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Bible Studies: Poland (August 2009) 

 

Studies in the Beatitudes 

 

6. “Happiness through Compassion” 

 

Matthew 5:7   “Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy”. 

 

Introduction 
 
a)  With this Beatitude we enter the second group of “beautiful attitudes”. In this 

section we are dealing with attitudes which affect our treatment of other people – 

the “social class”. The previous four addressed internal attitudes that related to 

our inner being before God. In this section which contains the following four, 

however, we are now confronted with issues influencing our behaviour towards 

other people. In this case we are dealing with the attitude of being “merciful” to 

people. Next we will consider an attitude that, whilst affecting us internally, our 

“hearts”, does determine our response towards others. Then the following two 

clearly relate to our conduct in society as “peacemakers” and those who do not 

retaliate when “persecuted”. Time does not permit us to consider the final 

Beatitude contains in verses 10-12. 

 

b) When seeking a connection between this Beatitude and the four previous ones, I 

think it is obvious. The person who feels “poor in spirit”, that is recognizing his or 

her sinfulness and unworthiness before God; who “mourns” over his inadequacy 

and spiritual failures; and as a result is no longer proud and haughty but is 

humble; who realises their need of holiness, is bound to demonstrate “mercy” to 

those around him, refusing to be harsh, critical and judgemental of other people 

and their own failings and mistakes. Each of these Beatitudes is linked together; 

there is a strong connection. If we could lay hold of the first the others should 

follow. 
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1. We who have received Mercy 

a) In our previous study we looked at Romans 12:1 which began with the words, “I 

appeal therefore to you brothers by the mercies of God”. We recognized that the 

“mercies of God” referred to the Gospel. It is possible to sum up the entire 

Gospel message under the word, “mercy”. The “mercies of God”, refer to those 

characteristics of God by which He has not given us what our sins deserve. In 

Christ we have found mercy; we are saved “from the wrath to come”; God has 

had mercy upon us and refused to bring His great holy judgements upon us and 

hurl us into hell.  

 

b) The word “mercy” teaches us that we are undeserving men and women. It tells 

us that by nature we should be judged and thrown into hell fire. It preaches to us 

the immense kindness, love and grace of God who has withheld from us the 

pain, suffering and anguish that our sins deserve. This, I suggest, is a term that 

we should continually hold in the forefront of our minds.  

 

c) If we were to teach more about hell and the holy wrath of God, we would know 

more of His mercy. If we were to speak more of the righteous judgements of God 

we would mean much more when we spoke of His mercy. But, sadly, today 

subjects like hell; eternal separation from God; outer darkness; the wrath and 

anger of God, are seldom preached. Why? Is it because we do not want to think 

of God like this? We want a nice God; a God who is always gentle, warm, cozy 

and soft. We want a God who gives us a pleasant, enjoyable and relaxing 

impression when we think of Him. Indeed, we want a God who is just like us.  

 

d) Consequently, it is my opinion that due to our failure to speak; teach and preach 

on hell, judgement and the wrath of God, we mean very little when we speak of 

His love, mercy and grace. Indeed, the very word, “salvation”, loses its meaning. 

If we do not speak of these negative aspects of God depicting his thunderous 

anger against sin resulting in a painful, agonizing genuine hell, we cannot speak 

of being “saved”, because we have nothing from which to be saved! You can only 

use the term “saved”, when you describe some awful, dreadful and frightening 

plight from which you are delivered.  
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e) But, does the Bible depict God in this fashion? From a careful reading of the 

Bible, we find that there are aspects of God that are not very “nice” and that 

portray His wrath, anger, judgements and the damnation of hell. For example, if 

we consider a very well known text such as John 3:16 we do discover this other 

side of the picture of God. A text that begins with “For God so loved the world” 

ends with, “that whosoever believes in Him should not PERISH”. It is then 

followed by another statement in verse 18 which contains the words, 

“…whosever does not believe is condemned already….”. And then, at the end of 

this chapter we find the words, “Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but 

whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God's wrath remains on him." 

 

f) But, what is this “wrath of God”? It is not God losing control, or losing Him temper 

and having a tantrum. Rather, it is the natural recoil of a holy God in the face of 

sin. God cannot abide sin; He cannot have any dealings with sin; He cannot even 

look on sin. When sin appears, God reacts violently in wrath. It is natural; it is 

what we would expect from a righteous and holy God. He can do no other than 

respond in such a way.  

 

g) Who do you think gave the most frightening preaching on hell? It was Jesus! 

When He spoke about hell – which He often did – He presented it in vivid, scary 

and chilling words. He spoke of the “hell, where the fire never goes out” (Mark 

9:43); spoke a parable in which He said, “…throw that worthless servant outside, 

into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth” (Matt 

25:30); He spoke of the “fire of hell” (Matt 5:22); He spoke of, “eternal 

punishment” (Matt 25:46). It might be said that these descriptions of hell are only 

symbolic, but it must be remembered that the symbol is always less than the 

thing it symbolizes.  

 

h) By nature, given that we are born into this world as sinners, we all deserve this 

“eternal fire; punishment; weeping and gnashing of teeth”. God’s wrath, rather 

than His love, was our desert. As Paul puts it in Ephesians 2:4, “(we) were by 

nature children of wrath”. Or as Paul presents it in Romans 1:18, “For the wrath 

of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of 

men”. Romans has been named as “The Gospel According to Paul”. It is the 
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good news about salvation, yet, within the first five chapters he speaks of the 

“wrath of God” no less than seven times. Indeed, the wrath and judgement of 

God against sin becomes Paul’s main focal point in chapters 1-3, culminating in 

his grand summary in chapter 3:19, “Now we know that whatever the law says, it 

says to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced and 

the whole world held accountable to God”. Indeed, Paul sees this teaching on 

future Judgement as an integral part of his Gospel message, “….when God will 

judge men's secrets through Jesus Christ, as my gospel declares”.  

 
 

i) But, why have we spent time considering this very negative aspect of bible 

teaching? The reason is this; it is only against the background of wrath; 

judgement and hell that we can appreciate the meaning of the word, “mercy”. 

This is what mercy actually mean. It means that in Christ God has not imposed 

upon us His wrath; judgement and hell. He has had mercy upon us. This is the 

significance of the mercy of God. After Paul’s statement about us all being “by 

nature children of wrath”, he moves on to this wonderful sentence, “But because 

of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ 

even when we were dead in transgressions-- it is by grace you have been saved” 

(Eph 2:4-5). There it is! This is the depth of the grace and love of God – He has 

had mercy upon us. He has not given to us what our sins deserve. 

 

k) Do you know how He came to have mercy on us? It was because of the cross of 

Jesus. God did not dismiss or ignore his wrath and judgements against sin. He 

dealt with these in His own Son. Jesus became the object of His wrath; it was 

Jesus who was “made a curse for us”; it was He who was bruised by the Father 

on our account. Because of the cross God was able to show us this mercy. This 

mercy was bought to us at great cost to God Himself.  

 

2. We who have received Mercy – show Mercy 

a) “Blessed are the merciful…..”  Now, showing mercy does not mean that we fail to 

use the law when someone has criminally offended against, or committed some 

illegal act from which we have suffered. Showing mercy does not mean we 

condone wrong doing. It is important for us to uphold the law and to ensure that 
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criminal acts not dismissed but must be dealt with by the law – justice must be 

seen to be done. 

 

b) What the, does this Beatitude mean? This “beautiful attitude” affects the way we 

react to others when they have personally offended us. It is a refusal to “get our 

own back”; fight to ensure that other person suffers; mete out a punishment to 

another in return for an insult or some action that has emotionally hurt us. It is a 

willingness to forgive another person and not seek revenge. This Beatitude is 

closely related to “meekness”, but in this respect it directly influences our 

treatment of other people who offend, upset, annoy, distress and frustrate us. 

The temptation to seek retribution or vengeance is very strong within each of us.  

 

c) This is such an important matter that much of the Sermon on the Mount is 

devoted to this issue. For example, this is the significance of the eighth Beatitude 

in verses 10-12. More importantly, it features in verses 21ff which addresses the 

issue of anger. Then Jesus teaching on “loving our enemies” in verses 43-48 

gives us further teaching. 

 

d) This teaching is also highlighted by Paul in Romans 12:17-19  “Do not repay 

anyone evil for evil. …..Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for 

God's wrath, for it is written: "It is mine to avenge; I will repay," says the Lord”.  

 

e) This means that we must cultivate behaviour that gives allowances for other 

people; that seeks to accommodate other people’s weaknesses and failings. 

Instead of responding in anger seeking to settle a score, the person who is 

“merciful” seeks to pity the other person and demonstrate compassion. 

 

f) The reason for this change of behaviour is because we also have been shown 

mercy. If God was to take revenge upon us for our offences against Him we 

would no longer exist. As the Psalmist wrote, “If you, O Lord, should mark 

iniquities, o Lord, who could stand” (Psalm 130:3). He then went on to say, “But, 

with you there is forgiveness that you may be feared” (vs 4). We are partakers of 

this mercy in the forgiveness of our sins; consequently, we want to show mercy 

to others, to forgive others.  
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Conclusion 

a) “….. for they will be shown mercy”. What does this mean? It does not mean that 

as a reward for showing mercy to others, God will be merciful to us. On the 

contrary, mercy cannot be earned or deserved, otherwise it ceases to be mercy. 

Like grace, mercy is totally undeserved. 

 

b) It means that when we show mercy to others it is clear evidence that we are 

receivers of God’s mercy. How do we know that we have received mercy and 

that our sins are forgiven? It is when we show mercy to others. For example, in 

the Lord’s Prayer we are taught to say, “forgive our debts as we also have 

forgiven our debtors” ( Matt 6:12). This does not teach that God forgives us on 

the basis that we forgive others. It means that we can only go to God for 

forgiveness of sins if we also are willing to forgive the sins of others. Here is the 

test by which we may know we have been forgiven. Are we willing to forgive 

others?  

 

c) A further example in found in Matt 18:21-35 when a poor servant was in debt 

owing a large sum of money to his master but was completely forgiven. However, 

this servant went and found an even poorer servant who owed him a little money 

but refused to show mercy and threw him into prison. The result was that when 

the master found out what the servant had done he was angry and put that 

servant into prison. Then Jesus concluded with these words, “So my heavenly 

father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive you brother from the heart” 

 

d) But, why are such people said to be “happy”? The happiness comes in knowing 

that we are the recipients of God’s rich mercy; that He has completely forgiven 

our sin; that we are completely justified in His sight, and that there is now “no 

condemnation” to us who are in Christ Jesus. Christian, this is where our 

personal happiness lies. This is my question to you, “Do you realized the value 

and significance of being an object of God’s saving mercy? Are you aware of the 

importance of your salvation? Is the fact that you are justified in God’s sight more 

important to you than anything else on this earth?” 

 



 7 

e) Here is the test. If we have received this mercy from God then we will be keen to 

show mercy to others. When we are tempted to be harsh, unforgiving and bear a 

grudge, we think upon the mercy of God. If God has treated us with mercy, we 

also must treat others with mercy. 

 

 

Richard Lee. Summer 2009 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  


