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“What next?” 
 

A Post-Easter Meditation 
 

Romans 8:34 
“Christ Jesus, who died--more than that, who was raised to life--is at the right hand of 

God and is also interceding for us”. 
 

 
Introduction 
 

1. “What next?” We have had “Palm Sunday” with Jesus riding into Jerusalem, 
followed by “Good Friday” when He dies in the place of sinners, and this was 
followed by “Easter Sunday” with Jesus rising from the dead. But what happened 
next? Is it important for us to consider what happened next? Does it really matter 
what happened next? 

 
2. But, what did actually happen next? Well, it was the Ascension. We always 

remember Palm Sunday; Good Friday and Resurrection Sunday, but will we 
remember Thursday 17 May 2012? This will be Ascension Day. Because it falls 
in the middle of the week and is not a Bank Holiday it is usually forgotten. 
Perhaps this is what has led to Christians neglecting its importance in the life of 
Jesus. 

 
3. However, Romans 8:34 embraces all three events – the death; resurrection and 

ascension. “Christ Jesus, who died--more than that, who was raised to life--is at 
the right hand of God and is also interceding for us”. It would appear to the 
Apostle that the Ascension is as important as the death and resurrection of Jesus 
as he puts all three together as part of his argument for Christian assurance. God 
has put together a perfect package of Redemption that gives us a complete and 
sufficient salvation thereby enabling us to stand before the living God irrespective 
of anything that Satan and the world may wish to hold against us. We can be 
sure of salvation because of the package. Notice how the writer to the Hebrews 
does the same thing by giving us the complete picture from the cross to the 
Ascension; Jesus “endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the 
right hand of the throne of God” (Heb 12:2). 

 
 

4 Several important facts emerge here. There is the actual historical ascension, 
and then there the work that Christ continues to undertake in glory. 
 

 
1.  The historical Ascension 
 
1:1 The event which we call the Ascension is narrated to us in two places in the NT. 

The most common one is found in Acts 1:9-11 After he said this, he was taken up 
before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. 10 They were looking 
intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in 
white stood beside them. 11 "Men of Galilee," they said, "why do you stand here 
looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into 
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heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven." The 
other record is found in Luke 14:51 “While he was blessing them, he left them 
and was taken up into heaven”. 

 
1:2 The question is, why did this happen? It almost seems that Jesus rose from the 

ground like a rocket only to disappear into space. Others might think of “Beam 
me up Scotty”. It seems difficult to conceive of Jesus rising from the ground 
getting high and higher. We wonder where He disappeared to and why this had 
to happen. 

 
1:3 The answer is not all that difficult to find. Jesus had already foretold His 

departure from the disciples (John 13:36 “Where I am going…..”;  “I go to prepare 
a place for you” 14:3; “..I am going to the father” 14:12). But how could He 
accomplish this in such a way that the disciples where left in no doubt that He 
had actually left them to return to glory? 

 
 

1:4 Suppose for a moment that Jesus had merely walked away from the disciples 
and ascended a hill until He was out of their sight. What do you think the 
disciples would have done? They would have gone looking for Him searching 
every village and town thinking that He was still on the earth. Or, suppose Jesus 
mysteriously vanished, just as He could enter or leave a room without passing 
through a door. Again, the disciples might think they had imagined His departure 
and remained in doubt that He had really left them expecting Him to come back 
to them some day. 

 
 

1:5 The way Jesus took His departure from this world was the most secure and 
definite that He could have done. The disciples were left in no doubt that Jesus 
had gone to heaven. They would see Him rise into the clouds and disappear. 
There would be no searching for Him or arguing about whether He had really 
gone. The two angels and their words of encouragement to the disciples also 
gave them assurance of Jesus departure. 

 
 

2.   The Ascension and the location of heaven 
 
2:1 Jesus’ ascension gives credit to His teaching when He told the disciples that He 

was going “to prepare a place for you” (John 14:2). Heaven is a location. The 
Greek word for “place” is τόποs (topos) from which we get “topography”. 
Topography refers to the “detailed, precise description of a place or region”. 
Wherever heaven is located, we can be sure that it is a place; a location; a 
definite region, a site. 

 
 

2:2 This is supported by the Ascension itself. Jesus rose bodily into heaven. He took 
His body into the presence of God. In glory that is a Man. Listen to Paul’s words 
“For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ 
Jesus” (1 Tim 2:5). There is the emphasis, “the man”. Why does Paul say this? It 
is because our need is for a Mediator who is both God (“Christ”) and man. In the 
Ascension Jesus definitely went somewhere. Jesus did not cease to be the 
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God/Man. He did not shed His humanity. In glory there stands humanity. There 
is, to this day, a man in heaven. 

 
 

2:3 Whilst we cannot comprehend the existence of heaven, especially as more and 
more exploration of space is occurring, nevertheless the Bible teaches of a 
location to which Jesus ascended. I learned a little while ago that in searching for 
other galaxies the nearest one to us is 2 million light years away! Whether we are 
talking of heaven as in a different dimension we do not know. But, we are 
assured that there is such a place. Because that is where Jesus is right now. 

 
 
3. The Ascension and the exaltation of the God/Man 
 

 
3:1 The second important significance of the Ascension is the exaltation of Christ the 

God/Man. When Jesus ascended into heaven He received glory, honour and 
authority that He did not have before as the God/Man. You may recall Jesus 
saying, “And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with 
you before the world began” (John 17:5). As the Second Person of the Trinity 
Jesus possessed this glory; He had this glory before the creation of the world, 
but He surrendered the outward display when He became man (“..made himself 
nothing, taking on the form of a servant” Phil 2:7). He still remained the Son of 
God, but He added humanity to Himself; thus the God/Man.  

 
3:2 It is in this God/Man state that He is now glorified. “Therefore God has highly 

exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name” (Phil 2:9). 
Jesus said, “All authority in heaven and earth has been given to me” (Matt 
28:18). Peter said, “God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of 
the fact.  Exalted to the right hand of God” (Acts 22-33). Then there is Paul’s 
further comments about Jesus following the resurrection when he (God) “exerted 
in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in 
the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and 
every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to 
come. And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head 
over everything for the church” (Eph 1:20-22). All this happened to Jesus as the 
God/Man.  

 
3:3 This is what we call “The Exaltation of Christ”. No longer the weak, humble and 

lowly Jesus. Now He is supreme in glory where he reigns “until he has put all his 
enemies under his feet” (1 Cor 15:25). No longer do we see Him “made a little 
lower than the angels” (Heb 2:9). Jesus is now as He is pictured in Revelation, 
the “King of kings, and the Lord of lords” (Rev 19:16). He is the One to whom, 
“…every knee should bow in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and 
every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God” (Phil 2:10-11). 
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4. The Ascension and Jesus as the High Priest 
 
4:1 Hebrews states that in comparison with the OT Priesthood, “Christ also did not 

take upon himself the glory of becoming a high priest. But God said to him, "You 
are my Son; today I have become your Father." 6 And he says in another place, 
"You are a priest for ever, in the order of Melchizedek." (Heb 5:5-6). We are 
further told that Christ “holds his priesthood permanently because he continues 
for ever” (Heb 7:24). But, what does Christ do within His priesthood? 

 
4:2 The answer is found in Hebrews 9:11-12, When Christ came as high priest of the 

good things that are already here, he went through the greater and more perfect 
tabernacle that is not man-made, that is to say, not a part of this creation. He did 
not enter by means of the blood of goats and calves; but he entered the Most 
Holy Place once for all by his own blood, having obtained eternal redemption. 
What does this mean?  

 
4:3 Just as the High Priest in the OT would take the blood of the sacrifice into the 

Holy of Holies of the Tabernacle once a year on the Day of Atonement, so in 
symbolic form, Jesus presents the evidence of His atonement before the Father 
on our behalf. He has passed into glory, into heaven itself, “through the greater 
and more perfect tabernacle”, and appears before the Father “by His own blood”. 
The sacrifice was made on Calvary; He was raised from the dead by the Father 
thereby showing that God had accepted the sacrifice as sufficient to make 
atonement for His people. But He had also to appear before the Father in person. 
Listen again to the writer, “For Christ did not enter a man-made sanctuary that 
was only a copy of the true one; he entered heaven itself, now to appear for us in 
God's presence. Nor did he enter heaven to offer himself again and again, the 
way the high priest enters the Most Holy Place every year with blood that is not 
his own. Then Christ would have had to suffer many times since the creation of 
the world. But now he has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to do 
away with sin by the sacrifice of himself” (Heb 9:24-26).  

 
4:4 We might well ask, “What happened next?” This is what happened. The 

Ascension is as vital to our salvation as is the birth, death and resurrection of 
Christ. Jesus entered into His High Priestly work. In a sense, His redemptive 
work had to continue – this time in heaven. 

 
 
5. The Ascension and Jesus as the Advocate 
 
 
5:1 Quite rightly the theologians state that the High Priestly work of Christ continues 

in glory. Christ continues to present the evidence of His sacrifice before the 
Father on behalf of us. He has “entered once for all” (Heb 9:12) into the heavenly 
tabernacle, but His work as High Priest on our behalf continues. It continues 
because of sin. Christ is continually presenting His completed sacrifice to the 
Father as the sufficient basis for the bestowal of the pardoning grace of God. 

 
5:2 This becomes apparent within Christ’s work as “Advocate”. In the first chapter of 

1 John he had stated that none of us can claim to be without sin. We should not 
sin, however, 1 John 2:1-2 states, “But if anybody does sin, we have one who 
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speaks to the Father in our defence--Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. He is the 
atoning sacrifice for our sins”.  

 
5:3 When we confess our sin we might simply say that God forgives our sin. But how 

does He do it? Given that God is “light” which means He is holy, how can He 
forgive our sin? He does this the basis of the finished work of Christ. But how 
does this operate? 

 
5:4 John tells us that for God to forgive the sin of Christians is no easy matter. It is 

much more complex than we realise. When we confess our sin we need an 
Advocate. The Greek word used here is παράκλητοs (parakletos). A word that is 
used in John’s gospel to describe the Holy Spirit. But here the word is used to 
portray a function of the office of Christ as High Priest.  

 
5:5 A is παράκλητοs (parakletos) in Classical Greek, as would be understood by 

John’s readers, represents a person who is called alongside to help in time of 
need. It was widely used for lawyers and barristers. In a court of law a lawyer is 
one who receives instructions from the person he represent and speaks on his 
behalf. When we confess our sin and seek forgiveness Christ is called alongside 
to act as our Advocates; our lawyer, as “one who speaks to the Father in our 
defence”. 

 
5:6 You may ask, why is it necessary that as Christians we need Jesus to be our 

lawyer? Surely, we are coming to our Father. Yes, but He is still this Holy and 
Just God who hates sin and because of His holiness which must react in wrath 
against sin – any sin, even our sins. God does not view the sin of Christians with 
any less abhorrence than he does the sins of non-Christians. Sin is all sin to 
God.  

 
5:7 It is for this reason that our Advocate, Jesus, is once again called in the Greek 

“the propitiation for our sins” (1 John 2:2). Unfortunately, the NIV, whilst giving a 
useful translation does not do justice to the Greek. The Greek word ἱλασµός 
(hilasmos) is a noun meaning something or person who satisfies the wrath and 
anger of another. Within the Gospel the NT shows that God displays His wrath 
against sin of any kind (Rom 1:18). This wrath is appeased by the death of Christ 
(Rom 3:25). 

 
5:8 It may be something that we do not like to think about, but the wrath of God is 

taught plainly in scripture. It is used nine times in Romans alone. Of course, the 
wrath of God is not to be thought of as some loss of control, temper or rage. It is 
the controlled negative reaction of a Holy and Just God in the face of sin. It is a 
natural response. God would not be Holy if He did not demonstrate His hatred of 
sin. 

 
5:9 However, in His capacity as High Priest, Jesus continues to offer His sacrifice of 

propitiation, appeasing the wrath of God, because the wrath of a Holy God 
against sin still continues – even against the sin of a Christian. We cannot 
approach the Holy God on our own. We need a “mediator” to act as our 
“advocate” showing the merits of His death on our behalf.  
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5:10 Consequently, each time we seek forgiveness of our sins Jesus must act in this 
capacity. The forgiveness of sins by a holy God is no easy matter. Jesus ever 
lives as our High Priest. We need Him continually to act on our behalf. God is 
propitiated each time we seek forgiveness. It is for this reason John can say, “If 
we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins” (1 John 1:9). 
The use of the words, “faithful” and “just” inform us of the courtroom scene; of a 
judicial procedure taking place. Forgiveness becomes legal; judicial.  

 
 
6. The Ascension and Jesus as the Intercessor 
 
6:1 You will note from our initial text from Romans 8:34 the phrase, “who is at the 

right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us”. Another aspect of the on-
going work of Christ is task of interceding for us before the Father. In other 
words, He continually prays to the Father on our behalf. We have a heavenly 
intercessor. The praying Christ. 

 
6:2 During His earthly ministry Jesus prayed for His people. John 17 provides us with 

an indication of the praying Christ. It may be that this chapter offers us an insight 
into the kind of praying that Jesus undertakes for us now. It is worth studying that 
chapter to enhance our understanding of Jesus, the One who intercedes for us, 
and to see the essential issues for which He is constantly praying on our behalf.  

 
6:3 We have the first indication of Jesus’ role as intercessor in Isaiah 53:12, “For he 

bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors”. But it is to 
Hebrews 7:25 that we must turn to learn so much more about the intercessory 
work of Christ. “Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God 
through him, because he always lives to intercede for them”. Here is a picture of 
Jesus praying for the salvation of sinners.  

 
6:4 Did you know that in addition to the regenerating and calling work of the Holy 

Spirit leading you to Christ, was the earnest praying of Jesus Himself. An 
example of how Jesus undertakes this responsibility to pray for the conversion of 
sinners, is found in John 17:20 "My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for 
those who will believe in me through their message”. Having prayed for His 
disciples, Jesus turns to pray for those who will yet believe and become 
Christians – that means us. Having obtained eternal redemption for men, He now 
applies it. You see, the work of Christ is not yet finished.  

 
 
7. The Ascension and the Holy Spirit 
 
7:1 Jesus told His disciples that He had to leave them because if He did not the Holy 

Spirit could not come: “But I tell you the truth: It is for your good that I am going 
away. Unless I go away, the Counsellor will not come to you; but if I go, I will 
send him to you” (John 16:7). Subsequently, on the Day of Pentecost Peter could 
say, “This Jesus…being exalted to the right hand of God, he has received from 
the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now see and 
hear” (Acts 2:33). 
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7:2 How important, then, is the Ascension? Pentecost with the pouring out of the 
Holy Spirit was the consequence of the Ascension. The two are closely attached. 
We would not have had Pentecost if we did not have the Ascension. Indeed, I 
suggest that the Ascension, therefore, raises the importance and place of the 
Holy Spirit. For, as the NT closely attaches the death, resurrection and ascension 
of Jesus, so it joins the giving of the Holy Spirit. All four are linked together and 
all four are of equal importance and play a vital part in the entire Gospel.  

 
7:3 It therefore begs the question, “Do we place sufficient emphasis upon each of 

these aspects as integral parts of the whole complex picture of the Gospel?” In 
practice we tend to select certain aspects of the Gospel to emphasise, with less 
emphasis placed on other parts. For example, we talk much about the death of 
Christ but probably less about His resurrection, then much less on the 
Ascension. When it comes to the Holy Spirit – in certain circles – He hardly gets 
a mention. On the other hand there are places where the Holy Spirit seems to be 
the whole of the Gospel with the death, resurrection and ascension playing a 
much smaller part. Getting a balanced picture is what we should be aiming at. It 
is the NT which does this for us. Look at the complete Redemption package. 

 
7:4 When it comes to talking about Pentecost (a consequence of the Ascension of 

Jesus) it is important for us – seeking to keep within the context – to look at 
Peter’s explanation of what was happening on that occasion. Notice from the 
previous reference in Acts 2:33 how Peter refers to Pentecost as “that [which] 
you yourselves are seeing and hearing”. Pay particular attention to the words 
“seeing and hearing” (notice also the present tense signifying something that was 
on-going). What were they “seeing and hearing”? 

 
7:5 The answer is given in narrative of Acts 2:1-12 and then the didactic explanation 

given by Peter in Acts 2:16-21. There was much for them to “see” and “hear”. 
Peter refers his audience, who were largely Jewish, to the prophecy of Joel 
which was now being fulfilled – or at least part of the prophecy as Acts 2:19-21 
was reserved for a much later date.  

 
7:6 The “last days” refers to that period of time between the resurrection of Christ 

and His Second Coming. We might call this “The Gospel Age”. Peter then went 
on to state that Pentecost witnessed the fulfilment of this prophecy which had 
resulted in the dramatic outpouring of the Holy Spirit. This had been 
demonstrated audibly through the one hundred and twenty folk from the “upper 
room” (Acts 1:12, 15) speaking in “other tongues”. Given that “tongues” would be 
an unknown term to his congregation, Peter, using the Joel terminology, refers to 
this strange speech as “prophecy” (Acts 2:17-18). In this case the tongues 
consisted of a variety of languages (Acts 2:8) speaking out in praise “the mighty 
works of God” (Acts 2:11). Tongues and Prophecy may be regarded as 
“inspirational utterance”. 

 
7:7 The Ascension, therefore, marked the beginning of a new era. Pentecost marked 

the giving of the Holy Spirit in a unique and extraordinary fashion. The 
experience was promised to “all flesh” (Acts 2:17 meaning all kinds of people) 
“whom the Lord our God calls to Himself” (Acts 2:39).  
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7:8 “What happened next? Is what happened next important?”  Yes, in every way. 
The Ascension was the beginning of a further vital aspect of the good news as it 
is in Jesus. It heralded His unique exaltation as the God/Man; it began Jesus’ 
ministry as the High Priest in glory; He became our Advocate; Jesus commenced 
His work of Intercession, and it kick started the era of the Holy Spirit in His 
unique and special ministry. Yes, much did happen next! 

 
 
8. Closing Applications 
 
 
8:1 (1) Jesus our Heavenly High Priest – do not neglect this teaching 
 
8:2 “What happened next?”  The Ascension is what happened next. So, let us 

continue with the story of redemption. It does not end with the empty tomb. There 
is a danger that we lay so much emphasis upon the work of Christ on earth that 
we neglect, dismiss and disregard the work which He continues to do in glory on 
our behalf. You see, the work of Christ is not yet finished. Christianity depends 
almost as much on what Christ is, and does, now at this present moment, as on 
what He was, and did, on earth. Jesus and His work belongs as much to the 
present as it does to the past.  We need to combine the Jesus of Nazareth with 
the Jesus of glory. The NT calls us to consider both. We need the teaching from 
Hebrews. 

 
8:3 I suggest that when we view the heavenly work of Christ we not only complete 

the picture but give Him more glory and honour. It is wrong to think that as Jesus 
has ascended and now “sits at the right hand of the Father”, that He has ceased 
to work on our behalf and has taken on a passive role. No, it is still on-going. He 
has not finished.  He deserves yet more praise and honour. Learn to praise and 
worship the Lord Jesus Christ for what He is doing in the present as much as you 
would want to worship Him for the past.  

 
8:4 Christian! Do you understand the full scope of what has been done for you in 

your redemption? Look at the vastness of redemption. A scheme that began in 
eternity; that was birthed in the calling of Abraham; that led on through Israel’s 
uncertain history; that culminated in the coming of the Messiah, His birth, His 
death, resurrection. And then into the Ascension which led on to His High Priestly 
function which has included His Advocacy work, and then His Intercessory 
labours.  

 
8:5 Learn to put the whole picture. This is the Work of Christ; a work that has not yet 

finished. I am reminded of the words of Phil 1:6 “he who began a good work in 
you will perfect it until the day of Jesus Christ”. The work has not yet finished; but 
it is absolutely certain in its accomplishment. Jesus deserves the glory for all of 
His work. 
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8:6 (2) Jesus our Intercessor – be encouraged to pray. 
 
8:7 It is because of heavenly role of Jesus that we are encouraged by the words in 

Hebrews 4:14-16 “Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone 
through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we 
profess. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathise with our 
weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we 
are--yet was without sin. Let us then approach the throne of grace with 
confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of 
need”. 

 
8:8 These words have to form one of the greatest motivations to prayer that could 

ever find. Look at the words in the text. This Jesus is a “great high priest”. His 
greatness is in His person, but also in the fact that He can “sympathise with our 
weaknesses”. Due to His life on earth coupled with His experience of humanity in 
which He was “tempted in every way, just as we are yet was without sin”, He 
understands us in our frailty. The Greek word translated “sympathise” is 
συµπαθέω (sumpatheo) means, “to be affected with the same feeling as 
another”. Jesus feels our pain.  

 
8:9 Because of this we must make it a habit to regularly “draw near”, or as the Greek 

has, “make our approach” to the “throne of grace”. It is called a “throne” because 
of the exaltation of Christ. He is seated on a throne. But, it is a place where we 
can find “mercy and grace to help us in our time of need”.  

 
 
8:10 Let us return to the subject of Jesus the One who intercedes for us. Think of 

Jesus praying for you when you are experiencing unfavourable circumstances. 
Think of Jesus saying in effect, “I have prayed that your faith does not fail” (Luke 
22:32). Go back to John 17 and picture Jesus praying this prayer – amongst 
others – for you and His Church. Think of Jesus as the High Priest who “ever 
lives to make intercession” for you.  

 
8:11 Why is it that we are still in the faith? How is that over the years sin, Satan and 

the world have not succeeded in overcoming us and causing us to fail 
completely? It is because Jesus ever lives to make intercession for us. He prays 
that our faith does not fail in the face of temptation and discouragement. He 
upholds us by His prayers to the Father.  

 
8:12 This is why in Romans 8:35 Paul, when dealing with the assurance of faith in the 

face of “If God is for us who can be against us….who shall bring any charge 
against God’s elect…who is to condemn”, says in effect, “it is because”, “Christ 
Jesus, who died--more than that, who was raised to life--is at the right hand of 
God and is also interceding for us”. Notice the words in the text, “more that that”. 
What could be more than the death of Jesus? But there is more, “He is 
interceding for us”. What is it that enables us to stand in the face of so much 
spiritual, physical and psychological opposition? It is the intercessory work of 
Christ. It is because of Him you are in Christ at all – it is because of Him you 
continue to be in Christ. 
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8:13 “He ever lives to make intercession”. Whilst our prayers may be spasmodic, brief 
and infrequent, His prayers continue and are un-stoppable. Our prayer habits 
always fail. We are weak; inconsistent and limited in our praying. But He 
continues to pray without stopping. There is a tenacity in Jesus’ praying. 

 
8:14 Whilst our prayers may not always be answered because, being human, we do 

not know what is the will of God, Jesus who knows the mind of the Father is 
always answered. This is positive praying with clear answers. He is always heard 
by the Father.  

 
8:15 Given that level and quality of praying on our behalf, be encouraged with your 

own prayer life. Every time you come to pray think of Jesus engaged in prayer on 
your behalf. You are joining forces with Him. It is for this reason we need to call 
upon the Holy Spirit because, “… the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not 
know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with 
groans that words cannot express” (Rom 8:26).  

 
 
8:16 (3)  Jesus our Advocate – do not make light of your sin 
 
 
8:17 A French man once said, “God will forgive; after all that’s His job, isn’t it”. 

Seeking forgiveness of sin is too easy for us. We are apt to be careless with our 
sin thinking that we can always seek His forgiveness. After all, “where sin 
increased grace bounded all the more” (Rom 5:20). We are all antinomians at 
heart! 

 
8:18 Think and think again of the complex nature of forgiveness. Think of the wrath of 

God against sin – even your sin. Think of Jesus who needs to act as Advocate 
each time you sin and seek forgiveness. Think of the high price Jesus paid to 
become your propitiation.  

 
8:19 Do not be glib when seeking forgiveness. Do not become casual in asking for 

forgiveness. Think about your sins; think about the sinfulness of your sins; think 
about the effect upon a Holy God. Because He is your heavenly Father don’t let 
that cause you to be superficial and lead you to think that your behaviour does 
not matter. Regain something of the “fear of God”. Take it seriously. 

 
8:20 But, if we do sin! We have an Advocate. One is at hand to mediate between us 

and a Holy God. We can call upon our Advocate because that is His function. Sin 
can be forgiven because there is a judicial procedure for sins to be forgiven. God 
will cleans us from our sin repeatedly; not only because He loves us, but 
because in His love and mercy He has instituted a system by which sins may be 
forgiven. A system in which He can remain just and holy whilst at the same 
freeing us from our sin and its guilt.  
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8:21 (4) Jesus the complete Saviour 
 
8:22 “What happened next?” I will tell  you what happened next. Jesus completed our 

salvation. He became the complete Saviour as He completed the package of 
Redemption.  

 
8:23 But what does this tell us? It tells us how much Jesus must have loved us. When 

we look at the complete package of Redemption we must become astounded at 
the magnificence of His love and mercy towards us. Look at the complete work. 
Look at the long history from His birth in Bethlehem to Him being the Intercessor. 
Look at the work and become impressed by the details; the variation in the work; 
the different aspects of the work. And then ask yourself, “Why?” Why all this for 
fallen sinful and guilty sinners?  

 
8:24 There is only one answer and it runs throughout the whole bible. It was because 

He loved us. Paul’s simple words give us the truth, “The Son of God who loved 
me and gave Himself for me” (Gal 2:20). It was simply because he wanted to do 
this. It was His choice; it was His commitment; it was His tenacity; it was His 
resolve; it was His desire.  

 
8:25 When you now hear or read those familiar words, “God so loved the world that 

He gave His one and only Son….” (John 3:16), and you think of the incarnation, 
life, birth and resurrection, go on to think of the Ascension and Jesus in the 
capacity of being our High Priest; Advocate, Mediator and Intercessor. Keep in 
mind the entire package of Redemption.  

 
 
 
Richard Lee.  5 April 2012 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


