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Enoch walked with God Gen 5:24 

Introduction 

 

How can four words be so significant and full of great teaching? Can you find four 

words in the NT or OT that are so full of meaning? I suppose it is quite easy like 

“God  loved the world”, or “Being justified by faith”. But what about Genesis? Are 

there four words in a sentence that mean so much and could be so replete with 

meaning? 

 

I suggest this simple phrase from Genesis 5:24 is one such example. “Enoch 

walked with God”. What can we make of this? We could of course, add the 

following words to make it complete, “And Enoch was not for God took him”. 

What can this teach us? 

 

Out of the mass of humanity of which it is written that each died, “he died….he 

died”, it is refreshing to come across this strange description of Enoch “who was 

not because God too him”. It is God telling us that He has always had His people, 

even in the midst of a sinful and evil generation. Indeed, although evil seemed to 

predominate after the Fall, we read in Gen 4:26, “At that time people began to call 

upon the name of the Lord”. God had his faithful remnant. 

 

I want to present four basic truths found in this passage, followed by three 

fundamental truths.  

 

1.  Enoch walked with God – Here is God and man in a relationship  

 

Here is God, the majestic, holy and sovereign God choosing to form a 

companionship with a fallen man from the midst of humanity. A fallen son of 

Adam comes into close proximity with the sinless, righteous God.  

 

Here is the beginning of God forming a relationship. It is a message that God can 

be the friend of man. God seeks for relationships with mankind. This is the 

message; a fundamental message. This is the message that runs right through 

the entire bible. This is Christianity. God seeks not mere worshippers or followers, 

but seeks relationships.  
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What makes this concept so amazing is that God does not need man. It is not as 

though God is lonely, friendless or abandoned. He is entirely independent and is 

self contained, not needing anything. He is not in need of man; man cannot 

contribute to God; man cannot add anything to God; man cannot complement 

God.  

 

Yet, God becomes a “Father” to His people, and then He is described as the 

“friend” of man. He is the friend of Abraham (2 Chron 20:7); He was the friend of 

Moses (Ex 33:11); Jesus disciples were His friends (John 15:14). He is the friend 

of Enoch; you walk with your friends. So, this simple sentence it telling us that 

God forms close friendships with men and women.  

 

2. Enoch walked with God – Here is God displaying d ivine grace 

 

God calls a man, a fallen sinful man, to walk with him. The last time that God 

walked alongside of a man was before the Fall. In Gen 3:8 God is found “walking 

in the garden in the cool of the day”. Now, after the Fall, God again walks with 

man.  

 

 This is divine grace. God takes the unusual action of stepping into the life of a 

man on earth. Enoch, at this stage is not taken from earth to heaven. Rather, he 

is still on this fallen earth. God comes down and seeks him out. God takes the 

initiative to relate closely with man; and fallen man at that.  

 

It speaks to us of divine grace as God was willing and pleased for Enoch to walk 

with Him. Here is grace – divine favour shown to a sinful man, a son of Adam. 

God invites this man to be His companion. 

 

God is continually showing His grace in this way. The God/Man came down in the 

incarnation. The Word was God and the Word became flesh and dwelt among us. 

This was grace. Today sinful people are being called of God to join Him in His 

walk.  

 

3. Enoch walked with God – Here is God’s sovereignt y in life and death 

 

 It also tells us of a God is in control, the sovereign Lord over all He has made, for 

“God took him”. For this I have reached into the latter part of the text. God took 
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him – not cancer; not an accident; not heart-attack. Of course, in this case Enoch 

did not taste death; he did not experience the pain and anguish of the actual 

process of dying. But the principle remains the same.  

 

As Paul will say in Romans 14:7 “None of us lives to himself and none of us dies 

to himself”. Or in Hebrews 9:27, “It is appointed for man to die once and after that 

the judgement”. The Greek word for “appointed” means, destined, reserved or 

certain for someone. Death is guaranteed, and also the timing of our death is 

guaranteed. God takes a hand in our birth and our death. Think of the words of 

Job, “The Lord has given and the Lord has taken away”; “he was not because 

God took him”. We have a birthday and we also have a death day. One day He 

will take us; He will remove us. Jesus said, “I have the keys of death and hades” ( 

Rev 1:18).  

 

It is interesting to note that from the LXX version it says, “he was not found”. This 

is copied by the writer of Hebrews 11:5. One can imagine Enoch getting up as 

usual and going about his business only to experience his call to glory. It 

happened suddenly. Perhaps people went out looking for him but could not find 

him. He vanished. It was as sudden as that.  

 

It is a sobering thought that the day of our departure through death is unknown to 

us. One moment we can be among the living, the next we have gone! Is it 

possible that we could also look on death in this fashion? From an earthly 

perspective we would say that cancer took him, but in reality we would say “he 

was not for God took him”. God stepped in and said, “Come home; it is time for 

you to join me where I am”.  

 

 

4.  Enoch walked with God – Here is eternal life 

 

This passage tells us of a God who has an eternal future for His people – “he was 

not because God took him”. Here is a man – body and soul taken to glory. How it 

was done we are not told. Like Elijah in later years, God chose to by-pass the 

experience of death and transport this man immediately to glory. This is how 

Hebrews 11:5 puts it, “By faith Enoch was taken up so that he should not see 

death,  he was not found because God had taken him”.  
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We have difficulty trying to imagine what eternal life is like. Some people think of 

spirits without bodies, but that is not true. Right here at the commencement of 

salvation history God is giving out the message that glory, heaven will be 

inhabited by people with physical bodies. Elijah re-enforces this truth, but more 

importantly the resurrection and ascension of Jesus.  

 

Now, I wish to concentrate on three other essential truths to derive from this 

passage.  

 

1.  Enoch walked with  God.  

 

Notice carefully the wording. I will read it incorrectly – “God walked with Enoch”. 

No, it does not say this. It says that Enoch walked with God. This is important. 

Enoch went with God – he went God’s way; God’s chosen path. God did not 

conform to Enoch’s way. God did not come to Enoch and say, “What would you 

like me to do for you today? You give me your instructions. You tell me what you 

think is the right way forward and I will follow you!” 

 

I think so often we try to bend God to our ways; our plans; our thinking. We want 

to be the lord of our lives and God the servant. He should do what we want – that 

is His job! We want to make a God who will serve our ends; meet our needs; 

serve our wants; look after our whims. God is there to look after us – this is His 

job! God must walk with us and go our ways. 

 

 

No, God will not go our way; that cannot be. God says we must walk with him. 

This is what the Bible teaches. Think of this Psalm 123. Our eyes are on Him, 

looking for His guidance, the opening of His ways and plans and instructions. We 

go the way He goes – we take His paths – we conform to his wishes, His 

commands, His expectations.  

 

Look at the prophet Micah – chapter 6:8 “He has told you. O man…what does the 

Lord require of you…”. There is a requirement here. God has laid down His ways 

for us to follow He refuses to conform Himself to our ways and calls us – requires 

us, commands us to “walk with Him”.  

 

In Polish there is a word used among Christians – Zbogium: “Go with God”.  
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2.   Enoch walked  with God 

 

The word “walk” in the OT and NT typifies a way of life. It is a lifestyle. What is 

your lifestyle? How do you shape your life? What do you want to be like? What 

characterises your life? 

 

Paul made a challenging statement in Romans 12:2 “do not be confirmed to this 

world”. Someone has rephrased this verse to read, “do not let the world squeeze 

you into its mould”. There is set for us – through the medium of TV and other 

forms of advertising and films – a certain style of life that is characterised by a 

desire for money, materialism, pleasure, popularity and more. We are faced with 

these forms of lifestyle on a daily basis.  

 

People laugh and ridicule us if we do not conform in dress, speech, interests and 

pleasures. We are made to feel strange, odd, and misplaced. But, the appeal of 

scripture is a negative one – do not walk the way of the world.  

 

I have heard it said that Christians should go out of their way to show that they 

are the same as those in the world. This, they say, is the way to win people with 

the Gospel. Show them that we are not strange, or different. We are just the 

same as them. 1 Peter 4:4 They must be made to be “surprised that you do not 

join them…..” 

 

But this is not what the Bible says. We are different if we are Christians. We have 

been regenerated – changed – something dramatic has occurred in our lives that 

has made us different. We are born-again, forgiven, cleansed and given a whole 

new perspective on life. I suggest that it is this difference that more likely to 

impress unbelievers that through an attempt to conform to the world’s way of life.  

 

The world calls us to walk its way. The media calls upon us to go with the world; 

fashion; peer group pressure etc. But the Bible says something different. Listen to 

the words of Psalm 1:1. This is the life to which we are called. It is a different 

lifestyle.   
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Enoch walked with God. What does this mean? It means that he “walked in the 

ways of God”. This is an OT phrase that occurs repeatedly in the book of 

Deuteronomy. Let us look at Deuteronomy 8:6, 11:22, 19:9, 30:16. What does 

this expression mean? 

 

Christopher Wright in his book “The Mission of God” says the expression “walking 

in His ways” is a call for Israel to focus on Yahweh and follow Him and not the 

other gods who are worshipped by their neighbours.  

 

The expression is that of following someone else on a path; watching their 

footsteps and following along carefully in the way they are going. It is a metaphor 

that suggests imitating God; you observe how God acts and try to follow suit. This 

is the teaching of Galatians 5:16 and 25. It is the subject of holiness, dedication 

and sanctification. The Hebrew word for “holy” comes from a root meaning 

“separate”. If something is sanctified it is separated from other things. We are a 

separated people; we are supposed to be different. 

 

This kind of imagery implies that we are on a journey – just like Enoch as he 

walked with God. God becomes the guide. It implies following instructions that 

someone has given to us; there is a kind of sketch map. The GPS in our lives is 

speaking clearly and showing us the way to go.  

 

The ways of the Lord are the ways that please God.  The LXX of Gen 5:24 has 

“Enoch pleased God….” This is recorded in Hebrews 11:5. What does it mean to 

“please someone”? I suggest it means to make them happy; to satisfy them; to do 

what they have required; to honour them; to obey them.  

 

How often this phrase crops up in the Bible. It seems as if “pleasing God” is an 

essential part of Christian living and purpose. It is Jesus who sets the tone – “I do 

always those things that please Him” (John 8:29); but, “those who are in the flesh 

cannot please God” (Rom 8:8), because, “without faith it is impossible to please 

Him…” (Heb 11:6); we are told to “walk and to please God” (1 Thess 4:1); then 

Paul will add, “we make it our aim to please Him” ( 2 Cor 5:8). 

 

This is what walking with God achieves.  
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3. Enoch walked with God  

 

Enoch found God as His main focus. God was the One for whom he lived. 

Nothing in his life was of any value if God was not in it; if it was not for the glory of 

God. He was absorbed with God; filled with God; he radiated God.  

 

We have become so tragically man-centred in our thinking. It has seeped into our 

singing. So many songs use the personal pronoun too often. Observe the number 

of times you see the words, “my”, “me”, “I” appearing. In contrast notice how 

many of the older hymns and early songs were so God-centred.   

 

The Bible calls us to become God-centred. This is how Isaiah puts it, “Behold 

your God” (Is 40:9). Think of Paul’s comment in Ephe 3:19 being “filled with the 

fullness of God”.  

 

Did you know that man is not the centre of God’s universe? Creation, salvation is 

not for the sake of man. God did not do all this with man as his primary objective. 

No, it was for Himself; for His own glory. The OT is full of this concept, especially 

Isaiah and Ezekiel. Think of Paul’s treatment of this theme of salvation being for 

the “praise of His glory”. But look at the summary Paul presents in Romans 

11:36, “For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory 

for every. Amen”. God is the originator of all things; He is the sustainer of all 

things, and all things are done for Him.  

 

What was it like when Enoch and God were walking together? When you walk 

with someone you usually talk; discuss; share. It is likely that Enoch asked God to 

explain Himself to him; Enoch would want to know more and more about God. 

God would talk to Enoch about his life and experiences. There would be 

fellowship. Enoch would come to know about God and would come more intimate 

with God. God would feature more and more prominently in his life. God would 

become more the object of his thinking and attention. 

 

John Piper has a book entitled, “Desiring God”. A. W. Tozer’s book was entitled, 

“The Pursuit of God”. They both wrote about the same things – making God the 

object and ambition of our lives. Piper made this statement, “God is most glorified 

when we are most satisfied in Him”. He went on to say, “…the essence of faith is 

being satisfied with all that God is for us in Christ”. He adds, “We are His pleasure 
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when He is our treasure”. These comments are to be found in his book, “The 

Pleasures of God”.  

 

All this was true of Enoch. Whatever was the nature of his secular life, it was all 

bound up in God. There would be no separation before the secular and the 

sacred. It was all one. God was at the centre of it all. Enoch was most satisfied in 

God – he walked with God.  

 

Conclusion / Application    

 

How do we accomplish this “walk with God”? Is it possible that we can engage in 

this walk? The answer has to be yes. Enoch is only an example. 

 

First, we have to recognise and acknowledge that the Bible does call us to this 

walk with God. This is the teaching of Galatians 5 and illustrated in the 

experience of Enoch.  

 

Secondly, we have to make a resolve; a determination that we are not going to 

walk in the ways of the world. It is making a decision. This is your resolve that you 

are going to walk with God and not expect God to walk with you. You go God’s 

way not your way.  

 

But what does it mean in practice? I suggest it is the same as “practicing the 

presence of God”. A.W.Tozer says that the spiritual man or woman cannot help 

themselves frequently, throughout the day, reflecting on God. Whatever demands 

are being made upon them through their secular employment, they catch 

themselves regularly thinking about God. These may be very short times or 

longer.  

 

Walking with God is exactly what this expression means. As you arise in the 

morning you say to yourself, “I am going to walk with God today”, even if it means 

you go shopping, to the office, College, school or field to work. God is there; He is 

important; significant; real. You become very God-centred and not world-centred.  

 

It means adopting a different perspective. This again is the teaching of Romans 

12:2, not being conformed to this present age, but becoming transformed.  
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Finally, I have to say that it is only possible to walk with God when you have 

learned to walk with Jesus. Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth and the life”. He 

then said, “No man comes to the Father but by me” ( John 14:6).  

 

This is why Jesus died, 1 Peter 3:18 “The just died for the unjust to bring us to 

God”.  

 

 

Richard Lee. 23.10.10 


