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Evangelism (2) 

 
The Message of Evangelism 

  

Some general considerations 

a) The first thing that I want to say by way of introduction to this paper is that the content 
of our evangelistic message is the revealed message itself and not our personal 
experience of that message. You will find that the apostles preached "the word", they did 
not go around telling people of "what the Lord had done for them". They only used their 
personal testimony as a supplementary aid in defence or for the encouragement of 
believers - e.g. see Paul before Agrippa and his letters to Timothy. The early church in 
Acts emphasised the Word. In Acts 8:4 "Now those who were scattered went about 
preaching the Word". This is very important because subjective experience is not our 
basis for authority. The Mormons, Jehovah's Witnesses can say the same things and we 
have no objective defence if we merely use our own experiences. It must always be the 
revealed message. Think of Paul's words in 2 Cor 4:5 "For what we preach is not 
ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord ... " We call people to receive the Word and believe 
upon the Word not upon our personal experiences.  

The message of evangelism is essentially a teaching message. Evangelism is not simply 
calling for people to make decisions. Evangelism is not merely "making appeals". People 
seem to imagine that unless you are constantly urging people to make outward signs of 
response that you are not evangelising. Evangelising is essentially the putting over of a 
God-given message and on the basis of that calling for the response of repentance and 
faith. But it is not to be thought of just in terms of appeals. If we are going to evangelise 
we must be prepared to spend time teaching the message. There is no true evangelism 
without solid Biblical teaching.  

Surely, He who is the greatest evangelist demonstrated this in His own life by being a 
"Teacher". The Gospels are constantly telling us that He went about "teaching". People 
called Him "Teacher". If you study Acts you will find that the evangelism of the apostles 
was essentially teaching. The recorded sermons are full of solid teaching. When Paul 
spoke to people individually he spent time in teaching people, i.e. the Philippian Jailer 
(this is often overlooked) in Acts 16:31-32, "And they spoke the Word of the Lord to him 
and to all that were in his house". Basically, we can put it like this. The work of 
evangelism is of a three fold nature.  

i) It is declaring to people the historical facts of the Gospel. We cannot assume with 
anyone that they are familiar with the mere historical facts.  

It is an explanation of those facts. It is no good just saying "Christ died, come and 
commit yourself to Him" if people do not know who this Christ is and why it is necessary 
for them to commit themselves to Him. Teaching is fundamental to evangelism.  

iii) Finally, it is calling for a response to those facts and the explanation, in repentance 
and faith.  

You may wonder why I feel it is so necessary to stress this. It seems to me that a great 
deal of evangelism so called is not true evangelism at all. So much weight is being put 
on the "moving of emotions", the constant call for "decisions" without a previous clear 
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statement of the Gospel message. Evangelism has come to mean to some people 
nothing more than a call for response. Very little thought is being given to the message 
of evangelism. How did we define evangelism at the beginning? "It is the proclaiming of 
the Evangel". That is essentially evangelism!  

b) The message for evangelism is one message. There is only one Evangel. There is not 
one message for preaching, one for evangelistic meetings, one for private conversation, 
one for the intellectual, one for the illiterate. There is only one Gospel and this one 
Gospel must be made known to all people. Whether you evangelise over a cup of coffee 
or in the pulpit, the message basically is the same. It does not differ.  

c) Now it seems as if we can easily summarise the message of evangelism under four 
heads which we shall examine in detail.  

i) The message concerns God.  

ii)The message concerns sin.  

iii) The message concerns Christ.  

iv) The message concerns men (repentance and faith).  

In a brief form that is the content of the message of the Evangel. In every situation we 
should endeavour to cover each of those four points for as we shall see later, they lead 
on one from the other and you cannot understand each one without the previous one.  

It helps to think of the message of evangelism as a circle. Where ever you begin that 
circle you must of necessity include each point and go the full circle. You do not have to 
begin at point (i) but at whichever point you choose to start you will find you will have to 
work back to the previous ones.  

Perhaps you will start with Christ but in your presentation of Christ you will find that you 
will have to work back to sin and even to God.  

These are the areas of truth which comprise the Gospel. If we are going to be efficient in 
evangelism we must strive to comprehend these particular truths. This is not to say that 
God cannot use a defective presentation of the message in the salvation of sinners, and 
that we must be brilliant theologians in order to evangelise others. But because we know 
God can use an evangelism which is not thoroughly and completely Biblical in its 
presentation, it does not give us the right to be defective. We must aim to be pleasing to 
Him in our labours and not content with a lop-sided Gospel. The very presentation of that 
message must honour Him. What must concern us is this. Not that we are "giving out a 
message", but rather that we are giving our "the" message.   

1. The message concerns God. Romans 3:21-26  

 a) The Gospel begins with God  

Would it surprise you if I said that the Gospel does not begin with Christ but with God? 
Ultimately the Gospel revolves around God the Father. This is how Paul describes it in 
this section of Rom, "But now the righteousness of God has been revealed..." (21) "They 
have fallen short of the glory of God ..." (23) "Jesus Christ whom God has put forward as 
a propitiation" (25). "This was to show God's righteousness..." (25) "It was to prove at the 
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present time that He (God) Himself is righteous and that He (God) justifies him who has 
faith in Jesus",( 26).  

Essentially, the Gospel message is given by God; He is the One who has been 
offended, He is the One who gave His Son; He put Him to the cross; He made Him to be 
sin: He judged our sin in Him; He raised Him from the grave: He received Him to glory; 
He now gives the message of reconciliation. When we appeal to men to be converted it 
is in order that they might be brought "back to God".  

Today we are in danger of preaching a truncated Gospel. We are in danger of losing the 
Head. The Gospel begins with God - it ends with God.  

But there is another reason why our Gospel must be "God centred" It is no good calling 
upon people to be accepting Christ until we have shown them their need of Christ. How 
are they going to see their need of Him? We do so by showing them the Being and 
Nature of God. You go up to a man and say to him, "Christ died for sinners". He will say, 
"so what". You have got to show him why it was necessary for Christ to die.  

In order to do that our message must begin with a thorough vigorous theism. We must 
present to them God. We must show them that God is the Creator of the world, that He 
is our Governor and that being our Governor He has the right to be our law giver and 
expect from us absolute obedience to His commands that our whole lives ought to be 
spent as His submissive servants. This being the case God has the right to hold each of 
us accountable for our transgressions and deviations from His laws. This great Creator 
is also Holy, He cannot have dealings with sin, and being holy He must recoil from 
sinners and punish severely a man's sin.  

Before a man can see his need of Christ he must be brought to that position where he 
sees that he is under the divine wrath of God, that he has transgressed His Holy laws 
and that he has got no excuse. Only then can we expect to be able to come in with the 
glorious message that although we can do nothing about our sin, God in His divine love 
has sent a Sin-bearer - a substitute to bear that wrath, that judgement. It is only in this 
light that a man can understand why it was necessary for Christ do die. It was "That God 
might be just and at the same time be the justifier of him who believes in Jesus" Rom 
3:26. The aim of the cross essentially was to meet a problem in the Godhead, to satisfy 
the holy demands of a Holy God in His desire to save a sinful rebellious people.  

  
b) Apostolic Evangelism Always Began With God  

When Paul went about preaching he always made his way first of all to the synagogue. 
Why did he do this? Because he realised that the Jews were already in possession of 
knowledge of God. He could go to them and rightly assume that they were aware of the 
Holiness of God, the laws of God. All he had to do was to preach to them Jesus and 
convince them that this Jesus was the Messiah.  

But when he went to a pagan area his presentation of the message was all together 
different. He had to begin first with a clear definition of God. He could not present Christ 
the substitute until he had shown then that a substitute was necessary.  

For example, Acts 14: 12-18 and Acts 17:22-24. He does not hesitate to declare to them 
God the Creator and Judge. On the basis of this he can bring in the Atonement.  
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Let us make it fundamental to our thinking that a person will never see his need of Christ 
until he has seen God. He must see the God whom he has offended; he must see the 
awful consequences of that sin; he must see himself under divine judgement and wrath.  

Notice how Paul demonstrates this for us in the epistle of Romans. Before he comes to 
expound the Gospel of Christ he spends two and a half chapters expounding God the 
creator; God the lawgiver and God the judge. He explains the wrath of God (1:18) and 
brings the whole argument to a conclusion in 3:19 by saying "the whole world may be 
held accountable to God". Then on the foundation of this he can come in with his 
exposition of Christ, people will now be in a position to see why Christ came, why they 
need Christ, their terrible plight before such a holy God.  

c) Never assume that people have a biblical knowledge of God.  

When you go out to evangelise people never think that because you hold a Bible based 
understanding of who God is and what He is like, so the person before you will have the 
same. As an experiment, the next time you engage in a conversation with an 
unconverted person, just ask them what they think God is like. You will be surprised at 
the answer.  

People usually have a sloppy sentimental idea of God. They think of Him as a 
benevolent grandfather who sits on a throne patting people on the head and saying 
"never mind, try to do good little people". Their conception of God is that He is weak and 
full of a kind of pathetic love which would never allow Him to judge or punish anyone.  

So when you come to them with Christ and call on them to accept the Saviour they think 
you are stupid. Their conception of God does not need a Saviour. They do not know Him 
as the Governor of the universe, the great Lawgiver and Holy Judge before whom every 
man is guilty.  

2. The message concerns sin! Romans 3:23  

 a) Why do we need to present a definition of sin?  

Perhaps some of you are thinking that by now we should be able to come to the area of 
our message which declares Christ. Well, it is so important that we make the sinner 
aware of his need of Christ; we must bring him yet another realm of biblical truth. Having 
aroused his thoughts in a Godward direction to consider the holiness and justice of this 
great God, he must now be made to look within himself to see his own standing before 
that God. Having looked up, he must now look within. He must come to see the terrible 
foulness of his own sin.  

It seems to me that if more time was spent in preparing the way for the presentation of 
Christ - i.e. showing the sinner his need of Him, our final results with the individual might 
be more effective and meaningful. You wonder why it is that men do not readily leap to 
accept Christ. It is because they do not see their need of him.  

Notice the way Paul puts it in Rom 3:23, "For all have sinned ..." He begins his sentence 
with the word "For". Indicating that the reason why there is a Gospel is because of man's 
fallen state in sin. God's righteousness has been made manifest in Christ "for", because, 
all have sinned.... No labours spent in showing the sinner why he needs Christ can be 
regarded as wasted time. It was the common practice of the Puritans in their preaching 
to labour for sometime presenting the law of God, probing the mind, exposing the heart. 
Then finally they would come in with the precious Gospel. All the "law work" was in 
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preparation for the presentation of Christ. Without that previous law-work they believed 
that the sinner would not understand why Christ came or why he should repent. They 
illustrated this by saying that the law was like a needle and as it made the holes of 
conviction in the heart so it would pull in the binding thread of the Gospel. But the 
Gospel would only be effective when the heart had been convicted of sin.  

All that we have said in the previous section and our subject in this section will enable 
the sinner to understand why Christ had to die. But it will also bring him to realise his 
own need of repentance and faith. There is only one way to salvation - repentance and 
faith in Christ Jesus. There is only one way in which he will come to repentance that is 
through conviction of sin. The whole matter of sin and its relation to the human heart 
must be carefully laid before the person we are seeking to evangelise.  

We are seeking to draw this person to the point where he is driven to call out "What must 
I do to be saved". He must be broken away from every concept of his own goodness and 
made to see and feel himself a hopeless and helpless sinner before God. He must be 
made to realise that all his own efforts in the way of good works are completely useless 
before this holy god, as Paul puts it in Rom 8:8, "Those that are in the flesh cannot 
please God". He must be brought to the point of a holy despair, loosing all confidence in 
self and casting himself upon the Lord Jesus Christ.  

How do we handle the subject of sin?  

We must present the fact of sin. " All have sinned..."  

i) Again we cannot assume that people are aware of themselves being sinners before 
God. The fact is that people do not. The general conception is that although people do 
not generally think of themselves as perfect they consider that they are not too bad! 
They like to read their papers and talk of the sinners - those people who are criminals or 
filling the divorce courts, but they themselves are upright, good neighbours, never 
harming anyone. Evangelism means correcting that impression and bringing them to a 
true Biblical concept of themselves. They must know the "fact of sin".  

ii) How are we going to do this? The scriptures say, "through the law comes the 
knowledge of sin" Rom 3:21. We must become skilful in handling the law. The law in its 
spiritual meaning must be applied. We must expound the law to them. You remember 
the account of the Rich Young Ruler who came to Jesus ( Mk 10: 19ff) . What did Jesus 
say to him when he came with this question which we all so much long to hear - "What 
must I do to be saved"? Jesus immediately began probing his mind with the law, "You 
know the commandments..." The man answered in the affirmative, but his response to 
Jesus’ words soon showed that he had no real idea of the spirituality of the law. The 
Lord applied the commandment of "Covetousness", the man was convicted but was not 
willing to sacrifice that one idle of his heart. It was the method of using the law. The Lord 
found him to have only an "outward" conception of the law. He did not know the 
spirituality of the law.  

The trouble with many people is that they have never read or known the law of God. Like 
the Rich young ruler they can speak of outward obedience, but "the law is spiritual". Its 
commandments apply to the heart.  

Listen to the way Jesus unfolds the law in the Sermon on the Mount, Matt 5:21ff, 27ff. In 
each case He is applying it to the heart. The Pharisees of old had got it all wrong. All 
they could see were the outward visible forms of obedience but the heart was filled with 
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all kinds of evil, as the Lord showed on a latter occasion. It is only a spiritual application 
of the law which will show sin.  

Listen to the way Paul came to be convicted of sin. In Rom 7:7 "If it had not been for the 
law, I should not have known sin, I should not have known what it is to covet if the law 
had not said, `you shall not covet`". What is he saying? Well, there was a time when as a 
Pharisee he thought he was a good fellow in his obedience to the law - blameless. But 
there came a time when he was thinking about the law and suddenly he discovered that 
the law was spiritual! He was meditating on the 10th commandment - "You shall not 
covet". He began to realise that this was pointing to the state of his heart before God. 
Gal 3:24.  

What we have got to do in evangelism is to show people what sin is. That sin is a matter 
of motives, attitudes, state and condition of the heart. That they might see that "out of the 
heart of man comes evil thoughts " Mk 7:21ff. That the heart is sinful and desperately 
corrupt. That their whole nature is sinful.  

b) We must present the nature and gravity of sin. "All have sinned and fallen short of 
the glory of God".  

i) What is sin? The general conception of sin is "bad manners", "error against society". 
The task of evangelism is to show people the full "sinfulness of sin".  

"Sin is a transgression of the law" I Jn 3:4. Sin is not just some evil against society or 
against ones neighbour, but it is an evil done against God. "Sin is a transgression of the 
law". Whose law? God's law. It is nothing less than a rebellion against this mighty 
Creator and Governor, this Holy and Just God who hates and punishes sin.  

Sin is to "fall short of the glory of God". It is to fail to bring to God the honour and glory 
due to His name by way of our obligated obedience. We have fallen short of His 
requirements. It is not that we have merely failed to come up to the standards set by our 
society but that we have failed miserably with God's standards. Our work in evangelism 
then is to show people the nature and gravity of sin in that it is "against God" that we 
have sinned.  

You will remember how Nathan the prophet was much used by God as an "evangelist" in 
convicting David of his terrible sin. We can see the result of Nathan's work on David by 
the full heart confession made by David in Ps 51. David was obviously shown by the 
prophet that it is "Against you, you only, have I sinned and done that which is evil in your 
sight" vs 4. As David considered the evil of his actions against Bathsheba, Uriah, Israel, 
he discovered that the sinfulness of his sin lay in the fact that it was sin done against 
God.  

Sin is nothing less than rebellion against God. It is the shaking of the fist in the face of 
God, it is saying, "We will not have this God to rule over us". Listen to Paul's description 
of man in sin, "For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to 
God's law, indeed it cannot", Rom 8:7.  

ii) What effect has sin had upon man?  

The Bible tells us that as a result of sin man is naturally dead in trespasses and sin, Eph 
2:1. He is in a living death. Spiritually he has no life. He is completely cut off from the 
living God. He is of all creatures most miserable. Paul sums man's terrible state in sin in 
Eph 2:12, "separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and 



 7 

strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world". 
Could there be a worse description of man than that? That is what sin has done to man.  

Sin has also made man a slave to sin. Eph 2:2-3. It has made him a willing captive to is 
lusts. Man is in bondage to the world in which he lives - the world characterised by the 
lusts of the flesh and the mind.  

Sin has made man a "child of wrath", Eph 2:3. He is under the curse of God, "Cursed is 
everyone who does not abide by all things written in the book of the law and do them", 
Gal 3:10. Man is a doomed creature, just abiding his time until God calls him into 
judgement and then into eternal perdition.  

c) We must present the universality of sin.  

"For all have sinned...." Attention must be drawn to the fact that "there is none righteous, 
no, not one; no one understands, no one seeks for God; All have turned aside, together 
they have gone wrong, no one does good not even one", Rom 3:10-12f.  

It is significant that in two chapters of John's Gospel Jesus addresses two types of 
people showing both of them their need of salvation in Christ. In John 3 He addresses 
Nicodemus the self- righteous Pharisee and says to him "You must be born again". The 
Pharisee with all his "religion", zeal, generosity, his tithing, his giving to the poor, was as 
much outside the kingdom of God as the Samaritan woman of John 4 who confessed to 
having five husbands.  

The second realm of truth in our evangelism then, is "sin". Until this is pressed home to 
the heart and realised we cannot hope that a man will show true saving repentance. We 
must get this clear in our minds. Jesus came to call sinners to repentance; He did not 
come just to offer some better form of life. People cannot come to Christ merely on the 
basis that they are bored with life and are seeking something of a change, or feel they 
want some one to cheer them up and giving him some psychological soothing. Certainly 
a new life, joy and peace are the products of salvation; they are the by-products which 
come from knowing Christ. But essentially the individual must come as a sinner, feeling 
the weight of his sin, the guilt of his sin.  

J. I. Packer has a good paragraph of warning on this point under his general title of "sin". 
"Nor should we be preaching the Gospel if all we did was to present Christ in terms of a 
man's felt wants. Are you happy? Are you satisfied? Do you want peace of mind? Do 
you feel that you have failed? Are you fed up with yourself? Do you want a friend? Then 
come to Christ; He will meet your every need - as if the Lord were to be thought of as a 
fairy godmother or a super-psychiatrist. No, we have to go deeper than this. To preach 
sin means, not to make capital out of people's felt frailties but to measure their lives by 
the holy law of God. To be convicted of sin means, not just to feel that one is an all-
round flop, but to realise that one has offended God, and has flouted His authority, and 
defied Him, and gone against Him, and put oneself in the wrong with Him (Evangelism 
and the Sovereignty of God Pg 61).  

What does Paul say in Gal 3:24. "The law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, 
that we might be justified by faith". Apply the law - reveal sin, and then he will flee to 
Christ. You will not have to push him, cajole him, and persuade him. Once he is pricked 
with the needle of the law, "cut to the heart", he will cry out "What must I do to be 
saved".  
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3. The Message concerns Christ  

a) We must present the Person of Christ.  

Before we come to the cross we must establish the cradle. The cross will only be 
significant in its saving power when we have come to realise who this Jesus is who died 
on the cross to save sinful man.  

Again we must never assume that people have a biblical concept of who this Christ is. It 
is no good telling people to accept Jesus as their personal saviour when they have no 
idea who this Jesus is. It is imperative that they accept the Jesus of the Scriptures, the 
long promised Messiah, and the Son of God made flesh. They must not commit 
themselves to a Jesus of their own imagination. People do not have within them a 
natural inbuilt understanding of the Person of Christ. I suggest that you ask people who 
they think Christ is and you will be surprised at the answers you will receive. Some will 
say that He was a good man; others will say He was a great Teacher, but rarely will they 
say He is the Son of God, the Second Person of the Trinity equal in every respect to 
God the Father bearing the very stamp of His nature.  

It is only in the light of the cradle that people will be able to see the glory of the cross. 
Unless people are aware that this Jesus is Immanuel, "God with us", they will see no 
meaning in His death. You say to the average person, "Jesus died", they will reply by 
saying, "So what, - I'm going to die, you're going to die, what's the difference". But when 
people begin to see that He who was on that cross in our place suffering for our sin was 
the spotless Lamb of God, the very Son of God, God manifest in the flesh, then it takes 
on a new light.  

This is the glory of the Cross - `God veiled Himself in flesh and died' ; `Hail the Incarnate 
Deity, veiled in flesh the Godhead see, Pleased as man with man to dwell`. What an 
amazing message to declare. Listen to Phil 2: 5ff.  Why did He, who was in such a 
glorious position, come to such a dreadful state? That we, who are the rebellious sons of 
man, might become through Him the redeemed sons of God.  

What does our evangelism consist of? Declaring the nature of the Saviour. Do not count 
it time wasted to take people carefully through the Scriptures explaining the uniqueness 
of this Person. Remember, you cannot call a man to commit himself to one whom he 
does not know. Show them that that Person who hung there on the cross was the One 
"Whom God appointed the heir of all things through whom also He created the world. He 
reflects the glory of God and bears the very stamp of his nature "upholding the universe 
by his word of power", Heb 1:2-3.  

b) We must present the Work of Christ. Rom 3:24-25  

i) By this I do not mean that we merely state the fact of the cross to people and call upon 
them to trust themselves to that. Evangelism is not merely declaring the Gospel record 
of the crucifixion but it is declaring the God-given interpretation of that cross. The Bible 
contains two areas of truth concerning the cross. The narratives state the historic facts; 
the epistles state the theological meaning of the facts.  

We do not just say to people, "Christ died, isn't that wonderful, now whatever that means 
to you, you accept it and trust yourself to it". No, salvation is not found in a Saviour who 
merely died. The Bible says, "Jesus died for our sins". The Jesus set forth in the New 
Testament is a Saviour who is a Substitute and propitiation for the sins of men. It is faith 
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in that Jesus which brings salvation. I am not allowed to put my own interpretation on 
those facts.  

ii) What is the meaning of the cross? Paul's word in Rom 3:25 is "propitiation". That 
means that the death of Christ was intended as a vertical relationship and not a 
horizontal one alone. The main purpose for the cross was that He was suffering as a 
substitute to satisfy divine justice. He was receiving in His own body the judgement for 
sin. God, His Holy Father, was pouring upon Him the full weight of our judgement. As 
Paul puts it so dramatically in 2 Cor 5:21, "For our sake He made Him to be sin who 
knew no sin" and then couple that with Gal 3:13, "Christ has redeemed us from the 
curse of the law having become a curse for us, as it is written "Cursed is everyone who 
is hanged on a tree".  

What is the Gospel message that we have to bring to people? That the death of Christ 
was some great unfortunate accident of history? That it was but the end of a great life? 
No; but that there on the cross, the God/Man was suffering agony of the punishment for 
hell deserving sinners. As the hymn writer puts it - "In my place condemned He stood, 
sealed my pardon with His blood, Hallelujah what a Saviour". The Just died for the unjust 
to bring us to God!  

You see the main emphasis of the cross is not man-ward but God-ward. It is Christ 
satisfying divine justice in the place of sinners. We shall never understand the meaning 
of the cross if we only look upon what men did to Him and fail to realise what God did to 
Him The full significance of the death of Christ is not found in the words, "Crucify Him, 
crucify Him!", but in the words, "My God, My God why hast thou forsaken me?".  

iii) Can you see how important it is to be "teachers of the Word" in our evangelism? Only 
when we have brought people into this vital area of truth are we in a position to call upon 
them to respond and accept this Saviour.  

iv) But that is not all. We must declare to people that this Christ who died also rose 
again. You will find on reading the Acts that much was made by the apostles of the fact 
of the resurrection. It is important for people to know three things from the resurrection. 
First, the resurrection is God's way of saying that He is well pleased with the work of 
Christ. It is God's receipt, as it were, for the receiving of the full payment for sin. In 
declaring the resurrection to sinners we are saying that the satisfaction to divine justice 
paid by Christ was a full satisfaction and that the resurrection proves to them that in 
Christ they can be sure of an absolute perfect salvation. Because of the resurrection, if 
they fully trust Christ they will never have to fear that God will exact a further payment for 
sin. The Resurrection has declared to all that God is satisfied, sin is fully atoned, the 
sinner in Christ is fully pardoned.  

The resurrection also declares to us the Lordship of Christ. Who is this Christ? Where is 
He now? Phil 2:9. He is exalted Lord above all. He is on a Throne. Consequently 
submission is called for. If sinners expect His mercy then they must bow to Him. In fact 
in the light of Christ's exaltation, the Gospel commands all men everywhere to repent 
and to believe. When you go out to declare this Gospel you do not do it with a head bent 
in shame as if you are afraid of the gospel! You remember that the One whom you 
declare is Lord of all. You do it with boldness. Christ is risen, He is Lord. One day He is 
coming to judge the world. Everyone who does not submit to Him now as Lord will one 
day submit to Him as Judge. Everyone will have a relationship to the Lord  
Jesus Christ!  



 10 

The resurrection also declares the Judgement to come. Men must be warned - "Man is 
appointed to die once and then the judgement". Now the resurrection is an assurance of 
that fact. Because He rose again from the dead it means that he is coming again. "He 
has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has 
appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all men by raising him from the dead".  

What is it that makes the Christian Gospel so unique? It is that it is historical and 
founded on literal historical facts. It is not some vague philosophy clustered around a 
dead leader who said something two thousand years ago and did something on a cross 
way back in the past. It is about a Saviour who is now Lord and lives and reigns and one 
day is coming to redeem His people and judge the rest of the world in righteousness.  

v) This is what is involved in preaching the Evangel. This is evangelism. Can you begin 
to understand now why it is that in the previous lecture we realised that the "Man" who 
evangelises must be a man/woman of the Word. Must be a man/woman who soaks 
himself /herself in the living word of revealed truth. His evangelism does not consist in 
merely making a number of emotional invitations.  

The work consists in making this message known. Declare Christ. I have the feeling that 
much of the preaching which claims to be preaching Christ is not preaching Christ at all. 
There is much evangelism which preaches "about" Christ but does not preach Christ 
Himself in His glory, His Word, and His exaltation. We preach about Christ and fail to 
actually preach Christ when we keep on calling for decisions without laying beforehand 
the necessary ground work which is involved in explaining who Christ is, and what is 
meant by His death. Just to stand up and say, "Jesus, come to Jesus", is not preaching 
Christ! Lay out the wonder of the incarnation, the amazing objective atonement of the 
cross, the glorious exaltation and Lordship. When you have done that you have 
preached Christ.   

4. The message concerns man's response in repentance and faith  
 
In our desire to present full Biblical Gospel there is a fourth point which we must 
consider very carefully. After having laid before people those three previous points and 
we feel that they are awakening under the power of the Spirit and he or she begins to 
ask, "What must I do to be saved, how can I become part of this great salvation and take 
the benefits of Christ's redemption to myself?", we must endeavour to point out to them 
to the necessity of repentance and faith.  

We have considered what we might call the objective procured redemption, now we 
must consider the subjective application of redemption. It is not sufficient to just set 
before people the objective work of God, but we are duty bound by Scripture to urge 
them to a Personal response. We must in our witnessing bear witness to this fourth area 
of revealed truth.  

The Lord Himself after His resurrection gave us a clear summary of major contents of 
our evangelistic message when he said in Luke 24:46f, "Thus it is written that the Christ 
should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and that repentance and 
forgiveness of sins should be preached in His name to all nations". This is our authority 
for our evangelism. Notice the order in which it is given - first the necessity of the 
sufferings of Christ, then the actual suffering and then the resurrection, and to be 
followed only then by the call to repentance.  
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a) We must present the necessity for repentance and faith.  

i) The New Testament seems to know none of our modern terms used in evangelism. 
Such terms as "decide for Christ", "Receive Jesus into your heart". I certainly feel that 
we need to explain what the Bible means by faith and repentance but the terms we use 
must be filled with New Testament theology.  

Some of today's terms can be completely misleading. Our manual for evangelism must 
be this New Testament; we must constantly be returning to this book to check our 
thought forms, our terminology our methodology.  

ii) Now the New Testament knows basically two terms - repentance and faith. These two 
terms are never divorced from each other. You cannot have a saving faith which is 
separated from heart repentance. It seems to me that we are living in an age which is 
losing the biblical concept of repentance. Repentance is hard to get. It is something 
which only the grace of God can produce. Decisions are easy to get! But a broken 
hearted, turning from sin to the living God is only possible with divine grace.   

It was our Lord's practice to preach in this manner - Mk 1:15 "Jesus came into Galilee 
preaching the Gospel of God, and saying, 'The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God 
is at hand; repent, and believe in the Gospel". That is a fair summary of the preaching of 
Christ. Repentance and faith. In Luke 13:3 He emphasises the same teaching, "Except 
you repent you shall all likewise perish".  

John the Baptist appearing on the scene before Our Lord also preached a message of 
repentance "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." Luke 3:2.  

The first sermon to be preached continued the theme of repentance as authorised by the 
Lord. Peter in Acts 2:38, "Repent, and be baptised every one of you...". And again in 
3:19, 8:22, 17:30; 20:21 "Repentance towards God and faith in Our Lord Jesus Christ".  

So we see that this was the apostolic method whether in public preaching of the Gospel 
of in personal witnessing. Two things were always clearly emphasised - repentance and 
faith. It is rather interesting to notice that the New Testament lays more stress on the 
record of the apostles calling for repentance than on faith. Obviously whenever they 
preached repentance implicit in this call to repentance was the necessity for faith 
towards Christ. But they realised that a genuine saving faith in Christ had to be preceded 
by genuine heart repentance. They would rather stress repentance, but with this call to 
repent went the call to faith in Christ.  

b) What does the New Testament mean by these two terms?  

i) The word "repentance" means a change of mind. When it refers to the "mind" it means 
the whole man. The intellect is changed - i.e. with regard to our thinking; the desires are 
changed, i.e. with regard to way we choose; the affections are changed i.e. with regard 
to the things we love.  

There are four basic areas of change within the matter of repentance:  

First; there is a change of mind with regard to God. The whole attitude towards God is 
changed. It is changed from one of indifference to one of holy fear. God is now regarded 
by the mind as One who has to be reckoned with. Now the sinner is saying "How can I 
get right with this God, how can I be cleared of my guilt and shame?"  
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Second; there is a change of mind with regard to sin. Before, he thought of sin in a loose 
and careless manner. It did not matter to him that he had sinned. Sin was something to 
be enjoyed, loved; the "pleasures of sin" were his habitual abode. But now his attitude to 
sin has changed. Sin is now seen as something awful and offensive in his sight. Sin is 
now looked upon as some sickening disease and plague. He begins to hate his sin, loath 
his sin. It is much more than just a stricken conscience, or the feeling of a little shame. 
As Paul could say in Rom 7:15 "I do the very thing I hate". Repentance is characterised 
by a certain attitude towards sin itself.  

Thirdly; there is a change of mind with regard to self. The sinner sees himself as justly 
under the condemnation of God. No longer does he argue his way through with self 
justification, trying to make excuses for himself. As with David in that 51st Psalm he cries 
out before God, "You art justified in your sentence and blameless in your judgement". 
With Peter he says, "Depart from me Lord for I am a sinful man", Luke 5:8; with Job he 
cries out, "I despise myself and repent in dust and ashes" Job 42:6. He sees himself as 
unclean in His sight, as helpless before a just and Holy God. He has no defence to 
make, he is speechless.  

Fourthly: there is a change of mind with regard to righteousness. They have a desire to 
get right with God and to do this they are willing to renounce all their own righteousness 
as "filthy rags" and as "dung" and be found in Christ alone bearing the imputed 
righteousness of Christ. All reliance on self, good works merit is cast to one side. They 
want the "righteousness of God" which is through faith in Christ. (Rom 3:21f.)  

ii) What do we mean by "faith"? When the New Testament uses the word "believe" it 
does not merely mean intellectual assent to a number of stated facts. They did not say in 
evangelising, do you believe you are a sinner? Do you believe He died for you? And 
then claim that the person was now converted.  

Faith in the Scriptures means much more than that. It includes that but it means more. It 
means basically "to rely upon Christ", "to fix ones confidence in Christ", "to repose in rest 
upon Christ", to "abandon one's self to Christ". This is much more than just an assent to 
a number of stated facts.  

We can summarise this under three headings:-  

First; saving faith means knowledge of the truth. Without knowledge of the truth of the 
Gospel faith cannot operate.  

Second; saving faith consists in an acceptance of facts and the Biblical interpretation of 
those facts. It is a clear assent to the truth of the New Testament  

Third; saving faith is a self commitment to that stated truth. It is a resting, trusting alone 
in what Christ as done in his work from the cradle to the cross for eternal salvation. In 
order for this to be true genuine trust it requires the complete abandonment of all other 
ways of salvation. All trust in goodness, works, and efforts are cast to one side. As 
Luther defined saving faith, "Trust in Christ alone for eternal security". We incorporate 
the word "alone". Not even the act of repenting or believing is regarded as a basis for 
salvation. Saving faith is looking away from self and fixing on Christ alone.  

iii) In order to make this section of our study more firmly impressed on our minds, look at 
this illustration. We can call it the tree of conversion. In all our work, this is what we are 
aiming at.   
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Conclusion.  

a) Broadly speaking these are the four areas of the message of evangelism. It is not 
necessary that in each case of witnessing each of the four points be covered in all this 
detail. But you will find that each point will have to be brought out. You dare not take for 
granted that people will mean the same thing as you mean when you speak of these four 
areas.  

Also let us remember that it is not necessary to cover each area in this particular order. 
You may find you have to begin with "What is a Christian", find out if they have any 
claims to salvation. When you begin to work back to these four points.  

b) Let me strongly urge you to return to your Bibles to study to find out what is the 
Biblical message of evangelism. Be concerned not to present "a message" but rather 
"The message", The Gospel which has been committed to our trust through the 
apostles.  
  

Richard Lee 


