Why” God thinks about man and cares about him. 

Does anyone know the answer? Do you ever ask yourself this question, 

“Why” does God both with us at all? This God who made the vast 

unreachable universe with planet and star sizes which are beyond our 

comprehension – He thinks about man; man made from the dust of the earth; 

fallen and sinful man, and He cares! Where does this come from? 
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4:2 I think it is time we recaptured something of the wonder; astonishment; 

amazement of what these two verses are telling us. Let us rid ourselves of 

our familiarity with these things. 

 

4:3 Have you noticed something here about the attitude expressed by the writer 

of this Psalm? He does not approach God with arrogance – “Well, what are 

you going to do for me? Don’t you think you owe something to me God? 

Surely I am an important being that deserves your full undivided attention? 

You owe me God.” Sometimes we are apt to think like that even if not 

expressed in so many words. We are so full of our own importance we have 

the view that God owes us. Get into a discussion or argument over election 

and the word that comes up over and over again is, “that’s just no fair”. The 

implication is that God has an obligation to be fair to us. He has no right to be 

selective and choose or elect. Who does He think He is after all? We humans 

deserve something from God. The same happens when one discusses the 

issue of the final judgement and hell. So many want to say, “that is not fair”. 

 

4:4 This is not what the writer is expressing here though. No, his view is that God 

owes us nothing at all. He is not dealing with “fair”. He is dealing with “Why?”. 

Look at his humbled mind. His problem is this, “Why does God bother at all 

with man and woman?” 

 

4:5 Let us put a NT face on these two verses. We, with our NT in front of us 

should be asking the same question, “When we consider the……Why has 

God done all this? Why has God organised and created the plan of salvation? 

Why am I included in the plan of eternal salvation? I am nothing; I am small; 

finite, and God is so big. Why? Why? Why? Why did Jesus visit humankind? 

Why was He born in Bethlehem? Why did He die in the place of sinners and 

take upon Himself our wrath and judgement? Why did the Holy Spirit 

regenerate me so that I came to Christ in repentance and faith? Why is there 

a place reserved for me in glory?” I do not know! 

 

4:6 But this I do know. He does care about humankind; He did “visit / care” for 

fallen man of the dust; He did love the world that He send His only Son; He 

did put Jesus on the cross as the sinner’s substitute; He did raise Him from 

the grave, and He continues to justify the ungodly. 
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4:6 “When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the 

stars, which you have set in place, what is man that you are mindful of him, 

and the son of man that you care for him?”  

 

4:7 Augustine in his first “Confession” writes, "Great art thou, O Lord, and greatly 

to be praised; great is thy power, and infinite is thy wisdom."[6] And man 

desires to praise thee, for he is a part of thy creation; he bears his mortality 

about with him and carries the evidence of his sin and the proof that thou dost 

resist the proud. Still he desires to praise thee, this man who is only a small 

part of thy creation”. 

 

 

Richard Lee.  23 June 2011 

 


