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The Incommunicable Attributes of God (1)  
  

"God with a character unlike ours"  
   
Introduction   

Let us begin by defining the term "Attribute". The dictionary 
describes the term thus: "a quality ascribed or belonging to any 
person, as an essential characteristic". The attributes of God are 
those distinguishing characteristics of the divine nature of God by 
which we understand His Character, Being, Nature and 
Perfections.  

By the use of the term it is not suggested that something is being 
added, given or 'attributed' to God'. The Attributes are "properties'" 
in the sense that they portray something that "is proper to God, 
and to God only". In our study of the Attributes of God, then, we 
are engaged in a study that is opening up for us a vision of what 
God is like, what we can expect from God and how He is likely to 
act. The Attributes describe God. The Attributes answer the 
burning question, "What is God like?' and will portray to us 
something of His glorious Person and qualities. We praise and 
worship Him for His Attributes, for this is how we see our God.  

These Attributes are the "perfections and glory" of God, they are 
His "Excellencies" through which God reveals Himself to His 
people. Through the Attributes, we come to know God. These 
Attributes will constitute the God that we preach. By these 
Attributes we describe and set forth the kind of God we believe in 
and the One to whom we are seeking to draw men and women. 
This God is there. A biblical study of the Attributes will produce for 
us the God of the Divine Revelation. The importance of this study 
is to define the actual character of God biblically. We do not want 
to make a "God" of our own imagination or creation. We may not 
always "like" the picture of the God that the Scriptures present, as 
the natural mind would prefer a God suited to its own liking. 
However, our task is to "know" and trust in the God who is there in 
reality, whether or not we "like" what we discover.  
   
   

1. A classification of the Attributes   

a) For study purposes, we can divide the Attributes into two 
classes, namely, the "incommunicable attributes'" and the 



"communicable attributes". This simply means that we concentrate 
first on those Attributes of God which are the prerogatives of Him 
alone and which cannot be found in man (incommunicable). By 
this we present "God with a character that is unlike ours'! Qualities 
and perfections that cannot be found within humanity and which 
constitute the property of the Divine Being alone.  

Table showing the two classifications of the Divine Attributes 
   
   

Incommunicable 
Attributes 

Communicable 
Attributes 

 Self - Existence  Goodness 

 Immutable  Love 

 Infinite  Graciousness 

 Omnipotent  Holiness 

 Omnipresent  Righteousness 

   

b) In this section we shall be looking at the following Attributes: 
God is:- Self Existent: Immutable: Infinite: Omnipotent: 
Omnipresent.  

c) In the second group, we will be looking at those Attributes of 
God which can also be found, to a much lesser extent, in man 
(communicable). Here we shall consider " God who has a 
character much like our own". Most of these constitute moral 
qualities within the Godhead and thus they form virtues which, to a 
lesser degree, can be found to exist within the human race.  

d) In this section we shall be looking at the following Attributes: 
God is:- Good : Love : Gracious: Holy: Righteous:  

e) This is the Doctrine of God. This is where the true study of 
doctrine begins. In establishing the Attributes we form a foundation 
upon which we can built almost any other doctrine within scripture. 
Each other biblical teaching must be placed on this foundation and 
be found to agree consistently with these truths. If any teaching on 
any other subject is found to contradict or deny any of these Divine 
Attributes, then you know that the teaching is wrong and must be 
adjusted to square with these foundational truths on the Attributes. 
In all theology we must begin with the nature of the character of 
God.  
   

 The Incommunicable Attributes: A character unlike ours  
  

   

1.   The Self-Existence of God   

a) By this expression, we mean that God is totally independent. He 
has the "ground of His existence in Himself" alone. We are 



different in that we have the ground of our existence outside of 
ourselves, being dependent on one another and the world around 
us. God is totally and fully independent, He does not require the 
services of others or things around Him for His survival. God is not 
supported by anything external such as air, food, heat etc. God 
does not require the company of others as a necessity. God does 
not need the help, counsel, guidance, love or service of others. 
The fact that God chooses to use others (i.e. angels) or ourselves 
to become involved in His operations, does not detract from the 
fact that He is fully and totally independent, able to exist and 
operate without us or anything else. God is 'all sufficient' in and of 
Himself. Nothing can complete Him or be added to Him in such a 
way that He is 'improved' or made more sufficient. He cannot 
benefit from anything or anyone, He cannot gain advantage 
outside of Himself. God is complete and entire, neither lacking nor 
wanting anything.  

b) This independence in God extents not merely to His very 
existence but also to His works and actions. This means that God 
is capable of acting and performing His will on His own, being fully 
independent in His power and wisdom. His use of men and women 
as means of performing His purposes is totally incidental, resting 
on His choice alone and is not to be regarded as a necessity. 
God's independence and self existence is expressed in His Name, 
" Yahweh" as "I am that I am.."  Hebrew hyha rva hyha (Exodus 
3:14).  

c) Scripture teaches this truth - John 5:26 "As the Father has life in 
Himself.." In our case we are dependent for our life on outside 
agencies to maintain life for us. God, however, has "life in Himself" 
and is totally self-supporting. The independence of God is brought 
out in Isaiah 40 and in verses 13-14 where the prophet asks 
rhetorical questions for which the answer must be, "No one 
directed the Spirit of the Lord...no one instructed Him.. He did not 
consult any one....no one can teach Him.....no one can show Him 
anything!!!". Acts 17:25 also teaches God's Self-Existence ".. nor is 
He served by human hands, as though He needed anything, since 
He Himself gives to all men life and breath and everything". We 
are dependent on God for our existence, but He is dependent on 
no one! Consider also Rom 11:34f, Dan 4:35, Ps 115:3.  

d) This fundamental attribute forms the basis for any other doctrine 
we choose to consider. If any conclusion regarding another 
doctrine portrays God as being 'dependent' upon another being 
outside of the Trinity, then that conclusion is wrong. God is alone, 
separate, entire within Himself.  

e) This teaching off sets the glory of the Gospel of Grace. For the 
bible teaches that this self-existent, independent God chose to 
create this world and redeem men and women to be with Himself 
for eternity. God did not need us in the sense that He would be 
incomplete without us. He did not need us but He loved and 
wanted us. This is the greatness of our God.  



f)  Wayne Grudem defines the Independence of God as follows, 
"God dos not need us or the rest of creation for anything, yet we 
and the rest of creation can glorify Him and bring Him joy". 
Although God did not have to create us, He cose to do so as a free 
choice. He decided to create us to glorify Himself ( see Eph 1:11-
12, 2:7, Rev 411).  
   
     

2.  The Immutability of God   

a) It is the quality of God that tells us that He is the unchanging 
One in His Person and in all His actions, purposes and promises. 
He is free from age, decay, development, and growth. There can 
be no change in God for change indicates improvement or 
deterioration, and God knows neither of these.  

b) The immutability of God is clearly taught in scripture. Exodus 
3:14 (remember the Name of God, Jehovah [ or Yahweh hwhy ] is 
a play on the words ' I am that I am, I will be what I will be, I was 
what I was', [hyha rva hyha] meaning that God is the Eternal One), 
Ps 102:26-28, Isaiah 41:4, in particular see Malachi 3:6 "For I the 
Lord do not change:..." The New Testament teaches the same 
truth, Romans 1:23 "the immortal God', Heb 1:11-12, James 1:17 
(Amplified Bible 'in the shining of Whom there can be no variation 
[rising or setting] or shadow cast by His turning [as in an eclipse]')  

c) C. Hodge (Vol. 1 'Systematic Theology'), states, "God is exalted 
above all the causes of and even above the possibility of change. 
He can neither increase nor decrease. He is subject to no process 
of development, or of self-evolution. His knowledge and power can 
never be greater or less He can never be wiser or holier, or more 
righteous or more merciful than he ever has been and ever must 
be. He is no less immutable in his plans and purposes"  

d) We can divide up the areas of God's immutability in this way. 
God's life does not change! A.W. Pink says, "God cannot change 
for the better, for He is already perfect; and being perfect, He 
cannot change for the worse".  

God's character does not change! In the course of time the 
temperament and personality of a man/woman can change 
through illness, shock, or circumstances. But God cannot change. 
He can never become less truthful, or merciful or gracious than he 
ever use to be. His character is remarkably dependable, as He is 
not subject to mood changes or variation in His attitude. Time will 
not alter the glory of His personality. God's truth does not change! 
In our rashness, we are apt to say things we do not really mean. 
But not so with God, His words stand forever the same. He has no 
wish to recall his promises and statements as if to give the 
impression that He has acted impulsively and wishes to' take it all 
back'! He does not change His mind, or decide that what He 
promised yesterday is not right for today. On the contrary, 



scripture repeats the same promises to each generation, 
reinforcing the point that His Word remains unaltered.  

God's ways do not change! Salvation has remained the same ever 
since God preached the Gospel to Abraham ( Galatians 3:8) as 
the earliest recorded statement of salvation through faith ( see 
Gen 15:6). His way of forgiving the sinner remains the same; His 
expectation of holiness from His people remains the same; His gift 
of guidance and protection also remain the same.  

God's purposes do not change! God's plans are permanent. He 
does not need to make corrections because He never makes 
mistakes. No sudden emergency overtakes Him causing Him to 
change His mind. He never needs to revise His plans.  

e) God is gloriously monotonously unchangeable!!! We preach this 
God. This is the God in whom we call people to put their trust. I 
believe that such teaching as this makes it easier for faith to 
emerge and grow. This God is unique.  

f)  How do we understand the Bible when it appears to say that 
god has changed His mind? Does God sometimes change His 
mind? For example, we read in Genesis 6 and Jonah that God 
"repented". We also have a number of incidents in the Bible where 
the course of events were changed through prayer. For example, 
the prayer of Moses in Exodus 32:9ff, and the prayer of Hezekiah 
found in Isaiah 38:1ff.  

i)  Martin Lloyd-Jones says that God's character never changes 
but His dealings with various people do change. God in His own 
nature cannot and does not change, He is always the same, 
immutable, but His methods of dealing with individuals does not 
remain the same, this changes. God varies His procedure with 
different people according to their responses, i.e. whether or not 
they repent of their sin. The immutability of God is not like the 
immutability of a stone. A stone is a stone and will never be 
anything else. But that is not  the immutability of God. His is not 
the immutability of a lifeless object or a machine. God is personal 
in His dealings with men and women, He varies his actions 
according to His actions.  

ii) Wayne Grudem says, "These instances (listed above) should all 
be understood as true expressions of God's present attitude or 
intention with respect to the situation as it exists at that moment in 
time. If the situation changes, then of course God's attitude or 
expression of intention will also change. This is just saying that 
God responds differently to different situations. When the Bible 
speaks of God "repenting" it implies that God's previous actions 
led to events that, in the short term, caused Him sorrow, but that 
nonetheless, in the long term would ultimately achieve His good 
purposes".  
   
   

3.  The Infinity of God   



a) If you are a keen photographer, you will appreciate what it 
means when we talk of setting the focus of your camera on 
'infinity'. This means that if the object of your desired picture is 
beyond the measured distance of about thirty or so feet, you set 
the lens to infinity. Infinity is that immeasurable distance that 
seems to have no end in sight. When looking at railway lines, they 
appear to meet together on the horizon in what we call 'infinity'. 
Infinity is the unsearchable and the immeasurable!  

b) The infinity of God is that quality of God which presents Him as 
separate from all limitations. We know our limitations (well, usually 
we do!) and recognise that as humans there are things that we 
cannot do . With God, however, there are no limits, no boundaries 
and nothing measurable by which we can say 'with God this is 
impossible'' (See Job 11:7-9 "...He is higher than heaven..."). 
Mankind is 'finite', but He is 'infinite'. We are bound by the 
limitations of human nature, by the borders of this space/time 
universe in which we live. Nothing prevents God, nothing stands in 
His way, there are no 'laws of nature' which prohibit Him from 
acting in whatever way He wishes (see Ps 145:3 " ...His greatness 
is unsearchable"). If we speak of laws at all, we can only say that 
His own internal laws of holiness, righteousness and goodness 
bind God. It is impossible for God to sin! But, "with God nothing is 
impossible" Mark 10:26.  

c) Berkhof ( Systematic Theology ) relates the infinity of God to 
three positive aspects. He feels that we should not dwell on this 
theme in a mere negative manner simply stating 'what God is not'! 
In positive terms, it is God's "Absolute Perfection". Here infinity is 
thought of as a quality that touches on all His other attributes. God 
is therefore infinite in His holiness, infinite in His love, infinite in His 
power and so on. When we consider any of the characteristics of 
God that we ourselves find most comforting in our Christian life, 
we must add the description of His infinity. For example, we can 
say, "that grace which saved and keeps me, is an infinite grace, 
i.e., a grace which knows no bounds or limitations, a grace far 
greater than I can ever imagine and which I could never hope to 
measure, for it is a grace beyond description". This is why Paul 
can state with such certainty, "Where sin abounds, grace abounds 
all the more" ( Rom 5:20).  

God's 'Eternity'. This is describing God as being beyond time. God 
is "from everlasting to everlasting" Ps 90: 2. We are temporal, 
limited from birth to death. God, however, is outside time. He does 
not decay with the passing of time, He belongs to infinity where 
there is no end. God is the eternal "I am" ( Exodus 3:14).· God's 
'Immensity'. God is immense, by which we mean that God is vast, 
transcending all definitions, descriptions, and human 
comprehension. God fills all of His creation at one time, yet can be 
said to be in one place at any time 1 Kings 8:27 "But will God dwell 
on the earth? Behold, heaven and the highest heaven cannot 



contain thee.."; Acts 7:48-50; Jeremiah 23:23-24 "Do I not fill 
heaven and earth . "  

d) " Your thoughts of God are too human", said Luther to Erasmus. 
This is certainly were we make most of our mistakes in our 
thinking about God. Our thoughts of God are not great enough. As 
the title of a book once put it, "Your God is too small " !  

e) The 'infinity of God' was being referred to in Isaiah 40:25 " To 
whom then will you compare me, that I should be like him? says 
the Holy One'". I commend you to a careful reading of Isaiah 40 
verses 12-31 in which the limitless God is compared to the narrow, 
small and confined inhabitants of this planet.  

   

4.   God's Omnipotence .  

a) The meaning of the term "omnipotent" is " having unlimited 
power. As an attribute in God it refers to His power to do all things 
either with or without the use of means. God is the uncaused 
cause of all things that exist! " With God nothing is impossible", a 
phrase occurring repeatedly throughout scripture ( see Luke 1:37, 
Gen 18:14, Matt 19:26, Jer 17:32). The bible constantly praises 
God for the demonstration of His Divine Power, whether in 
Creation (Is 40:26); the Exodus ( Ex 32:11); the Maintaining of the 
Universe ( Heb 1:3); the Birth of Jesus ( Luke 1:35); the Raising of 
Jesus from the dead (Eph 1:19f); the sinner's Regeneration ( Eph 
2:1ff) or the Equipping of the disciples for mission ( Acts 1:8).  

b) Whilst we glory in the concept of the omnipotence of God, 
stating that " With God nothing is impossible", let us be careful to 
avoid two mistakes.  

i) God's power does not extent to anything that is self 
contradictory. God cannot make seven times six equal five! His 
power is not arbitrary. He cannot and does not contradict the laws 
of His own making and within His own character.  

ii) God's omnipotence does not teach that He can oppose His 
other attributes. For example, God cannot sin ! He cannot operate 
against His own law of holiness. God cannot act unjustly because 
He Himself is Just. His supreme power does not permit Him to 
perform unrighteousness. God cannot prove to be untruthful, "God 
who never lies...." ( Tit 1: 2, Numb 23:19).  

c) In addition to the term "power" we must consider two other 
terms under this general heading of the "omnipotence of God".  

The Majesty of God  

i) The word "Majesty" comes from the Latin; it means "greatness". 
In ascribing ''majesty'" to a person we attribute greatness to him, 
as with the Royal family. It is a term that contains the concept of 
Kingship, Kingly rule and authority.  

ii) In the use of this term we ascribe greatness, Kingship to God. 
"The Lord reigns and is clothed with majesty...thy throne...." ( Ps 



93:1). Often it is a term associated with the "Throne of God", as in 
"Christ sat down on the right hand of the throne of the majesty in 
the heavens" ( Heb 13, 8:1).  

iii) Majesty lead us to see God exalted as the God who is "high 
and lifted up...sitting, on a throne..." ( Is 6:1), " Thus says the high 
and lofty One who inhabits eternity" ( Is 57:15). This is not 
suggesting that God is distant from us, but that He is Great, " 
Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised..." ( Ps 48:1), " The 
Lord (Yahweh) is a great God, and a great King" ( Ps 95:3).  

iv) Perhaps there is no' greater exposition of the majestic power of 
God than that found in Isaiah 40. Initially presented as a means of 
comforting ( Ps 1 " Comfort, comfort my people...") a disillusioned 
nation in exile, Isaiah 40 provides a moving account of the power 
of God. Isaiah portrays the power of God in five illustrative stages.  

See the majestic power of God in His handling of the creation of 
the world, verses 12, " Who has measured the waters In the hallow 
of his hand and marked of the heavens with a span, enclosed the 
dust of the earth in a measure and weighed the mountains in 
scales and the hills in a balance ?". God hold the whole world in 
His hands!  

Secondly, see the majestic power of God in His handling of the 
nations, verse 15, '' Behold, the nations are like a drop from A 
bucket, and are accounted as the dust on the scales; behold, He 
takes up the isles like fine dust". God is supreme over the nations!  

Thirdly see the majestic power of God compared to the world's 
inhabitants, verse 22, "He who sits above the circle of the earth, its 
inhabitants are like grasshoppers" The world might dwarf us all, 
but God dwarfs the world!  

Fourthly, see the majestic power of God compared to world rulers, 
verse 23, "... who brings princes to nought, and makes the rulers 
of the earth as nothing'". God is greater than the world's great 
men!  

Fifthly, see the majestic power of God in comparison with the 
whole universe, verse 26 "Lift up your eyes on high and see who 
created these ( i.e. the stars and planets). He who brings out their 
host by number, calling them all by name....because He is strong 
in Power". God sustains the entire universe in His power!  

The Sovereignty of God  

i) By the sovereignty of God, we mean His powerful right to act 
according to His perfect will in whatever He chooses. As King, God 
has the right and authority to act according to His own good 
pleasure, and that in all He does He is not obliged to any other or 
is accountable to any other. No one can question Him, no one else 
has the right to argue with him. God does not have to answer to 
anyone.  



ii) The words of Daniel 4:35 sum it up for us, " ..He does according 
to His will in the host of heaven and among the inhabitants of the 
earth; and none can stay His hand or say to Him, ' What doest 
thou?". Add to this the following, " Who has directed the Spirit of 
the Lord, or as His counsellor has instructed Him? Whom did He 
consult for His enlightenment, and who taught Him the path of 
justice, and taught Him knowledge, and showed Him the way of 
understanding?'"( Isaiah 40:13- 14). And again, " Whatever the 
Lord pleases He does" ( Ps 135:6).  

iii) This does not mean that we can expect God, in His Divine 
Sovereignty to choose to do anything that is wrong. Scripture is 
emphatic that "The Judge of all the earth will do what is right" (Gen 
18:25). God's holiness and His love ( attributes to be considered in 
the next session) cannot be contradicted by His omnipotence. 
Listen to the words of Moses, " The Rock, His work is perfect; for 
all His ways are justice. A God of faithfulness and without iniquity, 
just and right is He" ( Deut 32:4).  

iv) When we speak of the Sovereignty of God in practice we mean:  

The Sovereignty of God in creation: God was free to construct a 
universe of His own design.    

The Sovereignty of God in each and every incident where He 
exerts His power: The formation of the Israelite nation; use and 
conquests of Pharaoh ( see Romans 9:17f ); conquest of Canaan; 
the rise and fall of the monarchy in Israel (and Judah); the 
invasions of Assyria and Babylon; the using of Cyrus, and in the 
very cross of Calvary ( see Acts 2:23, 4 27,28).  

The Sovereignty of God in salvation: ( See Acts 13:48, Eph 1:4, 
Romans 9:18-21).· The Sovereignty of God in the Christian life: 
"For God is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good 
pleasure. (Phil 2:13).  

The Sovereignty of God through to the Second Advent: " 
Hallelujah ! For the Lord our God the Almighty reigns"  (Rev 19:6).  

   
   

5.   The Omnipresence of God   

a) We define this attribute as that quality of God that enables Him 
to transcend all spatial limitations and yet is present in every point 
of space with His whole Being. Some term it the "immensity of 
God". There are not limitations in the Godhead. Man is limited, we 
can define our position in this time space universe. But God is 
everywhere at one time, He fills the universe. " But will God indeed 
dwell on the earth ? Behold, heaven and the highest heaven 
cannot contain thee" ( 1 Kings 8:27). " Can a man hide himself in 
secret places so that I cannot see him? says the Lord. Do I not fill 
heaven and earth?" ( Jer 23:24).  



b) We do not make the mistake of saying that God is "partly 
present" everywhere at once, but that He is wholly present, He 
Himself in all His glory, Just as He is, is present in every place. All 
of God is present in every place at one time. God's presence is not 
merely a part of God but the whole of God. A mathematician 
defined God as a circle whose centre is everywhere and whose 
circumference is nowhere.  

c) The question arises, what is meant by the "presence of God? ". 
In a general sense we can say that God is present and active 
everywhere in His creation, sustaining the universe ( Heb 1:3), 
maintaining the seasons in respect of its inhabitants ( Matt 5:45) 
and restraining evil ( 2 Thess 2:7). However, in a special sense we 
can say God dwells with His people ! For example, He is present 
"where two or three are gathered together" Matt 18 20); " If thy 
presence go not with me..." ( Ex 23:15); " When you pass through 
the waters I will be with you.." ( Is 43:2); " Behold, I am with you 
always even until the end of the age" ( Matt 28:20).d) The clearest 
description of the omnipresence of God is to be found in Psalm 
139. Notice the Psalmist's pictorial rendering of this doctrine, "You 
hem me in, behind and before... Where can I go from your Spirit ? 
Where can I flee from your presence ?" ( vs 5, 7-10).e) Paul 
reaches the climax with this doctrine when he asserts that the 
body of the believer is the "Temple of the Holy Spirit" ( 1 Cor 6:19). 
Such a teaching was previously taught by Jesus in John 14 and 
15, "my Father will love him and we will come to him and make our 
home with him... Abide in me, and I in you". Reaching to the very 
height of his teaching, Paul reasoned that the Christian can be " 
filled with the fullness of God" (Eph 3:19).  
   

Conclusion   

Isaiah proclaimed to the people, "Behold your God' ( Is 40:9). 
Sadly we spend so little time obeying this simple statement. If we 
do consider God, we are apt to fall into the error of meditating on 
the God of our own making, or selecting those aspects of God 
which charm us most. Usually we concern ourselves with the 
"communicable attributes" such as His love, mercy, goodness etc., 
because they appear closer to our hearts and experience and we 
suppose that if  we think on these alone it  will guarantee our 
comfort and encouragement.  

Strangely, this is not always the case. You will have observed from 
such passages as Isaiah 40 where the attributes of "omnipotence, 
and self existence" feature, and Psalm 139 in which God's 
"omnipresence" is rejoiced over, that the so called 
"incommunicable attributes" are the ones most suited to engender 
comfort in time of need. I commend you to an earnest study of the 
attributes in order to grasp a clearer understanding of the "God 
who is really there" .  
   


