
The Will of God (3) 
“Guidance” 

Introduction 
1. As we come to the third of our studies on the Will of God our subject 

is that of “Guidance”. It is interesting to note how obsessed 
evangelical Christians are today about guidance. Perhaps this is 
due to the emphasis that the non-Christian world places on 
horoscopes, clairvoyants, tarots cards and astronomy. There is this 
controlling obsession with some folk to always want to know the 
future. 

2. Many of our forefathers of the 17th & 18th  centuries were less 
concerned about this subject than we are. They had a grasp of the 
Providence of God that led to them to resign their lives to God and 
permit Him to deal with them as He saw fit. For them, their main 
concern was to practice the Will of God that had already been 
declared in His word. 

3. The last study finished by looking at Paul’s doxology statement at 
the close of his doctrinal section of Romans 1-11. The last verses 
read, “Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of 
God! How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond 
tracing out! Romans 11:33. 

4. I want to make this my starting point. From what we have seen so 
far we have noticed the truth of this statement. God’s plans are so 
vast; they are beyond our ability to fathom. To use Paul’s word 
here, “unsearchable”. The Greek word is a vnexerounhta 
(anexerouneta) meaning, “impossible to search out, inscrutable, not 
to be searched out”. In other words, you will never work it all out; it 
is too complex for us. Try to understand God, it is beyond you. 

5. Paul’s other words are also interesting, “paths beyond tracing out”. 
He uses a very interesting Greek word here, avnexicniastoi 
(anexikniastoi) meaning, “a track which cannot be explored”. The 
Greek word ivcnoj (ikons) is a “track, footstep”. Hence evxicneuw 
(exikneuoe) meanings, “I trace out”. 

Page �  of �1 15



6. The same word is used in Ephesians 3:8 “the unsearchable riches 
of Christ”. And again in the LXX of Job 5:9 “He performs wonders 
that cannot be fathomed, miracles that cannot be counted”. You 
cannot trace his methods and ways, they are inscrutable, beyond 
man’s ability to comprehend. 

7. God is too vast. Don’t ever think that you can get into the mind of 
God and work Him out. Remember, His plans are not your plans, 
His ways and methods are not yours or mine (Isaiah 55:8). He is 
completely different. 

8. J.I. Packer, in his book on “Knowing God”, has an illustration of 
York station signal box. He says if you were to get into the signal 
box you would see an electronic diagram showing the whereabouts 
of every train within a five mile radius of the station. The controller 
can shunt trains onto sidings, let others through, and halt others by 
the press of a switch. But for the passenger all this is hidden from 
view. All he/she sees are the trains coming and going. 

9. We cannot hope to get into the divine signal box. You cannot 
trace the foots steps of God. We are on the platform and not 
allowed into the signal box. 

10. Packer also expresses his view of Ecclesiastes. Ecclesiastes, 
whilst being a kind of pre-evangelism book, i.e., showing the 
average man that without God in his life is meaningless, also 
shows that God can never be fully understood. He goes on to say 
that the book demonstrates that in spite of the amount of thinking 
and exploring you undertake, you will never really make sense of 
God’s operations and ways, “He has made everything beautiful in 
its time. He has also set eternity in the hearts of men; yet they 
cannot fathom what God has done from beginning to end” Eccl 
3:11. And “then I saw all that God has done. No one can 
comprehend what goes on under the sun. Despite all his efforts 
to search it out, man cannot discover its meaning. Even if a wise 
man claims he knows, he cannot really comprehend it”  Eccl 
8:17. 
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11, When we come to the matter of divine guidance don’t think that it 
is an easy matter or that you will always be able to comprehend 
what God is doing in your life. Often God’s ways do not always 
seem to make sense to human reason, but this does not mean 
He is not guiding you. He is complex.  He is too complex for any 
of us to understand. Don’t fall into the mistake of thinking that you 
will be allowed into the “signal box” to see where He has come 
from and where He is going. He is a mystery. But He is still there. 

1.   God Does Guide His People 
1:1   We have already seen that God has a Plan. God is a God of 

Purpose, design and direction. We have also seen that within His 
Plan, or Eternal Decrees, God has planned for the world, it is the 
Providence of God. Nothing happens without God. But, and this is 
the most important point, we also noticed that God’s ultimate Plan 
above all else is the Plan of Redemption, His “bringing many sons 
to glory”. 

1:2       It makes sense, then, to learn that each Christian is a part of the 
Plan and his/her life is also an integral part of the Plan. The bible 
has much to say about God guiding His people in relation to this 
Plan. “I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I 
will counsel you and watch over you” Psalm 32:8; “Yet I am always 
with you; you hold me by my right hand, You guide me with your 
counsel, and afterward you will take me into glory” Psalm 73:23-24; 
“The LORD will guide you always” Isaiah 58:11. And of course, who 
could forget Proverbs 3:5-6, “Trust in the LORD with all your heart 
and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways 
acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight”. 

1:3  Within the New Testament we have many examples of 
God guiding His people. God guided Phillip Acts 8:26, 
“Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, "Go south to the 
road--the desert road--that goes down from Jerusalem to 
Gaza."; Peter, Acts 19:10 “While Peter was still thinking 
about the vision, the Spirit said to him, "Simon, three 
men are looking for you” ; Acts 13:2 “While they were 
worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, "Set 
apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I 
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have called them.": Acts 16:6 “Paul and his companions 
travelled throughout the region of Phrygia and Galatia, 
having been kept by the Holy Spirit from preaching the 
word in the province of Asia.....” Acts 16:10 “After Paul 
had seen the vision, we got ready at once to leave for 
Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach 
the gospel to them”. 

1:4       God’s guidance of His people is a fact, a biblical fact. 
Whether we are always conscious of His guidance is 
another matter, but we must be aware always that God is 
guiding us according to His plan. This in itself should be 
sufficient to give us encouragement and enable us to 
relax. A realisation of the Providence of God, of the Plan 
of Redemption and our place within that Plan should be 
enough to give us the peace for which we are looking. 
We have seen that God’s plan was formed from before 
the creation of the world; that this plan cannot be 
frustrated; that God does not work by chance neither 
does he operate in an haphazard way by sudden 
impulse. I do not know of any scripture that teaches of a 
God who makes His mind up from day to day, or has 
contingency plans, or allows His people to deviate from 
that plan. 

2          God’s Will has already been made known to us 
2:1 There are “vocational choices” and day to day choices 

that we all have to make, and God has provided for 
these in His Plan. These concern such issues, Who 
should I marry? Where should I life? What should my job 
be? Should we have children? Where should we live? 
And many others all of which are important to us.        

2:2 But, before we approach such issues as this, I would 
suggest that we must be in a position where we are 
ready to fulfil His revealed Will, the part of His Will that 
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has already been made known to us. I would go as far 
as to say that if we want to know His Will in such a way 
that it will bring comfort to our minds, we must be 
practicing the Will of God that is already revealed to us. 

2:3  You do know God’s Will already for your lives. Listen to 
1Thessalonians 4:3 “It is God's will that you should be 
sanctified“: and then Romans 12:2 “Do not conform any 
longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by 
the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test 
and approve what God's will is--his good, pleasing and 
perfect will“. 

2:4  God’s ultimate Will is for you and I to be redeemed and 
sanctified. This, I would suggest, is more important to 
Him than all our vocational choices, or our day-to-day 
decisions. We must recognise that God’s essential 
purpose is salvation and that God’s ultimate aim is to 
“bring many sons to glory”. Make sure that you are 
acknowledging this in your thinking and living. In other 
words, sanctification is very high on God’s agenda as a 
part of his redemption acts. He is about the business of 
making us holy, conforming us to the image of His Son. 

2:5  Take it a stage further, consider these New Testament 
teachings - Romans 8:29 “For those God foreknew he 
also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his 
Son“.  The Bible says, But just as he who called you is 
holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is written: "Be holy, 
because I am holy." 1 Peter 1:15-16. 

2:6 The first principle, then, in seeking to know and 
understand the Will of God is that we keep ourselves 
within His Will, that is His Will for our sanctification. If we 
were ready to devote ourselves to this area of obedience 
more regularly and consistently we might find that 
seeking God’s Will in other areas might be made easier. 
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2:7    Let me put it to you this way. Holiness is more important 
than happiness. We live in an age where hedonism, that 
is the pursuit of pleasure, is made to be the highest goal. 
We must be happy. That is the ultimate. But this is not 
the highest priority in the will of God. You will notice that 
happiness is not urged upon the Christian as something 
to be sought. Indeed, happiness is presented to us as 
something that comes indirectly from holiness. Consider 
the teaching of Jesus, Matthew 5:3 "Blessed are the 
poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, for they will be filled“. Happiness comes 
as a result of these spiritual attitudes. 

2:8  John Calvin, that great French theologian of the 
sixteenth century was a man controlled by the Will of 
God. I have a biography on John Calvin entitled, “The 
Man God Mastered”. If only we Christians could earn 
that title. Aim to ensure that you are following the will of 
God, even your sanctification. Be a person dominated, 
as Calvin was, with a determination to do the Will of God 
whatever the cost. 

2:9 Let me make this suggestion. We will only be made 
aware of God’s Will for us in our vocational choices and 
our daily decision making when we are prepared to obey 
His Will in holiness. Listen to Psalm 25:9,12, which is 
really all about guidance, “He guides the humble in what 
is right and teaches them his way… Who, then, is the 
man that fears the LORD? He will instruct him in the way 
chosen for him”. We cannot and must not ignore this. 

2:10  How often Romans 8:14 is misunderstood and used to 
teach the Holy Spirit’s guidance, “those who are led by 
the Spirit of God are sons of God”. But this must be read 
in the light of the previous verse, Romans 8:13 “For if 
you live according to the sinful nature, you will die; but if 
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by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, 
you will live”. The leading of the Spirit here has nothing 
to do with general guidance. It is only within the area of 
sanctification. This is the subject that Paul is teaching 
here. He is showing the absolute need for holiness 
before God. It is a matter of life and death. Thus the Holy 
Spirit is given to us to guide us into this realm. See also 
Galatians 5:16, “So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will 
not gratify the desires of the sinful nature”. 

2:11  Aim at holiness as your priority. Then, and only then, 
are you in a position to seek His general guidance. 

3       God’s Will is for our lives 
3:1  Naturally, from this teaching various questions are bound 

to arise such as, “Can I miss the will of God? How can I 
know the will of God? What happens if I oppose the will 
of God? How should we respond to this teaching?”. All 
these questions are valid and deserve an answer. 

3:2  It is my conviction that we must first of all accept and 
trust in the Bible’s own teaching on the Will of God and 
the Providence of God. We must accept the fundamental 
fact that God does guide us and that He is always 
guiding us whether we are aware of it or not. This lays 
the ground rules for any further operations, decision-
making or thinking. If we do not grasp this teaching we 
will become confused about life’s events and live a very 
frustrating existence always wondering whether or not 
we have done the right thing or have missed the will of 
God completely. When life becomes a struggle, or 
events do not turn out very favourable or we enter 
persecution, temptation and trial, we will always be 
wondering if we lost our way somewhere and chose 
“God’s second best” as some folk have suggested. Life 
will become one mass of doubts, guilt and self-
accusations. 
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3:3   There is no need for this kind of existence. Let us accept 
the truth that God is sovereignly in control of all things, 
no matter what happens. He is the cause and instigator 
of everything and that the bottom line is this, “He is 
working everything for the good of those who are called 
according to His purpose”, i.e. this eternal purpose of 
“bringing many sons to glory”. 

3:4    We must accept the biblical teaching that we laid down 
in the first paper about the characteristics of God’s Will; 
ie that His Will was made in eternity, that it cannot be 
frustrated, that it is consistent with his love and grace, 
and that God is not the author of sin. Hence it is 
impossible to miss God’s Will, accept His second-best or 
even oppose the Will of God. I know that  this is 
confusing but this is the way that the scripture presents 
the Will of God. Listen to this summary statement, 
Psalms 115:3 “Our God is in heaven; he does whatever 
pleases him”. 

3:5  But, this does not answer all our questions. How should 
we respond to the Will of God in practice? We still have 
important decisions to make in life such as “looking for 
prospective jobs, finding suitable life-partners, where to 
live, starting a family,etc“. Let us then set out some basic 
guide lines that will help us grapple with the grass roots 
of daily living with decision making. 

       [b] Practice your thinking skills. Do not reject the powers 
of logic and reason. Do not be swallowed up in the 
mystical, extra-ordinary and incomprehensible. God has 
given you a mind and intelligence so use them. How 
often we read in the Bible that God calls upon His people 
to think carefully. Christianity does not reject the 
intelligence. Deuteronomy 32:29 “If only they were wise 
and would understand this ……….”. Paul would often 
use the phrase “do you not know…..” and then proceed 
to discuss some complicated theology. Recall Paul’s 
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words, Romans 12:1 …..“be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and 
approve what God's will is--his good, pleasing and 
perfect will“. Christians must be thinking people. 

        Be practical about your decision making. Do you want to 
marry this person? Is she/he compatible? Do you love 
this person and want to spend the rest of your life with 
her/him? Do you want this job? Can you afford this 
house? Why is it that some Christians have the idea that 
what you really, really want is not what God wants and 
that somehow you must settle for something that is 
against you own personal wishes because somehow it 
seems more spiritual and therefore must be God’s will? 
Surely, if you are walking in obedience and seeking to 
please God in every way you will ensure that whatever 
you choose to do will be with this same aim, to please 
Him. Equally, if you are seeking to be sanctified you will 
make the right choices. You will not, for example, choose 
a partner who is not a Christian because you know that 
this is in opposition to the word of God, 2 Corinthians  
6:14 “Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For 
what do righteousness and wickedness have in 
common?“ You will not choose a form of employment 
that is in opposition to your Christian principles. 
Everything you choose and do will be controlled by your 
desire to be holy, knowing that this is your highest 
priority.    

       [c] Be ready to think ahead, be forward thinking. Look at 
the long term consequences of your actions. This is the 
Scripture, Deuteronomy 32:29   “If they were wise, they 
would understand this, they would discern their latter 
end!” Remember Psalm 119:105   “Thy word is a lamp to 
my feet and a light to my path“. We want to think about 
what is an immediate effect of our actions and also the 
long term effects. Don’t be a people who just live for the 
moment. 
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        [d] Be ready to take advice. Proverbs 12:15 “The way of 
a fool seems right to him, but a wise man listens to 
advice“. A sign of maturity and spiritual sensibility is to 
consider carefully the advice of those who are outside of 
your particular situation, someone who can see the 
situation objectively. Obviously, think over what is said to 
you. 

    But do not make the mistake of searching out as many 
people as you can until you come across someone who 
agrees with you. Do not be drawn under the spell of 
some well-known godly or famous individual and treat 
him or her as an angel from heaven. Even the godliest of 
people can be wrong. 

       [e] Be ready to suspect yourself. It is very easy to fall into 
the trap of self-justification. You can argue that a thing is 
right for yourself, not because it is right or wrong, but just 
because it seems good to you. We are adept as self-
deception. We are not always honest with ourselves. 
Whereas we can rationalise other people’s actions in an 
objective manner, we can’t always do this with ourselves. 
We are too subjective and inward looking. Criticise your 
thinking, assess your thinking, judge your thinking, and 
probe your thinking with a desire to uncover any hidden 
underlying secret motivation. J.I. Packer says, “Feelings 
with an ego-boosting, or escapist, or self-indulging, or 
self-aggrandising base, must be detected and 
discredited, not mistaken for guidance” ( Knowing God 
page 267). 

       Oliver Barclay in his book on “Guidance” states, “The joy 
and general sense of well-being that often (but not 
always) goes with being in love can easily silence 
conscience and inhibit critical thinking. How often people 
say that they `feel led` to get married` (and probably they 
will say, `The Lord has so clearly guided`), when all they 
are really describing is a particularly novel state of 
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endocrine balance which makes them feel extremely 
sanguine and happy”. 

      Be critical of yourself - ask why you fee this particular 
way is right. Make yourself give clear honest answers. 
Packer says, “We can never distrust ourselves too 
much“ (ibid). Work on the basis that you are probably 
seeking to cheat yourselves. Suspect yourself. 

Above all, suspect your feelings. You may feel this way or 
that because of what you ate the night before. It may be the 
weather, or that time in the month, or because you are 
sleeping badly or recovering from an illness, or just because 
you feel particularly happy. Feelings are not a good guide. I 
knew someone who refused to make any major decisions in 
February or March. He said that the dull, cold winter weather 
has an effect to making people sad and depressed. Don’t 
make life changing decisions when you feel in this way. 

I don’t doubt that God can guide us from and through inward 
promptings, but if we are going to merely rely on these then 
we are in a very dangerous position. The phrase “God told 
me” leaves much to be desired! I don’t reject the notion that 
God does communicate with us personally of through other 
people or prophecy, but we need to examine and test those 
promptings with external, objective methods. We need to use 
all the means at our disposal to critically test out what we 
think our heart is saying or what is being said to us. Don’t act 
or rely simply upon your feelings, or inward promptings or 
messages. 

Michael Harper in his book on Prophecy wrote, “Prophecies 
which tell other people what they are to do – are to be 
regarded with great suspicion”. Dennis and Rita Bennett 
(“The Holy Spirit and You”) wrote, “Never undertake any 
project simply because you were told to by presumed 
prophetic utterance or interpretation of tongue, or by a 
presumed word of wisdom or knowledge. Never do 
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something just because a friend comes to you and say; “The 
Lord told me….”. We must take the advice of Paul to the 
Thessalonians, “Do not put out the Spirit's fire; do not treat 
prophecies with contempt. Test everything. Hold on to the 
good.” 1 Thess 5:19-21. 

 [f] Be ready to wait for God to act. Psalms 37:7 “Be still 
before the LORD and wait patiently for him“. This can be the 
most difficult part. We like to be active, doing something that 
will further our discovery of the will of God.  He is in no hurry 
as we are. When in doubt do nothing, but continue to wait on 
God. Deal with your impatience. 

 [g] Accept whatever God gives to you. Remembering that 
God is ultimately aiming at your spiritual development and 
not necessarily your material or experimental happiness. 
Acquiesce to His will even if you do not like it. How often did 
the Old Testament saints say, (not out of fatalistic despair), “It 
is the Lord, let Him do as pleases Him”  Samuel I 3:18. 
Learn the art of submitting to the will of God from the heart. 
As with David, Acts 13:22 “(God) testified concerning him: `I 
have found David son of Jesse a man after my own heart; he 
will do everything I want him to do.'“ 

This is why you are a Christian. You are serving God’s 
purposes and it is a joy to you. You want to do His will. You 
do not see God as some kind of supernatural social worker in 
the sky whose task it is to provide you with everything you 
want and make you happy and rich. 

Sadly, Christianity is sometimes portrayed as, “Come to 
Jesus and you will be made happy; God will give you so 
many blessings; God will make you prosperous”. We have 
made Christianity so subjective, so narrow, so worldly. 
Christianity is in danger of becoming materialistic. People are 
asked to make decisions on the basis that Christianity will 
answer all their problems. People do not come to Christ 
acknowledging that they are sinners and deserving the wrath 
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of God, but pleading the merits of Christ seeking for 
justification. No, it is presented in materialistic fashion. 

The danger here is that it has produces so-called-Christians 
who think that God’s main objective is to pander to their 
individual wants and needs. As if heaven is a spiritual bank of 
God-given goodies waiting to be sought after. 

No, ultimately we are drawn to Christ because we know we 
are sinners and all we want is forgiveness and to be made 
right with God. As an indirect matter we are blessed in 
various individual ways. But with the ultimate objective of 
being made holy, conformable to His purpose and eventually 
brought to glory. 

[h]  Be careful how your use Scripture. Reject the practice of 
opening the Bible looking for some isolated text. Reject the 
practice of imitating something that God did with an individual 
in the Old Testament imagining that you are that person. If 
the passage of Scripture you are using does not allow for a 
general and wide application, that is stating a universal 
principle (as one finds in Proverbs, Psalms and the teaching 
of Jesus and the Epistles) do not use it in your personal 
circumstances. 

A misuse of the Bible can be a dangerous practice. Just 
because it is the Bible you are holding, this does not give you 
the right to wrench texts from their context. Neither does it 
give you the right to apply to yourself something God did with 
someone else just because you think this situation fits your 
circumstances. Merely because you think a verse or story 
speaks into your circumstances, this does not automatically 
legitimise that use of the Bible. Learn hermeneutics, that is 
the science of correctly interpreting the Bible. 
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On using the Bible for guidance, ask yourself this simple 
question: “Was this passage originally written in order to offer 
me guidance in this particular situation, did the author, when 
describing this situation, have me in mind?” Usually the 
answer is “no”. In that case do not use the Bible in that 
fashion. 

The Bible must be read and studied for what it is. Do not treat 
it like some kind of magic “Old Moor’s Almanac” . The Bible 
is not be used in any other way than that which is Biblical. Do 
not use the Bible as the astrologers use the stars, or the fair-
ground “gypsy” uses the crystal ball or tea leaves. 

Conclusion 

1.   Where did we get the idea from that God’s will for our lives 
will always result in something “nice”, “pleasant” and 
“enjoyable” ? We have this notion that if only we could find 
God’s will we would be most happy and contented and at 
peace. This is not always the case. His Plans are not our 
plans. 

2.    From my reading of the Bible I find that God’s Will for 
many of His people was far from being “nice”. Indeed, if you 
meet trouble it is not a sign that you have missed God’s will 
for your life. The Bible tells us that the godly will suffer 
persecution, and “many are the afflictions of the 
righteous” (Psalm 34:19). Would you say that Joseph was 
not in the will of God because he was put in a pit, sold into 
Egypt and thrown into prison? Who would say that Jesus 
“missed God’s will for His life” when we read of his arrest and 
crucifixion? Or Paul when He was eventually arrested and as 
tradition says, executed by Nero? 

3. I say this because if we measure the will of God by positive 
conclusions only then we will be in serious danger of despair 
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and disappointment. God’s ways are mysterious, He has 
said, “My plans are not your plans…”. Remember 
Ecclesiastes, take care not to fall into the “York signal box” 
syndrome. He has never promised us a smooth ride. He is at 
work in us to will and to do of His own good pleasure and this 
may include suffering, trial, persecution, battle, struggle and 
conflict. Yet, He says 

4.  But this is the all-important point. God is ultimately working 
in us and all things to “bring many sons into glory”. Think on 
this, meditate on this and begin to see that whatever God 
does with your life, it will be for His good pleasure to ensure 
that you make it to glory. “for it is God who works in you to 
will and to act according to his good purpose”  Philippians 
2:13.  And He says, “For I know the plans I have for you," 
declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to harm 
you, plans to give you hope and a future”, Jeremiah 29:11. 

Richard Lee  
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