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Angels 
 

Introduction 
 
a)   Some may want to reject all thought of angels. They might 
consider this to be a foolish and irrational study. As many reject 
the notion of Satan, so they reject the concept of angels. 
 

b)  Yet, there are two aspects of Biblical truth that must be taken 
into account. 

i)  Jesus believed and taught about angels. He claimed to be able 
to call down legions of angels to his assistance Matthew 26:53 
“Do you think I cannot call on my Father, and he will at once put 
at my disposal more than twelve legions of angels?“. He also 
spoke and taught about angels Matthew 22:30 “At the 
resurrection people will neither marry nor be given in marriage; 
they will be like the angels in heaven“. If we deny the existence 
of angels then we are questioning the authority of Christ’s 
teaching.  
 

ii)  Belief in angels requires belief in the spiritual realm. If we 
already believe in the Holy Spirit we are accepting the spiritual 
realm. If we admit there is another realm other than the physical 
and material in believing that God is “Spirit” then we must be 
prepared to accept the existence of angels. 
 
1     The Nature of Angels 
 

a)  Scripture does not attribute physical bodies to angels, yet 
angels did appear to people in bodily form in the NT such as 
Gabriel ( Luke 1:26). At the resurrection a “young man” ( Mark 
16:5) appeared to the women who had come to the tomb. Yet, 
in Hebrews 1:14 it is said, “Are not all angels ministering 
spirits….“. Here they are called “spirits”. 
 

b)  Angels are portrayed as spirit beings, incorporeal, invisible yet 
with the ability to appear in human and visible form. They take 
on human form for the sake of men and women. For example 
angels appeared to Lot in Sodom Gen  Genesis 19:1 “The two 
angels arrived at Sodom in the evening“; at the birth of Jesus 
angels appeared as a shining thong Luke 2:13 “Suddenly a 
great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, 
praising God“. 
 

c)  Angels are created beings. Colossians 1:16 “For by him all 
things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and 
invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all 
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things were created by him and for him“, will include angels. 
Psalms 148:2 -4 “Praise him, all his angels, praise him, all his 
heavenly hosts……….Let them praise the name of the LORD, 
for he commanded and they were created“ 
 
It is important to acknowledge that angels are less than God, 
they are merely created beings as we are. They hold a status 
that is less than God, they are not omniscient, not omnipresent, 
not omnipotent. Indeed, angels are not to worshipped, 
Revelation 22:8-9 “I, John, am the one who heard and saw 
these things. And when I had heard and seen them, I fell down 
to worship at the feet of the angel who had been showing them 
to me. But he said to me, "Do not do it! I am a fellow servant 
with you and with your brothers the prophets and of all who 
keep the words of this book. Worship God!"“. 
 
Yet, angels are created beings higher than man, Hebrews 2:9 
“But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the 
angels“. If Jesus in His incarnation was made “ a little lower 
than angels” the implication is that the status of an angel is 
higher than man. 
 

d)  Angels can be “good” and some “bad”. There are the “fallen 
angels” . 2 Peter I2:4 “For if God did not spare angels when 
they sinned“. It is possible that Satan was an angel belonging to 
one of the higher ranks who sinned against God and fell 
drawing a large group of rebellious angels with him. 
 
The “good” angels are called, 2Timothy I 5:21 “the elect 
angels“. There is election amongst the angels as there is 
amongst the redeemed.  
 
It is interesting to note that Christ did not come to die for angels. 
The “fallen angels” are not given to chance of redemption; there 
is no mercy or grace of God given to them. Indeed, their fate is 
sealed once and for ever, 2 Peter  2:4 “For if God did not spare 
angels when they sinned, but sent them to hell, putting them 
into gloomy dungeons to be held for judgement“. It is this that 
serves to enhance the mercy of God towards us. Whilst there is 
no hope of salvation for the fallen angels, there is great grace 
offered to fallen man, even though man is “less than the 
angels”. 
 
2 The Organisation of Angels 
 

a)  There are a vast number of angels. Jesus said He could call 
down twelve legions of angels to His aid Matt 26:53. A Roman 
legion consisted of around 3,00 - 6,00 men. Revelation 5:11 
“Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering 
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thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten 
thousand“. 
 

b)  “Angels” is the general name for these created beings. The 
Greek avggeloj (anngelos) and the Hebrew  %alm (melach) 
both mean  “messenger”.  
 

c)  There are various classifications of angels: 
i)  Cherubim:  Gen 3:24,  Exodus 25:18, Ps 80:1 

These are a class of angels always in the presence of 
God, surrounding His throne, waiting upon God, guarding His 
holiness. 
 

ii)  Seraphim: Isaiah 6:,2, 6 (only).  
Their task is to serve God according to His will. These were 
more than just messengers. 
  

                d)  Gabriel. An angel given a specific task of some obvious 
importance. His                             task was that of 
communicating some revelation of God: Dan 8:16, Luke 
1:19, 26 “Stands in the presence of God”. 

In later Jewish apocalyptic writings (1 Enoch) Gabriel is one of 
the four highest angels. Presumably from his task of declaring 
to Mary of the coming Messiah, he stands in a high position. 
 

     e) Michael.  Called the “archangel” from Jude 9, see also Rev 12:7, 
Dan    10:13,21. In view of Revelation 12:7 it is thought that he 
was a “warrior angel”. 
 

f)  1 Thess 4:16. Angels will announce the second advent of Christ 
 
3  The service and duty of angels. 
 

a)  Angels worship and praise God: Is 6, Rev 5:11 
 

b)  Angels have particular tasks within the world 
i)  Sent to minister to believers Hebrews 1:14. 

It seems as if this was a truth already known to the Hebrews. It 
is the OT that explains this teaching: 
See: Ps 34:7, 91:11 as spiritual guardians of God`s people 
 See also Gen 19:15-16, Is 63:9, Acts 5:19 
 

ii)  They are guides   Gen 24:7,  Exodus 23:20,  Acts 8:26,  10:3 
 

iii)  They are sent to comfort and strengthen:  1 Kings 19:5,  Luke 
22:43 (Mg Greek some mss) 
 

iv)  Take particular interest in redemption:   
                 Angels were present at the birth of Christ and the 
Resurrection 
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       Angels rejoice at someone’s conversion Luke 15:10 
                 Angels Look with interest into the process of 
salvation  1 Pet 1:12 
                 Angels learn about the wisdom of God Eph 3:10 
       Angels are present within the Church itself  1 Cor 11:10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 


