
   

BIBLE OVER-VIEW (2)       

Stage 2: SALVATION HISTORY - IT'S DEVELOPMENT   
  Monarchy to the Exile: 1 Samuel- 2 Kings ( Incl. Pr ophets)   

Introduction   

Creation has set the scene. God has now chosen and created 
His people. The nation is formed. This is now the stage of 
"development" in salvation history, as the nation grows into 
civilisation, becomes established as a nation with its own 
political and social foundations and is recognised amongst the 
other nations. God is shaping and moulding His people for 
salvation history, seeking to establish them as a holy people, 
governed by a holy God for a holy purpose. This is the people 
from which God will raise His Messiah. Consequently, it is a 
prophetic era in which God reveals His purposes, identifies the 
Saviour pointing to the cross that will one day stand outside 
Jerusalem and be the means of saving the lost  
   

1. JUDAH THE CHOSEN PEOPLE    Saul to Solomon   

1) At this stage the nation of Israel presents as one united nation 
under the leadership of three kings, Saul, David and Solomon. 
Overseeing the monarch, God had now created His office of 
Prophets. The ideal system was that the theocracy should 
continue being officiated through the prophets with the King 
subject to the prophets.  

2) SAUL, unfortunately could not accept this role and, wanting to 
be in the same mould as the surrounding nations, saw himself 
superior to Samuel (the prophet) hence the conflict between 
them both. Saul's attitude earns him the rejection of Samuel, 
"...you have rejected the word of the Lord , and the Lord has 
rejected you from being king over Israel" (1 Samuel 15:26).  

3) God therefore replaced Saul with "a man after His own heart" 
(Acts 13:22) namely, DAVID, son of Jesse. This was to be a 
significant move for God, in appointing David He portrayed the 
Messiah, a type of Christ, as the remainder of scripture 
supports, to foreshadow the King of Righteousness, "I will raise 
up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as a king" 
(Jeremiah 23:5, see also Isaiah 11:1, Luke 1:32, Rev 22:16). 
Salvation history is being unfolded with yet another prediction.  



4) As David is so significant to salvation history, a vital part in 
the drama of redemption, it is not surprising that he should 
become a target for the enemy, Satan. Since his appointment 
and appearing on the public scene, the enemy can be seen to 
be seeking to destroy David. Saul's repeated attacks, his 
outlawing of David, the various rebellions of Ishbosheth, 
Absolom and Sheba, and David's sin with Bathsheba and his 
murder of Uriah indicate how fragile the Messianic line appeared 
to be. But, as in the words of 2 Chronicles 20:15, "The battle Is 
not yours but God's", the Sovereign Lord was providentially 
supporting and protecting his servant, and in particular, salvation 
history through the Messianic line!  

5) David's spiritual life is ( despite his mistakes) an example 
against which all other kings were measured. David's 
outstanding quality was his submission to the prophetic order. 
When challenged and rebuked by the prophet Nathan for his sin 
with Bathsheba, David humbles himself and confessions his 
sins.  

6) This leads us to comment on the writings of David in the 
PSALMS . No fewer than seventy three of the Psalms are 
attributed to David (other authors are Heman, Ethan, Sons of 
Korah, Asaph, Moses and Solomon). Here in the Psalms we find 
the mirror of true spirituality in the OT, reflecting walking with 
God (23), confession of sin (51), communion with God (91), 
obedience (1) and worship (100). Within the wealth of ritualistic 
ceremonial practices that characterised Israelite religion, there 
lay, for the true pious man and woman sharing the saving faith 
of Abraham, a genuine experience of the living God which still 
stands for us as a yardstick for true Christian living.  

7) SOLOMON'S reign witnessed the peak of Israel's prosperity 
and wealth. It was a period of political peace. The borders of 
Israel stretched from the far north to the south and the 
Mediterranean on the east to the mountains and Jordan on the 
west. Never again in the history of Israel would the nation 
possess so much land, never again would she enjoy such 
wealth and peace.  

8) Solomon's contribution to the bible is in the Wisdom literature 
comprising Proverbs and Ecclesiastes, and most probably Job. 
PROVERBS, like the Psalms portrays the spiritual element 
within Israel as it's author seeks to define the nation's distinctive 
faith worked out in the common life. Wisdom to the Hebrew 
meant "knowledge in practice". Hence the Proverbs of Solomon 
contain a collection of principles directing the reader towards a 
godly and moral life.  



9) ECCLESIASTES  presents an interesting book which, 
although at first sight may appear to depict a pessimistic 
philosophical perspective on life, is, in a sense a course in pre-
evangelism showing the reader how empty and meaningless is 
life without God. This will always be an up-to date book as it 
draws attention to the foolishness of materialism and the world's 
total inability to satisfy the heart of man. The writer's final words 
( chapter 12:13) are significant in his final conclusion, "The end 
of the matter: all has been heard. Fear God, and keep His 
commandments....".  

10) JOB  presents as a somewhat philosophical argument and is 
very similar to Ecclesiastes in that it seeks to thrash out some 
very down to earth problems that confront most us when we 
think deeply about spiritual issues. Scholars are divided about 
the dating of Job, but evangelical scholars favour the time of 
Solomon. Unfortunately there is no objective guide to dating Job 
and the book itself does not offer help.  

11) Job argues the problem of the supreme sovereignty of God. 
The narrative describes God inflicting Job with suffering for what 
appears to be no reason at all except to demonstrate to Satan 
the godliness of His servant. Job's four comforters demonstrate 
popular, and yet false philosophical views of God, namely that 
He is there to reward the good and punish the sinners! Thus in 
their eyes Job has sinned, hence his suffering. Even Job's view 
of God is not correct, it is too narrow, and he has confined God 
to the limits of his own understanding and subjective experience. 
The book, in fact, does not set out to deal with the problem of 
'suffering' but rather to proclaim the greatness of God whose 
purposes and actions transcend the human mind. -This is 
expanded in the conversations which God has with Job towards 
the close of the book. Job finally acquiesces to the immensity of 
God in the words, "I know that you can do all things, and that no 
purpose of yours can be thwarted...therefore I have uttered what 
I did not understand, things too wonderful for me which I did not 
know..." ( Job 42:2-3).  

12) In contrast to the sombre tones of Job is the romantic style 
of the" SONG OF SOLOMON ", or as it is sometimes known as 
the "Song of Songs". Originally even the Jewish scholars had 
difficulty in deciding upon the canonicity of this part of scripture 
due to the absence of direct spiritual teaching and its emphasis 
upon the romantic. However, its Solomonite authorship won the 
day and it was included in the canon.  

13) Interpretations based on an allegorical method are as many 
and varied as is the human imagination! Many have sought to 
see here a picture of the love that Christ has for the Church and 
the latter's reciprocal response. However, there is a significant 



lack of support for this method of interpretation both from within 
and without the book itself. It is probably safer to base an 
interpretation on its contents alone and see it as a love poem 
depicting an object lesson teaching the real nature and quality of 
human love expressed within a love relationship.  
   

2 THE FALL OF ISRAEL - Jeroboam to the Assyrian exile   

1 Kings 12 - 2 Kings 17. (Also incorporating Hosea;  Amos 
and Jonah).   

1) It was not the intention of God to retain such a large nation in 
the interests of salvation history. In spite of Solomon's great 
political successes the nation must be reduced in size. Following 
the reign of Solomon the nation becomes split into two sections. 
Potentially such a split was in existence during David's reign, but 
it was only now that it was to become evident. Salvation history 
will be seen to exist within the southern tribes known as "Judah".  

2) The northern ten tribes retained the title of "ISRAEL" whilst 
the southern two tribes of Judah and Benjamin took on the title 
of "JUDAH" . Although the OT continues to record the history of 
Israel under the continuation of the monarchy until the exile into 
Assyria, it is with Judah that salvation history continues.  

3) JEROBOAM'S refusal to accept the wisdom of the older men 
and relax the severity of his rule led to instant revolt and the 
subsequent division of the tribes. Although on the surface seen 
as a political failure, spiritually, observed by the prophets it is 
regarded as a divine intervention, "It was a turn of affairs 
brought about by the Lord that He might fulfil His word.... " ( 1 
Kings 12:15).  

4) JEROBOAM was instantly recognised as the rightful king over 
Israel (in the North) and so he began a series of dynasties that 
were to rule Israel with increasing spiritual deviation from the 
living God which finally brought them to the point of receiving 
divine judgement in the form of invasion and subsequent exile. 
However, despite the fact that God's redemption history would 
not rest with these tribes, they still existed as the people of God 
and thus God continued to bless and rebuke them. Many well 
known prophets prophesied to the Northern tribes and our bible 
is enriched with their ministries.  

5) Jeroboam's rule was followed by no less than six kings in 
which the throne changed hands by violence three times in less 
than fifty years. Such was the political and social insecurity of 
Israel from the very beginning of her separation from Judah.  



6) King Ahab's reign portrayed a serious level of spiritual and 
moral decline in Israel, in deed, far worse than anything ever 
known in the nation before him! This decline was largely 
contributed to by Jezebel his wife in her missionary zeal to 
promote the worship of Baal and Melquart. God proceeded to 
intervene through the appearance of two major prophets, 
ELIJAH and ELISHA and the rise of the "Schools of the 
Prophets". These prophets are known as the "non-canonical 
prophets", that is prophets who spoke God's Word for a given 
time but did not leave behind any written records. A short time of 
spiritual revival was witnessed in Israel with the performance of 
miracles and the ministry of the schools of prophets. The people 
rose up against Jezebel and destroyed the prophets of Baal and 
reinstated the worship of Jehovah.  

7) For many years after the ministry of Elisha, Israel struggled to 
survive under the rule of various kings (c. BC 852-782), but with 
the ushering in of the eighth century, both Israel and Judah 
entered a period of material improvement. In Israel, King 
JEROBOAM II was on the throne and he reigned for the longest 
period in Israel, forty seven years. Jeroboam II was a military 
figure and was able to re-establish Israel's frontiers to the point 
that it nearly matched that of Solomon before him. Israel was 
now at peace with Judah and major trade routes were opened 
up between the two countries and together they were growing in 
prosperity and wealth. However, it was also a time of spiritual 
and moral decline, and once again God intervened through the 
ministry of three Prophets, HOSEA, AMOS and JONAH. 
Through these prophecies we can observe that despite the 
visual signs of an enriched nation there was serious decay 
religiously, socially and morally.  

8) Both prophets, Amos and Hosea, attacked the overtly pagan 
elements which had crept into the worship of Jehovah, by 
speaking out boldly against the priests and prophets who have 
failed in their duty. AMOS had a unique contribution as he 
protested against immorality, injustice, greed and materialism 
which, whilst filling the pockets of the rich, was reducing the 
poor to degradation and slavery ( Amos 2;6, 5;10-12, 8;4-6). His 
point was that religious observance of the sacrificial worship of 
Jehovah necessitated also observance of the covenant laws 
which affected life and witness (5:21- 24).  

9) HOSEA'S  distinctive proclamation appeals to Israel's 
unfaithfulness and failure to respond to the love of God. In an 
illustrative form, in which Hosea marries a prostitute who 
eventually deserts him, Hosea demonstrates the wrath of God in 
punishing Israel for their spiritual adultery demonstrated in their 
false worship and immorality. However, in the same way in 
which Hosea reclaimed his adulterous wife, Hosea reveals the 



love of, God which makes it impossible for Him to finally dismiss 
His people. (11:1-4,8; 12:6; 14:1-4).  

10) JONAH , presents us with a totally different image. The book 
itself holds no clues as to its purpose. It appears to be a 
narrative expression typical of Jewish nationalism current during 
the time of Jeroboam II. Due to Israel's new found military 
strength through the subduing of her enemies it would no doubt 
have been a significant achievement if Assyria could have been 
destroyed through Jehovah's intervention. At the 
commencement of Jeroboam's reign Assyria was experiencing a 
time of political weakness, but in BC 745, after his reign, Tiglath-
pileser III began to reign in Assyria. This was to mark the rise in 
power of this great nation which in time would become Israel's 
conqueror.  

11) We can appreciate Jonah's unwillingness to go to preach to 
Nineveh when he knew that, despite the prediction of 
Judgement on the city, they were bound to repent under the 
kindness of God and be forgiven (Jonah 4:2). Yet God's pictorial 
argument with Jonah in using a plant to give shade to the 
prophet and then destroying it, teaches a fundamental point that 
salvation is universal and cannot be confined to the Jewish 
nation only. It has been suggested that Jonah represents a 
missionary tract aimed at arousing Israel's awareness of their 
responsibility to be Jehovah's witnesses to the nations.  

12) Following Jeroboam II six puppet kings reigned successively 
over Israel for the next twenty four years. TIGLATH-PILESER III 
(BC 745-727) brought Assyria to its full potential and, until the 
fall of Nineveh (to the Babylonians) in BC 612, enabled the 
nation to be the predominating force in the fertile crescent 
championing over many Palestinian states for a period of over 
one hundred and thirty years.  

13) After the death of Jeroboam II Israel could no longer hold 
position in the political scene and a rapid succession of 
changing monarchs and a nation racked with anarchy brought 
them to a point of significant weakness. In BC 722 Assyria, 
under the leadership of SARGON II invaded Israel and captured 
the Capital, Samaria. The policy of Assyria, in order to quell the 
slightest possibility of revolution, led to a method of social 
integration through the mingling of all conquered people. Many 
of the Israelites were deported to Assyria, others were left 
behind and joined by members of other races who brought their 
own customs and religions. We shall meet their descendants 
later in the New Testament as the" Samaritans".  
   

3. THE FALL OF JUDAH  -Rehoboam to the Babylonian exile   



1 Kings 12 - 2 Kings 25 ( 2 Chron 10 - 2 Chron 36). (Incl. Isaiah; 
Micah; Jeremiah; Zephaniah; Nahum, Habakkuk, and 
Zephaniah).  

1) Characteristic of JUDAH was its ability to retain the Davidic 
dynasty through the entire period of its existence as an 
independent state. This was important for salvation history 
which, as we know, was being traced through the Davidic line 
from whose seed the Messiah would eventually emerge. This 
was the people, and this was the nation which hold the cradle of 
salvation. It is important for the purposes of God that this nation 
should hold together and not share the same fate as Israel in the 
north with its total disintegration. The enemy, namely Satan, 
also was aware of the importance of Judah, and he used all 
means possible to destroy the Davidic dynasty and thus thwart 
the purposes of God in salvation history.  

2) Following the reign of REHOBOAM ( c BC 931-835) Judah 
witnessed a number of monarchs with varying degrees of 
spirituality. ASA ( c BC 911- 870) began his reign with a spiritual 
mind seeking to obey the voice of God through the prophets, but 
sadly died a miserable and godless man who even failed to seek 
God in the closing moments of his life ( 2 Chron 15-16). 
JEHOSHAPHAT ( c BC 870-848) was a spiritual and righteous 
king, however he made a foolish mistake in seeking an alliance 
with Israel through the manipulated King Ahab (2 Chron 17-21). 
His son, JEHORAM who succeeded him, married ATHALIAH 
daughter of Jezebel and Ahab no less ( 2 Chron 21:6)! 
Jehoram's ineffectual and ungodly reign only lasted for seven 
years. He was heavily influenced by Athaliah ( who probably 
possessed the same strong pagan personality as her mother!).  

3) Upon the death of Jehoram, ATHALIAH his queen was left in 
control of the affairs of Judah after the untimely death of 
AHAZIAH, Jehoram's son ( Jehoram under the advice of 
Athaliah, had previously assassinated all his brothers to prevent 
a rivalry). Athaliah, upon seizing the throne put to death all the 
royal seed who might oppose her, and since she was a devotee 
of the worship of Baal and Melqart, she sought to foster this 
Phonician religion alongside that of Jehovah.  

4) In the providence of God and unknown to Athaliah, an infant 
son of Ahaziah had been rescued and hidden in the Temple and 
brought up by Jehoida the chief priest. His name was JOASH 
and he was subsequently declared king and Athaliah put to 
death. Salvation history will not be thwarted.  

5) Under Joash a reformation of religion was ushered in as he 
sought to repair the Temple using the free will offerings of the 
people ( 2 Chron 24). During the life time of his uncle, Jehoida 



the priest, Joash remained spiritual but after his death he 
became disobedient, killing the prophets whom God sent to 
warn him.  

6) It is most probable that JOEL  prophesied during the reign of 
Joash (shortly after BC S36). Joel represents an earnest plea for 
repentance "Sanctify a fast, call a solemn assembly....cry to the 
Lord" ( 1:14). So important for the need for national repentance 
that Joel calls upon all the inhabitants of the land even, "nursing 
infants. Let the bridegroom leave his room, and the bride her 
chamber..." ( 2:16-17). Some of the most heart-felt descriptions 
of repentance are to be found in Joel ( see 2.12-14). However, 
despite the pessimism of the present, Joel, like so many of the 
prophets, could see future blessings when God would restore to 
His people all that had been removed in judgement ( 1:4, 2:25). 
He saw the age of the Spirit when God would pour out His "Spirit 
on all flesh" ( 2:28).  

7) The eighth century, as we have seen, proved to be a special 
period of political growth and consolidation for Israel and Judah. 
King UZZIAH came to the throne as a young man of sixteen 
years ( c BC 757-740) and reigned as a contemporary of 
Jeroboam II. Economically and socially Judah had "never had it 
so good"! However, hand in hand with material prosperity goes 
moral and spiritual decay. Typical of this is Uzziah's pride and 
his attempt to usurp the prerogative of the priesthood ( 2 Chron 
26) for which he received the judgement of God in contracting 
leprosy.  

8) The prophet ISAIAH  began his long ministry at this time and 
prophecies through the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and 
Hezekiah. His early ministry began during the latter part of 
Uzziah's reign and he witnessed and rebuked the fallacy of 
external religion void of repentance (1:12-20). Isaiah's main 
period of service begins "In the year that King Uzziah died" ( 
6:1) and into the compromising reign of Ahaz. This was a 
disturbed time for Judah as Israel and Syria had Joined forces to 
attack Jerusalem. AHAZ, instead of trusting in Jehovah to 
deliver him, called upon Assyria to help ( 2 Chron 20) and this 
eventually led to the final destruction of Israel as a nation. 
However, Ahaz was now left paying for "the services of Assyria" 
through becoming now a satellite state of Assyria paying tribute 
money. Ahaz had now signed away Judah's liberty. Isaiah 
predicted that such a move on the king's part would be 
disastrous ( chap 7- 8). Many of the early chapters of Isaiah 
relate to this historical period. Internally it was a time of 
syncretistic religion. It was expected that the conquered nation 
paying tribute would also worship the overlord's (Assyrian) gods!  



9) A contemporary of Isaiah at this time was MICAH, who 
supported the former with his prophecies against the paganism 
that was now sweeping the land. Micah predicted judgement for 
Judah who was complacent in her evil ( chap 1-2). He spoke out 
against the leaders political and religious who together were 
supporting injustice and the practice of evil ( chap 3). Micah 
could see that Judah was destined to reap the same kind of 
punishment as her sister Israel, "Zion shall be ploughed as a 
heap of ruins... " (3:12). He saw the repentance was the only 
answer, but it had to be a repentance demonstrated in changed 
behaviour (chap 6:4). The prophet was hopeful of the future and 
saw the kindness of God pardoning their sin and that He would 
"again have compassion" upon the people.  

10) ISAIAH'S message was for the contemporary situation but 
he also had a word from God for the future. He saw that Judah 
would reap the judgements of God ( as Micah had foretold) 
through exile in Babylon, but to Isaiah, Jehovah was the mighty 
sovereign ruler over all nations, and His people would eventually 
be released from captivity with the final overthrow of their 
captors (chap 13-14, 40ff). Isaiah conveyed the truth that God 
had His remnant people ( 10:21, 37:32f) who would be the future 
survivors of Judah.  

11) HEZEKIAH (BC 716-687), who reigned during the final 
period of Isaiah's ministry, features as another spiritual king in 
Judah. Whilst having an auspicious beginning in the manner in 
which he boldly confronts Sennacherib (king of Assyria) in the 
name of Jehovah and subsequently witnesses the destruction of 
his enemy's armies through a miraculous divine intervention ( 
Isaiah 36-37), sadly closed his career in pride and political 
foolishness. Babylon, as a future foe for Judah receives mention 
at this point as Hezekiah naively shows off his wealth to the 
representatives from Babylon ( Isaiah 39).  

12) Isaiah's mayor contribution to the eighth century prophecy 
was his emphasis on the coming MESSIAH whom he saw as 
having humble origins (11, 53) but who through suffering would 
achieve salvation purposes in the interests of God's people. This 
Messiah, although apparently weak and humble was in fact God 
in the flesh who bore the same name and title:, of Jehovah ( 
9:6).  

13) Within a hundred years after the death of Hezakiah, 
Jerusalem fell captive to the Babylonians. The final fifty years of 
Judah's existence witnessed an excessive amount of prophetic 
activity as God continually sought to plead with his people to 
avert the impending judgement, through their repentance.  



14) In order to appreciate Judah's fall it is necessary to take note 
of the contemporary theological problem that had arisen known 
as the "NATIONAL THEOLOGY". God had made a covenant 
with His people on Sinai which required two aspects of 
obedience, namely the sacrificial means of atonement and the 
observance of the moral law. However, this had been obscured 
by the "DAVIDIC COVENANT", namely God's unconditional 
promise to Israel that there would never cease to be a king on 
the throne of Israel ( 2 Sam 7:16). Thus there grew up in Judah 
this concept ( re-enforced when Israel went into captivity) that 
despite her enemies, Judah would be protected from ever falling 
into captivity and that God had promised her a successful and 
glorious future. This Davidic Theology had been emphasised 
through the miraculous destruction of Sennacherib's armies in 
Hezekiah's time. Sadly, the Sinaitic Covenant was now only 
remembered for its sacrificial ritual, the necessity for moral 
obedience almost totally dismissed. The common belief was 
held that so long as the nation performed the daily ritual it 
mattered not what moral disobedience was being practised. God 
was merely concerned with the ceremonial laws and if this 
continued He was bound to bless and protect them!  

15) It was into this context that the flood of prophetic activity 
during the closing years of Judah's independence was directed. 
Clearly, prophets like Isaiah and Micah did not reject the Davidic 
promises for they portrayed Jehovah as the Sovereign King over 
all kings. However, they were also able to re-interpret the false 
conceptions of their day by saying that God would fulfil His 
promises to David through the future Messiah with which divine 
judgement was perfectly compatible. Isaiah's concept of God 
was "The Holy One of Israel", for he himself had witnessed in a 
vision the moral purity of a God who sought for Himself a people 
who were equally holy. Together, Isaiah and Micah ( as with all 
the prophets) pressed home the necessity of the holy obligations 
of the Sinaitic Covenant as an indispensable part of the Davidic 
Promises. For the prophets, you could not have the one without 
the other!  

16) JOSIAH ( 640-609) instigated a radical reformation when the 
Book of Deuteronomy was discovered hidden in the Temple (2 
Kings 22-23). However, JEREMIAH  ( who ministered from 
Josiah's reign until after Judah entered the exile) did not feel the 
reformation had gone far enough. He too felt a burden to urge 
the people to look back to the Sinaitic Covenant where God had 
established particular standards of moral behaviour. In 
Jeremiah's day the National Theology had reached critical limits. 
As Judah observed the rise in power of Babylon and the fall of 
Assyria ( 612) they became even more convinced that Judah 
was secure in the Davidic promises. They took refuge in the 
concept that God was among them in the Temple and so long 



as they clung to the cult their future would be assured, "Do not 
trust in these deceptive words,' This is the temple of the Lord, 
the temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord"' ( Jer 7:4, see 
also 14:21 David Covenant!). Jeremiah cried for a change of life 
style to suit their worship "Hear the word of the Lord, all you men 
of Judah who enter these gates to worship the Lord, thus says 
the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, 'Amend your ways and your 
doings.  

17) Jeremiah saw that nothing but divine judgement through 
exile stood before the people. He urged them to resign 
themselves to their fate (Jer 21-27) and look to the glorious 
future when God's plans would come to fruition ( 29:11) and He 
would redeem His people from captivity (30-33). Jeremiah has 
no longer any confidence in the monarchy and sees only God's 
choice of a "Righteous Branch" in another "David" ( 23: 5f, 
33:15f).  

18) Three other prophets ministered alongside of Jeremiah 
during this critical period in Judah's history. ZEPHANIAH  
foresaw the coming "Day of the Lord" as a time of devastation 
for the nation (1:14ff). Like Jeremiah, he pleaded with the people 
to repent as the only solution to avert judgement, "Seek the 
Lord, all you humble of the land, who do His commands; seek 
righteousness, seek humility" (2:3). God would not break His 
promises for a glorious future which would be the possession of 
the righteous remnant ( 3:20).  

19) NAHUM had an individual task of prophesying the downfall 
of Assyria under the conquering hand of Babylon in BC 612, and 
the entire contents of this book are devoted to this purpose. It is 
rich with video like material describing the invasion of Nineveh, 
capital of Assyria, with such graphic detail the reader actually 
feels he is witnessing the terrible events.  

20) HABAKKUK , prophesying during the time of one of Judah's 
last kings, JEHOIAKIM ( 609-597) portrays the agony 
experienced by the people as they try to come to terms with the 
inevitable destruction of Jerusalem through Babylon as God's 
instrument of judgement (1:2-11). The prophet struggles with 
this concept and eventually acquiesces to the sovereign will of 
Jehovah demonstrating his determination to continue 
worshipping God despite the negative outcome of the future ( 
3:17f) " Though the fig tree does not blossom....".  

21) It is probable, but not certain, that OBADIAH  prophesied 
during this period also. Obadiah's message is against Edom for 
the latter's rejecting of Judah in her time of need. It is a message 
of doom for Edom but future salvation for Judah. Obadiah's 



warnings to Edom reflects that of Jeremiah's ( Jer 49:7-22). 
Compare Obadia 1:12 with Romans 12:19.  

22) After the death of Josiah, Judah was ruled by very 
ineffective kings who were no match for the forces of Babylon. 
Babylon invaded in 605 under the leadership of 
NEBUCHADNEZZAR with Jehoiakim becoming a vassal to 
Babylon and a number of the people taken captive. Eventually in 
597 Jerusalem was taken captive ( 2 Kings 25), many taken into 
exile including two future personalities destined to play an 
important role, namely EZEKIEL and DANIEL ( plus his three 
friends!). The Temple was entirely plundered of all its riches and 
the city was raised to the ground. Some of the poorer people 
were allowed to remain within the city, including Jeremiah, but 
this small group conspired together and killed the Babylonian 
governor and were thus compelled to flee to Egypt forcing 
Jeremiah to accompany them.  

23) Jeremiah was the prophet who witnessed the final end of 
Jerusalem observing the political scene from close quarters. He 
was a deeply emotional prophet who shared the pain of his 
people from the heart. In addition to the book that bears his 
name, LAMENTATIONS  is a most moving expression, seen 
through the eyes of Jeremiah, of Judah's suffering as she enters 
exile. The book depicts Judah's loneliness, shame and 
degradation ( chap 1) under the hand of Jehovah's punishment 
for her sins (chap 2). With graphic detail the last days of the 
siege are described with confusion, famine and desperation. 
However, Jeremiah is a man of hope, and despite the 
irreversible nature of events, he still calls out to the exiles to 
repent "Cry aloud to the Lord! O daughter of Zion! Let tears 
stream down like a torrent day and night. Give yourselves no 
rest, your eyes no respite!" (2:18). His reason for this earnest 
plea is because of Jeremiah's hope for a better future in the 
purposes of God, "The steadfast love of the Lord never 
ceases...." ( 3:22-33).  

24) The prophets of Judah possessed a theology in which God 
was sovereign and loyal to His promises. Their faith did not rest 
in the monarchy for a successful future but rather in the living 
God who had chosen a people through whom He would bring 
salvation to the world. The exile to them was inevitable due to 
the utter rebellion of the people and their stubbornness in 
refusing to regard the Sinaitic Covenant and thus 
misunderstanding the meaning of the Davidic Promises. Yet, 
Jehovah was still in control, "I know the plan I have for 
you...plans for welfare...to give you a future and a hope" ( Jer 
29:11). This" future and hope" could not lie with the existing 
monarchy that was rapidly declining both morally and spiritually. 
For the prophets, it was a hope to be seen far into the future 



when God would make a "new covenant" and " put my law 
within them... upon their hearts and I will be their God, and they 
shall be my people" and each will "know the Lord"  (Jer 31:33). 
This "New Covenant" would need a new king who would reign in 
"righteousness" and be a true successor to David of whom God 
will say, "I have set my king on Zion, my holy hill...you are my 
Son "  (Psalm 2). As Isaiah stated," A young woman will 
conceive and bear a son and call his name Immanuel ", that is ' 
God with us' ( Isaiah 7:14). It will be through this Person that 
God will usher in His glorious Kingdom, from this "stump of 
Jesse" (Is 11:lff).  
   

CONCLUSION  

This section has covered a vast period of Israel's history. It is a 
period filled with historical detail and much prophetic activity 
focused on Israel's progress and decline, from the rich 
beginnings of David and Solomon's reign to the final fall of 
Judah under the reign of Zechariah. It would be a mistake to 
merely consider this as an historical narrative with the addition 
of contemporary prophetical material. We are considering 
"salvation history- Its development". God is working His 
purposes out, seeking to achieve a goal, namely the ultimate 
salvation of His people through Jesus who would be the 
absolute fulfilment of prophecy.  

  


