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A Christmas Message  

Hebrews 2:16 

"The God who really cares" 

Introduction  

Christmas is in danger of being romanticized. Look at our Christmas cards. How nice, sweet the 
Christmas scene has become. It looks so picturesque, so beautiful, and so attractive with the 
baby Jesus nestling in the straw, the lanterns throwing their orange and yellow light around the 
cattle shed; the shepherds, wise men and others crowding in to gaze upon the sacred 
spectacle.  

This is utter nonsense! The whole scene was quite disgusting. You have here a single woman 
giving birth to a baby in the most revolting of circumstances. It was pure neglect, nothing like 
this would be allowed in our society. Social Services would be taking an Emergency Protection 
Order to remove the child and the courts would accuse the parents of severe neglect.  

Think of what it is like in mid October (about the time of Jesus’ birth).The stable would be dirty (if 
indeed, it was a stable; probably she gave birth in the corner of a field), unhygienic with animal 
urine and excrement. It would have been cold, draughty and lacking in any kind of warmth as 
there would be no place for a fire. There was no privacy with curious on-lookers peering at the 
birth. Joking and laughing and asking who the father was. No doctors or nurses, no proper 
clothing, no bed or incubator. No proper medical resources available if anything went wrong. No 
nurses or doctors present.  

The whole scene was pathetic and should never have been allowed. Ask Mary and she will tell 
you it was no picnic! She would never want to go through all that again. This, for all its problems 
and disgust, was the way in which God chose to introduce Jesus to the world. The coming of 
Jesus was an astounding event.  

The world may want to ask the question, "Why?" Why did all this happen? It was because God 
cared. God cared about mankind, fallen mankind.  

We live in a society where selfishness, greed and self-centredness abound. All of us at one time 
or another have fallen victims to people’s selfishness. The phrase "I couldn’t care less" is a 
common statement. People who care, who really care, are rare. I work in what is loosely known 
as the "Caring Profession" and this leaves me doubting about the use of the word "Care" 
sometimes. We are supposed to rescue children and "take them into Care".  

The question we may want to ask is this, "Who cares about me?". Who really cares in this 
world? The answer has to be "God cares". Listen to this from 1 Peter 5:7, "Cast all your 
anxieties upon Him for He cares about you".  

The essence of the Christmas message has to be this; it says "God cares". He cares so much 
that He sent His only Son into the world.  
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With this in mind I am basing this paper on Hebrews 2:16 which, in the RSV reads, "For surely it 
is not with angels that he is concerned but with the descendants of Abraham". The NIV reads, 
"For surely it is not angels he helps, but Abraham's descendants".  

I have a slight difficulty here as the AV reads differently and this I will explain. The AV has "For 
verily he took not on him the nature of angels; but he took on him the seed of Abraham". The 
reason for this is the translating of a single Greek word evpilambanetai meaning "to take 

possession, lay hold of" (from lambanw). The AV translators have taken this as the only meaning 
of the word and decided to interpret it as "took…the nature of angels…" thus making it refer to 
the nature of the incarnation.  

There is justification for this but a further meaning of evpilambanetai is "to lay hold of one so as to 
rescue from danger", or "to help, be concerned with". It is generally agreed that this fits the 
meaning of the word as used in this context. Indeed, the New King James Version has, "For 
indeed He does not give aid to angels, but He does give aid to the seed of Abraham". The 
translators feel that the sense of the verse does not describe the "nature" of the incarnation but 
the purpose of the incarnation.  

The modern translations have followed the advice of the famous Greek scholar of the 19th 
century, Westcott who sees this term as meaning "helping". F.F. Bruce also adopts this 
rendering of the verb epilambanetai but is willing to see both meanings in the term. He says that 
the same word is used in Hebrews 8:9 "……when I took them by the hand to lead them out of 
Egypt,…". Here, says Bruce, is the sense of God laying hold of His people to help them by 
leading them out of Egypt.  

Whatever rendering we choose to accept, the point is that Christ did "lay hold of the nature of 
the seed of Abraham" but with the express purpose of "helping" fallen mankind. The verse is 
really speaking about the purpose of the incarnation not the nature of it.  

The message, I suggest, is of God, not caring about angels, but placing all His care upon men 
and women, the very "seed of Abraham". This is what Christmas proves – God cares.  

1. Notice those with whom God is not concerned.  

"For surely it is not angels he helps;" RSV "It is not with angels that He is concerned".  

1. Angels are not part of God’s plan.  

In order to emphasis God’s great care of men and women, the writer wants us to notice the fact 
that God has no concern for angels. This is important. By contrast we can see how important 
men and women are to God.  

We are, of course, just thinking here of fallen angels. Scripture has much to say about angels 
that have fallen into sin. It speaks of angels that did not retain their first place, Jude 6 "And the 
angels who did not keep their positions of authority but abandoned their own home--these he 
has kept in darkness, bound with everlasting chains for judgement on the great Day." These are 
angels that sinned, 2 Peter 2:4 "For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but sent 
them to hell, putting them into gloomy dungeons to be held for judgement…"  
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Do you know about the pre-Fall Fall? That is, before Adam fell ( Genesis 3) there was a Fall in 
heaven amongst the angels. When Satan was cast out with his many following angels, 
Revelation 12:9 "The great dragon was hurled down--that ancient serpent called the devil, or 
Satan, who leads the whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him".  

There is no salvation for angels! There is no hope for angels. There is no Gospel for angels. 
Christ did not die for angels. God is not concerned about angels.  

John Calvin remarks in his commentary on Hebrews, "By this comparison he enhances the 
benefit and the honour with which Christ has favoured us, by putting on our flesh; for he never 
did so much for angels". He hastens to add, "That he preferred us to angels was not owing to 
our excellency, but to our misery. There is therefore no reason for us to glory as though we 
were superior to angels, except that our heavenly Father has manifested toward us that ampler 
mercy which we needed, so that the angels themselves might from on high behold so great a 
bounty poured on the earth"..  

What do you think about this? There are the elect angels (as there are the elect saints)1 
Timothy 5:21 "I charge you, in the sight of God and Christ Jesus and the elect angels". These 
are the only angels to be retained after the destruction of Satan. Does this affect your thoughts 
about the love and mercy of God? Why is He not concerned about angels, why is He not 
helping angels? I will tell you the answer. I just do not know! It is His sovereign choice to do so. 
Equally, we do not know why God did not make universal salvation.  

God did not choose to save the angels, even though they are higher beings than us, even 
though they have been serving Him in glory for so long. It was simply His choice.  
   
  2. This is why Christ was not made like the angels.  

Hebrews 2:9 "But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels". Of course, given 
that Jesus did not come to save angels, it makes sense to learn that He was not made like 
angels. Yet, even this fact is quite amazing. It is this that makes the love of God so much more 
glorious. The essence of the incarnation was that Jesus was made "lower than the angels".  

Let us take a good long look at what happened within that dreadful scene in Bethlehem. Here 
was the Son of God, the second Person of the Trinity descending, making Himself lower, and 
taking a downward step. You might think that as He is God, the level at which He should sink 
should stop at the point of angels. Perhaps He could be allowed to drop to arch-angels, or 
seraphim, or even (at a push) the common, ordinary run-of-the-mill angels. But, this is not the 
level to which the Son of God sinks. He goes even lower. He goes "lower than the angels". He 
drops to the level of fallen mankind.  

As a boy my mother used to take me to Bentalls in Kingston where we would shop and have 
lunch. The lifts were my greatest delight. They were operated by the liftman. As you stepped 
into the lift he would shout, "going up, going up, going up" and would call out the names of the 
floors. Then from the top he would say, "going down, going down….".  

As I think of the incarnation of Christ, I think of that scene. There He is, at the top, in the glory of 
the Father, enjoying the splendour of it all. Then, with the agreement of the Trinity the Son 
descends. You can hear it being called out, "Going down, going down". He passes the level of 
the highest angels, but call is the same, "going down, going down". Then He passes all the 
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other floors and continues to descent into the basement, "going down, going down”. He then 
reaches humanity. But let me go even further.  

He sank to the level of being born from a peasant woman. An unknown slip of a girl. More, this 
girl was not even married. It looked like an illegitimate birth. It was not so, as the birth was 
through the involvement of the Holy Spirit. Remember Luke 1:35 "The angel answered, "The 
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the 
holy one to be born will be called the Son of God".  

He was not born to noble parents, within a famous family. Mary and Joseph were your average 
Mr and Mrs Joe Public. Nothing known, nothing special.  

We can go on with the descent as we look at the circumstances surrounding the birth. The 
stable, or cattle placement. Look at the miserable and strange circumstances. The cold, the 
discomfort, and the ignominy of it all. But I want to take you even further.  

What kind of humanity did Jesus take on? Yes, we all believe that Jesus was made "flesh" but 
how low, how real? Was his body that of Adam before the Fall or after the Fall? Did He have a 
body that was like ours but not really blood of our blood and bone of our bone? Did He just 
"look" human, but if you touched Him you would find Him protected by a glorified shield making 
Him untouchable?  

Listen to Romans 8:3 "For what the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the 
sinful nature, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man…..  

What is Paul saying here? He is being very dangerous in his choice of words. He is trying to say 
that Jesus was so human, so like us that the very flesh, the body that he took on was like "sinful 
flesh". The term "likeness" òmoiw/mati means something that has been made in the very likeness 
of something else, something that resembles another. It does not mean something that is like 
something but really quite different. It bears the same essence, is equal.  

Leon Morris in his NT Theology states that this is a dangerous statement to make. It almost 
makes out that Jesus inherited our sinful nature. Yet in choosing his words Paul has simply said 
that the body Jesus took on was a body that was fallen. This is a far cry from saying that Jesus 
inherited the sinful nature. Leon Morris says that in these words Jesus is portrayed as coming 
within a hair’s breadth of being made sinful. He came so close and become so identified with 
mankind that He was almost, but clearly not, made sinful.  

Remember the name "Emmanuel". The phrase comes from Isaiah 7:14 where the Hebrew has 
this definite concept of "drawing close alongside, coming parallel to us". Listen to this statement, 
Hebrews 2:17 "For this reason he had to be made like his brothers in every way…. ". Notice the 
words, "like his brothers in every way". This means that in being made man, Jesus took on a 
body with all its aches and pains, it emotions, its limitations (there were matters of which He was 
ignorant). He could feel hunger, thirst, pain, tiredness etc. He was, in every way, like one of us. 
Yet, He was without sin.  

This is the glory of the incarnation. He descended to our level. The heavenly lift took Him to the 
very depths. He went to the bottom. Past the levels of elevated angels, to the depths of 
humanity.  
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Why? Why does He do this? Because it is not with angels He is concerned, but with……  

2. Notice those with whom God is concerned.  

"but Abraham's descendants"  

RSV "but with the descendants of Abraham He is concerned"  

"He is not concerned with…..He is concerned with…..". The Greek uses the verb "concern" 
(helps) twice in the passage although the NIV only uses it once. What a privilege to be a fallen 
human being: how dreadful to be a fallen angel! You see it is us, we humans that God is 
concerned about; it is us He wants to help. There seems to be no other object in the entire 
universe that is the focus of God’s eye. It is us.  

Remember the words of Isaiah 9:6, For to us a child is born, to us a son is given ". I found the 
Hebrew text so emphatic in this statement. As if the writer wanted to emphasis the very purpose 
of the coming of this special child, this son. It is "to us" that He was given. The gift, the present 
was addressed to us.  

But how do we know that God is really concerned about us? How can we be sure that He is 
interested to help us? Does the Christmas account offer any proof of His concern for fallen 
humanity? Let’s consider the following:-  

1. Look at this amazing birth.  

Would God do this if He was not concerned about us? Would God the Father allow His Son to 
descend to such a level if He did not have a committed interest in us? There He is, the Son who 
is the second Person within the Trinity, God of very God, subjecting Himself to the virgin’s 
womb, being born in such degrading and humiliating circumstances, born into poverty, exposed 
to King Herod’s murderous intentions, living in exile in Egypt, growing up in dirty, dusty 
Palestine under Roman domination. Can you look at all this and still say that God does not 
care?  

Let us also recognise that God is self-contained, self existent, He did not need to send His Son 
for the seed of Abraham, He did not need to concern Himself with mankind. God does not need 
us as if He is deficient without us. We need Him but He does not need us.  

But He has concerned Himself with mankind because He wanted to. He chose to by-pass the 
angels, but become involved with man.    

2. Now look at the Son of God in His life  

He is the Son of God yet He is thoroughly human. He, the eternal Son rubs shoulders with 
sinners. He eats with them, talks to them, lives with them, is washed by them and walks with 
them.  

He is made just like them. If you saw Jesus in the street you would walk past Him not knowing 
who He was. He looked like any Jew of His age. He had no halo, no divine glow to identify Him 
as the eternal Son. His physique was that of any average man. Those who knew Him saw Him 
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as a "man". His own Nazarenes saw Him merely as Jesus, the son of Joseph the carpenter. He 
was a "no-body" in the eyes of the public. This is the level to which he descended as part of His 
commitment to the "seed of Abraham".  

Furthermore, He is hated by them. "He came to is own and His own received Him not". He 
came to His own countrymen, His own nation, His own religion but was rejected. His own 
people shouted "crucify".  

Although He had the power to release tens of thousands of angels to His rescue He chose not 
to do so. Never did he request to be brought back to the home of His Father. He never said, 
"beam me up Scotty"!  

Would God the Father have subjected His Son to this degradation if He did not care about us? 
Does not even this demonstrate the quality of His concern for the "seed of Abraham". He never 
did this for angels, but He did it for us.  

3. Look at His death.  

As you look at the cross you have to keep in mind the teaching on the deity of Christ. You have 
to remind yourself that He is the Eternal Son, the One who is "God of very God", in whom "the 
Godhead dwells bodily"…"In the beginning the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God…..all things were created through Him" (John 1:1ff).  

In that light you see Him hanging on a rough piece of wood between two criminals. Identified 
with crime the innocent Son of God dies. The Son of God dies! Astounding.  

This was no accident. We know that this is why He was born. He was born to die just as we are 
born to live. This was no unfortunate turn of events. He spoke of His own death in these terms, 
Mark 10:45 "For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his 
life as a ransom for many." And again, Mark 14:21 "The Son of Man will go just as it is written 
about him".  

Take a very close look at the cross and see the Son of God being made sin, see the Son of God 
being made a curse, see the Son of God being "bruised and smitten of God and afflicted" by the 
Father on our account. There He is bearing in His own body our sin and taking our judgement, 
our wrath, our chastisement, our punishment.  

Can we look at that and say God does not care? This is the meaning of the term "Gospel". It is 
the Good News about what God has done.  

4. Look at personal salvation.  

I said earlier that the key word in this passage is "concerned" or "help" (as NIV). The word also 
has this concept of "laying hold of one to rescue them from danger" , evpilambanw, as it is used in 

Matt 13:41 "Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him (Greek evlabeto from 

evpilambanw)." The account of Peter walking on the water and beginning to sink before Jesus 

reaches out His hand and rescues him.  
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The Bible makes it plain that Christians are rescued by the grace of God and snatched from 
peril. Colossians 1:13 reads, "For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought 
us into the kingdom of the Son he loves”. Every Christian has been "rescued". Such a term can 
only be used in the context of danger. The unconverted state is a dangerous state to be in. It is 
described here as "darkness", but more than that, it is a "dominion of darkness" because it is 
slavery. It is a state of being ruled and dominated by Satan.  

Every individual salvation is where God lays hold of us and draws us personally from darkness 
to light, the power of Satan to the power of God. This is regeneration, new birth. It is all of grace. 
God comes to us personally and gives the gift of faith and repentance.  

Christian you must never say "God does not care about me". Go back and look at your salvation 
from the scriptural point of view. Get a glimpse of the doctrine of your salvation. Really get to 
know what God has done for you. Then, whatever state you find yourself in you will always be 
assured that God cares about you.  

Conclusion.  

Christmas is all about giving. We give presents to people at Christmas to show that we love and 
care about them. We have thought about them and considered what they would like to receive. 
The giving is a sign that we want to help them.  

"God so loved the world that He gave…….". ""For surely it is not with angels that he is 
concerned but with the descendants of Abraham".  

We are not angels – but of the "seed of Abraham". It is us God is concerned with; to us a Son is 
given. Christian remember this. God cares about you. Christmas proves it. Non-Christians 
remember this. You are the object of God’s giving. He cares about you, He invites you into His 
Kingdom. Respond in repentance and faith. Show God that you care about Him.  

Richard Lee        
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   


