
Sermons in Romans 8

(6)  “What is this glory that we will inherit?”  Rom 8:19-25

“For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God. For the creation was 
subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope that the creation 
itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the 
children of God. For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of 
childbirth until now. And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the 
Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. For in 
this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he sees? But 
if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience”.

Introduction

1. What did Paul mean by “the glory” mentioned in verse 18? Is there anyway in which we can 
discover of what this eternal glory will consist? We often speculate, debate and discuss what 
heaven will be like. The paintings of the Middle Ages seem to depict very strange and 
unattractive images of the glory of heaven which are far removed from the NT descriptions. 
Perhaps in our minds we have images of Christian people dressed in nightgowns sitting on 
clouds strumming on harps! This could not be further from the truth. 

2. Within this lengthy passage Paul gives us some very “down-to-earth” descriptions of what 
this future glory consists. Of course, it is true to say that, "What no eye has seen, nor ear 
heard, nor the heart of man imagined, what God has prepared for those who love him” (1 Cor 
2:9). None of us can really imagine what the future holds. But scripture has given some 
insights and this passage from Romans 8 is one of them.

3. The reason why this next section can be seen as a description of this “glory” mentioned in 
verse 18 is because the following verse 19  begins with the word, “for”. This word can be 
rendered, “because”. It indicates that what now follows is an explanation of a previous 
statement. It is as if Paul saying, “let me explain what I mean by this glory; this is how you 
are to think of it; it is like this”. In your study of the NT do not ignore this little word, “for”; it is 
very important.

1. This future glory concerns the whole universe including planet earth: “the creation”

1:1 The principle subject in this section is “the creation”. Notice how many times Paul says, “the 
creation” - five times within five verses (vs 19, 20, 21, 22, 23). We can conclude, therefore, 
that this future “glory”, of which he has spoken in vs 18 has much to do with “the creation”. 
We are not talking about saints existing in some vague nebulous environment. The glory is 
here in this planet earth; “the creation”. 

1:2 The term “creation” can apply to this planet earth but also the entire universe. All of this is the 
creation of God. We must not limit the redemptive purposes of God to humanity, or even 
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planet earth itself. God has a mind for His creation. It is true to say that God is a nature lover. 
He thinks highly of His creation. At the conclusion of the creation narrative in Genesis 
chapter 1 - even before God had made man and woman - He was able to declare, “it was 
good” (Gen 1:10). When viewing everything that God had made -  the creation and then 
finally man - He said, “it was very good” (Gen 1:31). 

1:3 It is important for us to recognise that God does love His creation. When, after the flood, God 
formed a special Covenant that He would never flood the world again by putting a rainbow in 
the sky, this Covenant was made, not only with Noah and his family, but also with the whole 
of creation. Genesis 9:9-10 reads, “Behold, I establish my covenant with you and your 
offspring after you, and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the livestock, and 
every beast of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark; it is for every beast of the 
earth”.  This Covenant is repeated in verses 11,12,15,16, 17. Then notice how it is worded in 
verse 13, “I have set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me 
and the earth”. Whenever you see the rainbow again you must remember that it is a sign 
regarding an agreement made by God with respect to the earth itself, not just Noah and his 
family. 

1:4 God’s concern for His creation is also shown in His Commandments. When giving the fourth 
Commandment about the Sabbath Day in which everyone - including servants and slaves 
and immigrants - should have a rest from work, He included the animals. He said, “the 
seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, you, or 
your son, or your daughter, your male servant, or your female servant, or your livestock, or 
the sojourner who is within your gates” (Exodus 20:10). When the Commandments were 
repeated in Deuteronomy these words were added for clarification, “….your ox or your 
donkey or any of your cattle” (Deut 5:14). Strangely, even animals must keep the Sabbath. In 
other words, men and women must  not over work the animals, they must not exploit their 
livestock. They too need a day in which to rest and recover after a week’s hard work. God 
was showing His concern for the animals.

1:5 We have an insight into God’s concern for the animal kingdom from Jonah 4:11, “And should 
not I pity Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than 120,000 persons who do not 
know their right hand from their left, and also much cattle?” The very cattle become the 
object of God’s compassion as well as the inhabitants of Nineveh. 

1:6 The Land  of Israel itself was important to God. In fact God regarded the Land as belonging 
to Himself and not Israel. He was the Land-Lord and Israel His tenants; “The land, moreover, 
shall not be sold permanently, for the land is Mine; for you are but aliens and sojourners with 
Me (Lev 25:23). Indeed, it was a Land that God cared very much about, “a land for which the 
LORD your God cares; the eyes of the LORD your God are always on it, from the beginning 
even to the end of the year” (Deut 11:12). He cared so much for the Land that Israel was told 
to give the Land itself a Sabbath - a year of rest every seven years, “….during the seventh 
year the land shall have a sabbath rest, a sabbath to the LORD” (Lev 25:4). 

1:7 God cares about His creation. Indeed, so much so that the redemptive purposes of God in 
Christ relate to the whole of creation - things on earth and things in heaven (universe). Listen 
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to Eph 1:10 where we are told that God has, “a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things 
in him, things in heaven and things on earth”. The final glory Christ will be when the entire 
universe - “things in heaven and things on earth” will be summed up under Christ. Not just 
men and women, but every single part of the creation.

1:8 Scripture truly describes God’s intention for His creation. God’s solution for creation in Jesus 
Christ is for the whole creation, and the destiny of creation is put to us in the scriptures where 
it presents the mission of God for the whole of His creation - earth and the entire universe. 

2. Future glory will involve the restoration of the whole universe including planet earth.

“For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God. For the 
creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope 
that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom 
of the glory of the children of God”. (vs 19-21)

2:1 What do we see around us in creation? Whilst we see beauty we also see decay and 
corruption. A flower flourishes, but it withers and dies; wood rots; animals die. The whole 
creation witnesses birth and death; life and decay; vitality and corruption. The universe is 
beautiful but it is spoilt by decay everywhere. These are the words Paul uses about the 
present state of the creation  “subject to futility”, meaning “frustration, frailty, without purpose 
and transient” (vs 20). Then in vs 21 we read that the creation is in “bondage to 
corruption” (vs 21). We see all of this around us. 

2:2 Why? Why is the universe in a state of decay and corruption? Because of the Fall. This is 
what Paul is referring to when he says, “For the creation was subjected to futility, not 
willingly…” (vs 20). This is described for us in Genesis 3 when Adam broke the Covenant: 
“And to Adam he said, "Because you have listened to the voice of your wife and have eaten 
of the tree of which I commanded you, 'You shall not eat of it,' cursed is the ground because 
of you; in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; thorns and thistles it shall bring forth 
for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field” (Gen 3:17-18). 

2:3 Because of this one act of disobedience from Adam the whole of the created order has fallen 
into decay and corruption. God “subjected” the creation to “futility”, meaning that He cursed 
the whole creation even if the creation itself had not sinned; “not willingly”. In other words, 
because of Adam the whole creation has been disrupted and is in a mess. The creation 
suffers because of Adam’s sin.

2:4    Paul even goes further and personifies the creation with his description of the creation saying 
that it is “groaning” and “suffering the pains of child birth”. The whole creation is in a state of 
pain and agony similar to a woman with the pains of labour. 

2:5 Much of this was expressed in the Old Testament. Isaiah wrote, (Isa 24:6) “Therefore, a 
curse devours the earth, and those who live in it are held guilty”.  Jeremiah wrote of the 
earth, (Jer 12:11) "It has been made a desolation, Desolate, it mourns before Me; The whole 
land has been made desolate”.  
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2:6 But there is hope for the creation. Yes, it is currently subject to decay, but it was also 
subjected “in hope that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and 
obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God”. The creation itself will be liberated 
from this decay and then come to enjoy “the glory of the children of God” (vs 21). 

2:7 It is this very creation that we see around us that will be renewed. It will be “liberated, set 
free” from its present bondage to decay. God is not going to destroy this present planet and 
then prepare a new one to replace it. To do so would be a failure on His part. Satan will have 
achieved a victory in causing God to remove His original creation and begin all over again. 
No, it is this very earth upon  which we now stand that will be refreshed. 

2:8 Try to imagine what it would be like to live in a renewed creation with no corruption, no death 
or spoiling: a creation where pollution is absent; an absence of natural disasters. A creation 
where the earth is renewed, its minerals restored, its entire topography refreshed. It may be 
hard to imagine, but let us return to read Genesis 1-2. This is what it will be like. We will 
share this “glory” with the whole of creation. The created order will be restored to what it was 
in the beginning when God said, “It was very good”.

2:9 The Prophets looked forward to this also. Isaiah wrote, “For behold, I create a new heavens 
and  new earth…..The wolf and the lamb shall graze together; the lion shall eat saw like the 
ox…..They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain says the Lord” (Is 65:17, 25). We 
can read the same teaching in Isaiah 11:6-9, “And the wolf will dwell with the lamb, And the 
leopard will lie down with the kid, And the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; 
And a little boy will lead them. Also the cow and the bear will graze; Their young will lie down 
together; And the lion will eat straw like the ox.  And the nursing child will play by the hole of 
the cobra, And the weaned child will put his hand on the viper's den. They will not hurt or 
destroy in all My holy mountain, For the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD As 
the waters cover the sea”. And again in Isaiah 35:9.-10, “No lion will be there, Nor will any 
vicious beast go up on it; These will not be found there. But the redeemed will walk there, 
And the ransomed of the LORD will return, And come with joyful shouting to Zion, With 
everlasting joy upon their heads. They will find gladness and joy, And sorrow and sighing will 
flee away”.

2:10 This is the glory that Paul says cannot be compared to our present sufferings. This is the 
New Heavens and New Earth. Everything will be renewed. It is something that is really 
beyond our imagination and so we have to rely upon the OT prophets with this poetic 
presentation and a return to Genesis 1-2. 
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3. Future glory will include Christians living in this creation.

“And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan 
inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies”. (vs 23).

3:1 We too were subjected to “futility” and experienced “decay and corruption” from the Fall. As a 
result, like the creation, “we groan inwardly” longing for the completion of the purposes of 
God in salvation. We wait for the final stage of our “adoption” which will result in the 
“redemption of our bodies”. 

3:2 This will only take place at the Second Coming when “Lord himself will descend from heaven 
with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of 
God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught 
up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air…” (1 Thess 4:16-17). 

3:3 Yet, the glory that we will experience will be the “redemption of our bodies”. The physical 
change that will occur to our bodies at the final resurrection is described in 1 Cor 15:42-44, 
“What is sown is perishable; what is raised is imperishable. It is sown in dishonour; it is 
raised in glory. It is sown in weakness; it is raised in power. It is sown a natural body; it is 
raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body”. The 
resurrection body is a genuine physical body, but it is also “spiritual” because it will be a 
never-dying body capable of standing face to face with God. Our current physical bodies 
could never enter the real face to face presence of God. A substantial change needs to take 
place to enable this to happen. We will have a deathless body indwelt by a pure and holy 
soul.

3:4 The word “waiting” (vs 23)deserves some attention. The Greek word means waiting with 
eager expectation. The Christians of the NT era were people who longed for the Second 
Coming. It was not something that they had learned about but had shelved. They lived in the 
light of the Second Coming for the final stages of their adoption and “the redemption of their 
bodies”. 

3:5 This was not a death wish. Rather it was a realisation that the purposes of God did not end 
with this life on earth. They realised that they were on a journey. In this world they were 
exiles, pilgrims, merely passing through and heading for a final grand destiny. They saw the 
Big Picture. They saw that God’s ultimate purpose was for this “New heavens and new earth” 
in which they would live. They could see a return to the perfect creation of Genesis 1-2. God 
would return us all to our original position before the Fall. This means that when we survey 
the timeline between he Fall and the introduction of this renewed universe, we find that this 
was what it was all about. From the Fall to the setting free of the creation has been the 
history of Redemption. This is what God has been doing. He is getting us all back to where 
He first started it all. 

3:6 As a consequence, NT Christians could be called, “Eschatological People”. They lived 
expecting, longing and desiring the Second Coming of Christ. This was not merely because 
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of their current sufferings. Yes, they did long to be rescued from their physical sufferings, but 
really it was to see the final purposes of God unfold.

3:7 Paul presents it perfectly in his writing to Titus when he wrote, “…looking for the blessed 
hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Saviour, Christ Jesus” (Tit 2:13). 

3:8 As a result of having the “first fruits of the Spirit” (vs 23) namely our original New Birth, we 
have within us this Biblical longing for the Second Coming along with the unveiling of the 
New Heavens and the New Earth. The Spirit of God within us makes us restless, impatient, 
wanting to reach the end of the journey. We realise that we were not made merely for this life 
as we know it. We were made originally by God for this New Heavens and New Earth where 
perfect righteousness exists. It is the Spirit who makes us “groan”.

3:9 This expectant waiting is all bound up with the NT word “hope” (vs 24-25). In English the 
word “hope” has the sense of something uncertain. We all hope that it will not rain tomorrow; 
because it is uncertain whether it will rain or not. In the NT, however, “hope” means 
something that was certain and definite not something that is uncertain.

3:10 “Hope” can be translated into “expectation”. At the moment we do not see the New Heavens 
and the New Earth, we are waiting with expectation. We know it is coming but we cannot yet 
see it. It is certain and unchangeable, but we cannot yet see it. So Paul writes, “hope that is 
seen is not hope; for why does one also hope for what he sees?” (vs 24). Sounds 
complicated, but what he is saying is that if we could actually see the Second Coming along 
with New Heavens and the New Earth we would not be expecting it. You only expect 
something that you cannot actually see. It is coming to you; you are expecting it; you know it 
is certain, but at the moment you cannot see it. 

3:11 This is the essence of Christianity. We know that Christ is coming back and that the result will 
be the renovation of this planet along with the renewal of our bodies. It is certain. It is 
coming. You cannot prevent it. God has designed a Day when Jesus will appear. It will be the 
beginning of something glorious and we will be apart of this. 

3:12 It is important for us to think about this “glory” of which Paul has spoken in vs 18 and 
describe from verses 19-25. We must live in the light of these things. We do not lose sense 
of our responsibility in this life as parents, children, workers etc. We continue with this life. 
But we do not ignore what is coming. We think about it; we long for it. Indeed, we even pray 
for it in the words Jesus taught us, “ Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your 
kingdom come…” (Matt 6:10). We must use the words of Revelation, Come, Lord Jesus!, or 
the words from 1 Cor 16:22, “Our Lord come”; but also known in the Greek as 
“Maranatha” (Gk μαράνα θά).
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Conclusion

1. In view of God’s care and concern plus His future purposes for the whole of creation, does 
this say something to us about how we should treat this present creation? It may be in 
“bondage to corruption”, but it is still God’s own creation. Perhaps this teaches us indirectly 
that we need to have respect for the creation and care for the environment as responsible 
people

2. There is a vast difference between worshipping the creation (Rom 1:25) and caring for the 
creation. We abhor the former but accept the latter. Perhaps a helpful guiding principle is to 
always keep in mind that this creation, although it is our planet earth, is really God’s creation 
and He has lent it to us. It all belongs to God. He made it and He is going to renew it. 

3. However, the real purpose of this teaching is to provide us with some glimpse of the “glory” 
that is yet to come. The question, of course, is ‘Why did Paul consider it necessary to write 
these words?’ Is it out of idle speculation? Or did Paul have another reason?

4. All through Paul’s writings he shows that he is constantly aware of the Second Coming and 
its concomitants. He constantly presents to Christian people this kind of eschatological 
teaching. For Paul it is necessary that Christian people think much about the eternal life that 
is to come. We are not supposed to shelve this teaching by regarding it only necessary when 
specific lectures are to be given on eschatology. Christian people are meant to live in the light 
of this teaching; believing this teaching and what is more, looking forward with eager 
anticipation.

5.  It is paramount for us to get a hold of the Big Picture and to see our salvation in its wider 
context. We must not stop at merely becoming Christians and living the Christian life. We 
have been redeemed with one specific aim which is to enter finally into the New Heaven and 
New Earth. In the words of Hebrews 2:10 “For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom 
all things exist, in bringing many sons to glory, should make the founder of their salvation 
perfect through suffering”. This is why Christ suffered on the cross. He did it so that He might 
be “bringing many sons to glory”. 

Richard Lee. 
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