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Studies in Psalm 23 

2 

Verse 1b “….I shall not want” 

 

Introduction 

 

1. Now before we approach this statement and I give you my own interpretation it 

will be important for us to look at the Psalm as a whole. One should never take 

a text out of its context with any part of scripture. One statement should be 

examined in the light of the whole.  

 

2. So, what is David doing in this Psalm? In verse 1a he makes a powerful 

statement about God being the “Shepherd”. He also expressed his close 

relationship with God by using the personal pronoun, “my”. It is not as though 

God is the Shepherd of an indiscriminate number of people. He is “my” 

Shepherd, says David. There is always this personal relationship. The use of 

the term “Shepherd” does not represent a lonely shepherd man on the hillside 

tending his sheep. Rather, from an OT usage we find that it represents kings. 

David himself was called a “shepherd” (1 Chron 11:2, Ps 78:70). Indeed, even 

Cyrus, king of Persia, was called the Shepherd of Yahweh (Is 44:28). 

 

 

3. The most graphic description of the role of a shepherd is found in Ezekiel 34. 

The title was given to kings, rulers and religious leaders. Anyone who had a 

position of authority was termed a shepherd and was accountable for his 

actions. In Ezekiel 34 the prophet rebukes the shepherds of Israel because 

they had failed to care for the sheep, i.e. the people of Israel. Ezekiel 34:23-24 

prophesied the coming of another Shepherd; He would be the Good Shepherd 

of John 10, namely Jesus. This is a Messianic prediction. By calling Himself 

the Good Shepherd, Jesus is identifying Himself with Ezekiel 34 and indirectly 

saying that He is Yahweh, the King.  

 

 

4. Returning to Psalm 23 how do we interpret the following verses in the Psalm? I 

suggest we consider the Psalm in this manner. In verse 1a David has made a 

significant statement about God being the caring Shepherd. Following this he 

reaches a significant conclusion in verse 1b, “I shall not want”. In other words, 
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if he has this great God as his Shepherd he will be the object of God’s care 

right through his life in terms of his physical and spiritual needs. Indeed, David 

knows that if God is his Shepherd the most important end result will be his 

eternal security. For, as we have in verse 6, he will “dwell in the house of the 

Lord for ever”.  

 

5. It is important to recognise that verse 6 is David’s final and ultimate conclusion. 

As he works his way through the Psalm he always has this in mind. He knows 

that he will eventually dwell in the House of the Lord for ever. This will be 

achieved, not because he is a deeply spiritual or godly man, rather it will be 

through the caring, protecting and supporting role of this great Shepherd.  

 

6. The point that needs to be made here is that although we might want to spend 

much time thinking about how we are progressing in the Christian life, it is 

important that we keep our eyes on the final goal. We are Christian people who  

are heading for glory. There is a danger that we get so concerned about the 

Christian life that forget what it is all about. It is about God bringing “many sons 

to glory” (Heb 2:10). Eternity, this is what we must keep in mind. Do not let 

anything squeeze eternity from your minds. Psalm 23:1 leads to Psalm 23:6. 

That is what it is all about.  

 

7. His statement, therefore, in verse 1b is a bold one and could be considered to 

be too extreme. So, in verse 2 David shows us that he can rely on God to cater 

for his basic physical needs – food and water. What do sheep need – “….green 

pastures…still waters”. Matthew Henry, the Puritan, writes, “…..not only, I shall 

not want, but, I shall be supplied with whatever I need; and, if I have not every 

thing I desire, I may conclude it is either not fit for me or not good for me or I 

shall have it in due time." We shall need to think on these words when we 

come to consider this verse. 

 

8. Then David tells us that God will meet all of his spiritual needs. This he 

explains in verse 3 to verse 6; “He restores my soul…..paths of righteousness”. 

Then, in the light of this David knows that when he reaches old age and the 

“shadow of death” is thrown over him he will “fear no evil” and will be comforted 

by his God, verse 4. The fear of death has been overcome. 
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9.  In verse 5 David introduces the subject of his “enemies” and wants to show 

God’s protection from those who would destroy him. His enemies are made to 

witness divine protection. It is as if on the battle field itself David will find divine 

provision, “a table” of blessings is set out for him. The enemy is at the door, but 

God quietly prepares a feast for His servant. Even his enemies are compelled 

to witness what God does for His servant. Similarly, we also have spiritual and 

sometimes human enemies set against us, but God can be trusted to deal with 

them on our behalf. 

 

10. But there is more. “You anoint my head with oil”. This may be a sign of joy and 

rejoicing, or it might indicate the giving of divine favour. Then, finally he says, 

“my cup runs over”. By this David means that God grants him more than 

enough for his needs. 

 

11. Finally, as a grand conclusion to the entire Psalm, in verse 6 David sums it all 

up with the words, “Surely, goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of 

my life”. This is what he has been saying all along. This Psalm is nothing more 

than a portrayal of the glorious goodness, love, care and mercy of God on His 

servants. 

 

12.  His final words constitute the crowning statement. Because God is His 

Shepherd he “will not want” because everything will conspire to lead to his 

eternal destiny, “I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever”. Of course! He 

has to reach this final end. There is no doubt that he will finally arrive in glory 

given that God is his Shepherd. Verse 1 has been leading up to this grand 

climax. David has his mind fixed on eternity. It is his final goal. This is where he 

is heading and he is perfectly confident. 

 

1. First, let us unpack the words used in this statement.  

1:1 As we come to look at verse 1b we need to define the words that are used 

here. The English phrase is made up of four words, whilst the Hebrew has 

only two. Literally, the Hebrew ֶאְחָסר �א  reads, “I will not lack anything” or, “I 

will not have a deficiency”. The LXX Greek has οὐδέν µε ὑστερήσει meaning, 

“not one thing will I be in need of”, or “I will not be in need of anything”. The 

same words are used in Deut 2:7, “These forty years the LORD your God has 

been with you. You have lacked nothing”. Then again in 1 Kings 17:14 “For 
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thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, 'The jar of flour shall not be spent, and 

the jug of oil shall not be empty, until the day that the LORD sends rain upon 

the earth” (NIV “run dry”). 

 

 

1:2 I favour the translation “deficient”. In using this word we might say that we are 

deficient in certain vitamins so we take vitamin supplements to rectify the 

deficiency. There is something lacking in our bodies and we need to restore 

what is missing. Or another use of the word might be a certain food that is 

cooked is deficient in an important ingredient, something is missing we say. 

Other words we could use would be something that is not sufficient; 

inadequate; defective; imperfect; incomplete; defective.  

 

1:3 Therefore, David is stating that as a result of knowing God as his Shepherd 

there is nothing that will be missing in his life; nothing that will show him to be 

deficient or inadequate, incomplete that would hinder him reaching his final 

goal, namely, “to dwell in the house of the Lord for ever”.  

 

1:4 In my view whatever interpretation we place on these words, they are 

referring to both physical and material needs. Of course, it would not be 

possible for David or anyone say that they will never be in a condition when 

they are not in need of food, clothing, money etc. This is not to suggest that 

God fails to provide for us physically because this is addressed in verse 2 

when speaking of the “green pastures and still waters”.  

 

1:5 Given the further contents of the Psalm such as verse 3 “he restores my 

soul…paths of righteousness” and then through to his conclusion in verse 6 

“…I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever”, all of which are spiritual 

issues, I suggest that  David is looking at God’s spiritual provision as well as 

physical provision. Certainly, throughout David’s life there were many 

instances when God made special provision for him and met his physical and 

material needs. But it is the spiritual that dominates. Indeed, it is apparent 

within this Psalm. Verses 3-6 are really addressing David’s spiritual needs, 

and it is only verse 2 that focuses on the physical.  

 

1:6 Paul, writing to the Philippians was able to say, God will “My God will supply 

every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus” (Phil 



Page 5 of 12 

4:19). Yet, this is the very same letter in which he writes those words, he also 

states, “But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Saviour, the 

Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious 

body, by the power that enables him even to subject all things to himself”.   

(Phil 3:20-21). These two aspects of God’s provision must be seen together. 

 

1:7 Nevertheless, it is the spiritual that constitutes the essence and the priority of 

the Christian life and experience. Whereas we are physical creatures, it is 

with the spiritual realm that we are most concerned about. Our relationship 

with God; our walk in holiness; our prayer life and our understanding of the 

scriptures are paramount. The NT always majors on the spiritual.  

 

1:8 Consider the words of Jesus, “Seek first the Kingdom of God….” (Matt 6:33). 

In this life we are “pilgrims” and “exiles” as taught by Peter (1 Pet 2:11). This 

world is not our home; we feel like foreigners in another country because our 

destination is glory, the presence of God. Hebrews 11:13 shows this 

emphasis also “These all died in faith, not having received the things 

promised, but having seen them and greeted them from afar, and having 

acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the earth”.  

 

 

1:9 The same idea is expressed by Paul in Ephesians 1:3 when he says, 

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us 

in Christ with every spiritual blessings in the heavenly places”. This is Paul’s 

major emphasis; these “spiritual blessings”. This is what makes Christianity. 

We are “spiritual” people blessed by God with these immense spiritual 

blessings. This is the realm in which we live. It is not Church buildings; 

organisations; events; projects that constitutes Christianity – even though 

there is clearly a place for these things – rather it is living in the Spirit, 

worshipping God in “spirit and in truth” (John 4:24); setting our minds “on 

things above, not on things that are on earth” (Col 3:1).  

 

1:10 If this is not true of you then you must ask yourselves whether you really are a 

Christian. Because Christianity is not religion, it is God, it is living with Him 

and for Him, it is including Him in every aspect of our lives, it is knowing Him 

in reality.  
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1:11 But what does David mean by this claim, “I shall not want”? I suggest, given 

the confidence with which he speaks in verse 6, it is an expression of 

complete confidence that there are no deficiencies in his spiritual life and  that 

he will definitely ultimately dwell in the house of the Lord for ever – a 

reference that must be with regard to his eternal state in glory – he is 

speaking about the certainty of his salvation. David could say, “The Lord is 

my Shepherd” with the emphasis on the “my” thereby showing his close 

relationship with God. He knew, therefore, that his salvation was certain.  

 

1:12 It is what we would call “eternal security”. Keeping verse 1a in mind, David is 

assured of his final eternal destiny. Because he has such a close relationship 

with God through faith, he can say two things – “I shall not want” and “I will 

dwell in the house of the Lord for ever”.  

 

1:13 We will not lose sight of God’s provision for our physical and material needs 

but this will be addressed when we come to verse 2. I believe this is how the 

phrase “I shall not want” is to be interpreted.  

 

2 How does this relate to us? “I shall not want” 

 

2:1 This leads on to a number of questions that we need to answer. Is it possible 

to guarantee our salvation? They say you can only guarantee taxes and 

death! Yes, but we can add a further guarantee – eternal life. We can say 

confidently, “I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever”. Or, “I shall not 

want”. We can say that there is no deficiency in our salvation; nothing 

wanting; no gaps that need filling; nothing lacking. We have a complete and 

absolute salvation promising eternal life.  

 

2:2 This is something that the Roman Catholic system cannot offer. There is no 

complete assurance of salvation in this system. This is why the priest; mass; 

Mary; penance and finally purgatory is needed. There is no complete 

salvation. Sadly, the Roman Catholic cannot say “I shall not want” and “I will 

dwell in the house of the Lord for ever”. He is still wanting; there is much that 

is lacking that has to be completed before he can dwell in the House of the 

Lord.  
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2:3 But, does the Bible teach a perfect salvation? Is it possible to say that 

spiritually “I shall not want”? Can we say that our salvation has nothing 

lacking and that there is no deficiency; that it is complete lacking nothing at 

all? This is what we must investigate using Psalm 23:1b as our basis.  

 

2:4 As our first piece of evidence we come to Col 2:10, “you have been given 

fullness in Christ”. The AV has, “You are complete in Him”. The Greek could 

be written, “You have come to fullness in Him”. The Greek word translated 

“fullness” means “to fill up; make complete”. It is like having a glass of water 

that is half filled and then someone comes along and tops it up to the brim. It 

may be that this is what David means in verse 5c when he says, “my cup 

overflows”.  

 

2:5 Paul is saying that if you are in Christ you are complete. Notice the previous 

verse which says, “In Him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily” (2:9). The 

same Greek word is used here – Christ is filled with deity; He is perfectly 

complete as God; nothing lacking in His Person. So just as Christ is complete 

as regards his deity, the Christian is complete as regards his or her salvation. 

Both Christ and the believer are complete; full. He is the Head and we are the 

body. Just as our Head – Christ – is complete deity, so the body – believers – 

are also complete in Him. He has deity and we have salvation. Both of us are 

complete.  

 

2:6 It is for this reason that Paul has warned his readers not to be seduced by 

vain philosophy and heresy about their salvation. He deals with this in more 

detail in vs 16-18 where the addition of many other observances are 

produced trying to show that the Christian is not complete in Christ.  

 

2:7 But, the NT teaching is that there are no gaps in our salvation. It is possible to 

enjoy and rejoice in a complete and perfect salvation and have an assurance 

in our hearts that we will “dwell in the house of the Lord for ever”. 

 

2:8 The second passage of scripture to which we must turn is found in 

Ephesians 1:3, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 

has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places”. 

This I suggest is the NT counterpart to Psalm 23. Paul seems to be saying 

that “in Christ we will not want” in terms of the completeness of our salvation.  
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2:9 Notice how he makes this bold statement about what God has done for us. 

He has “blessed us with every spiritual blessing…” Not just some spiritual 

blessings, but “every”. Nothing is excluded. This is then unpacked through the 

following verses 4 -14. He covers everything that we need to make salvation 

entire; no deficiencies; no gaps.  

 

2:10 For example, he begins with our election and predestination in verse 4-5, 

showing that our salvation pre-dates creation itself. Our journey towards the 

final destiny when we will “dwell in the house of the Lord for ever” started in 

eternity when God elected us. Indeed, the word “predestination” means to 

mark out before hand our destiny. God determined that we would eventually 

“dwell in the House of the Lord for ever” back in eternity, even before the 

creation of the universe.  

 

2:11 Then Paul shows that we have been “adopted” into the family of God (verse 

5). This is significant because it highlights the nature of the love and 

commitment that God has towards us. It is God who has done the adoption; 

we were passive. He chose us to be a part of His family. He already had a 

Son, but He chose us to be His sons (and daughters) as well. To be called a 

child of God is the highest of all spiritual privileges. Just as families are for 

life; so God has called us into His family to be His children. He really wanted 

us. This is a powerful demonstration of His love. Listen to 1 John 3:1, “See 

what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children 

of God; and so we are”. We are not merely “called children of God”; we 

actually, genuinely are His children.  

 

2:12 Notice Paul’s use the word “grace” in this passage, verse 6, 7. But it is verse 

6 where it is most significant. The NIV and ESV both translate the Greek as 

“glorious grace with which he has blessed us”. Whilst this may be a good 

translation, there is more to it. Literally, the sentence reads, “To the praise of 

the glory of His grace in which He has graced us in the beloved”. There it is, 

“His grace in which He has graced us”. That is a somewhat clumsy way of 

putting it.  

 

2:13 But, there is another rendering could read He has “favoured us”. You will find 

that this is the very same expression found in Luke 1:28 where the angel 
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came to May to tell her about the baby she was to have and said, “Greetings, 

O favoured one, the Lord is with you”. The same Greek word is used. We 

could translate therefore translate Eph 1:6 as “to the praise of His glorious 

grace with which he has highly favoured us”. You see, like Mary, we too have 

been “highly favoured”.  

 

2:14 Paul goes on unpacking the list of spiritual blessings which will finally make 

up our perfect and complete salvation. The next is in verse 7 when he says, 

“we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses…” 

This is the work of Christ on the cross. He has to refer to this because we 

would want to ask what has become of our sins. How has God dealt with our 

sins? Surely our sins will make our salvation incomplete. There are sins in the 

past and present, and then more I will commit. Surely this will make my 

salvation wanting; incomplete, very deficient.  

 

2:15 However, Paul answers this by telling us that we have a perfect “redemption 

through his blood”. What is he saying? He is telling us that the price for our 

release from sin, wrath, judgement and Satan, has all been paid. In 1 Cor 

6:20 states, “You are bought with a price”.  

 

2:16 It is like going on holiday to a hotel and when you come to pay the bill the 

manager tells you that there is nothing to pay, someone else has settled the 

bill. What does Paul say about payment for sin? “The wages of sin is death”. 

That death has already been taken care of. Christ died to pay the price for our 

sin. It is all paid for; there is nothing for us to pay. We have full and absolute 

“forgiveness of our trespasses” (Eph 1:7). 

 

2:17 In order to confirm this complete package of salvation in which nothing is 

missing, Paul introduces us to the final part of God’s plan when He will unite 

everything in heaven and earth under Christ (Eph 1-10). We will be a part of 

this great plan of God’s which is our glorification. Something outstanding is 

going to take place when we, along with the creation itself, will be glorified in 

heaven. This will include our “inheritance” (vs 11) which we share with Christ 

in glory. 

 

2:18  Although David wrote this Psalm some 3,000 years ago, his sentiments are 

echoed in the NT. The confidence with which he looked forward to his certain 
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dwelling in the heaven through a complete and certain salvation, is shared 

with us through the teaching of the NT.  

 

2:19 My third passage of scripture which I believe reflects David’s confidence 

expressed in the words, “I shall not want”, is Romans 8:31-39. Paul writes as 

if he is arguing with someone who is denying eternal security. He begins with 

“What shall we say to these things”, i.e. in reference to the teaching he has 

already delivered concerning the nature of our great salvation. In other words, 

Paul is saying, “What should our final conclusion be?” 

 

2:20 His answer comes in the words of verse 31, “If God is for us who can be 

against us”. This should be sufficient for us. Since we have this great 

Shepherd who has performed this amazing feat of Redemption, none can 

stand against us. there is no greater power in the universe than God; if He 

has completed this salvation there is none that can stand against us. “Stand 

against us”, i.e. oppose us; try to destroy us; attempt to disrupt and 

destabilise our salvation. No, God is “for us” – He is rooting for us; He is 

pulling for us. God is on our side. 

 

2:21 Look at verse 32 where Paul puts before us his rhetorical question, “He who 

did not spare His own Son…how will He not also….”. If God has done the 

greater in giving us His Son, surely He will not deny us the lesser, namely 

giving us all things to complete our salvation.  

 

2:22 Then he says in verse 33 “Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect?” 

Do you notice that in all of these statements God is always at the centre? “It is 

God who justifies”.  Salvation is all of God; His work from beginning to end. 

Salvation cannot fail – it is His work. 

 

2:23 It is this that makes salvation to complete. If salvation was on the basis of 

works then none of us could say we have a complete salvation. Man-made, 

DIY salvation is bound to be full of holes. But, our salvation is the work of 

God. He cannot fail. All of His works are perfect and successful. There is 

nothing deficient in His work. Consequently, we can say, “I shall not want”. He 

has done it all.  
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2:24 Then, in order to complete the argument, Paul asks in verse 34, “Who is to 

condemn?” This is the stumbling block for so many of us. We still feel that we 

are under condemnation because of our sins and failures. We still feel that 

salvation is incomplete which has to be supplemented by our sanctification. 

We are still in “want”.  

 

2:25 But, look at what he says, “Christ Jesus died; rose again and intercedes for 

us”. Here is a three fold work of Christ. He died to satisfy the wrath of God 

against us and He rose from the dead to prove the completion of His work 

and the sufficiency of His death for sinners. But there is more, He is at the 

right hand of the Father “interceding for us”.  

 

2:26 What does this mean? It means that in glory Jesus continues to pray to the 

Father for our safety and security. He prays for our strength, standing, 

perseverance. When it was predicted that Peter would deny Jesus three 

times, Jesus said, “I have prayed that you faith does not fail” (Luke 22:31-32). 

Every day in glory stands Jesus in a state of continued prayer on our behalf.  

 

2:27 If this is not enough to convince his readers that they have an complete and 

secure salvation in Christ, Paul ends with his rhetorical questions (vs 35f) 

asking “Who shall separated us from the love of Christ? Shall…..? And then 

finally, “In all these things we are more than conquerors…” (vs 37). His use of 

“more than conquerors” is a strange phrase because you cannot be more 

than a conqueror. You have either conquered or not conquered. It is like 

David saying in Psalm 23:5 “my cup overflows”. Such is the nature of the 

works of God that we have more, much more grace for salvation than we 

every really needed.  

 

Conclusion 

 

1. “I shall not want”. What a bold and confident statement to make. How can 

David say this? How can we say this? It is because “The Lord is my 

Shepherd”. It is all because of God. Salvation is all of God.  

 

2. Christian, although there may be many problems and difficulties in your life at 

the present moment, can I suggest that you look deep into the reality and 

significance of your salvation. Don’t brush this aside and say, “That is all in 
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the past; what I am concerned about is the here and now”. I would go as far 

as to say that your present difficulties will never be fully overcome until you 

have focused on the “every spiritual blessings in the heavenly places”.  

 

3. We have to ask ourselves why these deep truths have been written in the 

bible? Why, in the wisdom of God did He cause the apostle Paul to write 

these great doctrines? They were written for our learning; they were written to 

be our strength and security. Read and study these scriptures. Keep going 

back to them especially when the problems and difficulties begin to increase.  

 

 

 

Richard Lee September 2012  

 

 

 

 


