
Poland Summer Camp 2017 

Sermon / Studies in John 17 
  

7. God's love for God's people: 25-26 

Introduction 

Verse 25  "Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, and they know that 
you have sent me. 

"Righteous Father, 

Notice how the Son of God gives the Father these important titles. He is  the only "Holy Father" (vs 
11), and now He is using a similar title, "Righteous Father” (25). This latter term, whilst containing 
the element of holiness, also points to God's justice. The term  δίκαιε in the Greek means also 
"just, true". So Jesus is assimilating the righteousness of God within the endearing term “Father”. 

though the world does not know you 

The use of the term "world" is significant in John as it usually applies to the Gentiles. The Gentiles 
as a whole did not know God and were termed (later by Paul) to be "without God” (Eph 2:11) even 
though many of them were religious worshipping various gods. Paul uses a Greek word ἄθεοι 
(atheoi) from which we have “atheists”.  

I know you,  

In contrast to the world not knowing the Father, Jesus confirms His relationship with the Father. He 
has a close and warm relationship with the Father. He alone can truly say, "I know you". 

and they know that you have sent me. 

He must be speaking of His disciples. In contrast to the world the disciples have come to know 
God personally (excepting Judas who would betray Him). The next verse will clarify this. 
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Verse 26   I have made you known to them, and will continue to make you known in order that the 
love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them." 

  I have made you known to them,  (Greek: “made known to them your Name”) 

So much of the ministry of Jesus throughout His three years on earth was directed towards the 
disciples. This prayer comes at the end of four chapters of teaching given to the disciples by Jesus 
in the Upper Room (the loft room of a tenement block of apartments). 

and I will continue to make you known  

Given that Jesus would very shortly be leaving the disciples, He must be referring to the Apostolic 
teaching that was to follow. He had already said, (Jn 16:12-13)  "I have many more things to say to 
you, but you cannot bear them now. "But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into 
all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and 
He will disclose to you what is to come”. 

This is important because it demonstrates how the remainder of the NT writings constitute the 
continuation of the teaching of Jesus. We must never separate the Gospels from the Epistles.  

in order that the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them." 

Jesus could have ended His prayer by saying that the reason why He will continue to make the 
Father known to the disciples is that they might be full of knowledge. But this is not His intent. He 
ends His prayer saying that His purpose is experiential not merely academic. He wants these 
disciples to know the love of the Father and to experience God in a very real and meaningful 
manner.  

Applications and Observations 

1. Christian People must  know the “Righteousness Father” 

Notice how Jesus combines both the Justice / Righteousness of God with the Love of God. In vs 
25 He refers to His Father as, “Righteous Father”, and then in vs 26 He speaks of the Father’s 
“Love”.  

We are in danger of emphasising the love of God to the neglect of the righteousness of God. Jesus 
has given us a perfect example of balance when thinking, speaking and referring to God. When we 
speak of the “Love” of God we should remind ourselves that this not some sloppy, sentimental, 
romantic kind of love. Rather we are speaking of a “Holy and Righteous Love”. This is how the 
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Psalmist speaks of God, “He loves righteousness and justice; the earth is full of the steadfast love 
of the LORD” (Psalm 33:5).  “Righteousness and justice are the foundation of your throne; 
steadfast love and faithfulness go before you” (Psalm 89:14).  

God has a particular delight in “Justice” when He says, “For I the LORD love justice” (Isaiah 61:8). 
This is clearly carried over into the NT when we read of Jesus reprimanding the religious leaders of 
His day, "But woe to you Pharisees! For you tithe mint and rue and every herb, and neglect justice 
and the love of God. These you ought to have done, without neglecting the others” (Luke 11:42). 

When God forgives our personal sin, it is not because He is being nice and kind. Neither is it 
merely because He loves us. God can forgive our sin because His righteous judgements have 
been satisfied and appeased through the death of Christ. There is a strong forensic element here.  

This is how John writes, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). The pardon of sin is not based on some 
emotional response from God. Whilst He forgives because He loves, He does so because He is 
being just and faithful to His promises to forgive in the name of Jesus. He forgives as an act of 
justice and faithfulness, not merely on the basis of love.  

It is true to say that the forgiveness of sin for God is not an easy matter. We can simply forgive 
someone who has offended us with a word. But this is not possible for God. What is needed is a 
substitute, a sacrifice to take our place to bear the wrath and judgement that is due to us because 
of our sin. This substitute is Jesus.  

Now, it is necessary that the same process of forgiveness through the blood of Christ has to be 
applied to Christians as well as non-Christians who might be in the process of being converted. We 
make a mistake if we think that the sins of Christians are less offensive to God than the sins of non 
Christians. We must never underestimate the seriousness of sin whether it is committed by a 
Christian or non-Christian.  

John explains to us the process of what happens when we apply to God for the forgiveness of our 
sins. He writes, “if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous. He is the propitiation for our sins…” (1 John 2:1-2). We like to think that Jesus as the 
propitiation (the One who appeases the wrath of God) is necessary only in the case of an 
unbeliever when first being converted. But this is wrong thinking. Sin is sin whoever commits it. Sin 
in  the Christian is just as offensive to God as it is in a non-Christian. 

It is wrong to think that God can deal leniently with the Christian’s sin because he or she is a child 
of God.  A Christian needs the application of the blood of Christ as the advocate and propitiation 
just as much as a non-Christian. The wrath of God is just as much against our sin as anyone else's  
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sin. This is why John says, “the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin” (1 John 1:7). 
Count every forgiveness of sin a privilege and take regular note that this forgiveness comes 
because of Jesus Christ the Righteous who becomes our propitiation every time.  

This means that when we are under deep conviction because of our sinful behaviour, and we feel 
that God may be too upset and emotionally disturbed as to be unable to  bring Himself to forgive 
us, we can appeal to the justice of God and plead His promises to pardon through the death of His 
Son, Jesus. God is a lover of justice.   

This also means that the “Love” of God does not eclipse the Justice of God from having the need 
to judge and punish sin.  The Justice of God has said, “the soul that sins shall die”. There is no 
escaping this for us or God. God cannot deny His own rules. Sin has to be dealt with because He 
is a Just and Holy God. There has to be the final Judgement and the existence of Hell. It is the 
Justice of God that calls for this. Those who deny the existence of hell do so on the basis that God 
is only love and nothing more. They allow the love of God to eclipse the righteousness of God.  

However, it is the Love of God that has provided an escape; a way of deliverance, which we call 
“salvation”. John was able to write these well known words, "For God so loved the world, that He 
gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal 
life” (John 3:16). It was this Love of God that found a way to deal with His own Justice.  

It was the love of God that engineered this amazing project of salvation following the Fall. If after 
Adam had sinned (Genesis 3) God had washed His hands of any further dealings with humanity, 
He would have been perfectly just and right. God was under no obligation to begin the process of 
Redemption. Here was no compelling reason why He should bother to do anything for fallen 
mankind. But He did. This is the inexpressible love of God 

Within God’s project of Redemption God’s Love found a substitute to bear the judgement and 
wrath of His holy and righteous nature against sin. This substitute was Jesus. The Love of God 
found a way to satisfy His own Justice. Perhaps it is true to say that if we spoke more about the 
righteousness and holiness of God and less about the love of God, when did speak of the love of 
God we would mean so much more.  

As a consequence Paul was able to write to the Romans and say, “There is therefore now no 
condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus” (Rom 8:1). It is what we call “The Gospel”; the 
“Good News” that there is a way for sinners to be pardoned and for the sentence of condemnation 
to be lifted. It is found in Christ; by faith in Christ alone.  
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2.    Christian People are People who Experience God 

Within a world that rejects God; does not know God; is really godless in every respect, it is 
important for Christian people to really Know God. This “knowing” of God must not merely be 
academic, textual or theological, but must also be experientially. Being a Christian is more than 
knowledge; or a way of life; or a more pure and holy lifestyle, or serving in a Church. It is all about 
having an experience of the living God. There is something experiential about being a Christian.  

Notice how Jesus closes His prayer with this longing for the disciples (and us) to know, experience, 
feel and realise the love of God. He wants them to know this love and that this love may be in 
them.  John was able to write to early Christians and say, “And we have come to know and have 
believed the love which God has for us” (1 John 4:16). We might “know” the love of God 
intellectually, but do we know this love experientially so that we say we really “believe the love 
which God has for us”?  

Do our lives merely express our knowledge of God, our knowledge of Christianity, our knowledge 
of the Bible, but seriously lack a daily experience of God? Perhaps the way that we are so 
entrench in our materialism along with the absence of God in our thoughts, portrays our factual 
Christianity which is void of our feelings for God. Do we know how to “walk with God”?  

Enoch is an example for us. Not much is said about Enoch except that he lived a long time and 
had a large family. Reading between the lines we can think about his responsibilities towards his 
wife, children, grandchildren, great-grandchildren…..It means that Enoch had to work to provide for 
his large and growing family. Time would need to be spent educating his family; managing his 
family; protecting his family. And yet the only outstanding feature mentioned in Genesis 5:22 is that 
Enoch “walked with God”.  

Walking with someone portrays having a relationship, communicating and being aware of each 
other. Enoch knew God; communicated with God; was constantly aware of God. He did not merely 
learn about God; sing about God; talk about God. His life was lived in the presence of God inspire 
of his busy and demanding lifestyle.  

Christian, beware of falling prey to formal religion, even if your are an Evangelical who knows the 
Bible and can sing the songs enthusiastically. We must question ourselves by asking how often 
God enters our thoughts on a daily basis. Is he really close to us? Do we reach out to Him in 
worship, prayer and thanksgiving?  

Have we learned the art of using the world around us to become ladders to thoughts about God? 
For example, do not merely admire creation and its beauty otherwise this becomes idolatry, 
worshipping the creation. We must use this as a ladder that takes us to God who has created all 
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things. Use everything you see and hear become a means of reminding you of God. Can we adopt 
the old Puritan art of meditation?  

3. Christian People are a God - centred People 

It is often stated that a person’s final words are the most important. As Jesus brings this Prayer to a 
close notice how the focus here is all about God. Jesus is not praying for comfort, happiness or 
peace for both His disciples and us. His emphasis here is God - “…these know that you have sent 
me.  I made known to them your name, and I will continue to make it known, that the love with 
which you have loved me may be in them, and I in them.” (vs 25-26).  

Indeed, all through the Prayer the emphasis is upon God. He began by saying, “this is eternal life, 
that they know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent” (vs 3). The emphasis 
is objective; it is God-ward; it is Christ filled. 

Yet how different is this from our modern approach. The problem with our current and modern 
Christianity is “self”. It is not objective enough, rather it is too subjective. Sadly, many of our songs 
are thoroughly self-centred and are seriously lacking in being God-centred. Notice how often 
personal prepositions are used - me, I, us, our, mine….. Much preaching sets out to speak to our 
personal needs, problems and lifestyles. Whilst this is not wholly wrong, the problem is that of 
balance. It is more of self and less of God.  

We all live in a Western culture that is obsessively egocentric; it has spilled over into much of 
Western Christian culture. We are being influenced by the present world’s self-centredness. 
Everything is about me. 

Perhaps instead of complaining about where does God fit into the story of my life, we should be 
asking, where does my little life fit into the life and existence of this great God. Instead of 
wondering all the time about the plans that God should have for our lives, we should be asking 
ourselves to what extent are we willing to fit in with God’s grand purpose and plan for His glory, His 
Mission.  Instead of trying to apply the Bible to our life’s problems, seeking to shelter under some 
kind of narcissism, we should be asking how we can apply ourselves to the Bible. 

Genesis 1:1 starts, “In the beginning God….”. It does not start with the words, “In the beginning 
me…” We seem to have formed the false idea that everything that God is doing in this world is for 
me; for my comfort; my happiness. But this is not right. God is interested in God. The Bible is not 
about me it is about God and what He is doing in His great Mission of salvation leading to a 
renewed cosmic universe and His final glory. It is all about Him. 
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God is the originator of all things; He is the prime actor in Redemption story; He is the central story 
teller; He is the planner; He is the organiser. The plot line of the Bible is all about God. He is the 
beginning; He is the centre; He is the end. The Bible is the grand Story Book all about God, the 
one true God beside whom there is no other.  

This underlines the true and biblical reason for the coming of Jesus into this world. Not to bring 
religion, but to bring people to a true understanding and experience of God. As Peter puts it, "The 
just died for the unjust to bring us to God" (1 Pet 3:;18). The end of all things is God Himself. He 
creates for Himself; He redeems for Himself; He preserves His people for Himself; the ultimate 
glory is for Himself.  

The purpose of God - that we might know Him. The purpose for the incarnation, life, death, 
resurrection of Jesus - that we might know Him.  It is vital for us to realise the reason why we have 
been saved. Not merely for the quantity of eternal life, but for the quality of eternal life; which 
quality lies in knowing God. 

It might be argued that this presents God as a selfish being if everything He does is for Himself. 
The answer to this is that God, being God, must set His aim and goal no lower than Himself. Like 
us He sets the bar very high, higher than anything or any person on earth. God has to aim at God 
otherwise He would not be God.  

It is the glory of God His Father that Jesus seeks, "that the Son may glorify you” (vs 1). Jesus knew 
something that we often neglect. He knew that everything God did was ultimately for His own glory. 
God is seeking the highest goal that He could ever seek - His own glory. It is imperative that God 
does not have a goal that is less than Himself. 

All through the OT the desire of God to seek His own glory is recorded. God does not do anything 
that is not for His own glory. Eighty times in Ezekiel God states that everything He is doing for 
Israel is for Himself that He might make His Name known among the nations. He says explicitly, "I 
do not do this for you, but for myself” (Ezekiel 36:22). 

The wonder of all this is that within this great Story is the Redemption of sinners like us. We are an 
integral part of this great plot; this great narrative; this great plan. And it does not stop with us 
because it is aimed at including the entire universe as Col 1:20-21 puts it, “For in him all the 
fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on 
earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross”. Of this involvement of creation Paul 
writes, “For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God… the 
creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of 
the children of God”. (Rom 8:19,21). The whole creation itself is, as it were, watching closely for 
the final glorification of the children of God, because it too will be transformed. God will return the 
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whole of the creation back to where it was at the beginning when, having made the creation, “ God 
saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good” (Gen 1:31). He will restore 
everything so that once again God will be able to say that “everything that he had made, and 
behold, it was very good”.  

Richard Lee   May 2017
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