
The Will of God (1)

Introduction 

It was a strange sight, and from a distance it was difficult see the 
phenomena, but as he approached closer he realised it was a fire. Who 
could have lit a fire in this barren wilderness, he could not understand, or 
even know why on such a hot sunny morning a fire was needed. But this 
was not his problem. As he drew closer, to his amazement, it was a bush 
on fire but it was not really burning, at least, it was not burning down 
needing extra fuel. It was a burning bush that was not being consumed.

The story is that of Moses and the “Burning Bush” taken from Exodus 
chapter 3. The sequel to the story is that God commanded Moses to 
remove his shoes because “you are standing on holy ground”.

In a sense we can say that the subject standing before us is “holy ground”. 
I say this because what we are about to consider requires our utmost care 
and attention, we are dealing with “holy” things, issues that concern the 
very mind and thoughts of God.

The subject of the “Will of God“ means that we are going to explore the 
plans, decision-making and purposes of God. We are getting a glimpse 
behind the scenes in which the Bible allows us to see something of the way 
in which God operates. We are not looking at His actions, but His plans! 
We are looking at the very blue prints of all his actions; we are looking at 
His thoughts.

Theologically and technically, the subject before us is that of the “Eternal 
Decrees of God”. Sometimes we can refer to the subject as the “Decrees”, 
other times to “The Plans of God”, “The Will of God”. It all means the 
same.

Now, before I come to examine in more detail the contents of this subject 
matter, something must be said about the way in which we are going to 
approach it. This is no ordinary matter, it is like the “Burning Bush”, it 



requires us to metaphorically “remove our shoes”, in recognition that we 
are handling holy and sacred matters.

I want to put it this way. Some of the things that will be taught here may 
meet with resistance. This subject can be difficult to accept, it is full of 
problems. You will find some things hard to equate with other truths, 
difficult to reconcile and there will be a temptation to argue or even reject 
this teaching. This is not an easy subject.

For this reason we need to be prepared to accept the Bible’s teaching by 
faith. We will not be able to fully understand or comprehend some of this 
teaching. In a sense it is far too difficult for us. We are trying to plumb the 
heights and depths of the great things of God. It is beyond us. We must, 
however, explore the matter because the Bible has recorded it for our 
learning.

I want to refer to an important scripture within this context. Isaiah 55:8 
“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways," 
declares the LORD”. The Hebrew word for “thoughts “is hbvxm 
(macharsh) which signifies “ plan, purpose, thought, device”. The Hebrew 
word for “ways” is %rd meaning, “method, way,” pointing to the way 
in which God does things.

Hence we can read the passage to say, “My plans are not your plans 
neither are my methods your methods says the Yahweh”.

The point is this. God’s plans do not conform to our plans; His methods of 
accomplishing his goals are not the same as ours; God is not human; He is 
God. His ways are different; His methods are different; His goals and aims 
are different. Indeed, when He forms His plans they are totally different to 
ours. Don’t expect God to behave and act as you would. Don’t expect the 
mind of God to reflect your own. During the Reformation Luther wrote to 
Erasmus and said, “Your God is too human”.



There is another relevant passage that we must consider before we 
progress further. Romans 9:18-20, “Therefore God has mercy on whom he 
wants to have mercy, and he hardens whom he wants to harden. One of you 
will say to me: "Then why does God still blame us? For who resists his 
will?" But who are you, O man, to talk back to God? "Shall what is formed 
say to him who formed it, `Why did you make me like this?'"

Remember, if we wish to contest this we will be found arguing against 
God. Who are we, mere “man” when faced with God? Has not God the 
right to do as He pleases, to perform His own will as he pleases and 
without reference to our wishes? Think of the vastness of God, allow 
yourself to become like Job 42:3-6, , “Surely I spoke of things I did not 
understand, things too wonderful for me to know…..My ears had heard of 
you but now my eyes have seen you. Therefore I despise myself and repent 
in dust and ashes." The only way to approach a subject like this is in all 
humility and meekness.

I have had the experience of being in the midst of a discussion on topics 
like this when someone has said, “Well, my God would never do that….”. 
Of course the speaker is quite right. Their God would never do this or that 
because God is simply their “God”. He has become a construction of their 
own thinking and imagination. We must allow God to speak for Himself 
even if we find He says things with which we have difficulty. Sometimes I 
would like to ask, “Will the real God stand up and come forward”. We 
cannot and must not make a God to suit our own liking. We must accept 
the God who is there.

There is a sense in which this subject will test out your view of the 
inspiration of the Bible. You might say you believe in the authority of the 
Bible but when you encounter subjects like this how do you react? If you 
accept what the Bible says then you must be prepared to accept a subject 
matter like this. The Bible is not a “Pick and Mix”, neither is it a “Pick 
your Own”.



Furthermore, we must approach this subject without our usual prejudices 
and philosophies. The latter is one of the major problems with evangelical 
people today. You might be in a bible study meeting when someone 
suddenly say, “Yes, I can see what the Bible is saying, but I think……” . 
Let us adopt the principle of saying, “What does the Bible say”. God is of 
age, let Him speak for Himself!

Finally, on a positive note, I do not know of any teaching that brings me 
such comfort as this doctrine on the Will of God. This is so relevant for our 
present day and in view of the events taking place in Afghanistan and 
America today.

You must ask yourself this question. Who is in charge, or what is in charge 
of the world? Is it God, is it Satan, is it man or even chance? Who controls 
events? I suggest that only the Christian has the answer. It may be a 
strange answer but it is the answer that the Bible gives.

God is in control of all that happens in this world. I would venture to say 
from the scriptures that nothing happens in this world but that God is in 
charge. You must read for yourself Isaiah 40, or Psalm 46. Or take yourself 
repeatedly to that statement in Ephesians 1:11 “him who works out 
everything in conformity with the purpose of his will”; or Colossians 
1:15-17 “He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all 
creation. For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on 
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or 
authorities; all things were created by him and for him. He is before all 
things, and in him all things hold together.

Our headings for this three fold survey of the subject of the Will of God 
are:-

1 God's will – what the Bible has to say about it 
2. God's will – how involved is God in this world?
3. God's will - how can it help me in what I do?



God's will – what the Bible has to say about it 
1. Does God have a Will?

1:1 “Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven”. We all know this 
familiar line taken from what is called, “The Lord’s Prayer”. It seems that 
we take it for granted that we are aware that God does have a “Will”. This, 
of course, is not God’s “Last Will and Testament”, rather it is referring to 
His Divine Purpose(s) and Plan(s). It is all about what God intends to do, 
what he has decided to do in the world that He has created.

1:2 God is never portrayed in the Bible as acting on impulse, on a whim or 
as the fancy takes Him. There is no indication that God acts or performs 
something suddenly without prior thought or consideration. He is not 
portrayed as making up His mind as he goes along; working it out step-by-
step; uncertain about what to do next, or acting in an arbitrary, random 
manner by chance.

1:3 On the contrary, God is described as One who acts according to well 
constructed plans, who is a God of purpose, direction, intention and aim. 
He knows what He is going to accomplish. He works by strategy, design, 
aim and has certain goals. There is an interesting example of this in John 
6:6 “He asked this only to test him, for he already had in mind what he 
was going to do”. Jesus did not request from his disciples an answer to a 
difficult problem; He was not looking for suggestions. Jesus knew from the 
very beginning that He was going to feed this vast crowd from five loaves 
and two fishes. It was part of His plan for that day. There is a favourite 
statement to this effect in Jeremiah 29:11 “For I know the plans I have for 
you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, 
plans to give you hope and a future”.



1:4 One of our key words is “purpose”. God says, “My purpose will 
stand, and I will do all that I please” Isaiah 46:10. The usual Hebrew term 
for “purpose” as a noun, is hx*u@ meaning, “consultation, plan, a 
determination”. It is the same term used in Exodus 18:19 where Jethro 
says to Moses, “Listen now to me and I will give you some advice (x*uy )”. 
The sense here is that Jethro gave some organised form of administration, 
some plan. There is organisation in God’s dealings with man. He does not 
act vaguely, haphazardly or randomly. He is well organised, there is 
administration here.

1:5 In the New Testament we are familiar with such scriptures as 
Philippians 2:13 “for it is God who works in you to will and to act 
according to his good purpose”; or Romans 12:2 “Do not conform any 
longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of 
your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is--
his good, pleasing and perfect will” : or James 4:14-15, James 4:14 “Why, 
you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You 
are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes. Instead, you 
ought to say, "If it is the Lord's will, we will live and do this or that."

1:6 God is a God of purpose. He decrees, plans, purposes, wills. All His 
actions are planned. Everything God does is a working out of His Will. 
Ephesians 1:11 tells us, “In him we were also chosen, having been 
predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in 
conformity with the purpose of his will”. The participle verb “who works” 
in the Greek (evvnergountoj energnountos) is a present tense, meaning that 
God is still working out His will and purpose. In other words, God does 
nothing but that it is according to His Divine Will. Everything is planned 
and purposed before it happens. The created universe was but a fulfilment 
of God’s Will, “You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and 
honour and power, for you created all things, and by your will they were 
created and have their being." Revelation 4:11. We will look at more of 
this in the next paper.

2 What are the Characteristics of God’s Will?



2:1 First,  these plans were formulated before the creation of the world. 
This is important,  for God does not form plans as He proceeds, 
neither  are  His  plans  recently  formed.  This  is  how  the  Bible 
presents it. How often the New Testament speaks of “before the 
foundation of the world”  in relation to the will  and purposes of 
God. For example, when speaking of the birth and death of Christ 1 
Peter 1:20 “He was chosen before the creation of the world…”; and 
writing  about  our  election  Paul  says  in  Ephesians  1:4  “For  he 
chose  us  in  him  before  the  creation  of  the  world  ”:  and  in  2 
Timothy 1:9 “who has saved us and called us to a holy life--not 
because of anything we have done but because of his own purpose 
and  grace.  This  grace  was  given  us  in  Christ  Jesus  before  the 
beginning of time”.

2:2 This means that long before anything was made or created, God’s 
purposes were established. The plans were drawn up long before creation, 
even the coming of Christ and the salvation of God’s people. God, as it 
were held a meeting, a counsel meeting in which all His actions were pre-
determined. His will was made up long before anything came into 
existence. This included creation, sending of Christ and our salvation.

2:3 Secondly, God’s Will cannot be thwarted, frustrated or fail. Daniel 
4:35 states, “He does as he pleases with the powers of heaven and the 
peoples of the earth. No one can hold back his hand or say to him: "What 
have you done?". This is a difficult concept to absorb because we like to 
think that we have free will and thus the ability to challenge God and 
frustrate His purposes. But the Bible presents a God who is Sovereign, 
genuinely a Lord, and King whose purposes will be fulfilled whatever 
happens, “My purpose will stand, and I will do all that I please”, Isaiah 
46:10.

2:3 Listen to the words of Job 42:1 “Then Job replied to the LORD: "I 
know that you can do all things; no plan of yours can be thwarted”. Then 
again in Isaiah 14:24, 27, “The LORD Almighty has sworn, "Surely, as I 
have planned, so it will be, and as I have purposed, so it will stand…… 



This is the plan determined for the whole world; this is the hand stretched 
out over all nations. For the LORD Almighty has purposed, and who can 
thwart him? His hand is stretched out, and who can turn it back?

2:4 I am just giving you the facts. This is the nature of God. He knows 
what He is going to do and He will accomplish all His plans. I am aware 
that it raises problems and questions. You will be asking about the purpose 
of prayer and the need to evangelise. If God has planned the end, what is 
the meaning of our endeavours?

2:5 I cannot give a full and satisfactory answer but merely attempt 
something. Prayer is not making God do something that He does not want 
to do. We cannot hope to change the mind of God or persuade Him. 
Neither is Prayer informing God of something of which He is ignorant. 
What is the meaning of prayer then? It is essentially fellowship with God, 
it is communion with God. Secondly, prayer itself is the will and plan of 
God. Thus He uses prayer to bring about the issues that He has already 
planned will happen. He will be asked for what He has planned. The 
matter of evangelism is similar. God has ordained the people to salvation 
but He has also ordained the methods by which His people will be saved. 
He has ordained that His people will be saved through preaching, 
evangelism.

2:6 I did warn at the commencement of this paper that the information 
would not be fully acceptable to our finite minds. God told us that His 
ways were not our ways, or His plans our plans. We must admit that God’s 
ways and methods are strange. Indeed, Paul says that the “foolishness of 
God”, and much of this appears to us to be “foolish”, is “wiser than man” 
1 Corinthians 1:25.

2:7 Let us take care that our reaction to this teaching does not demonstrate 
that we do not have a “spiritual mind”. What I mean is this. In 1 
Corinthians 2:14, Paul states, “The man without the Spirit does not accept 
the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, 



and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned”. If 
we are tempted to reject this, somewhat irreconcilable truth, we may be 
showing that we do not have a “spiritual mind”.

2:8 A third characteristic of the Will of God is that it is perfectly 
consistent with His most wise, loving and gracious nature. To talk of the 
Decrees of God is not to suggest that a tyrant bent on causing suffering and 
distress rules the world. This is not Fate. This is no “qua sara sara…..” as 
the song goes. It is not “whatever will be will be…”. The God who decrees 
all things, who controls all things is a God of grace, mercy and love. God 
has entered a world of sin, a fallen world that opposes Him and He is 
working His purposes out, purposes of salvation bringing peace and hope. 
This is the significance of Jeremiah 19:11, “For I know the plans I have 
for you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, 
plans to give you hope and a future”.

2:9 Fourthly, there are two aspects to the Will of God. There is God’s 
“Necessary Will” and His “Permissive Will”. What we mean but this is 
that there are things that God has decreed will definitely happen and He is 
the cause and originator of all of these. Among them is His plan to save 
His people. But His “Permissive Will” is His plan to allow certain things 
to happen in this world. He is not the author of sin, but He did allow sin to 
enter the world. Many of the free acts of man are permitted not necessarily 
decreed. Of course they are planned in the sense that God planned to allow 
them to happen. I want to discuss this more fully in the next paper on the 
“Providence of God”.

3 Does God have a main Purpose and Plan?
3:1 You will have noticed within the NT that one of the most significant 
key words is “purpose”. The “Purpose of God”. God has a set purpose. For 
example, within that well known statement of Romans 8:28 “We know that 
in everything God works for good with those who love him, who are called 
according to his purpose”. And then again, Romans 9: 11, “….though they 
were not yet born and had done nothing either good or bad, in order that 
God's purpose of election might continue, not because of works but 



because of his call”, and, Ephesians 1:11”….. In him, according to the 
purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to the counsel of his 
will,”, see also Ephesians 3:11 “ This was according to the eternal purpose 
which he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord”, and 2Timothy 1:9 
“….who saved us and called us with a holy calling, not in virtue of our 
works but in virtue of his own purpose and the grace which he gave us in 
Christ Jesus ages ago”,.

3:6 You will have noticed that the term “purpose” is written in the singular 
as if indicating that God has only one purpose and not many separate 
purposes. Of course, this is correct for God has only got one single 
plan. His ultimate plan is explained in the words of Hebrews 2:10, 
“For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in 
bringing  many  sons  to  glory….”.  This  ultimately  is  what  God  is 
about. From before the creation in the secret councils of God through 
to  the  Fall  and  on  into  the  history  of  Israel  through  the  call  of 
Abraham,  the  mission  of  Moses  and  Joshua,  through  to  the 
Monarchy,  exile  and  then  eventually  leading  to  the  manger  in 
Bethlehem and ultimately to the cross and the empty tomb which 
heralds in the coming of the Spirit. God has only had one major plan 
- “bringing many sons to glory”. Salvation, redemption, forgiveness 
and adoption to sonship is God’s ultimate and major aim.

3:7 Let us illustrate this from our knowledge of a car engine. Within the 
engine there are many different  systems – petrol;  water;  electrics; 
suspension; steering and breaking, to name a few. But although each 
system in itself  serves a separate purpose,  the entire  car  has only 
main  purpose,  namely  to  convey its  occupants  from one place  to 
another.

3:8 This means that all the other activities of God are subservient to this 
one major plan and all serve this one single end. So, whatever God 
has in mind for you in terms of your job, life partner, location to live 
and  final  studies,  everything  is  subject  to  this  one  major  plan  - 
bringing you to glory. This is really the main issue. God is going to 
bring you to glory. He is more concerned about bringing you to glory 
than anything else that happens to you.



3:9 You must see “God’s will for your life” within this larger context. Here 
it is. God’s will for your life is to bring you, with many others, into 
glory. This is what He is doing for you and in you. It is only here that 
everything begins to make sense.  God is not merely concerned to 
give you a “nice” job, or “loving” partner, or pleasant place to live 
with high grades in your exams. I suggest that whilst we may have 
this very narrow perspective, God has something much bigger on His 
mind.

3:10 God’s ultimate purpose is  to  bring you and me to glory.  It  is  the 
teaching that is found in 1 Corinthians 15:24-26 “Then the end will 
come, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father after he 
has destroyed all dominion, authority and power. For he must reign 
until he has put all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be 
destroyed is death”. Or it is the teaching found in Revelation 21:1-3 
“Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and 
the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. I 
saw the Holy City, the New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven 
from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 
And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Now the dwelling 
of  God is  with men,  and he will  live with them. They will  be his 
people, and God himself will be with them and be their God”.

3:11 This He has accomplished through the coming of Jesus Christ into the 
world. That too was part of this enormous plan, “But when the time had 
fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law” Galatians 
4:4. Christmas was not an accident. It was part of the plan. Jesus came into 
the world at the precise moment in history when God organised it. The 
cross also was part of the plan, “This man was handed over to you by 
God's set purpose and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked 
men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross” Acts 2:23. Similarly, 
your salvation was also part of this plan, “When the Gentiles heard this, 
they were glad and honoured the word of the Lord; and all who were 
appointed for eternal life believed” Acts 13:48.

Conclusion 



1. Christian! This is the Decree of God, this is the Plan of God, and this is 
what He is aiming at. Do you have this concept? Have you grasped the 
ultimate Purpose? Can you see that the Will of God for you is much larger 
and greater than you own little life experiences? Keep you eyes on this. 
Never be moved by anything that is presently happening in this world of 
ours. Know that God is in control working our His Purpose and His 
Purpose can never fail. No power in earth or heaven can challenge the Will 
of God. It is because of this that Paul could write, “If God is for us, who 
can be against us?” Romans 8:31, and then go on to say with such 
confidence, “For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels 
nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither 
height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate 
us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. Romans 8:39.

2. You can only have this confidence and assurance because you know of 
the Eternal Decrees of God. It may be a subject that still baffles you but it 
is true, for God’s “ways are not our ways”. This is what gives you 
Christian assurance. God is in control. Nothing can happen to you but that 
God is in it. It is His will and plan. “For it is God who works in you to will 
and to act according to his good purpose” Philippians 2:13.

3. Non-Christian, let me ask you, “How do you manage to live in a world 
without purpose”? The fear and frustration that must arise because of the 
uncertainty of life must be devastating. How do you understand the world 
around you? What is your philosophy? Is it chance, fate, dualism between 
good and evil? What sort of hope does this give you?

4. I would suggest that there can be no meaning to life outside of Christ, 
outside of this teaching on the Will of God. I commend this Gospel to you; 
it is “Good News” about a God who can give you hope, and purpose. It is 
to be found in repenting of sin and accepting Christ Jesus as Lord and 
Saviour.

Richard Lee
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