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The Presence of God   
 

Part 2 
 

The Presence of God in Worship 
 
 
 
Introduction 
 
In the first paper we looked at the presence of God as something that cannot be avoided. 
God is everywhere at one time. This is the teaching of Psalm 139 and it is also contained in 
the theological statement, “The Omnipresence of God”. 
 
There is a true sense that we cannot therefore, “enter the presence of God”, for to do so 
would be to imply that we can also “leave the presence of God”. If we continue to tell the 
congregation in worship that we are about to enter the presence of God as we sing or 
worship we will signify to the people that the presence of God is somehow associated with 
formal worship or the building itself. 
 
However, we need now to explore what we mean by the presence of God in Worship. Is this 
in anyway different from knowing the presence of God in day to day living? 
 
 
1. Entering the Presence of God 
 

1:1 At first this seems to be a contradiction of what I have just argued against. But this is the 
teaching of Scripture. Whilst it is true to say that we always have the presence of God, as in 
the words of Ps 139, yet it is true to say, biblically that we can “enter” the presence of God in 
worship 

 

1:2 These are the words of some of the Psalms: Psalm 100:4 “Enter his gates with 
thanksgiving”: Psalm 118:19 “Open to me the gates of righteousness: I will enter into them, I 
will give thanks unto Jehovah”. We must, of course, recognize that in the Old Testament 
there stood the Temple. Worship therefore required a physical “entering” of the Temple and 
it was in the Temple that the presence of God was known to reside. Hence people did have 
to literally “enter his presence”.  
 

1:3 I argued in the last paper that our bodies, being the new Temple of God, perpetually contain 
the presence of God. Hence we do not need to formerly “enter His presence”. 

 
1:4 Yet, is there not a sense in which in gathered worship we can “know the presence of God” in 

a different form, a worshipful manner? Is there, should there be, something different about 
the presence of God in the more formal gathered community of God’s people? Does the 
Bible support something of this kind? 

 
1:5 When the presence of God is with us all the time it is true to say that we are not always 

conscious of His presence. The problem does not lie with God but with us. He is there but 
we do not know it or are not aware of it. This is not a sin, but just reality. We have so many 
activities to undertake that require our full attention. Yes, there are many times during the 
day when we can practice the presence of God and acknowledge Him. But on the whole we 
do ignore Him mainly because of the demands of life. 
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1:6 However, in the gathered worshipping Church we have an occasion when we can be 
conscious of His presence all the time. All our work, home life, expectations for the coming 
day, the TV programmes are all behind us. We can have a clear uncluttered 
acknowledgement of God. We are in the spiritual realm, so to speak. Spiritual and biblical 
issues are before us in song, prayer, Bible reading or preaching. It is a complete untouched, 
unhindered “God moment”.  

 
1:7 This I suggest is what we mean by “entering into the presence of God”. He is there all the 

time and we are in His presence, but in our minds we are not aware of it, we do not 
acknowledge it, we do not think God. But now, in worship we are thinking God. He is before 
us, He is brought to our attention, He is spoken about. Our minds are on spiritual things. We 
are in the spiritual realm with God. Hence we have entered His presence. We have opened 
the eyes of our minds, we see Him by faith, recognize Him in spirit. 

 
 
2.  The Presence of God in Worship 
 
2:1 As a basic text I want to refer to 1 Corinthians 14:25 “and the secrets of his heart will be laid 

bare. So he will fall down and worship God, exclaiming, "God is really among you!". The 
context shows the Church in worship using the gifts of the Spirit. It is Paul’s argument that if 
the entire gathering all speak in tongues (without translation) no one will understand what is 
being said, least of all the “outsider” who is present. But on the other hand if they prophecy 
the effect will be different and the “outsider” will be astonished and be convicted “exclaiming, 
`God is really among you`”. 

 

2:2 Although this is a statement supposedly coming from an unbeliever, yet for our purposes it 
typifies a significant truth. Let us ask the question, “What signifies the presence of God?” 
The answer must be: The Holy Spirit. Our bodies are the temple of the Spirit; this is what 
makes us God’s Temple. Hence God dwells in us by reason of the Holy Spirit.  

 

2:3 Now let us move on. How does the Spirit make Himself known publicly in the community of 
the gathered Church? In other words, how do we know that the Spirit of God, the 
Representative of God is portraying Himself in our worship, how do we know that God is 
really among us? Of course we can speak of an “electric atmosphere…..strange feelings 
down the spine…odd and peculiar sensations…”. But in reality all this is very subjective and 
is no real proof of His presence. I am not denying the subjective element especially when 
we talk of being individually “blessed” by the worship. But, I suggest that the NT has more to 
say about the presence of God among His gathered people. 

 

2:4 Recall Paul’s early comments in this epistle when he states that on coming to Corinth he did 
not come to them with clever words of oratory but “ My message and my preaching were not 
with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit's power”  (1 Cor 2:4). 
Notice the words “demonstration of the Spirit’s power”. The Greek word is avpodeixie 
(apodeixei) meaning, a demonstration, proof. I suggest here that he was thinking of some 
practical, visible or audible display by the Spirit. The use of the word “power” is used in 1  
Cor 4:19-20, “then I will find out not only how these arrogant people are talking, but what 
power they have. For the kingdom of God is not in word but in power”. It seems to me that 
later on in this epistle Paul explains this “power” in terms of the activity of the Spirit in the 
exercise of the gifts. 

 
2:5 How then does God make Himself known to us in a gathered community of worshippers? He 

does so through the operation of the gifts in worship. It is through the exercise of these gifts 
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that we can say, “God is truly among us”.  This I believe is the meaning of this passage in 1 
Corinthians 14.  

 
2:6 The gifts do not replace prayer, singing, bible reading or preaching. It is simply another 

dimension of worship. This is particularly relevant with the two gifts of tongues and 
prophecy.  These two gifts portray the response that God gives us; He is addressing the 
community of the gathered Church. It is not us addressing God but He is communicating 
with us. There has to be something extraordinary about this, an audible demonstration of the 
presence of the power of God. When these gifts are used properly we can truly say, “God is 
among us”.  

 
2:7 I am not suggesting that this negates the need for faith in the presence of God. We still 

believe God to be presence among us even if there are no gifts exercised. The absence of 
the gifts does not represent His absence. However, I would suggest that the gathered 
worshipping community has the privilege of experiencing the demonstration of the Spirit 
through the operation of the gifts. This must inevitably enhance our appreciation of the 
presence of God. It is this, I believe, that Paul is referring to in 1 Cor 14:25 “and the secrets 
of his heart will be laid bare. So he will fall down and worship God, exclaiming, "God is really 
among you!". 

 
3 Losing the Presence  of God 
 
3:1 Whilst the presence of God cannot be lost due to His omnipresence, it is possible, sadly, 

that due to our sin, His presence can be withdrawn from us, even in worship. Someone once 
asked the question, “If God was to withdraw from our worship would it make much 
difference, would we not just continue with our usual programme of hymns/songs etc”? Is it 
possible that “Ichabod”, “The glory has departed”1, could be written over some fellowships? 

 
3:2 It was David’s fear that he might lose the presence of God due to his sin with Bathsheba, 

“Cast me not away from your presence” (Psalm 51:11). God would always be there, He 
Himself would not be removed, but God could remove David from His Presence. It was 
Moses’ fear that Israel had sinned so severely against God in the making of the golden calf 
that they would lose the presence of God, "If your presence will not go with me, do not bring 
us up from here” ( Exodus 33:15). Moses recognised the value of the presence of God and 
refused to continue as leader of the people without God Himself being present. 

 
3:3  In Israel it was the worst of all punishments to be cut off from the presence of God, Say to 

them, “If any one of all your offspring throughout your generations approaches the holy 
things that the people of Israel dedicate to the LORD, while he has an uncleanness, that 
person shall be cut off from my presence: I am the LORD” (Leviticus 22:3). The Psalmist 
declares “You have made known to me the path of life; you will fill me with joy in your 
presence, with eternal pleasures at your right hand” , (Psalm 16:11). The implicating being 
that there is no real joy or pleasure without the presence of God. His presence is to be 
coveted above all things. Jonah, when he had disobeyed God and was subsequently thrown 
into the sea to be swallowed by the fish felt that he had lost the presence of God, “Then I 
said, 'I am driven away from your sight” (Jonah 2:4). 

 
3:4 It is in the book of Revelation that we come face to face with the disturbing truth that we can 

forfeit the presence of the Lord through our complacency, materialism and greed. Revelation 
3:20 “Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I 
will come in to him and eat with him, and he with me”. The picture is that of Jesus standing 
outside the Church. His presence is not with the Church of Laodicea for He has withdrawn 
Himself.  

                                           
1
  1 Samuel 3:21 
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3:5 We must learn much from this scripture for it speaks of a worldly fellowship where the love 

for material gain had led to spiritual complacency, “So, because you are lukewarm--neither 
hot nor cold--I am about to spit you out of my mouth.  “You say, `I am rich; I have acquired 
wealth and do not need a thing.' But you do not realise that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, 
blind and naked” (Revelation 3:16-17). Perhaps we all need to examine ourselves 

 
3:6 It would be wrong of us to brashly conclude that due to the omnipresence of God our sin 

would never exclude Him from us. Remember the words of Isaiah 59:2, “But your iniquities 
have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden his face from you, so that he will 
not hear”. Have we forgotten the solemn warning given to Israel by God when He said, 
“When you spread out your hands in prayer, I will hide my eyes from you; even if you offer 
many prayers, I will not listen” (Isaiah 1:15).    

 
3:7 Yes, God is omnipresent, but let us not presume upon His presence with us and toy with our 

sins as if such behaviour would have no effect upon both our individual and community 
experience of God. What can we expect if a group of folk join together for worship but their 
lives reflect the sin of David, or that of Jonah, or of Israel, or the Church of Laodicea? Can 
that Church assemble and claim the presence of God, expect that God will attend that 
worship service or anticipate the demonstration of the power of His presence?  

 
3:8 Listen to what John had to say to the Church at Ephesus, “If we say that we have fellowship 

with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth”, 1 John 1:6. If we come 
to Church and know that we have been walking in the “darkness” of sin, “we lie” if we claim 
to be having fellowship with the living God. It is just not true. We may think we have His 
presence, and are enjoying His blessing but it more a figment of the imagination rather than 
the truth.  On the other hand “if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship 
with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin”. 1 John 
1:7.  To have this divine fellowship we must be walking “in the light as He is in the light” and 
this means confession of sin and repenting of sin.  

 
4. Re-gaining the Presence of God 

 
 I would suggest four areas that we can address in order to ensure that we do not forfeit the 

presence of God in our worship. 
 
4:1 First, let us covet the presence of God above anything else. Like Moses we must be 

prepared to say to God that unless His presence comes with us to worship then we will not 
proceed with the service. "If your presence will not go with me, do not bring us up from here” 
( Exodus 33:15).  Our services will be of no value to us or to God if He is absent. Moses was 
serious and so must we be.  

 
4:2 It is not unusual for us to be aware of the absence of friends or Church members when we 

meet for worship and we wonder where they are or why they are missing. In the same 
manner we must be anxious about the presence of God. If He be missing from our service it 
is a grave and serious matter. Let us do all that is in our power to ensure that there be no 
cause in our behaviour, lives or conduct that should give God cause to withdraw Himself 
from our service. We want a service that gives this kind of result both to the saved and the 
unsaved, “Thus says the LORD of hosts: In those days ten men from the nations of every 
tongue shall take hold of the robe of a Jew, saying, 'Let us go with you, for we have heard 
that God is with you.'" Zechariah 8:23.  

 
4:3 Of what value our singing, readings, praying and preaching if we have not God among us? 

Ritual, ceremony, religion and form are not sufficient. It is paramount that God be present 
after all we are seeking to address Him with our worship.  
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4:4 Secondly, let there be no sin among us. Learn from the mistakes that Israel made and the 

warnings given in Isaiah, “But your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins 
have hidden his face from you, so that he will not hear” Isaiah 59:2. Is there an Achan in the 
camp? Let each of us examine our own souls, lives and behaviour and before we 
commence our worship repent of any known sin. 

 
4:5 It used to be the practice that, before the service began on a Sunday morning or evening, 

there would be a time of quiet so that as people took their seats they could pray and 
meditate in preparation for the service. Instead of chatter and general conversation being 
the precursor to worship let there be prayer, contemplation and repentance. Let each one of 
us prepare to meet with God. It may be that Psalm 51 needs to be on our lips. Or we may 
need to be reminded of what John said, “If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in 
the darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth.  But if we walk in the light, as he is in the 
light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from 
all sin”. 1 John 1:6-7 . If verse 6 is a warning, let verse 7 be an encouragement.  

 
4:6 We need to be reminded that God “dwells in unapproachable light”, (1 Timothy 6:16) 

meaning that His presence is a holy presence where no darkness of sin exists. Therefore 
whoever would enter His presence must be free from known sin. We cannot tolerate sin in 
our hearts and then expect to stride into His presence or anticipate the demonstration of His 
presence. Be reminded of the scene in Isaiah 6 with the angels veiling their faces because 
of the brilliance of God’s glory. 

 
4:7 The Psalmist says, “Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD? And who shall stand in his holy 

place?  He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does not lift up his soul to what is 
false and does not swear deceitfully. He will receive blessing from the LORD and 
righteousness from the God of his salvation.  Such is the generation of those who seek him, 
who seek the face of the God of Jacob”. Psalm 24:3-6.    

 
4:8 My third suggestion is that we aim to live throughout the week with the intention of ensuring 

that we are ready to meet with Him on the Sunday. In other words, our conduct and 
behaviour during the week will have a direct bearing on what happens on Sunday. Do not 
view Sunday worship in isolation. Tell yourself that you have a responsibility to ensure that 
God does not withdraw Himself from the worship because of your sin. You will not be the 
Achan in the camp. 

 
4:9 Finally, obey the injunction in 1 Corinthians 14:1 “…. earnestly desire the spiritual gifts, 

especially that you may prophesy”. The context of chapter 14 is that of community worship. 
The gifts will portray the special manifestation of the Holy Spirit, God is speaking, His word 
is being heard for a particular occasion and need relevant to the congregation. We want to 
know that He is among us for the Kingdom of God is not merely word but “power”2.  

 
4:10 I believe that His presence can be re-gained. Recall the warning of these words, “If we claim 

to have fellowship with him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth”. And 
then the encouragement in these words,  “But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we 
have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin”. 1 
John 1:6-7 . If verse 6 is a warning, let verse 7 be an encouragement. 
 
 

Richard Lee 
 
 

                                           
2
  See 1 Cor 40 


