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Baptism in the Spirit 

Chapter 3 

A consideration of Acts 2:37-39 

by Richard Lee 

“When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other 
apostles, "Brothers, what shall we do?" Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every 
one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise is for you and your children and for all 
who are far off--for all whom the Lord our God will call." 

Introduction 

We return to a study of the narrative portion which concludes Peter’s sermon on the Day 
of Pentecost. There are two significant terms to be considered within this short passage. 
First , “The gift of the Holy Spirit“, and “the promise“.  

Within this section I wish to continue the argument that baptism in the Spirit, as 
experienced by the disciples on the Day of Pentecost, was intended as an on-going 
experience for all Christians in every age.  

The “Promise“. 

In using this word, “promise” Peter, in his preaching is referring to a previous statement 
found in Acts Chapter 1:4 where Jesus was encouraging the disciples just prior to His 
ascension to heaven. Jesus said to His forlorn disciples, “wait for the gift my Father 
promised“. Now, this I suggest is what Peter means when he says to the crowd, “The 
promise is to you“. It is my view, therefore, that Peter is saying that just as they (the 
disciples, or all those in the upper room) have received this “promise of the Father”, so 
they (the crowd) also can receive it, “The promise is for you“. Hence this “promise” is for 
all who “repent”. Indeed, it is “for all whom the Lord our God will call." If you or I are part 
of the divine calling of the Spirit, then this promise is for you. If we have experienced 
repentance from sin and faith in Christ, then this promise is for us. 

“The gift of the Holy Spirit” 

Now, in addition to telling them to wait for “the promise” Jesus also explained the nature 
and meaning of this “promise”. Jesus said, “For John baptized with water, but in a few 
days you will be baptised with the Holy Spirit." Chapter 1:5. The “promise” then is this 
“baptism with (or in, Greek e-n ) the Holy Spirit”.  
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When we turn back to Peter’s preaching and ask what did he mean by the “promise”, we 
must come to the conclusion that it was nothing less than that which was said to the 
disciples by Jesus in Chapter 1:5, viz., baptism in the Spirit. Admittedly Peter does not 
use the same words but says “You will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit“. However, 
although the terminology is different the meaning must be the same. One does not 
expect that the word “promise” in chapter suddenly, without explanation, takes on a 
totally different meaning in chapter 2:38.  

Peter, therefore, is really saying to the crowd that, following their repentance, they can 
expect the “promise “ which is baptism in the Spirit. Furthermore, he is also saying that 
along with this “gift of the Holy Spirit” ( i.e., baptism) they will receive the “power” to 
witness, as spoken by Jesus in chapter 1:8 and, or course, also the experience of 
tongues.  

It seems to me that when Peter used the key word “promise” he was clearly referring 
back to the statement of Jesus in Chapter 1:4-5 and that one of the concomitants of this 
“promise” was the “power” to witness, “you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
comes on you“. This was the kind of “promise” that Peter was preaching about and 
would become realised upon their repentance. If they were to receive the “promise” they 
would have to receive all of the promise and not just part of it. If Peter did not mean this 
then it would have been necessary either for him to explain what he did mean or for 
Luke, the author of Acts, to make this distinction. As no alternative explanation appears, 
I consider that it is correct exegesis to give the second mention of “promise” in Chapter 
2:38 the same meaning as the first “promise” in Chapter 1:4-5.  

It is my view that this “promise” is still available to the Church in our day and generation. 
Baptism in the Spirit is not an historic occurrence. It is a present reality available to all 
those who are regenerate, repent and trust for their salvation in the Lord Jesus Christ.  

If you wish to discuss any of these documents please email me on 

Richard@Schoolofministry.org.uk 

 

 

 


