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Studies in Psalm 23 

 

Verse 6 

 
“Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the 

house of the LORD forever”. 

 

Introduction 

 

1 Keeping a balance in the Christian life! This can be difficult. Trying to maintain a 

balance between doctrine and practice; a balance between learning and doing; a 

balance between worship and holiness etc. There are many areas in which we need to 

maintain a balance.  

 

2 There is one particular area of balance that I would like us to consider. Keeping a 

balance between an awareness of this life and the life to come. This means seeking to 

maintain a form of thinking that does not either get solely locked into this world or the 

world to come. You have heard it said, “he is too heavenly minded to be of any earthly 

use”. Whilst this may be true, the reverse is also wrong, being “too earthly minded and 

not sufficiently heavenly minded”.  

 

3 The danger is that we become so engrossed in our earthly pilgrimage that we forget 

we are heading towards a destination; that this world is not out home. We are in 

danger of neglecting glory. There were times when we used to sing of the that eternal 

life – “This earth is not my own, I am just passing through”; “the sands of time are 

sinking..”; “Lo round the throne a glorious band, The saints in countless myriads 

stand….”; “There is a land of pure delight Where saints immortal  reign”; “When the roll 

is called up yonder…”. But somehow it seems as if such thinking has slipped from our 

worship. I found only a very few hymns of this kind. Why is this? Could it be that we 

have become so prosperous in our culture that we see no need of glory. It is 

something that we can postpone in our thinking until we are dying? Have our 

materialism and creature comforts eclipsed the need to think of the life to come? 

 

4 The Bible would have us think seriously about the world to come whilst not neglecting 

the present life. Jesus spoke to His disciples about going to “prepare a place”; Paul 

spoke of sufferings not worthy to be compared to the glory to come; Hebrews reminds 

us that we are on a journey to a better land; Peter told us about the dramatic changes 
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that will take place to our planet at the end of time; John told us that when Christ 

comes we will be like Him, and of course the final book of the Bible majors on the 

theme of glory and the new age. 

 

5 Yet, the Bible also insists that this present life is to be taken seriously in terms of 

holiness and worship. Evangelism is top of the agenda so that whilst we have time we 

are to be engaged in presenting the Gospel.  

 

6 It is with this in mind that we approach the final statement to be found in Psalm 23. 

Verse 6 provides us with the essential balance between maintaining a focus on this 

earthly life while we do not neglect the assurance of the glory to come. The verse, 

therefore, falls into two convenient halves. First, the write tells us about his earthly life, 

“Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life”. Then he draws 

our attention to the glory to come, “…and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord for 

ever”.  

 

7 It is, however, important for us to keep in view the theme expressed in these six 

verses, namely the assurance of salvation. Here in the second part of the verse David 

has reached his climax by making this fundamental claim that he definitely will spend 

eternity in the presence of God. All through this Psalm the writer has been answering 

objections that anyone might want to raise concerning the certainty of salvation. 

Nothing will prevent the Christian from obtaining glory – whether it is physical needs 

(answered in vs 2); spiritual needs (answered in vs 3), or the terrors of death 

(answered in vs 4). As the writer nears his grand conclusion in verse 6 where he 

speaking finally of “dwelling” in the presence of God on a permanent basis in glory, in 

verse 5 he foreshadows this by showing that at present he is a guest in the presence 

of God and is showered with countless blessings and protection by God the host.  

 

1. The Presence of God in this Life 
 
1:1 “Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life 

When we considered these two words, “goodness and mercy” I described them as                

meaningful attributes of God through which He has bound Himself to us in Covenant 

Love. The greatest Old Testament definition of love is “hesed”, meaning loyal, 

dedicated, committed covenant love.  
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1:2 The question might arise, however, how can I guarantee that this goodness and love 

will remain with me throughout my entire life? Of course, this is answered in the use of 

the word “hesed”. God has formed a legal covenant with us never to leave or forsake 

us. The writer, here, however, wants to spell this out more clearly and he does so in 

practical terms.  

 

1:3 Let us have a close look at the terminology that he uses. First, we must consider his 

words when he says, “goodness and mercy will following me….”. David uses a 

particular Hebrew word which means “to follow closely, to pursue, chase and hunt”. It 

is used in Psalm 7:5 where David speaks of his enemies pursuing him – in this case it 

might have been Saul, or Absalom. It is used in a pictorial sense in Gen 44:4 where 

Joseph’s servants hunt down his brothers who have just left Egypt with some, 

apparently, stolen goods in their possession.  

 

1:4 This is the word that David chooses to show how closely the goodness and love of 

God will follow him. It is as if God’s “goodness and love” will chase, hunt and pursue 

him. It is like stalking; persecuting a person. There is no let up; no letting go; no 

releasing. These twin blessings will prove to be so tenacious that we are unable to get 

away from them.  

 

1:5 When I was very young we used to be fascinated by our shadows. We played silly 

games trying to run away from our shadows cast by the sunshine. Of course we 

realised that it was impossible. Your shadow will stick with you wherever you go, it will 

never leave you whilst in the sunshine.  

 

1:6 Such is the “goodness and love” of God. Like our shadow, in the Covenant 

relationship, God’s “goodness and love” sticks with us wherever we go; whatever we 

do. You cannot divorce yourself from the “goodness and love” of God anymore than 

you can separate yourself from your shadow. 

 

1:7 I am reminded of the first line of a hymn, “Oh love that will not let me go”. This is why 

salvation is so secure. It is impossible for the love of God to leave us. This was Paul’s 

statement, “For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things 

present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all 

creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord” 

(Rom 8:38-39). You cannot escape the “goodness and the love” of God.  
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1:8 Secondly, David adds these words, “….all the days of my life”. Our lives are made up 

of years, months, weeks and days. But it is each separate day that means the most to 

us. The months and years can take care of themselves, but the days are in the here- 

and-now; the present. It is what takes place today that matters most to me.  Each day 

can be different. Some days are positive days, filled with pleasant experiences. These 

are times when, as the song puts it, “Everything is going my way”. But there are other 

days that are not so. They can be sad days, filled with trouble, problems, unhappiness, 

grief and distress. The writer here is assuring us that the “goodness and love” of God 

never leaves us in spite of the kind of day that we are experiencing. We can count on 

these blessings being with us whatever the weather!  

 

1:9 Remember the words of the Prophet Jeremiah when he wrote in Lamentations 3:22-23 

“The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases; his mercies never come to an end;  

they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness”.  This is the truth that is 

expressed in Psalm 23. I also think of Psalm 139:16 “Your eyes saw my unformed 

substance; in your book were written, every one of them, the days that were formed 

for me, when as yet there was none of them”. “Days” are important to us. We live in 

the now; today is the most important and what happens us today is important. Here 

the writer is telling us that even before we were born God had mapped out each and 

every single day. (I note the AV does not include “days”, but the NKV does as also the 

Hebrew text).  

 

1:10 We need this truth in Psalm 23:6. There may be need for us to begin each day by 

reminding ourselves of what this means. As you awake in the morning and think of 

what lies ahead – anticipation might be good, or not so good - tell yourself this truth. 

Whatever faces you this day you can guarantee that the “goodness and love” of God 

will accompany you. As you pass through the day keep on thinking of this. 

 

2. The Presence of God in the Life to come 
 
 “…and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever” 
 
2:1 I take this to mean that David anticipates his place in the eternal presence of God. The 

reference to “the house of the Lord” cannot mean the Temple because that had not 

been built in David’s time. Also it could not refer to the Tabernacle because only the 

Priest could enter that construction. If there is any progress within this Psalm it must 

mean that David is thinking of the life to come. He has moved on in this thoughts from 

“all the days of my life”, to the life in “the house of the Lord”, that eternal habitation.  
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2:2 I also want to note something about the Hebrew grammar. There is a form of writing 

here (technically known as the waw consecutive of the perfect verb). My Hebrew 

Syntax informs me that the phrase “and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever” 

can be construed as a “logical result and consequence of the previous phrase”. This 

means that David has made progression and is showing that as a result of the 

“goodness and love” of God following him every day, he will definitely dwell in the 

house of the Lord for ever. His future in glory is as a result of this “goodness and love 

of God”. Or it can be put this way, the final clause is the express purpose of the 

previous clause. Meaning that the “goodness and love” of God will following him daily 

in order that he might eventually dwell in the house of the Lord. The ultimate purpose 

of this “goodness and love” of God is so that he will eventually dwell in the house of 

the Lord. 

 

2:3 What was “the house of the Lord”? Initially it meant the Tabernacle and then Temple. 

But it meant more than a mere building or canvas construction. It typified the very 

presence of God. In Ps 27:4 we read, “One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I 

seek after: that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze 

upon the beauty of the LORD and to inquire in his temple”. It is there, in the “house of 

the Lord” that the writer would meet with God because he wanted to “gaze upon the 

beauty of the Lord”. Indeed, Psalm 16:11 states, “in your presence there is fullness of 

joy; at your right hand are pleasures forevermore”.  

 

2:4 The New Testament, whilst not using the phrase “House of the Lord” to typify the glory 

to come, does use a similar expression. Paul writes, “For we know that if the tent that 

is our earthly home is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with 

hands, eternal in the heavens” (2 Cor 5:1). He is thinking of our bodies in terms of 

temporary tents, but anticipates the time when we will exchange the tent for “a building 

from God, and house……”  Then Hebrews spoke of the Old Testament saints who 

regarded themselves as pilgrims who “desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. 

Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for He has prepared for them a 

city” (Heb 12:16). Although the wording may be different, the concept is the same. 

They saw themselves heading for something that was permanent, solid like a new 

“city”; a place to dwell with God. Finally, Revelation gives us a pictorial view of the 

glory in these terms, “And I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of 

heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.  And I heard a loud 

voice from the throne saying, "Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will 
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dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their 

God…And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and 

the Lamb” (Rev 21:2-3, 22). The same theme continues with the concept of a building, 

“the New Jerusalem” and a “Temple”. All these references denote similar language to 

that of Psalm 23:6 with its “House of the Lord”.  

 

2:5 Returning then to Psalm 23:6 we must note the absolute certainty expressed in this 

statement. David is not saying that he “hopes” he will enter the house of the Lord; or 

that he “might” enter. No, there is absolute certainty. Nothing can deter him. Indeed, 

verses 1-5 in this Psalm have explained this in detail. There are no experiences – 

practical or spiritual – that can obstruct his entrance in the eternal presence of God.  

 

2:6 Similarly, the New Testament gives us its teaching on absolute assurance and 

certainty of eternal life. Jesus Himself was at pains to make this clear to us when He 

said, “I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them 

out of my hand.  My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one 

is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand” (John 10:28-29). Look at the negative 

statements here, “they will never perish”; “no one can snatch them”. Then view the 

positive statements, “….out of my hand…the Father’s hand”; “My Father….is greater 

than all…..”. That should be sufficient for us.  

 

2:7 However, it is worth a return to Romans 8 where Paul will be aiming for his final grand 

conclusion in verse 39 where he tells us that nothing, absolutely nothing can “separate 

us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord”. But he does not leave it there. He 

has given us clear explanations why it is impossible for us to be separated from the 

love of God in verses 32-34 “He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us 

all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things?  Who shall bring any 

charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies.  Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus 

is the one who died-- more than that, who was raised-- who is at the right hand of God, 

who indeed is interceding for us”. Look at the complete package of redemption and 

see his answers to possible failure – “Who shall bring any charge…? Who is to 

condemn….?” 

 

2:8 Let me explain this package. There are five elements that make it impossible to lose 

salvation – the cross (vs 32); election (vs 33); divine justification (vs 33); the 

resurrection of Jesus (vs 34), and the intercession of Jesus in glory (vs 34). If you are 

a part of this complete package, then your salvation is secure. Look at it like this; 
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Christ died for you taking on Himself the condemnation for your sin (vs 32). Then, you 

are an elect person in the purposes of God (vs 33). Next, God Himself has justified 

you through faith in Christ, He has pronounced you to be legally right in His sight 

cleared of all guilt (vs 33). Furthermore, Jesus rose from the grave showing that His 

death on the cross was satisfactory for your sin. God the Father has accepted His 

death as your substitute (vs 34). Finally, you are the subject of Jesus’ constant praying 

before the Father in glory (vs 34).  

 

2:9 If you still find that unconvincing now look at Romans 8:30 “And those whom he 

predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those 

whom he justified he also glorified”. Look carefully at the chain containing four links. 

Each of these is linked together, you cannot have one without the other, and one leads 

into the other. It goes like this; - You are “predestined”, therefore, as a result you have 

been subsequently “called” into Christ by His grace, and this automatically led to you 

being “justified”, and as a consequence of all of these three links, you will be “gloried”. 

Indeed, your future glorification is so certain you can say today that you already 

glorified – Paul uses a past aorist tense. 

 

2:10 But you will say, “Where is my sanctification; my living the Christian life; my 

obedience?” It is certainly not a part of the package of redemption because 

sanctification does not save you. The only part that sanctification plays is that it is 

evidence that you are a part of this package. None of us has written confirmation in 

the form of a certificate to show that we have been accepted. Our confirmation that we 

are included within this package is shown in the way we live. If you are predestined; 

called and justified and destined to be glorified, your lifestyle will be one that aims to 

please and glorify God. You will want to show your gratitude to God through a life 

change.  

 

2:11 As we return to Psalm 23:6 with the concept of eternity, let us inform ourselves of the 

need to maintain a balance in the Christian life. A balance between “all the days of my 

life” and “I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever”. The Bible requires that we 

retain a realisation of glory. Do not let the “days of my life” rob us of the positive 

benefits of contemplating the glory to come. We must view our lives in the right 

perspective.  

 

2:12 We must ask this question. What is the purpose for the work of Redemption? Why did 

God create the history of Redemption from Genesis to the cross and empty tomb? I 
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suggest that God has in mind a final goal that does not reside with this present life. He 

began with man in the Garden of Eden and He is aiming to bring us back to that again. 

It will be in the form of the New Heavens and the New Earth. It will be a return to that 

former state. What God is working towards does not lie solely with life as we know it 

today. His objective is glory; that City “whose designer and builder is God” (Heb 

12:10). Look at Revelation 21:3 “And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 

"Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will 

be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God”. That is how God 

initially intended it before the Fall. He allowed the Fall to take place, but He is in the 

business of restoration. We are going back to that again, but this time in a restored 

and renewed heavens and earth (Rom 8:19-23). Christian! Keep this in your mind 

always. 

 

Conclusion 

1. We have now reached the end of Psalm 23. Before we leave the Psalm there is one 

final lesson for us to learn. 

 

2. In the 18th century Henry Scougal wrote a small book entitled, “The Life of God in the 

soul of Man”. It was the means of the conversion of many people, not least of all 

people like Whitefield and Grimshaw.  

 

3. Think of the title of that book in the light of Psalm 23. Is this a Psalm about God or 

man? I suggest the former. It is all God-centred. Indeed, it is a writing that expresses 

“The life of God in the soul of Man”. In the Psalm God is mentioned or referred in about 

twelve occasions in six verses. It is a writing that begins with God in verse one and 

ends with God in verse 6.  

 

4. I want to suggest that this is something to which we must aspire. Be discontent with a 

life that has a separation between the sacred and the secular. Aim to get a life that is 

filled with God. A life in which you can say with Paul, “For me to live is Christ” (Phil 

1:21), or , “It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in 

the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me” (Gal 

2:20); or a life that “filled with the Spirit” whereby we can say that we “walk by the 

Spirit…led by the Spirit….live by the Spirit” (Gal 5:16, 18, 25).  

 

5. Finally, we must observe the personal pronouns in this Psalm. Whilst the material 

focuses upon God, there is a strong personal element here. David is speaking about 
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his personal relationship with God. It is all in the first person. Notice the “I”, “me”, “my”. 

It is correct to speak of the collective Church and the way that much of the NT is written 

to the Church as a group of people. However, it would be wrong to neglect the 

personal element. Remember how Paul could say, “He loved me and gave Himself for 

me”. Each one of us who is in Christ by faith is able to claim the contents of this Psalm 

for ourselves. It is all for me! This God is for me. All that is written is for me. 

 

"Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell 
in the house of the LORD forever."  

 

 

Richard Lee.  November 2013 


