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The Apostle PAUL 

A Biblical Biography and Study 

Introduction 

Known as "the world's greatest missionary", A. W. Tozer described him as the world's most 
successful Christian, and his career, the most astonishing in history. But more than this, Paul 
presents us a perfect example of the astonishing greatness of God's saving grace and 
mercy. The apostle himself stated this, "I am the foremost of sinners, but I received mercy 
for this reason, that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display His perfect patience 
for an example to those who were to believe in Him for eternal life" 1 Tim 1 v 16. And again 
in 1 Cor 15 v 10 " But by the grace of God I am what I am..." 

In every biblical biography we must make it our aim to point to the God who stands behind 
the man. We are not to worship Paul or to build a shrine to his memory; he himself would 
shrink from such a thing. Indeed, his very testimony points always to the glory of God's 
grace. 

1. Paul's Background 

He bore two names. "Saul", perhaps after the famous King Saul of the Old Testament was 
his Jewish name, but he was also a citizen of Rome (born in Tarsus), and for that he 
possessed the Roman name of "Paul " (Pauloj Paulus ). He tells us in Phil 3 v 4-8 
something of his upbringing. He was a thorough Jew, brought up to be a strict law-abiding 
Jew of the tribe of Benjamin. Tarsus was " no mean city " as it was a centre for learning and 
scholarship. Here Paul would have received a brilliant education, becoming familiar with the 
Greek learning.  

Possibly at an early age he became a Pharisee. His education was "at the feet of Gamaliel " 
Acts 22 v 3, who was a doctor of the law and a member of the Sanhedrin, representing the 
liberal wing of the Pharisees. He was a man held in high honour. Most Pharisees were 
taught a trade and for Paul it was tent making (Acts 18:31). As a Pharisee, he is presented 
as a strict and most zealous and above average amongst his peer group. "I advanced in 
Judaism beyond many of my own age among my people, so extremely zealous was I for the 
traditions of my fathers " Gal 1 v 14. He appears to have possessed a high standing with the 
high priest in Jerusalem making him a man of renown, " the high priest and the whole 
council of elders bear me witness " Acts 22 v 5. 

In short, Paul was an extraordinary person. Putting together all his autobiographical extracts 
he appears before his conversion to be self-assured, clean- living, law-abiding, devoted to 
his career, and confident of doing the right things. He had never been a prodigal and could 
measure himself up against the yardstick of God and not be found wanting (in his own eyes). 
He radiated boldness, integrity, total commitment, and courage. Paul possessed qualities of 
tenacity, single-mindedness and caution. He was radical, versatile, and venturesome. 

 

 

                                                
1  The Greek skhnopoioj means, one that made small portable tents, of leather or cloth 

of goats' hair (Latin cilicium) or linen, for the use of travelers. It is also suggested that 
such a term indicates that Paul worked with leather. He may have manufactured and 
repaired a range of leather and woven goods.  
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2 Paul's Conversion 

The church was afraid of him, and viewed him as their enemy, even as the enemy of God. 
The thought that such a man could ever be converted probably never crossed their minds. I 
doubt that any could get near enough to him to do some personal work. He hated Christians 
and was convinced that he was doing God's will in persecuting them to death. His methods 
for dealing with those of the "way " were cruel, harsh, and violent. "Persecuted to the death, 
binding and delivering to prison both men and women " Acts 22 v 4; " Breathing threats and 
murder against the disciples of the Lord . " Acts 9 v 1. Similarly, in giving his testimony in 
defence he stated, “I not only locked up many of the saints in prison after receiving authority 
from the chief priests, but when they were put to death I cast my vote against them. And I 
punished them often in all the synagogues and tried to make them blaspheme, and in raging 
fury against them I persecuted them even to foreign cities”, Acts 26:10-11. 
  

I take the view that this man was similar to one of today’s terrorists. He was a man 
convinced of his religion to the point of murder, persecution and threats. Nothing should 
stand in his way of defying the “infidel”; namely Jesus of Nazareth who had come as a threat 
to his dearly held religion – Pharisaism. With dedicated religious zeal, Saul persecuted 
Christians in every city and town believing that he was doing God’s will in putting Christians 
to death with a desire to exterminate this new religion. He was, in a word, an original Bin 
Laden! He headed a group, not dissimilar from Al Quaeda, he was clearly a terrorist. 

It is doubtful that anyone within the Church would have wanted to pray for this murderous 
man. They might have prayed that God would strike him dead! But the thought that such a 
man could ever be converted was far from their minds. If anyone had suggested that God 
could save and change this man into the greatest pioneer missionary of the Christian faith 
that the world has ever known, they would have been accused of fantasising. No such thing 
could be possible.   

Yet, here was a “chosen vessel of the Lord "- Acts 9 v 15, elect, and destined by God to 
become the world's greatest pioneer missionary and Christian. God made this man, 
prepared him, taught him, watched him develop and then entered his life with the power of 
the Holy Spirit. In Galatians he wrote about God who "set me apart before I was born and 
called me by His grace…was pleased to reveal His Son in me", Galatians 1:15. No wonder 
he later wrote, “The gospel is the power of God unto salvation . . . ." If anyone knew of the 
power of God in the gospel it was this man. Should we be surprised when so frequently we 
read in his writings of "power”. He knew that only God could save and that was because 
there existed saving power in the gospel. No one, however cruel, vicious, depraved, 
arrogant, and self-conceited, was beyond the forgiveness of God and His saving grace.  

Although Paul did not have any experience of Christ prior to his conversion, the witness of 
Stephen's death must have had an impact upon him. "they laid their garments at the feet of a 
young man named Saul . . . . and Saul was consenting to his (Stephen's ) death " Acts 7 v 
58 ; 8 v 1. The words of Jesus to Paul, on the road to Damascus, "it hurt you to kick against 
the goads " Acts 24 v 14, implies that Paul may have been under some considerable 
conviction, perhaps following the speeches and death of Stephen. This kicking against the 
goads (spiked rods used to prod the cattle so as to make them move) is a metaphorical 
expression showing that Paul was fighting against the inner convictions of the Holy Spirit, 
and the result was painful for him.  

Some have suggested that Romans 7 v 9 portrays how Paul was feeling at this time, " I was 
once alive apart from the law, but when that commandment came, sin revived and I died." 
The pain of conviction under the witness of the Christians he was persecuting meant that his 
spiritual perception of the law was having a cutting effect on his mind and conscience to the 
point that life was more like a spiritual death to him! 
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Significant to Paul's conversion is his sight of the risen Jesus on the road to Damascus, 1 
Cor 15 v 7-8; "then He appeared to James... Last of all, as to one untimely born, He 
appeared also to me." This was the transforming act. Here, indirectly, is another proof of the 
resurrection of Jesus. Paul, the persecuting blasphemer, the radical tormenter of 
Christianity, is converted in a single instant! It can only be because he had received a visual, 
intellectual, physical view of the risen Christ. Nothing less than this would have changed 
such an ardent hater of Christianity. 

3. Paul's Early Ministry 

Following his conversion Paul spent the first few days in Damascus with the Christians of 
that city (Acts 9 v 19 “and taking food, he was strengthened. For some days he was with the 
disciples at Damascus”). Immediately, Paul recognised that he had to put a few things 
straight and was found to be engaged immediately in evangelism in Damascus, and in the 
synagogues he was found preaching," he proclaimed Jesus, saying ' He is the Son of God”. 
His message was not gladly received and he was forced to flee for his life, lowered in a 
basket over the city wall in the safety of darkness (Acts 9 vs 23 - 25). 

At this point he retired to the desert for a period of approximately three years. “I did not go up 
to Jerusalem . . . . but I went away to Arabia; and again I returned to Damascus. Then after 
three years . . . . " Gal 1 v 17. God is anxious that His servants obtain a sound spiritual 
education. Possibly it was here that Paul experienced those strange visions which he speaks 
of in 2 Cor 12 v 3 . " I know that this man was caught up into Paradise - whether in the body 
or out of the body I do not know, God knows - and he heard things that cannot be told, which 
man may not utter." Paul is adamant that his knowledge of the gospel did not come from 
other men merely passing it on to him second hand. He argues that, " The gospel which was 
preached by me is not man's gospel. For I did not receive it from man , nor was I taught it, 
but it came through a revelation of Jesus Christ. " Gal 1 vs 11 - 12. He alludes to this private 
and personal revelation in 1 Cor 2 v 9 " What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor has the 
heart of man conceived, what God has prepared for those who love Him, God has revealed 
to us (ie, Apostles) through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of 
God "  

God has always been anxious that His chosen servants enter His secluded University of the 
Spirit, recall the experience of Joseph in prison; Moses in the wilderness with Jethro; Elijah 
at the brook Chereth; David tending the sheep and John the Baptist in the wilderness. 

Following this period of "training” Paul returns to Damascus ( Gal 1 vs 17-19 ) before finally 
going up to Jerusalem to meet the other apostles. With great difficulty, but through the 
intervention of Barnabas (Acts 9 vs 26 - 27) Paul was finally accepted amongst the apostles. 
He joined forces with them but his preaching of the gospel once again earned him 
persecution and he had to flee, this time returning to Tarsus, the town of his birth. 

What he did during the following few years is not clear. It seems that he disappeared into the 
regions of Syria and Cilicia ( Gal 1 v 21 ), two areas to the south of Tarsus. Whether he 
engaged in evangelism is not clear, but one can hardly visualise this dynamic Christian 
figure remaining silent for what was probably a period of ten years, but Luke does not record 
any further activity until Paul’s commissioning in Acts 11. Gal 2 v 1 - "then after a period of 
fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem", (a combination of the period spent in Arabia 
and Syria and Cilicia ). We do not appreciate the fact that Paul was probably silent and 
somewhat inactive for a full fourteen years before he was ready for God to use him in the 
ministry. Paul had to undergo much re-learning as a proud Pharisee. God had to deal with 
him before this servant was ready to be used. 

It is now time for Paul to emerge onto the stage of the world and lead the pioneer work into 
the Gentile Church. Barnabas appears to have had a keen interest in Paul, and despite the 
opinions and fears of some, was willing to introduce Paul to the church at Antioch. “The 
church at Jerusalem sent Barnabas to Antioch. When he came and saw the grace of God, 
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he was glad . . . .So Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul; and when he had found him, 
he brought him to Antioch. For a whole year they met with the church and taught a large 
company of people." Acts 11 vs 22 - 25. It was while Paul was ministering in this church that 
the Spirit called Paul (and Barnabas) for the work of being, what we now call missionaries. " 
Now in the church at Antioch . . . the Holy Spirit said ' Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul 
for the work to which I have called them. " - Acts 13 vs 1 - 3. 

In the life of Paul there now follow three major missionary endeavours of pioneering work in 
Galatia, Macedonia, Corinth, Ephesus, and Cyprus, before making his journey to Rome 
where he was imprisoned. All this history is recorded by Luke in Acts. 

4. Imprisonment; Ministry; Imprisonment and Death 

It is at this point that we encounter a difficultly in piecing together the final years of Paul’s life. 
There is a strong support for believing that Paul’s imprisonment in Rome only lasted two 
years, after which he was released and then re-arrested and put to death.  

Luke tells us in Acts 28:30 that Paul “He lived there two whole years at his own expense, 
and welcomed all who came to him”. There is an implication here that his prison sentence 
came to an end after two years due to the failure of his enemies to supply sufficient evidence 
against him ( see 28:21), “And they said to him, "We have received no letters from Judea 
about you, and none of the brothers coming here has reported or spoken any evil about 
you”. 

Of course, this raises more questions. In the first place, why did not Luke give us more 
information about the life of Paul? Secondly, if Paul had been executed during this prison 
period why did Luke not add this to his writing? One answer to these questions might be 
found in the reason for Luke writing both his Gospel and the Acts.  

Luke 1:3 and Acts 1:1 mention the name of a person to whom Luke is writing, “Theophilus”. 
We are not told who this person is but such a name seems to suggest that Theophilus was a 
noble within the Court of Rome. Luke’s reason for writing his two volume work might have 
been as a defence for Paul in Rome during his first imprisonment. Maybe Luke was hoping 
that Theophilus, once he knew that Christianity was not a threat to the Roman Empire, would 
have some influence upon the Emperor that would lead to his release.  

You will be aware that during the trial of Jesus Luke records Pilate repeatedly stating that 
Jesus was innocent of any crime against Him, and said to them, "You brought me this man 
as one who was misleading the people. And after examining him before you, behold, I did 
not find this man guilty of any of your charges against him“; Luke 23:14; “Neither did Herod, 
for he sent him back to us. Look, nothing deserving death has been done by him” Luke 
23:15; “A third time he said to them, "Why, what evil has he done? I have found in him no 
guilt deserving death. I will therefore punish and release him" Luke 23:22. Thus the Court of 
Rome, the highest Court in the known world found Jesus guiltless. 
  
Similarly, Paul was also found to be guiltless by the Roman Court under Festus. This is what 
Luke records for us, “ Festus said, "King Agrippa and all who are present with us, you see 
this man about whom the whole Jewish people petitioned me, both in Jerusalem and here, 
shouting that he ought not to live any longer. But I found that he had done nothing deserving 
death. And as he himself appealed to the emperor, I decided to go ahead and send him” 
Acts 25:24. And then, “ when they had withdrawn, they said to one another, "This man is 
doing nothing to deserve death or imprisonment. And Agrippa said to Festus, "This man 
could have been set free if he had not appealed to Caesar." Acts 26:31-32. This is in Paul’s 
defense. Rome must see that Paul is innocent. Even Festus could see that there was no 
guilt worthy of punishment. 
  
A particular relevant statement by Paul is then added, “For the king knows about these 
things, and to him I speak boldly. For I am persuaded that none of these things has escaped 
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his notice, for this has not been done in a corner”. Acts 26:26. Luke will demonstrate, in 
Paul’s defence that Christianity is not a secret society, hidden in a “corner”, but open for all 
to see.  

If the theory is true, then this would support Paul’s release from prison beyond the last 
chapter of Acts. Luke would have no need to write any more information for Theophilus as 
both the Gospel and Acts had achieved its purpose bringing about Paul’s deliverance.  

Whilst this may be thought to be pure speculation, it must be remembered that within some 
of the “Prison Epistles” Paul did often speak of the possibility of release and further ministry. 
For example, we read in Philippians 1:25-26 “ Convinced of this, I know that I will remain and 
continue with you all, for your progress and joy in the faith,  so that in me you may have 
ample cause to glory in Christ Jesus, because of my coming to you again”. And then 
Philippians 2:24  “and I trust in the Lord that shortly I myself will come also”. When writing 
from prison in Rome to Philemon he said, “ At the same time, prepare a guest room for me, 
for I am hoping that through your prayers I will be graciously given to you”, Philemon 1:22. 

Added to this, Paul expressed a vision to extend his missionary journeys further into the 
western part of the Roman Empire. When writing his closing words to the Church in Rome 
he stated, “I hope to see you in passing as I go to Spain, and to be helped on my journey 
there by you, once I have enjoyed your company for a while. .....  When therefore I have 
completed this and have delivered to them what has been collected, I will leave for Spain by 
way of you”. Romans 15:24, 28. There is no record in Acts of Paul visiting Spain. If we 
accept that the words Paul wrote were divinely inspired, we must accept that at some point 
in his career he did visit Spain.  
  
Indeed, an early Church document known as the Muratorian fragment (180-200 AD) 
mentions Paul’s visit to Spain, “…Paul….proceeded from the city ( Rome) to Spain”. 
Clement of Rome, a Church leader stated, “Paul…having taught righteousness to the whole 
world, and having gone to the limits of the West…..”. Now, this expression “the limits of the 
West” always meant the extreme Western part of Europe. This included Spain. Mere 
speculation on my part, but does this mean that Paul came to Britain given that this country 
would be the ultimate extent of the Western Roman Empire? I found this one source that 
might be in support of my theory: “Even if his (Paul’s) first object was the Hellenized (Greek) 
towns, ‘it marks the beginning of an entirely new enterprise; behind it lies Gaul and perhaps 
Germany and Britain. He is about to pass over from the Greek into the distinctly Roman half 
of the civilized world”2.  
  
  
Sometime, then, after this second period of ministry, Paul was finally arrested and put to 
death under the reign of Nero. There was, therefore, a second period of Roman 
imprisonment. This time, however, Paul does not anticipate release. There is no mention of 
a hope of re-visiting the Churches as he wrote in Philippians. Instead, there exists in 2 
Timothy a clear note of his coming demise. In this last of the epistles, Paul speaks much 
about Paul’s “suffering” for the sake of the Gospel; 2 Timothy 1:8 Therefore do not be 
ashamed of the testimony about our Lord, nor of me his prisoner, but share in suffering for 
the gospel by the power of God”, and, 2 Timothy 2:9  “for which I am suffering, bound with 
chains as a criminal. But the word of God is not bound!”. He then goes on to speak of his 
own elevation to glory and the crown that is awaiting him, 2 Timothy 4:6-8 “For I am already 
being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure has come.  I have fought 
the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.  Henceforth there is laid up for 
me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on that 

                                                
2  Douglas, J. (1982; Published in electronic form by Logos Research Systems, 1996). 

New Bible Dictionary. Includes index. (electronic ed. of 2nd ed.). Wheaton, IL: 
Tyndale House. 
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Day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his appearing”. Tradition teaches that 
Paul was executed in Rome under Emperor Nero in AD 64. 

5. Paul's Characteristics 

Paul presents as a complex personality. Yet he comes across on the pages of the New 
Testament as an example for us to follow, " Brethren, join in imitating me . . . ." Phil 3 v 17. 
Part of this session is to observe issues within the life and witness of Paul that we can 
imitate so that we improve on our Christian life. 

a) Sincerity and Zeal  

As Paul was sincere and zealous in persecuting the church, so he was in the building and 
teaching of the church, - " I am . . . .zealous for God . . . " - Acts 22 v 3 . He had qualities that 
God sought to use for His Kingdom. Once Satan was using these positives for the 
destruction of the church, now the Spirit is using them for the founding and growth of the 
church. Paul was whole-hearted in all that he did. Dedication, enthusiasm, and total 
commitment are the hallmarks of this man's life and ministry. 

b) Humility  

Paul lived in the humility of repentance, and it was a progressive humility. " I am the least of 
the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle " 1 Cor 15 v 9 . " I am the very least of all the 
saints " - Eph 3 v 8 . " I am the foremost of sinners " 1 Tim 1 v 15. This is no false modesty. 
Paul possessed a realistic view of himself as a sinner saved by grace. Grace was the 
hallmark of his preaching. His view of sin (Eph 2; Rom 3) led him to realise that in himself 
man possessed no righteousness of his own which could gain acceptance with God. His 
statements in Romans 7 v 14 may well be describing himself, " I am carnal, sold under sin. I 
do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate 
. . .sin which dwells within me . . ." If this is not strong enough, consider Phil 3 vs 4 - 10, 
“Whatever gain I had (speaking of his intellect, and moral standing as a Pharisee) I counted 
as loss ( v 7 ) for the sake of Christ. Indeed I count everything as loss . . .and count them as 
refuse ( i.e. dung, dirt ) "  

How do we see ourselves before God? Do we feel we have anything to be proud of ? We 
have nothing but that which has been given to us from God. " let him who boasts, boast of 
the Lord " 1 Cor 1 v 31. 

c) Courage  

Whilst not looking for danger or rashly rushing into it, not for a moment did Paul evade it if 
the interests of his Master were at stake. There was never the slightest shrinking from peril 
and danger and opposition. His letters portray how he grasped the nettle of personnel 
problems or church difficulties with no thought to the cost of his own wellbeing. " I do not 
count my life of any value, nor as precious to myself, if only I may accomplish my course and 
the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of 
God," - Acts 20 v 24. Time does not permit us to examine the lists of suffering experienced 
by Paul as recorded in 2 Cor 6 vs 4 - 5 and 11 vs 24 - 29. 

Sadly, we often speak of having a decisive resolve to be willing to suffer for our Lord, but 
when a whisper of opposition arises we cower and complain. We talk of suffering with Him, 
knowing the " fellowship of His sufferings " but in practice we are very loath to enter such an 
experience. Suffering for us usually brings complaints, dissatisfaction, murmuring and 
depression. 
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d) Friendliness and Appreciation  

Paul expressed a genuine love for people. Most of his letters record personal names and 
comments about individual people to whom he wished to be remembered. Equally, there is 
evidence of his appreciation for all those who supported him in the gospel. His letters 
breathe warmth of thankfulness and gratitude. Think of the long list of people to whom he 
wished to be remembered at the close of Romans. Having taught some strong and powerful 
doctrine in seeking to plumb the depths of God’s wisdom, Paul still has time for individual 
people whom he loved. 

6. Conclusion 

This simple sketch of Paul's life is certainly inadequate. I have not spent time in talking of his 
mighty prayer life which rightly should occupy a theme on its own. Equally, I have omitted to 
speak in depth about his extraordinary preaching, evangelism, and teaching abilities. 

However, perhaps sufficient on this occasion has been said to offer an introduction to the 
man whose letters we repeatedly read, preach, and study. Remember, however, highly as 
we might esteem him, he was at heart only a man! He made mistakes and sinned like any of 
us. His writings owe their brilliance to the God who chose to reveal His truth through his 
servant. We must not worship or idolise this man Paul. He was a vessel chosen by God. The 
life of Paul radiates the glory of God who through His power and grace alighted upon such a 
rough, antagonistic and violent human being and transformed him, as He still does. 

However, there are four practical points that I wish to raise and then apply. 

  

1. In the first place take note of the extensive preparation which Paul under went before he 
was fit for ministry. 

 I reckon that he “trained” for his ministry for at least fourteen years (Gal 2:1). Partly this was 
necessary given his Jewish Pharisee upbringing. There was much “unlearning” that Paul had 
to experience.  

Nevertheless, the point is that if a meaningful ministry is to take place we must never dismiss 
the importance and necessity for preparation and training. It need not take fourteen years! 
But time to prepare must take place. Training and preparation can be undertaken whilst 
practicing the particular ministry God has given as it is not necessary always for lengthy 
periods of time to be set aside prior to ministry.  

I labour this point because there is a tendency among some people to want to rush to the 
fore front and be seen to be ministering without any consideration being given to preparing 
the mind and the soul. By nature we want to be activists and are not given to study and 
training. We want to be getting on with the task rather than giving time for thinking; reading; 
praying and study. 

Paul had to say to Timothy, “Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a 
worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth”. 2 Timothy 2:15. 
The KJV has “study”; but this is not an accurate rendering of the Greek term which simply 
means, “be diligent, urgent, eager”. The point, however, is that Timothy must make sure that 
he is approved by God; that he is found to be correctly handling the Word of God. This 
necessitates reading the bible; studying its contents; learning some theology and biblical 
truth. 
  
Someone might object and say that not everyone has the task of preaching and may be 
used by God in a one-to-one evangelism. I agree, but even to undertake this task effectively 
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one needs to know the bible. If we are anticipating a role where the truth of God is involved – 
children and teenager ministry; small house groups; mentoring individuals; discipling…. we 
must be prepared to engage in study. 
  
The danger we are facing today within local Churches is that “the blind are leading the blind”. 
In other words, those who are trying to teach do not themselves understand the truth they 
are attempting to impart. There is an element of ignorance in those who are appointed as 
leaders of groups and children’s work. Folk are trying to preach without any depth of 
knowledge and as a result, not only are people failing to be taught correctly, they are actually 
being misled.  
  
2. Secondly, take note of Paul’s enthusiasm for the Gospel.  
  
The zeal and inspiration that drove him to murder Christians before his conversion is now 
being expressed in his missionary endeavour. All through the Acts and into his epistles the 
note of commitment is repeated again and again. Nothing will deter this man from his 
ministry. Talking to Agrippa following a description of his conversion and calling, he says, 
"Therefore, O King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision”, Acts 26:19. When 
he was bidding farewell to the Ephesian Christians he said this, “ I did not shrink from 
declaring to you anything that was profitable, and teaching you in public and from house to 
house”….. “But I do not account my life of any value nor as precious to myself, if only I may 
finish my course and the ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel 
of the grace of God” Acts 20:20,24. 
  
This is the kind of commitment that the Christian Church requires. I wonder sometimes that if 
we were to give our employment the same degree of commitment that we do to the work of 
God we would have got the sack long ago! Why does not the Kingdom work demand from us 
our highest devotion, loyalty and dedication?  
  
I have the feeling that many Christians treat Christianity like a hobby, or a weekend leisure 
activity. Hobbies are attended to in our spare time. Church merely becomes the meeting 
place for friends and families, a kind of social centre.  
  
It has to be different. We need to regain the Pauline enthusiasm: loyalty and dedication. The 
Kingdom of God must become a high priority and receive from us our utmost attention. 
Christianity is our life – not our hobby: it is not an interest, it is our very existence. 
  
3. Thirdly, take note of Paul’s devotion to Christ. 
  
I believe that the key statement that epitomises Paul’s entire ministry and life is this, “For to 
me to live is Christ….”. Philippians 1:21. Then again, “I have been crucified with Christ. It is 
no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by 
faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me” Galatians 2:20. And again, 
“far be it from me to boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world 
has been crucified to me, and I to the world”, Galatians 6:14.  
  
It is very difficult to piece together a portrait of Paul the Apostle from either Acts or the 
epistles. Some fragments come through, but largely what you see in his writings is not Paul 
but Christ. Occasionally we find Paul giving his testimony, but only when it was necessary 
for me to do so as a part of his defence.  
  
Although testimonies have been, and still are, a significant source of witness to unconverted 
people, there is a grave danger that instead of portraying the glory of the Gospel they are 
used for personal self-glorification. Most of the testimonies that I hear largely contain 
personal biographical details with scant reference (if any) to the actual conversion process. 
One is left, not with a picture or impression of the glory of Christ, but of the individual giving 
the testimony.  
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I believe that we often fail to achieve this dedication to Christ because we have failed to 
grasp the glory of the Gospel. Our doctrine is sadly lacking. Glibly it is said, “all that Christ 
has done for us” without any real understanding of the meaning of the incarnation, death and 
resurrection of Christ. Our songs lack any real teaching or Gospel message and with their 
emphasis on the “me-culture” are in danger of detracting from the glory of Christ rather than 
promoting it. 
  
Move away from a subjective to an objective emphasis. What I mean by this is that instead 
of always thinking of what God can/should be doing for us to give us the “feel good factor”, 
let us start to think externally about Him; learning about Him; discovering new truth (reviving 
old truths also); exploring what God has written about Himself; making God to the hero of 
our lives instead of prioritizing our own needs and felt wants.  
  
Sometimes the mere mention of the word “doctrine” has to be apologised for, as if to 
introduce some solid teaching into our preaching and bible studies is a rude interruption. But, 
if we are to have a long and concentrated look at the New Testament there exists masses of 
material completely devoted to teaching us about Christ and His Work. This is presented to 
us for our learning and instruction without any immediate practical application. Of course the 
epistles are full of practical teaching, but doctrine is given in large chunks (e.g. Romans: 
Galatians: Colossians) where the reader is expected to take note, digest and learn 
irrespective of personal spiritual applications. The doctrine itself becomes the application. 
You are learning about the God who is there – that in itself is sufficient as a spiritual 
application. 
  
4. Fourthly, note the extraordinary sovereign activity of God.  
  

• As God is the hero of every narrative and biography in the Bible, we must finish with 
a view of God’s sovereign grace. His choice of Paul is extraordinary. Who, in their 
wildest imaginations would ever have thought that this “Saul of Tarsus”, this “Hebrew 
of the Hebrews”; this Pharisee with such persecuting zeal against the Church, could 
become the Paul of the New Testament? Never underestimate the strange sovereign 
ways of God. There is a mystery in God’s ways that are past finding out. We can 
never reason out His ways and His methods, for they are not the same as ours.  

  
• Note the extraordinary grace that is exemplified within the choice and salvation of 

Paul. Here is a picture of the vastness of God’s mercy and grace that will cover all 
sin. Paul said that this was an example, “But I received mercy for this reason, that in 
me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display his perfect patience as an example 
to those who were to believe in him for eternal life” 1 Timothy 1:16.  

• Note the power of the Gospel in the salvation of Paul. Here is a picture of the power 
of saving grace. Words, arguments do not save – it is only the “Gospel which is the 
power of God”. Many testimonies where heard by Paul: many sermons perhaps (he 
heard the preaching of Stephen); various arguments were entered into with Christian 
martyrs, and Paul witnessed many Christians sacrificing their lives for the Gospel. 
But none of this moved him. However, when the power of God came upon him he is 
compelled to respond (Acts 9). No one can resist the power of God.  

Paul the Apostle has much to teach us through his writings, but although he is now dead, his 
life also continues to speak to us.  
  
Richard Lee.    
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