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“Amazing Grace” 

 

Lecture 8.  “Grace – Gifts (The Charisma) God Speci al gifts through Grace  
 

Introduction 
 

1. “Is this a charismatic Church? Are you charismatic?” When these sorts of questions are 

asked the term “charisma” or “charismatic” is thought to mean only one thing – whether 

you believe in the gifts of the Spirit of which speaking in tongues is considered the most 

essential; or whether you believe in baptism in the Spirit. The term charisma / 

charismatic has become synonymous with a certain kind of belief system set around the 

activity of the Holy Spirit. It has become a label for anyone who believes and/or practices 

the gifts of the Spirit. 

 

2. Alternatively, within the secular world we speak of someone having a “charismatic 

personality”. This is often used to describe perhaps a politician or celebrity. By the use of 

this term we mean that they have a personality gift which is attractive, compelling 

making you want to listen to what they are saying. There is certain magnetism about 

their personality which gives charm and appeal.  

 

3. All of this is very far from the NT use of the term charisma.  The term is almost 

exclusively Pauline and is used by him in the NT 16 times. There is only one other use of 

the term which is found in Peter. It is stated that this word is used more often in Paul 

than in any secular Greek writing before and during the Christian era.  

 

4. Out of the seventeen uses of the word “charisma” the following eight scriptures refer 

specifically to what we would call “spiritual gifts” – Rom 12:6,  1 Cor 1:7, 12:4, 9, 28, 30, 

31, 1 Pet 4:10. Whether the two references in 1 Timothy 4:14, 2 Tim 1:6, denote spiritual 

gifts alone is questionable. This leaves the following seven with a broader significance, 

Rom 1:11, 5:15,16, 6:23, 11:29, 1 Cor 7:7,  2 Cor 1:11. These will occupy our attention 

because in so doing we will obtain a more comprehensive significance of the much used 

term charisma. 

 

5. But what has this word to do with our study of grace? It is found in the word itself, 

“charisma” comes from the Greek  χάρισµα, which can be transliterated to read, 

“charisma” and is broken into – charis - ma (Greek carij ma). It literally  means “grace-

gift”, or “grace – thing”. The term in the NT (as we shall see) is used variously to 
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demonstrate God’s grace operative in the lives of individuals. Therefore, we are certainly 

within the frame regarding our study of “grace”.  Let us consider the wider use of this 

term which reflects upon the glory of God’s grace towards us. 

 

 

1. Charisma – A Holy Spirit grace-gift: Rom 1:11  

 “For I long to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to strengthen you” 

 

1:1 This constitutes a personal note from Paul to the Christian Church in his letter to the 

“Romans”.   Paul was not responsible for the founding of this Church in Rome and he 

had never visited the Church. Yet, from the list of names found in chapter 16 we know 

that Paul was a “people person”; he loved people.  He knows all these people 

personally. Very impressive for a man so full of scripture and biblical theology. 

 

1:2 Within this personal note Paul expresses his genuine desire to come and visit them in 

Rome. He is thinking of coming to visit them on his journey to Spain (15:24). It is 

possible that this visit was made to Spain and on his journey called in to the Church in 

Rome. This journey would probably have been made in the short period between his two 

imprisonments. After being in house prison in Rome for two years (Acts 28:30) it is 

probable that he experienced a short release, as this was something he anticipated 

when writing to the Philippians (Phil 1:19 “..this will turn out for my deliverance”). Also in 

his letter from prison to Philemon he said, “…prepare a room for me, for I am hoping that 

through your prayers I will be graciously given to you”). From prison Paul wrote a 

number of letters known as “The Prison Epistles”.  Both of the Timothy letters were 

written from prison, but probably during both imprisonments. Yet Titus was not written 

from prison (Tit 3:12 “Do you best to come to me at Nicopolis, for I have decided to 

spend the winter there”) probably originating during his interim period of release.  

 

1:3 It is Paul’s desire to “impart…some spiritual gift”. Here is our first encounter with the 

“charisma”. However, it is a “spiritual” charisma. Given the nature of the adjective 

“spiritual” (πνευµατικόν pneumatikon) the charisma was definitely in relation to the Holy 

Spirit and also to grace. Therefore, Paul is saying that he wants to give them a “Holy 

Spirit grace-gift”.  

 

1:4 We are not told directly what he means by this phrase. Yet it is likely that this “Holy Spirit 

grace-gift” that he wants to share with them constitutes his entire letter to the Church in 

Rome. At the time of writing Paul is unable to come to them so as to share his 
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knowledge with them. So, he takes pen to paper, as it were, and writes out his “Holy 

Spirit grace-gift”.  

 

1:5 First, this would make the entire letter to the Romans to be the work of the Holy Spirit. 

Paul writes under the direct inspiration of the Spirit; this is a Holy Spirit inspired piece of 

writing. Secondly, this phrase makes the letter a “grace-gift”. It is a gift of God’s (Holy 

Spirit) grace to the Church. Perhaps it would assist us greatly if we were to read / study 

this letter with this in mind as it could result in us becoming much more spiritually 

enriched. The Romans letter has often been called, “The Gospel According to Paul”. 

Romans is the Gospel spelled out in rich detail. It is certainly, therefore, a “Holy Spirit 

grace-gift” to the Church in all ages. 

 

1:6 The final words of this text, “…to strengthen you” add support to the argument that 

Paul’s “spiritual gift” is his explanation of the Gospel. It is this Gospel message – when 

studied in the details that Paul writes – that give Christians strength. This letter is a “Holy 

Spirit grace-gift”, therefore it is bound to strengthen the Church and the individual 

Christian. 

 

2. Charisma – The grace-gift of Eternal Life: Rom 6 :23 (5:15-16) 

 “ For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our 

Lord”. 

 

2:1 Strictly speaking this is not the second use of “charisma” as it appears in chapter 5:15 – 

16 “But the free gift (charisma) is not like the trespass. For if many died through one 

man's trespass, much more have the grace of God and the free gift by the grace of that 

one man Jesus Christ abounded for many.  And the free gift is not like the result of that 

one man's sin. For the judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but the 

free gift (charisma) following many trespasses brought justification”. In this passage Paul 

explains the grace (charisma) of the Gospel in Christ compared with the lost of paradise 

through Adam. The charisma (grace-gift) has brought us something must greater than 

even that which Adam lost at the Fall. Such is this “super-abounding” grace that forgives 

all sin and brings justification through Christ (Rom 5:17-21). 

 

2:2 In Rom 6:23 Paul summarises the teaching of Romans 5 by simply saying that whereas 

sin brings it’s deserved wages in terms of eternal death, so the Gospel in Christ brings 

the charisma (grace-gift) of eternal life.  
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2:3 It is here that we see how “mercy” is portrayed against “grace”. If the wages of sin 

means that eternal death is earned and received as one’s due for work carried out in 

disobedience, so grace presupposes mercy. We deserved death because we have 

worked out our sin in life. But it is by God’s mercy that we are not going to receive our 

deserts – the “wages of sin”. In its place He gives us His charisma, His grace-gift, in the 

form of eternal life in Christ Jesus. In other words, we do not get what we do deserve – 

the wages of sin which is death -, but we do get what we do not deserve, eternal life.  

 

2:4 However, we must not divorce this text from the whole chapter. The use of the 

preposition “For” indicates that Paul is using this as a conclusion to his teaching in 

chapter 6.  What is chapter 6 teaching and how does verse 23 form his conclusion? 

 

2:5 It is the opening verse that gives us the clue when he states, “What shall we say then? 

Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound?”  The entire chapter is designed to 

answer this rhetorical question that is directed to the so-called Christian who might think 

that he or she can sin with impunity simply because of being justified through faith. It is 

the thought that says eternal life is guaranteed irrespective of a life in which sin 

continues to be entertained. His argument is simply that a truly justified person just 

cannot behave in this fashion especially given that they are “no longer under law but 

under grace”. In other words, grace will not permit a Christian to sin with impunity. 

 

2:6 The final verse in the chapter, “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is 

eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord”. It serves both as a simple statement of fact and a 

serious warning. It is a fact that sin will lead to eternal death in hell. It is a fact that the 

“grace-gift” of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ.  

 

2:7 But it is also a dire warning for anyone who thinks that they can treat sin so lightly under 

the presumption that they will inherit eternal life. 

 

3. Gifts that God will not withdraw Rom 11:29 

 

3:1 What is the future for Israel? When Paul wrote his letter to the Church in Rome he was 

writing to a Church that was probably dominated by Gentile believers. There would be 

some Jewish believers present, but largely it was a Gentile Church. What was his 

objective in writing this letter? It is probable that the Church in Rome was having 

difficulty in holding both Jews and Gentiles together as one people of God. Unity was the 

problem. 
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3:2 This is evidenced by the wording found in chapter 12:16, “Live in harmony with one 

another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be wise in your own 

sight”. This theme is repeated in chapter 15:5-6, “May the God of endurance and 

encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ 

Jesus that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ”. This is then supported by chapter 14 in which he urges the “strong” (in faith) to 

have patience with the “weak” over the matter of foods and days. The problem for this 

Church was how Jews and Gentiles could  accommodate each other, living in peace and 

harmony.  

 

3:3 The same theme is then met in chapter 11 where Paul seeks to explain the future of the 

Jewish nation. Throughout his argument he has to keep in mind the possible negative 

response that he might get from the Gentiles especially when, using OT quotations he 

speaks about the failure of the Jews in very strong language, as it is written, "God gave 

them a spirit of stupor, eyes that would not see and ears that would not hear, down to 

this very day."  And David says, "Let their table become a snare and a trap, a stumbling 

block and a retribution for them;   let their eyes be darkened so that they cannot see, and 

bend their backs forever." (11:8-10). To which he adds, only a “remnant” (11:5), namely 

“the elect” (11:7) have obtained salvation from among the Jews.  

 

3:4 To the Gentile mind this would sound very pleasing and would likely give rise to pride, 

arrogance and a despising of the Jewish brethren. So Paul has to challenge the Gentiles 

informing them that God had great future plans for Israel, “Now I am speaking to you 

Gentiles. Inasmuch then as I am an apostle to the Gentiles, I magnify my ministry   in 

order somehow to make my fellow Jews jealous, and thus save some of them.  For if 

their rejection means the reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance mean but 

life from the dead?” (11:13-15). Furthermore, “But if some of the branches were broken 

off, and you, although a wild olive shoot, were grafted in among the others and now 

share in the nourishing root of the olive tree,  do not be arrogant toward the branches. If 

you are, remember it is not you who support the root, but the root that supports you.  

Then you will say, "Branches were broken off so that I might be grafted in."  That is true. 

They were broken off because of their unbelief, but you stand fast through faith. So do 

not become proud, but fear.  For if God did not spare the natural branches, neither will 

he spare you.  Note then the kindness and the severity of God: severity toward those 

who have fallen, but God's kindness to you, provided you continue in his kindness. 

Otherwise you too will be cut off” (11:17-22). 
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3:5 It is within the context of Paul outlining the future blessings that God has planned for 

Israel as a nation that Paul comes to make this principle statement, “For the gifts and the 

calling of God are irrevocable”. God’s future plans for Israel are “unchangeable” (11:29). 

All God’s promises regarding the future of Israel will never be rescinded. God will never 

go back on His word and withdraw His promises.  

 

3:6 The charisma in this regard is spelled out for us in Romans 9:4-5 “They are Israelites, 

and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the 

worship, and the promises.  To them belong the patriarchs, and from their race, 

according to the flesh, is the Christ, who is God over all, blessed forever. Amen”. God 

provided Israel with many grace-gifts (charisma) marking them out as His special 

people. Israel still possess these grace-gifts, they are still God’s valued people even 

though only a small elect remnant is currently being saved with the remainder being 

“hardened” waiting for the time when this hardening will be lifted and so “all Israel will be 

saved”.  Additionally, Israel had a special “calling” from God; a calling that has never 

been withdrawn.  

 

3:7 How does this statement in verse 29 apply to us? It is a principle statement. In other 

words, Paul has made reference to an essential theological characteristic about God that 

is very important for us. When God provides us with His charisma (grace-gifts) He does 

not take them back. When God calls us by His grace into His Kingdom He does not 

cancel that calling. God does not change His mind.  

 

3:8 The Greek word (ἀµεταµέλητα ametameleta) in Rom 11:29 that is translated variably as, 

“irrevocable” or “without repentance” means “not to be taken back; not to feel sorry 

about; not regret”. God never regrets that He has called any of us into His Kingdom. He 

does not consider that He has made a mistake and therefore feels He should take back 

His charisma from us.  

 

3:9 This, of course, is a fundamental truth found repeatedly within the Old Testament 

especially within the writing of Isaiah. For example, “This is the purpose that is purposed 

concerning the whole earth, and this is the hand that is stretched out over all the nations.  

For the LORD of hosts has purposed, and who will annul it? His hand is stretched out, 

and who will turn it back? (Isaiah 14:26-27). When God has formed a plan and acted no 

one can thwart Him; not one can “annul it”, meaning no one can “frustrate” His actions. 

Then again, “declaring the end from the beginning and from ancient times things not yet 
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done, saying, 'My counsel shall stand, and I will accomplish all my purpose” (Isaiah 

46:10).  

 

3:10 Clearer still, “God is not man, that he should lie, or a son of man, that he should change 

his mind.” (Numb 23:;19). And again, "The LORD has sworn and will not change his 

mind, "You are a priest forever after the order of Melchizedek." (Ps 110:4). Hebrews 71 

comments on this, “The Lord has sworn and will not change his mind, 'You are a priest 

forever.'" 

 

3:11 Salvation cannot be lost because God who has “called” us and who has given us His 

charisma (grace-gift) will never remove that salvation. Once God has said something it is 

fixed; it is “written in stone”, it cannot be removed. This is because never changes His 

mind. The charisma of salvation is ours for eternity. It is a fixed principle that God never 

changes His mind and so all of His “gifts” and “callings” are unchangeable, cannot be 

withdrawn.  

 

3:12 This is the strength of God’s saving grace; His “grace-gifts”.  

 

 

4. Marriage or Single – it is a grace-gift: 1 Cor 7 :7 

 “But each has his own gift from God, one of one kind and one of another” . 

 

4:1 This is our third consideration of the NT use of the word “charisma”. On this occasion the 

word occurs in a most unusual setting given that Paul’s theme here is marriage. Within 

this chapter Paul is addressing the intimate aspects of marriage between a man and a 

woman (vs 2 – 5); separation and divorce (vs 10-16), and the single state (vs 1, 25-40).  

 

4:2 A much larger portion of the chapter is devoted to Paul’s support of those who wish to 

remain single, than to marriage itself. The reason for this is that to be unmarried within 

the culture of the NT was to be in a lower class of people.  If women were viewed as 

second class citizens, unmarried women were seen as third class. There is no OT or NT 

word for “bachelor” or “spinster” as marriage was always regarded as the norm for 

everyone. But what about those who did not want to get married – men and women? Is 

such a condition to be regarded as abnormal? In this chapter Paul argues against the 

prevailing culture of his day (and to a certain extend our own day) when the unmarried 

were looked down upon as lower class citizens.  
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4:3 It is interesting to note that Paul devotes the larger portion of his chapter to the single 

whether they be those who have chosen or reluctantly are single through non-marriage, 

separation and divorce, and widowhood. Whilst he seems to favour remaining single in 

view of “the coming distress” (vs 26, whatever that means), he does not urge celibacy or 

virginity upon the Church in the same way that the Roman Catholic system does and 

has done from about the second century to the Reformation. The single state was not a 

more spiritual condition in contrast to the married state. 

 

4:4 For Paul whether marriage or being single was a charisma (grace-gift) from God. This is 

what he means in vs 7 “I wish that all were as I myself am. But each has his own gift 

(charisma) from God, one of one kind and one of another”. The use of the preposition 

“but” is very important. For reasons which he expresses in this chapter Paul believes 

that it is better to be single. However, he does not disparage marriage or condemn as 

unspiritual those who wish to become married. For Paul both states are God given. He 

says that each person has received from God “his own charisma (grace-gift)” to be 

single or married.  

 

4:5 This teaching is then re-enforced in vs 17 when Paul states, “Only let each person lead 

the life that the Lord has assigned to him, and to which God has called him”.  Here is 

Paul’s insight into the mystery of the sovereignty of God worked out in terms of each 

person’s life – even the finer details of a person’s existence. Does God have a plan for 

our lives? Perhaps this verse confirms this for us.  

 

4:6 As part of the charisma (grace-gift) that we receive as individuals there is a “life that the 

Lord has assigned” to us. The Greek reads literally, “Only each as God has assigned”. 

All English translations appear to struggle with this wording. The NIV has “Nevertheless, 

each one should retain the place in life that the Lord assigned to him”, with the NKJV  

"But as God has distributed to each one". The context, of course, is still marriage or 

singleness and must be interpreted in the light of verse 7 “But each has his own gift from 

God”. The Greek word ἐµέρισεν (emerisen) means, “assign, apportion; as apportioning 

out something to someone”. It is the same word Paul uses when describing his own 

mission field, “But we will not boast beyond limits, but will boast only with regard to the 

area of influence God assigned to us, to reach even to you" (2 Cor 10:13).  

 

4:7 Yet, it does beg the question why we should think of God assigning; distributing, or 

apportioning out something (charisma) to someone only in terms of marriage or 

singleness. Surely, we can apply this principle to other areas of life as Paul seems to do 
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in verses 18-24 applying the principle to Jewish circumcision (but with an important rider 

in vs 19) and slavery, although he even adds another rider about securing freedom if 

possible. Paul has identified, therefore, three areas of life that are, according to Paul, 

assigned to us by God; part of the charisma (grace-gift).  

 

4:8 There is no reason why this same principle found in vs 17 (and vs 7) cannot be extended 

to encompass the whole of one’s personal life. God gives us His grace-gifts reaching in 

all areas of life. We all have our charisma (grace-gift) from God. Every Christian must, 

therefore, be a charismatic. 

 

5. Daily  Preservation – is a grace-gift:  2 Cor 1:11  

“You also must help us by prayer, so that many will give thanks on our behalf for the 

blessing granted us through the prayers of many” 2 Corinthians 1:11 (ESV). 

 

5:1 The context runs from verse 8 where Paul has described his sufferings as a missionary 

which were so intense that “we despaired of life itself…..we felt that we had received the 

sentence of death” (vs 8-9). But God had delivered Paul and his fellow workers through 

which he and others had learned to rely more deeply upon God (vs 9,10).  However, Paul 

was looking for assistance from the Corinthians in terms of their prayers, “You also must 

help us by prayer” which must come from “many” (persons).  

 

5:2 However, where does the word charisma appear in this text? The NIV gets near when it 

translates, “the gracious favour granted….” The context seems to indicate that the 

charisma (grace-gift) element is found in the way God intervened and delivered Paul and 

his friends from “the affliction we experienced in Asia” (Ephesus); suffering that could 

have led to their death (vs 8). The charisma here is the intervention of God in a time of 

acute persecution and opposition.  

 

5:3 This form of charisma (grace-gift) can only be understood as we investigate the words 

Paul uses in vs 8 when describing the kind of persecution Paul and his friends endured 

and from which God delivered them. First, Paul talks about “affliction”. The Greek word 

used means “pressurised; squeezed”. It is the same word used when Mark talked about 

Jesus being pressed on every side with the crowd as the throng of people gathered 

tightly around Him, pushing and shoving Him. Paul and his friends were being heavily 

pressurised by their opponents. It is also used to portray “persecution”, except the Greek 

word carries the concept of someone being under severe pressure which might include 

psychological stress as well as physical pain.  
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5:4 Indeed, the next word in the sentence has a modern psychological ring to it, “utterly 

burdened…”. Only one Greek word is used here, ὑπερβολὴν (huperbolen) from which 

we have “hyperbole” which means, “that which exceeds description”. It might be 

rendered in a modern style as “over-the-top” (OTT). The level of suffering both physical 

and psychological was such that it was almost beyond description.  

 

5:5 To this is added the words, “beyond our strength”, meaning, “suffering far above 

anything that had the ability to endure”. The Greek literally reads, “beyond our power”. 

The nature and severity of the suffering was so great they did not have the resources –

either physical or psychological - to cope with it.  

 

5:6 It is at this stage that Paul adds, “we despaired of life itself. Indeed we felt that we had 

received the sentence of death” (vs 8-9). So intense was the persecution from hostile 

forces that Paul and his friends believed they were going to die.  

 

5:7 Within the pages of the NT we are given very little insight into the sufferings endured by 

Paul and his friends as they struggled to bring the Gospel to different cities. 

Occasionally, however we are given a glimpse and this is one of those passages. Later 

within this letter Paul will provide us with a brief outline of the kinds of sufferings he did 

endure for the Gospel. For this we turn to 2 Corinthians 11:23-28 in a context where he 

is arguing to prove himself as a genuine Apostle against false apostles. He says, “Are 

they servants of Christ? I am a better one-- I am talking like a madman-- with far greater 

labors, far more imprisonments, with countless beatings, and often near death.  Five 

times I received at the hands of the Jews the forty lashes less one.  Three times I was 

beaten with rods. Once I was stoned. Three times I was shipwrecked; a night and a day I 

was adrift at sea;  on frequent journeys, in danger from rivers, danger from robbers, 

danger from my own people, danger from Gentiles, danger in the city, danger in the 

wilderness, danger at sea, danger from false brothers;  in toil and hardship, through 

many a sleepless night, in hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold and exposure”.  

 

5:8 He then adds one final area of suffering by saying, “And, apart from other things, there is 

the daily pressure on me of my anxiety for all the churches” (vs 24). Did Paul consider 

this to be the greater burden? 

 

5:9 However, it is within the context of Paul’s sufferings glimpsed in chapter 1:8-9 and then 

in chapter 11, that Paul acknowledges the charisma which he has received. To him, this 
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charisma was the wonderful way that God intervened in the midst of their affliction and 

delivered them all; “God….He delivered us from such a deadly peril….” (2 Cor 1:9-10).  

 

5:10 Are we charismatics? Yes, I hope we are if we believe that God in His grace protects us 

from many ills, sufferings and dangers. Throughout each day we are exposed to various 

dangers – in the home, on the road, in public. We survive the day because of His grace. 

He is protecting us every moment of every day; much of which we have not the slightest 

idea. How many road accidents have we narrowing missed? How many illness have we 

not caught? How many known struggles have we been delivered from? We are 

surrounded by God’s grace working to protect us – much of which we do not have the 

lightest awareness. 

 

Conclusion  

 

1. Peter speaks of “God’s varied grace” (1 Peter 4:10).  The word translated “varied” 

means, “many coloured, diverse”.  It was used to describe nature with its vast array of 

colours, shapes and sizes. Throughout this series on the subject of grace we have come 

to see that God’s grace is manifold, various and very diverse. His grace seems to have 

so many different shades and colours.  

 

2. Paul used many adjectives and describing words to show the greatness of God’s grace. 

We saw that God’s grace is given to everyone whoever they are – Christian or non-

Christian the world over – within His “Common Grace”.  

 

3. But grace really began to shine we seen in the wonder of salvation. Grace ran from 

“Bethlehem to Calvary” in the birth, life and death of Jesus. Grace shone brightly in 

personal salvation which began before the universe was created and flowed out to us as 

individuals as God set His saving grace upon us.  

 

4. Grace did not end with salvation because it continued to be portrayed in our spiritual 

preservation. If we are to ask, “How is I am still a Christian; still believing in Christ for my 

salvation?” The answer is – because of persevering, safeguarding grace. God has kept 

us in His grace. 

 

5. Grace also takes us through the on-going process of sanctification. We are enabled to 

fight against “the world, flesh and the devil” because of sanctifying grace.  
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6. Then we found “helping grace” in the “Throne of grace”. Grace available to us at anytime 

to use for any time of need.  

 

7. Finally, within this section we have seen something of the NT’s extensive use of 

“charisma”. Not confined merely to the spiritual gifts, but having a wider use applicable to 

many other facets of life.  

 

8. This must bring us to the view that Grace is an essential and fundamental part of NT 

teaching and the Christian life. Let us never be superficial about God’s grace to us. Let 

us always be thankful for grace in the past – our salvation, protection, sanctification – in 

the years that have gone. Let us praise Him for the grace He is giving us right now in the 

present as we live, breathe and worship. But let us also think much about the wealth of 

grace which is yet to come to us. This future grace.  

 

9. Think of the imagery of the waterfall.  Looking at the water flowing down stream we 

remember past grace. Relishing the water pouring down over the rocks keeps us aware 

of present grace. Looking back up the river we see future grace which is yet to become 

our possession.  

 

 

Richard Lee.   29 July 2014 

 


