
Page 1 of 8 

 

Prayer: The Divine Project 

 

Lecture 5 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  

 

“Your Kingdom…” (Matt 6:10) 

 
Introduction  
 
1. If the first petition focuses on the glory of God and worship, how can God be 

most glorified. What is it that will give God the most glory that could be given 

to Him by us? What has God done that brings Him most glory? We may 

answer this by saying that the Creation itself brings God great glory. Yes, this 

is what the writer says, “The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky 

above proclaims his handiwork” (Ps 19:1). Yet, is there something else that is 

even greater than the Creation? Is there not something that eclipses the 

Creation and brings God the greatest glory possible? 

 

2. The answer lies in considering the Divine Project. What is this? It is the work 

of Redemption that runs from before the Fall described in Genesis right up to 

and beyond the Second Coming of Christ portrayed vividly in Revelation. For 

reasons only known to God He decided to launch upon a Mission. He chose 

to have a body of people to share His glory in eternity. Even though the 

Godhead was perfectly happy, satisfied and not needing anything to be 

added, God made plans to create a universe, and within that vast 

incomprehensible universe select a small planet called “Earth” upon which He 

would create Nature and Man. The plans for this Divine Project would include 

choosing many human beings to live with Him in His glory. Everything would 

be planned before the great Mission began, even the choice of the Person 

who would be the means of these chosen people coming to glory.  

 

3. Then came the moment when the Project was launched. We read, “In the 

beginning, God created the heavens and the earth” (Gen 1:1). This is how it 

all began, and having begun the Divine Project God would never stop it. Once 

the Mission had been launched there would be no going back. God started 

something that was unique; that He had never done before and would never 
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do again; that would even change the Godhead and bring into His glory a vast 

number of human beings to live with Him for the rest of eternity. This was 

new; radical; revolutionary and spectacular.  

 

4. The Divine Project, of course, is what we call “Salvation”. Or, if you wish for 

another term, “Redemption”. This is the greatest act that God has ever 

undertaken. It eclipses creation completely. How do I know that? Because 

when God created He just had to say the word, “God said….” and it was 

created. But in Redemption it was not like that. God could not merely say the 

word and forgiveness, justification and salvation would be completed. No, it 

took over two thousand years for this to be accomplished, and from then on 

so far a further two thousand years as more people are being brought in to 

His glory.  

 

5. What is it then that has brought God most glory, worship and praise? It is His 

work of Redemption, this grand Project, this Divine Mission. Indeed, we could 

give it another title and call it “The Kingdom of God”.  

 

6. Now that we have come to the second petition, “You Kingdom come”, we are 

giving serious consideration to the Divine Project. It is here that we are 

concerning ourselves with the Kingdom of God, His great Mission, His grand 

task in which He is “bringing many sons to glory” (Heb 2:10). It is this that is 

uppermost in the mind of God; this is what He is doing; it is this that occupies 

His mind.  It may be hard for us to realise but God portrays Himself in the 

Bible as a Missionary God – He is about the business of “bringing many sons 

to glory”.  

 

7. And it is this that must occupy our minds.  Some how, even though we may 

have pressing needs of our own and really want to make people or issues the  

main subject of our prayer, it is to the Kingdom of God that we must turn as a 

priority. Why? Because it is this that will bring most glory to His name; the 

Divine Project.  
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1. What is meant by “The Kingdom”? 

 

1:1 What is a Kingdom? In politics we call Britain “The United Kingdom”. The UK 

is situated north-west of the European continent between the Atlantic Ocean 

and the North Sea. It has a total land area of 244,100 square kilometres, of 

which nearly 99% is land and the remainder inland water. From north to south 

it is about 1,000 kilometres long. The official name of the UK is the "United 

Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland". What countries make up the 

UK? The name refers to the union of what were once four separate nations: 

England, Scotland, Wales and Ireland (though most of Ireland is now 

independent. Only Northern Ireland is part of the UK now). The United 

Kingdom is made up of: England - The capital is London; Scotland - The 

capital is Edinburgh; Wales - The capital is Cardiff, and Northern Ireland - The 

capital is Belfast. 

1:2 It is all about land, country, territory. A kingdom is essentially territory ruled by 

a King (or Queen). Strictly speaking a real Kingdom cannot be a democracy. 

It is the King’s domain. His rule cannot be questioned. I understand that the 

only true Kingdom is Saudi Arabia. The King’s word is sacred and cannot be 

disobeyed.  

1:3 How do we apply this to the Kingdom of God? We are clearly not thinking of 

land. Rather, it is people. The Kingdom of God constitutes the people over 

whom God, as King, rules. The term “Kingdom of God” emphasises the Kingly 

rule of God, His sovereign rule, His majestic rule over His people.  

1:4 What is the difference between the Kingdom of God and the Church? Whilst 

the two are closely related they are essentially different. It is the Kingdom that 

creates the Church or makes the Church possible. The Church focuses on 

the people themselves, the individuals of saved, justified people. Whilst the 

Kingdom focuses on the Sovereign Majestic Rule of God over His people, as 

the King.  

1:5 Of course, the two are very closely related because we read about Jesus 

saying, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the 

kingdom of God……Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and 

the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God” (John 3:3,5). We equate 
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becoming a Christian with entering the Kingdom. Listen to Paul in Col 1:13, 

“He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the 

kingdom of his beloved Son”. This we readily call “salvation” (see also 1 

Thess 2:12, 2 Pet 1:11).  

1:6 Is the Kingdom of God present or future? In the first place we can speak of 

the Kingdom of God being present because the King, namely, Jesus has 

come. In his preaching Jesus said, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at 

hand." (Matt 4:17). He then, at a later time said, "… if it is by the Spirit of God 

that I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you." (Matt 

12:28). Indeed, Jesus told His hearers to “seek first the kingdom of God and 

his righteousness” (Matt 6:33). Jesus appears to be equating the “Kingdom” 

with the “Righteousness” of God, a “Righteousness” that we need in order to 

be justified.  It was the “Kingdom of God” that seemed to dominate Paul’s 

evangelism for we read that from his prison in Rome he was “ proclaiming the 

kingdom of God and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ with all boldness 

and without hindrance” (Acts 28:31). Indeed, Paul said this about the 

Kingdom, “…the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking but of 

righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit” (Rom 14:17). The 

Kingdom of God is spiritual, like the Church, it is not physical or material. 

 

1:7 Yet, the Kingdom of God is also future. There is a sense in which there are 

two kingdoms in this world within the spiritual realm. There is the kingdom of 

Satan which is the kingdom of darkness. Jesus spoke of Satan and his 

kingdom, “And if Satan casts out Satan, he is divided against himself. How 

then will his kingdom stand?” (Matt 12:26). Satan has a kingdom in this world. 

He rules as the “Prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in 

the sons of disobedience…” (Eph 2:2). When Paul evangelized he preached 

so as to “to open their eyes, so that they may turn from darkness to light and 

from the power of Satan to God” (Acts 26:18). Here Paul speaks of the 

“power of Satan”. This is Satan acting as a king, a ruler exercising power over 

all non-Christians. This kingdom is opposed to the Kingdom of God.  

 

1:8 However, there is coming a time when the Kingdom of God will have 

overcome Satan and his kingdom. In symbolic terms, but declaring a great 

truth, the last book of the Bible records a future occasion when "The kingdom 

of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he 
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shall reign forever and ever." (Rev 11:15) along with the future destruction of 

Satan and all his forces, “…the devil who had deceived them was thrown into 

the lake of fire and sulphur where the beast and the false prophet were…” 

(Rev 20:7). With an encouraging word Paul gave this message, "The God of 

peace will soon crush Satan under your feet” (Rom 16:20).  

 

2. What is meant by the petition, “ Your Kingdom Come”? 

 

2:1 We might translate the words of the original Greek as, “Let your Kingdom 

come”. Then we could expand the words to read, “May your Kingdom be 

finally established on this earth”. Given that the “Kingdom of God” has both a 

present and future meaning, this petition also is a request for the present and 

a plea for the future.  

 

2:2 In the first instance it is a prayer for the growth and expansion of the Kingdom 

in our world through the ministry of Gospel preaching. We want to see the 

work of God increase with more and more people entering into the Kingdom 

through being born again. In other words, it is a missionary prayer. The use of 

this petition shows our interest in evangelism and missionary enterprise. How 

much are we committed to the Project of God? To what extent are we 

investing in God’s great Mission?  

 

2:3 All the way through the Bible we learn that God is a Missionary God. Whilst 

the OT may seem to show that God’s interest lies only with Israel due to the 

fact that they were the chosen people from whom the Messiah would come, 

there is much material in the OT demonstrating that God was deeply 

concerned about the other nations. For example He reaches out to people 

like Tamar and Rahab both Canaanites; Ruth the Moabitess;  Bathsheba the 

Hittite to include in the Messianic pedigree (see Matthew 1:3,5,6). Jonah is 

sent to preach to Nineveh the Assyrians and has great success with the 

national repentance. Daniel confronts Nebuchadnezzar the Babylonian king 

who comes to acknowledge Yahweh as his God.  

 

2:4 This Project of God is that which brings most glory to His name. This is what 

He has been working on for thousands of years and will continue to work with 

it. It is for this that Christ came to earth to achieve through His death. It is for 
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this that the Holy Spirit was given at Pentecost. It is for this God is calling and 

sending out missionaries and preachers.  

 

2:5 Jesus told this to His disciples, "The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are 

few;  therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers 

into his harvest." (Matt 9:37-38). The thought behind this imagery is that the 

Harvest is the world into which the Gospel must be preached. The “labourers” 

are the preachers, evangelists, missionaries.  From this teaching we must 

derive two lines of thought. First, we must recognize that “the labourers are 

few” in the Project. This should be of great concern to us. 

 

2:6 Next, we are to “pray” so that the “Lord of the Harvest” will send out labourers 

into his harvest”. How should we form our prayers? We recognize that He is 

“Lord” of the Project. It is His Project. The Kingdom is the Kingdom belonging 

to God. It is not ours. Second, we are to request that God Himself, the Lord of 

the Harvest will choose and send out His labourers. It is not our aim to force 

people into ministry or to be missionaries. No sense of guilt should be placed 

on people. We are praying that God Himself will do the sending.  

 

2:7 But this does not prevent us from considering whether any from our own 

fellowship could be amongst those “labourers”. Along with our prayers for the 

Kingdom should go our emphasis within the Church fellowship that God may 

be calling people into His Project. Have any of you ever thought about your 

own future and whether God is leading and calling you? It is imperative that 

only those of God’s choice should be in the work. Sometimes the wrong 

people become preachers; pastors; missionaries and evangelists. People 

who have no gifting whatsoever. Like the false prophets in Jeremiah’s time, 

they preach and teach but God says, “I did not send them, nor did I command 

them or speak to them” (Jer 14:14).  

 

2:8 Why is ministry so important? It is because of an important truth. It is only 

through hearing the Gospel and subsequently believing it that anyone can be 

saved. There is absolutely no other way into the Kingdom of God. Listen to 

Paul’s words, "everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. 

How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are 

they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to 

hear without someone preaching?” (Rom 10:13-14). It matters not where 
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people live or in what age they live, unless they hear and call upon the name 

of the Lord there is no salvation.  

 

2:9 The second use of this petition in the Lord’s Prayer, “You Kingdom come” 

refers to the future. It is a yearning and longing for the Second Coming. Whilst 

it is important to be concerned for the growth of the Kingdom through many 

people hearing the Gospel, we should naturally have a longing to see this 

Project of God completed. It is a prayer that Christ may quickly come, as 

portrayed for us in Revelation, “Come Lord Jesus” (Rev 22:20). Or the words 

of 1 Cor 16:22, “Our Lord come”. The Greek may be known to us, 

“Maranatha” or “the Lord is coming”.  

 

2:10 Peter writes telling us that we should have a deep yearning and longing for 

the end of this age and the commencement of the Kingdom of God. He says 

we should be “waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God…..” (2 

Pet 3:12). A modern rending reads like this, “as you look forward to the day of 

God and speed its coming”. We want this Day to come quickly. This is the 

meaning of the petition, “You Kingdom come”. It means that we want God to 

speed up His Project and bring it to a conclusion as soon as possible so that 

His Kingdom rule will be all over the earth with an end to sin and evil.  

 

2:11 The question, of course, is this. Do we really think like this? Do we want 

Christ to come? Or have we settled into a comfortable materialistic life that 

has no room for change or termination. We have so many plans for the 

immediate and more distant future that we cannot accommodate the Second 

Coming. If we were to be told that Christ is coming soon we may wish Him to 

delay the event because we have so many things we want to accomplish first. 

We would like Him to postpone His coming until we have enjoyed more of this 

life.  

 

2:12 The problem here is that we have forgotten what the Project of God is all 

about. We have come to think that the only significance of being a Christian is 

that we should belong to a local Church. That the purpose of God ends with 

us being justified by faith and living the Christian life until we die. But this is 

not what it is all about. We are destined for the Kingdom of God. To inhabit 

this “New heavens and New earth”. There is to be the glory. This life as we 

know it is only a means to an end. It is like having a short hotel stop when on 
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a long journey. We do not need to unpack our cases because we are not 

stopping. What we are looking for is the end of the journey. 

 

2:13 Have you ever noticed that the Christian life is portrayed as a race, or journey 

and road? Christians were originally known as “the people of the Way”. 

Christians are “roadies”. We are people on a road with a destination; going 

somewhere.  In all of these we are on the move heading towards an 

objective. There is movement from one place to another. This is how Peter 

puts it, “conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile” (1 Pet 

1:17). There it is, life an “exile”, or pilgrimage, journey. This earthly life is not 

our home; we are just passing through. Do you think of your life like this? 

Each day do you think of the final end of the journey? Are you preparing for 

this? Are you looking forward to it, or have you become so tied to this earth 

with it temporary pleasures that you have forgotten why you have ever 

become a Christian? 

 

Conclusion  

 

1. Let us learn to pray the way Jesus has instructed us. Let us form our prayers 

in such a manner that we get our priorities right. Let us move away from our 

own selfish demands and self-centred approaches to having a view of God 

and His glory.  

 

2. What kind of Church, country and world would we have if the Kingdom of 

God, its growth, development and progress was a chief priority among us? 

Did you know that the finances poured into Church building projects far out 

paces money given to the Project of God in terms of missionary support? 

 

3. Let us put our lives into perspective. Recognize that you were saved for 

eternity, to enjoy the Kingdom of God. Begin to think about this final end. 

Look forward to it. Pray that God will bring it about as soon as possible. 

 

 

Richard. Lee 

 

June 2013 


