
 1 

DEVOTIONAL 

The Death of Christ 

"Christ's action in Time" 

Romans 5:6 

Introduction 

1) Clearly, the most important event within the Christian calendar must be "Good Friday". Not 
that I am convinced that Christ did die on a "Friday"1. It is my belief that He died on a 
"Wednesday" . 

2) The cross must not be neglected. It is vital that we give due prominence to this event. 
Indeed, as we shall see the entire Christian Gospel stands on the death of Christ. In a sense, if 
we did not have the teaching of Christ, or a narrative of the life of Christ it would not make any 
difference, we would still have a Gospel provided we had the death and resurrection. But, if 
there be no atonement and resurrection then we certainly do not have a Gospel  

3) The basis for this study is Romans which indeed stands as the climax of Paul's writing. It is 
in Roman's that we find we have the "Gospel according to Paul". There is more teaching on 
the death of Christ here than anywhere else in the NT. It is to Romans 5:6-9 that we turn for 
the next few weeks.  

4) We are going to consider three issues which emerge from verse 6  

i) The timing of the death of Christ  

ii) The fact of the death of Christ  

iii) The objects of the death of Christ  

1. The Timing of the Death of Christ  

"At just the right time....Christ died"  

1) In the first place we must consider the fact that Christ's death was not an accident in history 
that it did not happen on impulse; rather, the death was something that happened in history 
just at the "right time". He came into the world and He died "just at the right time". There was 
careful timing in Christ's death. There are two words in the Greek for "time". First we have 
cronoj meaning a period of time, a season, and time in genera. Secondly, we have kairoj 
meaning a fixed or definite period, a portion of time. The term which is used in Romans 5:6 is 
the latter, kairoj. The sense here is that Christ died at a precise moment in time, at a fixed 
moment, at a time that had been set and established beforehand.  

2) You will recall that often Jesus would refer to this "time" in His teaching. For example in 
Mark 1:15 at the commencement of His ministry Jesus said, "The time has come, the Kingdom 
of God is near....". In a negative sense He said on one occasion, "for me the right time has not 
yet come" John 7:8 & 6 & 30. See also John 2:4. The matter of "time" in connection with the 
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birth of Jesus was also important to the NT writers. In Galatians 4:4 we read, "When the time 
had fully come, God sent His Son born of a woman...".  

3) Historically we find that the timing for the coming of Christ was perfect, just right. This 
makes the accounts of Jesus life and ministry very interesting. It was a period of peace in the 
Roman Empire that extended for some considerable time. This meant that Jesus could walk 
safely throughout Palestine. The missionaries and apostles were able to travel with ease 
across the Empire using Roman trade routes, shipping routes and their well-built roads. A 
common coinage had been established. Also, as a common language Greek was spoken and 
read. This, of course, enabled the NT to be written in a language that both Jews and Greeks 
could read from one end of the Empire to the other. Thus it was a good "time" for Christ to 
come and die. Either the century before or the century after would not have been an 
appropriate time. This was the right time.  

4) Further more, it was a time of religious exhaustion. The Jews had had plenty of time to 
prove that they could never save themselves through the law. Justification was being 
presented, since the time of the exile, as attainable through the means of obeying the law of 
God. This is why Paul, before his conversion, would have boasted in his self-made 
righteousness (see Phil 3). Yet, it was becoming patently obvious that man could not justify 
himself by the works of the law.  

5) Added to this, Greek philosophy had also proved to be fruitless. Endless debates and 
arguments did not bring about knowledge of the truth. The great flowering period in the history 
of thought and the search for truth and ultimate reality had already passed. As Paul explained 
in Corinthians, "For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God......" 1 
Cor 1:21. This is why Pilate was so cynical with Jesus, "What is truth?”  

6) So, by the time Christ had come into the world it was ready to hear this message of grace 
and mercy in the love of God. Notice how the common people heard Jesus gladly. They found 
a new authority, power and glory in His teaching. The message fell on eager, tired and 
searching ears. Jesus was born at the right time, He preached at the right time and He died at 
the right time.  

7) Now, this fact of Christ dying at the "right time" teaches us two very important lessons.  

i) Firstly, this message teaches us that the cross was a planned event. When something is 
arranged to fall on a certain day in the month, it is usually planned and pre-arranged. It has to 
be so in order to ensure that it does actually happen. If you want something to take place you 
have to plan it. So, the cross was a carefully planned event. Indeed, the NT informs us that it 
was planned from before the foundation of the world. Listen to Peter preaching on the Day of 
Pentecost, "This Man was handed over to you by God's set purpose and foreknowledge..." 
(Acts 2:23). God both knew and pre-planned the cross. It was not some kind of "after thought". 
It was not that because the Jews had rejected Jesus and it looked as though He was going to 
die at their hands that God suddenly changed His mind and decided to let the cross happen 
and then try and salvage something from the mess. No, it was planned from the beginning. 
Listen to Jesus " The Son of Man will go as it has been decreed..." Luke 22:22.  

ii) Secondly, this teaching on the "timing" shows that the cross was directly the work of God. 
Ultimately, theologically, it was not the fault of the Jews that Christ died. You have heard of 
"anti-Semitism", this opposition against the Jews. Did you know that history teaches that the 
opposition against the Jews has been greatly assisted by the early Christian Church. The 
teaching of the Apostolic Fathers and especially the teaching and preaching of the Lutherans 
of the 16 century demonstrated a strong rejection of the Jews. They taught that the Jews were 
responsible for the death of Christ. Because at the trial of Jesus they had said "His blood be 
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upon our heads and our children", the Jews have been labelled "Jesus killers". The Crusades 
of the 11-12 centuries and the expulsion of the Jews from Britain during those centuries laid 
the ground work for Hitler's "final solution" regarding the Jews during the last war. Hitler was 
only completing what the Lutherans and Catholics had taught in Germany during the 16 
century. Now, essentially, whilst the Jews were responsible for Jesus' arrest and His trial 
before Pilate, and especially for their demand for His crucifixion, it was the Gentiles who 
actually killed Jesus, not the Jews. The Roman soldiers, Gentiles, crucified Him. Furthermore, 
it is more accurate to say that our sin crucified Him. If man had not fallen Jesus would not 
have needed to come into the world and die for sinners.  

But, let me go even further. Ultimately it was not the Jews; it was not the Romans who put 
Jesus on the cross. It is God the Father who was responsible. This is where our correct 
theology should prevent us from falling into that dreadful trap of anti-Semitism. We all know so 
well, John 3:16, "For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son....". Notice 
that word "gave" ( Greek edwken from didwmi).  

This is the same word used in Romans 8:32 "He who did not spare His own Son but gave Him 
up for us all.....". The Greek is even more definite by using a compound verb, so you get 
paradwken from paradidwmi, meaning "to give over". In the Roman's passage the meaning is 
clear, that Paul is speaking of the cross. God Himself, gave over Christ to the cross. This then 
becomes the implication in John 3:16 where the term "gave His one and only Son" but not be 
confined merely to the birth of Jesus, it relates to the cross. Take a look at the passage in Acts 
4:27-28 where it is clearly stated that the Romans and Jews acted under the sovereign hand 
of God in the crucifixion.  

I can go even further. Whilst the above passages show that God was involved in the actual 
mechanics of the cross, other scriptures show that God the Father actually killed His Son. For 
example, from the words of Jesus on the cross we have Him saying, "My God, my God, why 
have you deserted me...." . this was the cry of dereliction. It was after this that Jesus breathed 
His last.  

But, for a more dramatic passage, turn to Galatians 3:13, where Paul says, "Christ redeemed 
us from the curse of the Law by becoming a curse for us". Christ was cursed of God. For 
further and more explicit descriptions I suggest you read Isaiah 53 where you will read such 
phrases as, "It pleased the Lord to bruise Him.... To put Him to grief....".  

8) Before we leave this section, it would be appropriate for us to think and wonder at what all 
this means. To meditate upon this amazing love of God that He should be willing to do such a 
thing for people like us. Where did this love come from? What kind of love is it that does this 
sort of thing to His own Son for the likes of you and me? Is this not an astounding event? 
Should it not possess us until our dying day? It was Paul who said, "May I never boast except 
in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ" Gal 6:14. I suggest that we do not pay sufficient attention 
to this event. We don't sing about it enough, we don't praise God enough for it, and we don't 
preach it enough. No wonder Paul came to Corinth and said, "I wanted to know nothing among 
you except Jesus and Him crucified".  

2. The fact of the death of Christ 

"Christ died...." 

1) Death is not something that we like to talk about too much. When reflecting upon some 
loved one who has since died we do not glory in their death. We talk about their life, their 
personality, what they did and what they were like as a person. Yet, here is the anomaly with 
Christianity - we glory in the Jesus who died. We sing about His death, preach about His 
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death. Each week we hold a celebration about His death. We celebrate His birth, His coming 
into the world and from time to time we refer to his life and teaching. But, ultimately it is not His 
life that we are concerned about, rather it is death. We think His death is wonderful, we are so 
glad He died, we glory in His death, and we speak much about His death. Don't you think this 
is strange?  

2) We do this because we know that that is why Jesus came into the world. He came to die. 
He took a body so that the He who is immortal could die. Indeed, the whole of Christianity itself 
is built on His death. The Gospel writers spend more time dealing with the last seven days 
than the remainder of his life. You will search in vain for references to the life of Christ in the 
Epistles. Very few times do the writers refer to the life of Christ. They only major on His death 
and subsequent resurrection.  

3) The uniqueness of Christianity is that it bases its teaching and message on its hero who 
died. All other religions major on the life of its leaders. Islam does not sing praises about 
Mohammed's death - it is his life and teaching they are concerned with. It is this which lends 
support to the Divine revelatory nature of Christianity. Humanity could not have invented such 
a strange religion. Man would not have created such a message where the main focus of 
attention is the death and not the life. Such a concept is contrary to human thinking. Only this 
could come from God.  

4) Now this is an important fact for us to consider. It is not the life of Christ that saves but His 
death. Not His miracles, teaching, example or birth which forms the centre of Christianity and 
which has to be the focus of attention in salvation. No, it is only His death. Faith merely 
expressed in the noble and exemplary life of Christ will not save anyone. We are used to 
people saying that they admire so and so. That they feel they want to model their lives on the 
character of this person or that. Now people think like this of Jesus. They see in Him a noble 
and perfect character, consider His teachings to be of a superior nature, and hence wish to 
"follow Him". Now that does not consist in salvation. Following the perfect Son of God and 
seeking to conform your life to His will not save you. Admiring Him for His distinguished life 
style, approving of the high quality of His teaching will not save you. Salvation will only come 
when you face His death - realise what that meant for you - acknowledge that He died for 
sinners. It is "faith in His blood" that saves, as Paul states in chapter 3:25 "through faith in His 
blood".  

5) Christians, let us learn to glory in His death. Charles Wesley seeks to express his 
amazement that Christ could actually die, " 'Tis mystery all! The immortal dies, Who can 
explore this strange design?.... 'Tis mercy all, let earth adore, let angel minds enquire no 
more". That's it - "mystery all - the Immortal dies". The question is this - how can God die? Live 
yes, that's no problem, teach, and work miracles that are not difficult to accept. But die! How 
can a God die? This is the mystery.  

6) Let us go even further. What do we mean when we talk of the death of Christ? What made 
His death so different from the death of many others? In what way was His death so different 
and so special that it calls for my faith and commitment?  

7) Often in the NT, in association with the term "death" there is another word which is quite 
complex and difficult to understand with our Western minds. It is the word "blood". It is a term 
which is used interchangeably with "death". You will notice it in the passage we are using, 
Romans 5 vs 9 "justified by His blood", and similarly in 3:25 "Faith in His blood". What does 
"blood" mean?  

8) This term must take us back into the OT for it is there that it originated. Initially it was a term 
which meant "death by violence" and then subsequently it became a much used term attached 
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to the sacrificial ritual. Leviticus is a book of "blood". We read of the "blood" atonement. Hence 
"blood" in the OT came to resemble vicarious atonement, the death of something on behalf of 
another. The "blood" that was pasted on the door posts in Egypt told the avenging angle that a 
death had taken place on behalf of the occupants of a house; therefore, when he saw the 
"blood" he "passed over" and did not strike death. Blood was sprinkled on the Mercy Seat on 
the Ark of the Covenant to indicate that a death had taken place on behalf of the Israelites, 
therefore, God could forgive them.  

9) Therefore, whenever "blood" is spoken of in the NT speaks of vicarious atonement, a death 
on behalf of sinners. "Blood" refers to the death of Christ as a whole showing that His death 
was not the sad end to a promising life and career in open air preaching; rather it was a 
substitutionary death on behalf of sinners. The term "blood" speaks of substitutionary death. It 
is a kind of euphemism. Blood in the NT does not mean the very substance that came from 
Jesus wounds. It is a technical word containing rich doctrine, vital teaching about the 
atonement nature of His death. If you think merely of the red sticky substance that came from 
Jesus' veins you are mistaken. More than that, you are depriving His death of meaning. Don't 
glory merely in the fact that He died, as you would mourn for a friend who has died. Make sure 
that you glory in His death as One who died for sinners, whose death was positive because it 
was a vicarious death for you. This is the meaning you must put into the term "blood". Indeed, 
this is the meaning that you must put into the fact of His death. Jesus did not merely die. No, 
no. He died as a sacrificial atonement making substitution for the sins of His people before 
God, satisfying divine wrath, so that sinners can be forgiven2.  

3. The objects of Christ's death 

"When we were still powerless Christ died for the ungodly" 

1) Whilst the above is clearly a cause for wonder and amazement, it is this next aspect of the 
death of Christ that makes it even more spectacular and unique. When Christ came into the 
world He did not come to seek the "righteous, but sinners". Now, this is very strange. Usually, 
we seek out for our friends, companions and associates people who are very much like 
ourselves. If you are middle class you usually attract the same kind of folk, and so on. You 
want to be with those of like mind. One would have thought that as Jesus was holy, righteous 
and spiritual; He would have wanted to seek for the friends and associates similar kinds of 
people. But His life shows something different. He went straight to where people were, 
irrespective of their background, lack of spirituality, sinfulness etc. He came into the world to 
seek for sinners. It was not the Pharisees with whom he spent most time; rather it was the "tax 
collectors and sinners" of whom it was said "He is a friend".  

2) What was all this about? What was He working towards? What sort of message was He 
putting across? What does this have to say about His death? Well, it confirms for us the true of 
Paul's statement here, "Christ died for the ungodly". He did not come to die for the righteous, 
the spiritual, and the godly. This again spells out the wonder and glory of Christ's death. 
Indeed, it is this that causes us to wonder with utmost amazement. There are two words in this 
text which tells us about the people for whom Christ died - the "weak" and the "ungodly".  

3) I want to take the second term first "ungodly" and then come to the former phrase. What is 
the meaning of "ungodly"? It is to be "anti-God", opposed to God, a rejection of God, a refusal 
to entertain God in ones life, to be rebellious against God, hate God, and refuse God. Think of 
the word "un - godly", it could read "not God-like". When man was first created he was made in 
the "image and likeness of God". There was something of the nature and character of God in 
him. He enjoyed God, wanted God, obeyed God, copied what God did; bore something of the 
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same holy character as God. The Fall, however, changed it all. Man fell from God and the 
image became defaced. Remember the words of Paul in Romans 3:23, "since all have sinned 
and fall short of the glory of God". There it is! Man is now "ungodly"  

4) It is interesting that Paul should use such a term. Why does he not simply say, as he does 
in verse 8 that Christ died for "sinners". That is a term with which we are much more familiar 
and more ready to use. But, why then, does he adopt this term "ungodly"? I suggest that it is 
the worse thing a man can do and be, ungodly. The essence of man's fall from God is not that 
he is merely a sinner, that he does certain wrong things that he acts unsociably against his 
neighbour etc. The epitome of man's sin is that he is "ungodly", that his actions are against 
God, that he has adopted a total rejection of God. This is what we read in Romans 3:10 "None 
is righteous, no not one, no one seeks for God. All have turned aside...". Man by nature is 
"ungodly", he does not want God, he hates God and he does not seek for God. Indeed, man 
has become an enemy of God and God an enemy of him. You see this in Romans 5:10 "For if 
when we were God's enemies.....". The Greek does not have the word "God" in this verse but 
it is implied.  

Again, look at Romans 11:28 where Paul is speaking of the present state of the Jews as a 
nation, "As regards the Gospel, they are enemies of God". And then finally in Romans 8:7    
“The sinful mind is hostile to God.....". There it is. Man does not delight in God, he considers 
God to be interference in his life, and he refuses to think about God or seek for Him. By nature 
man is actively opposed to God. Notice how the same idea is expressed in Romans 1:18-28. 
See how Paul uses the same term in vs 18 "ungodliness and wickedness of man" (NIV 
"godlessness", same Greek word a=sebian). Then in the following verses he shows how man 
has purposely turned his back on God, vs 21, 23, 28. There has been and still is a decisive 
abandonment of God.  

5) Why am I showing you all this? I am doing it to show you something wonderful and amazing 
as we return to our text, Romans 5:6. There it is, "Christ died for the ungodly". For whom did 
Christ come into the world? For whom did Christ die? Who were the objects of His death? It 
was the "ungodly". He died for all those who are described under this most terrifying 
statement, "ungodly". It is this that makes the cross so amazing, so astonishing. Indeed, it is 
this that makes the Love of God so outstanding, "For God so loved the world..... (i.e. the 
ungodly),..... that He sent His one and only Son......". Then, "This is love, not that we loved 
God, but that He loved us (the ungodly) and sent His Son.....". God loves the ungodly because 
it is His plan and purpose to make them "godly". We obviously have some difficulty with this 
concept; it is difficult to think of God like this. He ought to condemn the ungodly, destroy the 
ungodly. How can God, who is totally "godly”, love the ungodly? It is both astonishing and 
baffling. But, this is how it is.  

6) Is there someone reading this paper and thinking, "I am not like these other people. If they 
knew the kind of life I've been living most of the folk in this Church would have nothing to do 
with me? I don't even know why I'm here. I can understand Christ dying for these good and 
nice people, but not me. I'm so ungodly". Listen, Christ died for the "ungodly". He died for you. 
He came for the ungodly. He was born for the ungodly. He came to seek and to save the 
ungodly. If you feel yourself to be ungodly then you have a right to come to Him and be 
forgiven and redeemed.  

7) Now let's look at the other term "weak" (Greek a=sqenwn ). The AV and the RSV have 
translated the term as simply "weak". It is used to describe those who are physically weak and 
sick. Now, it is interesting to note how the NIV has rendered the term. It prefers to translate 
avsqenhj as "powerless". This is correct. The term means "lack of strength". It is used in John 
5:5 to describe those who were sick and infirmed. Theologically it means that by nature man is 
incapable of saving himself, he cannot, by himself, return to his former godly state. There is 
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nothing that man can do to save himself. "Powerless" is an expression similar in meaning to 
that of being "dead in sin" as Paul uses in Eph 2:1.  

8) Here again, the apostle is describing the natural state of man. In addition to being a 
ungodly, he is also powerless to do anything about it for himself. Man is powerless to try to 
please God, he cannot obey God, and he cannot get himself out of his sinful mess. Man is 
stuck in his rebellion and sin. He does not have the ability to seek for God or return to God. 
There is nothing man can do for God.  

9) Once again, this teaching does nothing less than portrays more magnificently the glory and 
richness of God's perfect grace. "When we were still powerless, Christ died....". God did not 
wait for us to come to our senses, He did not say "I've done enough for man, I've given them 
my law, prophets etc, let them get on with this and sort it out for themselves". He did not 
abandon us to our weakness and frailty. No, He acted even when we were still in this state. 
Notice carefully the wording of the text, "When we were still powerless.....". Yes, we were "still" 
in this state, we hadn't moved an inch, nothing had changed, man was "still" in his wretched 
state, he had done nothing to help himself, he was "still powerless" to save himself or please 
God. This is what is so remarkable about the death of Christ - He chose to die for the 
"powerless" and the "ungodly". This is why we glory in the cross. Of course, with teaching like 
this, we can only conclude that salvation is all of grace.  

10) There remains for us just one more little word. Indeed, it is so small we could almost 
ignore it, and yet to do so would be dreadful, for it is this one little word which sparks off the 
immense glory of the cross in a manner that nothing else could. It is the word "for" (Gk u-per ). It 
means "in place of, as a substitute for". We can then read this verse like this, "When we were 
powerless, Christ died in the place of the ungodly".  

11) Now, I'm going to saying something which, if they were not biblical truth, would sound 
almost blasphemous. I am going to put it like this. Christ died for the "powerless" by becoming 
Himself totally "powerless"; Christ died for the "ungodly" by being treated as if He was, 
"ungodly" Himself.  

12) Look at it like this. What happened at the incarnation? Christ, the very Son of God, He who 
is God, took to Himself the form of manhood. He genuinely became Man. He was the God-
Man. He became "weak". You can see this illustrated in His life - He was thirsty, hungry, tired 
etc. All this is part of human weakness. When He came to the cross He hung powerless on the 
tree. Yes, being the Son of God, He was capable of calling legions of angels. But what I mean 
is this. "He was made sin" 2 Cor 5:21. He was made like us. He was made, by the Father, to 
be as it were Adam who fell, David the adulterer, Peter the denier, the criminal crucified beside 
Him. Just as were are "powerless" through sin, so Christ adopted the same position. He 
became our substitute. He had to be made like us in every respect. This is how He died for the 
"powerless".  

13) Furthermore, Christ died for the "ungodly" by being treated, 'as if He was ungodly'. What 
did the Father do to Adam when he sinned? Adam was driven out of the Garden, away from 
the presence of God. Why was this? Because God cannot look upon sin. Thus, on the cross, 
when Christ became sin the Father had to abandon His Son as if He were "ungodly". Thus 
Christ cried out, "My God, My God who have you abandoned me" Mark 15:34. There had been 
a divine desertion. I go even further. Come to Galatians 3:13 "Christ redeemed us from the 
curse of the Law by becoming a curse for us". God the Father had to curse His Son. That is 
how God will treat the ungodly eventually at the last day. But, here on the cross this is what 
was happening to the perfect, holy Son of God. He was being judged for our sin by the Father 
because He now stood in the place of the ungodly receiving in Himself all the punishment, the 
divine wrath. It was a penal (punitive) substitutionary death.  
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14) This is what is meant by the phrase, "Christ died for the ungodly". Let us never treat the 
cross event superficially. When we say "Let us thank God for all that He has done for us", let 
us remember this. This is the sum total of what He did for us. This is the meaning of the 
atonement, this is the meaning of the "death of Christ". This is what happened between the 
hours of nine o'clock in the morning and three o'clock in the afternoon on that eventful Friday 
(or Wednesday).  

Conclusion  

1. Christian, let us learn to "glory in the cross". I fear that great danger is to think that the cross 
is a thing of the past that we must move on to greater things in the Spirit etc. Whilst there are 
avenues of experience which might still have to explore, we can never relegate the atonement 
to a "thing of the past". I am concerned about the absence of songs based on the cross. Whilst 
the hymn book contains some of the most dramatic explanations of the death of Christ, 
dwelling upon the event and, more importantly, on the meaning, our repertoire of songs, I 
believe, is woefully lacking in this area. It almost gives the impression that we have moved on, 
and away from the cross. No, this must never be.  

2. "Christ died for the ungodly". You will never read a more powerful and astonishing 
statement as that in the entire bible. This has to be the very climax of its phrases and words. 
Indeed, I suggest that it is the greatest event that God has ever performed. He has never done 
anything to equal this and will never do anything in the future to eclipse its drama.  

3. Let us furnish our minds with material which will enable us to "Survey the wondrous 
cross......". Again, think on the words of this hymn, 'Tis mystery all! The immortal dies, Who 
can explore this strange design?.... 'Tis mercy all, let earth adore, let angel minds enquire no 
more"  

Richard Lee  

 
 


