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Prayer: Temptation and Evil 

 
Lecture 9 

 
The Lord’s Prayer  

 
"And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil." (Matt 6:13) 

 

 

Introduction 

 

1. “Teach us to pray”, asked the disciples of Jesus (Luke 11:1). We are not born 

with an inbuilt ability to pray. We need to be taught, and we need to learn how 

to pray. It should be explained to young Christians how they should pray. 

Unfortunately, we tend to leave it to Christians new in the faith to find out for  

themselves how to prayer. Some get hold of “Prayer Books”, others just 

struggle, fail and learn by their mistakes. Some never really learn the art of 

prayer. It does not come easily. 

 

2. Realising their inadequacy in this area of prayer the disciples come to Jesus 

because they have seen Him at prayer. They want this same experience. 

John the Baptist had taught his disciples, so they want Jesus to teach them 

also. Hence this magnificent piece of NT teaching known as “The Lord’s 

Prayer”. It is called “The Lord’s Prayer” only because it was given to us by 

Jesus, but it is clearly obvious that this is a prayer Jesus could never use. He 

could never use the petition found in verse 12 “Forgive us our trespasses…..” 

Jesus was without sin and so did not require forgiveness.  

 

3. However, this is how we are taught to pray. We have already learned that 

rather than merely repeat the words in this Prayer we are meant to use them 

as guidance in our own praying; a kind of frame from which to form our own 

individual prayers. The scope before us is very comprehensive and enables 

us to extend its relevance to encompass everything that we need to include in 

praying.  

 

4. We come now to the final petition. It is the last of the six petitions but it is also 

the third one in the second group which relates to the Christian himself. We 
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have moved on from praying for physical and material things, to the issue of 

sins forgiven. Now we come to the Christian life with all of its struggles and 

battles. Within these three petitions Jesus has masterly included three of the 

most basic areas of prayer. One dealt with the physical aspects of life 

whereas the remaining two focus on the spiritual areas of life.  

 

5. There are questions raised about this final petition. Some see this as two 

petitions rather than one. I consider that both aspects relate to the same issue 

and are really just one single petition but in two halves. They both relate to 

the struggles and difficulties of the Christian life as we battle against 

temptation and sin. 

 

6. Secondly, in some translations there are the words, “For Yours is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever. Amen.” What are we to make of this? It 

is argued that these words are not to be found in the best Greek manuscripts. 

Modern translations do not include this sentence. This ending is a kind of 

doxology, a hymn of praise and worship. It is, of course, perfectly acceptable 

for this to be included in the Prayer, but it needs to be realized that the best 

manuscripts did not make it a part of the Prayer. It is probable that one of the 

scribes copying the text felt that such an ending was fitting for such a glorious 

Prayer and so added it himself. You will note that this ending is not to be 

found in Luke’s record of the Prayer in chapter 11.  

 

1. Temptation or Testing? “And lead us not into temptation….” 

 

1:1 Luther said, “I can resist absolutely everything except temptation”! Yes, we 

can understand what he means. But here in the text are we really asking God 

not to “lead us into temptation”? Does God tempt us to sin? The answer is 

quite simple, “No”. James says, “Let no one say when he is tempted, `I am 

being tempted by God,` for God cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself 

tempts no one” (James 1:13). God does not and cannot cause us to sin. He is 

not the author of temptation to sin. What then can this mean? 

 

1:2 The answer lies in the meaning of the Greek word “temptation”. It is the same 

word used for “tempting” and “testing”. The former is to do with temptation to 

sin, but the latter is about testing something to see how strong it is, or to 

prove whether a thing is genuine. In the light of the fact that God does not 
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tempt us to sin, it is preferable to translate the Greek word here as “testing”. 

The Prayer would then read, “Do not subject us to the testing”. It could then 

be paraphrased to read, “Do not bring us into a position where we may be 

tested beyond our strength and ability and could fail”. This makes the petition 

full of meaning and relevance to the Christian life. Let us explore what this 

means. 

 

1:3 Whilst God does not tempt us to sin, He does, on occasions subject us to 

various tests and trials. James will say, “Count it all joy, my brothers, when 

you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the testing of your faith 

produces steadfastness.  And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you 

may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing” (James 1:2-4).  Yes, God 

does send us trials and testing. Remember how God dealt with Abraham in 

Genesis 22 when he was told to sacrifice his only son. This was a test from 

which Abraham emerged successfully.  

 

1:4 Describing how trials are necessary, Peter puts it this way, “…the tested 

genuineness of your faith-- more precious than gold that perishes though it is 

tested by fire-- may be found to result in praise and glory and honour at the 

revelation of Jesus Christ” (1 Pet 1:7). Christians were being subjected to 

terrible persecution under the reign of Emperor Nero of Rome. You can 

imagine Christians asking Peter why God is allowing so much suffering. His 

answer is that they are being tested. Their faith is being tested. It is being 

tested to see how genuine it is. Only true saving faith in Christ will bring us 

salvation. So we need to know whether or not we have this genuine saving 

faith. Put silver and gold to the test of the furnace and it will tell you if it is the 

true metal or pretence. Persecution, suffering, testing and trials will show us 

what we have. Someone once said, “A Christian’s faith is like a tea-bag. It is 

only when it is subject to hot water that its true colour is seen”. Put a Christian 

under trials and tests and immediately it will be seen whether this person is 

really a Christian or whether he or she is immature. 

 

1:5 Subject our faith to the test and we will see how strong, weak, firm or unstable 

it is. Anyone can be a singing, rejoicing Christian when the sun shines. But 

what happens when the storms of life come bringing unfavourable conditions? 

Are we will able to praise God? Do we still trust Him? 
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1:6 But what of this petition? How we use this petition and what does it mean to 

us?  As it is God who sends us trials and testing it is an appeal to Him not to 

subject us to any trial or test which might lead us to fall. We are asking Him 

not to test us beyond our strength. 

 

1:7 In principle, then, this is a petition that focuses on our spiritual walk. It 

addresses our spiritual maturity, our strengths and weaknesses. We are 

aware of the need to be spiritually strong and robust to meet the demands of 

life. We know that there is the danger that we might fall into sin. In this petition 

we are asking for God to empower us with His Spirit. The previous petition 

introduced the subject of sin in the Christian life. Having asked for forgiveness 

for our sins we do not want to fall into sin again through out weakness.  

 

1:8 By implication, if the petition is asking for us not to be led into trials and tests 

that are liable to cause us to fall, we are asking to be led into areas of spiritual 

strength. It is a negative petition, but a negative always implies a positive. If 

we do not want God to lead us into trials, what do we want Him to lead us 

into? We need power, strength and ability to cope with whatever God 

chooses to impose upon us. Look at what this petition is implying.  

 

1:9 The implication here is that we know our weakness in the spiritual realm. We 

need to be made strong.  From where does this come? It comes from the 

Holy Spirit because He is a Spirit of power. Remember what Jesus said to the 

disciples just before the ascension, “But you will receive power when the Holy 

Spirit has come upon you” (Acts 1). Paul writes to the Christians in Rome, 

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the 

power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope” (Rom 15:13). Or the prayer 

that Paul utters for the Ephesians, “…that according to the riches of his glory 

he may grant you to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in your 

inner being” (Eph 3:16).  

 

1:10 We might suggest, therefore, that within this petition is a cry for the Holy Spirit 

to give us power to overcome our weakness – especially when under trials 

and tests. It is a request to be filled with the Spirit. It goes something like this, 

“Do not lead me into trials where I might fall, but lead me into the power of the 

Holy Spirit”.  
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2. Protection from evil or Evil One?  “and deliver us from evil ” 

 

2:1 It is generally agreed that the Greek text should read “evil one” not just “evil”. 

Modern translations will record “evil” one, namely Satan. This, therefore, is a 

petition asking for safety and protection from Satan. Evil does not exist as an 

abstract. Evil only exists when it is practiced by someone. We do evil; evil is 

done to us; Satan is the Evil One. 

 

2:2 Of course, this can only have significance if we believe in the personal Devil. 

It is very difficult not to believe in the existence of Satan if we believe in the 

spiritual realm anyway. If there is a real God, then we have no difficulty in 

believing in a real Devil. Clearly the Bible teaches this from Genesis – his 

origin – to Revelation – his downfall and final destruction. Jesus believed in a 

real personal Devil. He was tempted by Satan and spoke to Satan. The NT 

writers all believed in a real Satan. John puts it this way, “…the whole world 

lies in the power of the evil one” (1 John 5:19).  

 

2:3 It would appear that Satan was once an angel of the highest level, but who 

rebelled against God. In symbolic form his fall is depicted in Revelation 12. 

Satan is the greatest power outside of God. We tend to make two 

fundamental mistakes. First, we under-estimate Satan’s power and strategies 

to disturb and frustrate God’s people. Second, we over-rate Satan’s power 

and forget the words of John when he said, “Greater is He who is in you than 

he who is in the world” (1 John 4:4). We need respect for Satan but not fear.  

 

2:4 What should we know about Satan? In addition to being the greatest spiritual 

power next to God, Satan is full of strategies, cunning and scheming methods 

designed to pull the Christian down. Paul refers to this when he says, “Put on 

the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes 

of the devil” (Eph 6:11). Look at the words “schemes of the devil”. What does 

this mean? The Greek word is µεθοδείας (methodeias) from which we derive 

“methods”. The word means, “craftiness, deception, stratagems, tricks”. Satan 

has a brilliant mind. He can plan attacks on Christians. He has strategy by 

which he works. He knows our weaknesses; he knows how to tempt and trap 

us; he knows how to throw us into confusion and distress. Never 

underestimate the brain and intelligence of Satan.  
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2:5 There is also strength and power in Satan. In this passage in Ephesians Paul 

portrays Satan’s whole range of power, “For we do not wrestle against flesh 

and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic 

powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the 

heavenly places” (Eph 6:12). It is important for us to recognize the negative 

aspect of this statement. We are apt to think that the only enemy against us is 

“flesh and blood”. In other words, we can only see people troubling and 

upsetting us in the Christian life. We fail to perceive the spiritual elements. Try 

to see beyond the physical. Learn how to spot and recognize these “rulers, 

authorities, cosmic powers, spiritual forces of evil”.  

 

2:6 Peter puts it differently but he just adds more colour to his presentation of 

Satan. He says, “Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil 

prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour” (1 Peter 5:8). 

We can all picture a roaring hungry lion on the prowl and loose in the 

community. Consider Satan in the same way. Look out for him; respect him 

as you would a run-away lion; be on your guard against him.  

 

2:7 This is where the petition comes to hand, “deliver us from the evil one”. Let us 

change the word “deliver” and translate it as “rescue”. This is better as it 

demonstrates how we need to be rescued from a dangerous foe.  

 

2:8 Notice how Jesus considers the Christian’s fight against Satan as something 

serious; serious enough to include in such a brief, short summary of prayer. 

Jesus considers how defence against Satan a priority. We need to pray this 

frequently; it is a valid part of our daily praying.  

 

Conclusion  

 

1. Whilst it is true to say that the final words, "For Yours is the kingdom and the 

power and the glory forever. Amen”, are not found in the best and most 

valued manuscripts, they are nevertheless relevant words and most fitting to 

end such a Prayer as this. Just as we are taught to begin our praying with 

those issues which affect God Himself- “Hallowed by your Name; Your 

Kingdom; Your Will” – so it is fitting and proper to end in the same fashion.  
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2. This is a doxology in which some of the words appear to have been taken 

from 1 Chron 29:11 “Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and the 

glory and the victory and the majesty, for all that is in the heavens and in the 

earth is yours. Yours is the kingdom, O LORD, and you are exalted as head 

above all”.  Yes, the Kingdom does belong to Yahweh; He has all Power in 

His hands and deserves to be glorified. It speaks of God’s eternal Sovereignty 

in all the earth. It speaks of God’s vast Power and strength. It speaks of the 

glory which is His.  

 

3. We could say that in this closing doxology we are saying to God that all the 

petitions we have asked are designed to demonstrate His Kingdom; to show 

off His Power, and to magnify His great glory. We are asking everything for 

one single purpose – His glory.  

 

4. You see how we enclose everything with God. We begin with God and we 

end with God. Prayer is not merely for our happiness and comfort. It is 

ultimately for His glory. 

 

5. These closing words – even if added by a scribe copying the original text of 

Matthew – echo for us the words that would be uttered years later as John 

wrote the last book of the Bible. It goes like this, “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord 

God Almighty, who was and is and is to come..... "Worthy are you, our Lord 

and God, to receive glory and honour and power, for you created all things, 

and by your will they existed and were created” (Rev 4:8,11). 

 

6. Finally, “Amen”. This is a universal word. It is taken from the Hebrew OT, 

transferred to the Greek NT and used in all our Bibles. It is a strong word of 

affirmation and agreement with what has been said. It is like saying, “I agree 

with what has been prayed; I associate with these words; I believe these 

words to be true”. 

 

7. So, here in this remarkable piece of teaching. Jesus has given us significance 

to prayer. He has taught us what to ask for in principle. He did not intend for 

us to merely repeat the words. Rather, they are spring-boards that launch us 

into meaningful God-centred praying.  
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8. “Teach us to prayer”, asked the disciples of Jesus. So Jesus taught them. We 

also need to be taught. Knowing how to pray is not something with which we 

are born. Prayer does not come naturally. Let us be willing to be taught. We 

can be taught by using this Prayer as a pattern and outline. We can also be 

taught and led by the Holy Spirit. But, we will only learn how to prayer by 

practice. It is like learning to drive a car. Studying the theory of driving will 

never teach you how to drive on the road. You will only learn to drive when 

you get behind the wheel and begin the practice of driving. Begin and 

continue the practice of praying. Let prayer become your life. 

 

 

 

Richard Lee.  July 2013 

 

 

 


