
Sermons in Romans 8

(9)  “That permanent Salvation”  Rom 8:31-34

 “What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? He who 

did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him 
graciously give us all things? Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God 

who justifies. Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died--more than that, who 
was raised--who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us”.

Introduction

1. When reading a story one is often tempted to read the last page, or pages first, to find out 

how the book ends. Indeed, this temptation can be with the reader all the way through any 
novel or story book. Yet, it is not a good thing to do as it can spoil the ending or even the 

whole plot of the story.  

2. In this case, however, it is helpful to look at how the chapter ends so that we can know what 
Paul is saying to us in these few verses. We must look at the very end of this chapter and 

see those amazing words that provide us with absolute assurance of our salvation in Christ. 
This is what he says, “For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor 

things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord” (vs 

38-39). This is the Apostle’s conviction that is relevant to every Christian; relevant to 
everyone who is described in the previous verses of this chapter, especially the opening four 

verses. 

3. It is often asked whether it is possible to obtain full assurance of salvation. We know from 
experience that failure to live up to the standards of holiness presented to us in scripture is 

common to us all. Yet, according to this man we too can be “convinced”. That word means to 
be “persuaded; sure; confident”. 
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4. It is as if Paul is saying that even if he puts up all the arguments to the contrary, all these 

arguments to try to prove that a Christian can never have complete assurance, fail entirely. 
There is no other alternative. The person who is “predestined, called, justified” will inevitably 

be glorified. The person in whom the “just requirement of the law is fulfilled” is assured of  
complete and full salvation. The person who therefore lives his life after the Spirit, minds the 

things of the Spirit, has absolute, unshakable assurance of salvation. Indeed, nothing, 
absolutely nothing can rob him or her of salvation. 

5. How, then does Paul present his teaching that will lead up to his grand finale? He does so by 

raising five questions; five objections that might be brought against the Christian to show that 
assurance of salvation cannot be possible. It is his answers that provide the teaching that 

assurance of salvation is possible. This is why he begins in verse 31 with the words of his 
first question, “What shall we say to these things?” It is his way of saying in effect, “Is there 

anything that can be brought to destroy what I have already been saying? Is there anyone 
who can raise any meaningful objections to disprove the certainty of this salvation?” So, just 

in case there is someone who thinks of an objection, Paul wants to raise it and then squash 
it. He is, as it were, becoming a “devil’s advocate”.

1. Assurance of salvation is because salvation is all of God: vs 31-34

1:1      Let us explore the five objections and their answers.

1:2 The first objection; “If God is for us, who can be against us?” (vs 31).  This is his opening 

shot. All through this chapter Paul has been showing that salvation is all the work of God 
alone. Not once has he said anything about repentance and faith, those two actions of 

which we are responsible to perform. This is particularly evident in those words from verse 
3 “God has done….”.  The essence of salvation and its assurance is not to be found in 

what we have done - i.e., our personal decision for Christ. Rather it is to be found in what 
“God has done”. If God had not “sent His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh….to 

condemn sin in the flesh”, there would be no salvation. But, sin has been condemned. 
Yes, it still raises its ugly head, but it is already condemned by God.

1:3 There it is again in verse 2 “the Spirit of life has set you free…..” It was the Holy Spirit’s 

action in regeneration that brought us to the point of repentance and faith. If the Spirit had 
not worked within us there would have been no conversion. 
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1:4 However, the primary exposition of this statement in verse 31 is to found in 28-30. Here 

again the focus is on God and what He has done. It is God who is “working all things 
together for good” in the lives of those whom He has “called according to His purpose”; it 

is God who has “predestined” those whom He “foreknew”; it is God who has “called; 
justified” and already “glorified” His people. 

1:5 Salvation is secure and permanent because it is the work of God. It is because “God is for 

us”; on our side; working all things together for good for us, that salvation is fixed and 
unchangeable. 

1:6 Let us put it another way. It is because “God is for us” that no one can be “against us”. His 

question is a rhetorical question; one without an answer. Of course no one can oppose 
God. Not even you or me. God is stronger than us all. Even Satan cannot oppose God. If 

God is for us, working for our eventual good in glory, none can change that: not even you.

1:7 Before Paul gets to his next question He feels he must give more support to his answer, 
and this he does by expounding it in the following verse. This is what he means when he 

says, “God is for us”; - “He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how 
will he not also with him graciously give us all things?” (vs 32).

1:8 Not so much as a question than a statement. Start with the end of the statement, “give us 

all things”. What is this “all things”? It must be in support of our full salvation. It is the “all 
things” that we need to secure our absolute salvation; to make sure that we do not lose 

our salvation. God will ensure that as we pass through this life as Christians we are not 
lacking in anything that we need to complete the race and enter the glory. He will give us 

“all things” necessary for our preservation and endurance. 

1:9 How can Paul say this? It is because God “did not spare His own Son but gave Him up for 
us all”. The God who has gone to such lengths to purchase our salvation will not allow us 

to fall away. Look at the cost of our salvation. It cost Him His own beloved Son. To 
purchase our salvation God had to allow His Son to carry the full weight of our sin - to 

become sin for us - and then feel the thunder of divine wrath for sin. God did not spare His 
own Son any of the punishment for our sin. Even though He was His Son, God did not 

spare Him. God purposely and actively gave up His own Son to the cross for us. 
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1:10 It is inconceivable, therefore, that the God who has done all that will allow any of his elect 

to fail to enter the glory He has prepared for them. God will fully equip the man or woman 
for whom He has paid such a high price, to ensure their final success in salvation. 

1:11 The second objection, “Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who 

justifies”. Why does he say this? (vs 33). This is aimed at the person who raises the 
objection of on-going sin. Surely, if the Christian sins, even though he may not be “after 

the flesh”, he is bound to forfeit salvation. What is the answer to this?

1:12 It is the “barking dog syndrome” answer. Sherlock Holmes was investigating a mysterious 
burglary at a Manor house and he said to Watson, “It’s the barking dog Watson”. To which 

Watson replied, “But  we did not hear the dog bark”. “That is my point” replied Holmes, 
“There was a dog; why did he not bark?”. “Something serious is missing, and it is what is 

missing that gives us an important clue about the person who has committed this burglary. 
The dog obviously knew the burglar; it was someone known to the family”.

1:13 It is what is missing from this text that gives us an important clue about the assurance of 

salvation. What is missing here? Sanctification; the Christian life of holiness and 
obedience. So, why does he not bring in sanctification? Why is there no mention of 

sanctification and the Christian’s struggle with sin? If salvation depended upon the 
perfection of the Christian life, Paul would have mentioned it.

1:14 The answer is plain. Because salvation does not depend on sanctification. Sanctification 

is important, and Paul has dealt with that in chapters 6-7 and will revert back to this in 
chapters 12-16. But when he is dealing with salvation he has to leave that out because 

sanctification never saved anyone. The Christian life did not save anyone or make 
salvation more perfect. So, using the Sherlock Holmes principle, “It’s the matter of 

sanctification”, says someone. “But sanctification is not mentioned here, is it? Precisely, 
why is it not mentioned?”. “Because sanctification is not part of salvation”. The very 

absence of sanctification is very important. The reason why it is absent is because 
sanctification bears not DIRECT relationship to our salvation. It does have an INDIrECT 

significance as it provides evidence of a genuine saving faith which we have considered in 
vs 4bff.

1:15 So, this is how Paul answers the objection of the Christian and sin.  Not by taking up the 

issue of sanctification and sin, but showing that salvation is all of God; “It is God who 
justifies”. It is not sanctification or the Christian life that justifies. What makes us right with 
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God and continues to make us right with God is not our Christian living or our 

sanctification. It has nothing directly to do with that. It is the justification that God alone 
brings to us. The Church does not justify; the priest or pastor does not justify; our good 

living does not justify; our good works do not justify. It is only God who can justify us. He is 
the Judge, and He alone has the prerogative. 

1:16 This is why salvation is so secure. God has justified you. That is all you need. Do not look 

to your way of life; your prayer life; your life of obedience, or your sanctification. None of 
that can or will justify you and make you right with God. If God has justified you then you 

are really justified; there is no doubt about your salvation and its future certainty; it is really 
secure; He who is the Judge has pronounced you justified.

1:17 The third objection - “Who is to condemn?” (vs 34). There is only One Person who has 

the power to “condemn” and that is God Himself. Satan might accuse us, but only God 
can “condemn”. So, if God does not condemn us, no one else can condemn; neither can 

you condemn yourself. All that matters is that God does not condemn us, “There is now no 
condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus”. If God is not going to condemn us, no 

one can condemn us. Our salvation is secure.

1:18 Yet, in order to answer this more fully Paul draws our attention to the reason why God and 
no one else can possibly condemn us. There is no condemnation upon us because of 

Christ Jesus. Because of what He has done and continues to do. 

1:19 First, there is no condemnation because Christ Jesus Himself took on the condemnation, 
“Christ Jesus is the one who died”. That death was the condemnation. Jesus took on the 

wrath, judgement and punishment for sin. “In my place condemned He stood”. He was 
made sin for us (2 Cor 5:21); He was made to be a curse (Gal 3:13); He was made to be a 

propitiation (Rom 3:25).

1:20 Secondly, it was Jesus “who was raised”. There cannot be any future condemnation 
because God accepted Jesus’ death as the full payment for our sin. We know this 

because Jesus was “raised”. In fact Paul uses the phrase when comparing the 
resurrection with the death. It may seem strange, but the resurrection is as important as 

the death. If Jesus had died without a resurrection then we would know that His death was 
insufficient to remove the condemnation. The resurrection becomes the seal on the 

perfection of His death. So Jesus was raised by the Father; this became the confirmation 
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from God that the death of Jesus was sufficient. The resurrection was His receipt which 

bore the words, “Received with thanks; paid in full”.

1:21 Thirdly, there cannot be any condemnation because  He is “at the right hand of God, who 
indeed is interceding for us”. Not only the death; not only the resurrection, but Christ’s  on-

going work on our behalf, His intercessory work. This is how the writer puts it, “He is able 
to save forever those who draw near to God through Him, since He always lives to make 

intercession for them” (Heb 7:25). 

1:22 How are we ever going to make it to the end? How are we going to succeed throughout 
this uncertain life and pilgrimage? How can we be certain that we will not fall away? It is 

because Jesus is making intercession for us at the right hand of God the Father. There is 
an on-going prayer time. Jesus is constantly praying for us that we will not fail. We are 

supported by the prayers of Jesus.

1:23 It is this three-fold work of Christ that gives us the absolute assurance that our salvation is 
secure. These are the facts, and these facts must be believed. There is a kind of rational-

faith here. We believe it; we reason it out and argue the facts in our minds. If there are any 
doubts about our salvation we must apply the arguments and believe the arguments. We 

must show faith in the Word of God.

Conclusion.

1. Look carefully at these verses and identify what is missing? Look at the words of vs 32-34 
and work out what is missing? If Paul is giving arguments to prove that salvation cannot 

be lost, what has he omitted from his reasoning and why has he omitted it? It is Sherlock’s 
“barking dog syndrome” again.

2. Sanctification! This is missing. You will note that whenever there is a discussion among 

Christian people over the issue of assurance the problem of sanctification always  
appears on the top of the list. People will always resort to the debate over sanctification. 

They will listen to what Paul has written and then add, “But what about sanctification; what 
about my Christian life; what about my struggle with sin”. The argument always reverts 

back to us, our efforts, our contributions. It is as if we have returned to a form of salvation 
by works; the Galatian problem. The argument then turns away from God and what He 

has done and returns to sanctification and places the emphasis upon our shoulders. 
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3. Whilst it may appear dangerous to say this, and I do so with a certain amount of reserve, 

sanctification does not affect salvation and its assurance. It is not sanctification that 
makes us right with God.  Paul has dealt with the issue of sanctification and its importance  

in vs 4-7, and 12-13. Sanctification is important, but when Paul reaches the end of his 
arguments in 28-39 he does not return to sanctification. Why not? Because our assurance 

is not ultimately and fully built on the basis of sanctification. It is what we read in vs 28-39. 
That is the foundation because it is solely the work of God.

4. What we have got to do is keep our eyes on vs 28-39 for the key to  our assurance. Whilst 

doing this we do not forget the arguments of 4-7, 12-13, but we refuse to use the latter as 
a foundation for assurance. Why is this?

5. One of the greatest dangers which is addressed in the NT is that of falling back into 

salvation by works. It was the problem with the Galatians. Paul accuses them of having 
begun with faith and ending with the flesh, works of the law in circumcision. If we are not 

careful we will turn sanctification into works. We will add sanctification to faith in Christ. 
This has always been the mistake of the Roman Catholic Church. It has confused 

justification and sanctification. The Roman Catholic Church does not teach assurance; 
there is no assurance in the Catholic dogma. We need to recognise that we are not saved 

by works; we never will be saved by works; works will not enhance our salvation. 

6. Keep sanctification and justification apart, but also keep them together. The correct place 
of sanctification in the matter of assurance is that it is provides the visible evidence of a 

true justifying faith. It cannot do any more than that in contributing to assurance. It is what 
God has done that is the key to assurance. Keep your eyes on vs 28-39.

Richard Lee
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