
Poland Summer Camp 2017 

Sermon / Studies in John 17 

6.  The Future for God’s People: Jn 17:24 

1. Exposition 

Verse 24  "Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, 
the glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the world. 

 "Father, I want those you have given me” 

“Those you have given me” refers to the elect whom the Father gave to the Son in eternity.   

“to be with me where I am,..."  

it would seem natural that the Son, who is about to leave His disciples, should look forward to the 
time when they will be perpetually with Him. “and to see my glory, the glory you have given me”. 

the glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the world. 

Jesus is thinking to the time when He will be back with the Father enjoying the glory that He had 
with His Father "before the creation of the world".  

His request is that the Christians will be sharing the same glory that He had before the foundation 
of the world.  Jesus is speaking of the future; the glory which will be the time when His disciples 
(and us) will be with Him in glory following departure from this life and the beginning of the New 
Heavens and New Earth. 

May be the use of the present ὦσιν  µετ᾽ ἐµοῦ could translate into "constantly be with me". The 
time when there will be no interruption between the Christian and Jesus - constantly with Him. 

So, Jesus looks back to the time when we were given to Him before creation, and then looks 
forward to the time in eternity when we will be with Him for ever. Jesus has His eye on the final 
fulfilment of the whole project of God, "bringing many sons into glory".  

because you loved me before the creation of the world. 

 A further indication of the pre-existence of Christ. He was the object of the Father's love from 
before creation. This "love" speaks of fellowship, mutual enjoyment and satisfaction. The whole 
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Godhead experienced love, joy, peace and perfect fulfilment as a unit comprising three Persons. It 
means that the Godhead did not need to create the world and humanity. They had all they needed. 
Creation, salvation does not enhance the Godhead; it does not supply the Godhead with anything 
that is lacking. The Godhead had all that was needed.  

Applications and Observations 

1. Christian People in the Presence of Jesus 

Those you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory. (24) 

In the first statement - whom you have given me - Jesus is looking back to the time of the Divine 
Transaction when God gave His people to the Son before the creation of the world. The second 
part of the statement - may be with me where I am, to see my glory - is Jesus looking forward into 
the future when all Christian people will be in heaven. One part of the sentence looks back whilst 
the other part looks forward.  

When we are driving a car it is very important to make sure that we use our driving mirror and keep 
a careful watch on the state of the road behind us. We need to look back to see what is behind us. 
However, we can only take quick glances of what is behind us because the most important area of 
our observation has to be what is in front of us and where we are driving our car. We must 
concentrate on what is in front of us; the road in front.  

Looking back at what is behind us in terms of the beginnings of our salvation is  very important for 
us. We have done much of this in our study of this Prayer. However, we also need to make sure 
that we are looking forward into the future. Sadly, Christian people spend too much of their time 
looking back in the driving mirror. They do not spend sufficient time looking forwards to what is 
coming in front of them. Our eternal future does not occupy as much of our thinking as it should. 
We tend to lose sight of the glory that is coming to us. 

Paul was very balanced in his teaching. He talked about looking back and then looking forward. He 
does this in his statement in Romans 8:30 “Those whom he predestined he also called, and those 
whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified”.  We may label this 
verse, “From Eternity to Eternity”.  

Looking back to the far distant past, to the time in eternity before the foundation of the world, Paul 
says, “those whom He predestined”. Then comes the middle portion which occurs during our 
lifetime, “he also called, and those whom he called he also justified”. Then he becomes forward 
looking when he ends the verse with the words, “those whom He justified He also glorified”. Here 
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he is looking forward to the distant future. All of this is encompassed in this short statement. Here 
is the entirety of our salvation - From Eternity to Eternity.  

What is this “glory” of which Jesus is speaking? He is looking forward to the time when His people 
will be glorified, free from sin and living in the New Heavens and New Earth. He is very forward 
looking. It is the time when we will have our glorified bodies indwelt by sinless souls. 

Yet the “glory” is even more than this. We must pay attention to these words of Jesus, “be with me 
where I am, to see my glory”. The glory itself is characterised by being physically in the presence 
of Christ. To share the glory of which Paul spoke in Romans “heirs of God and fellow heirs with 
Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him” (Rom 8:17). The 
richness of eternity must be seen as sharing the glory alongside of Christ. We will be with Him. 
This is what Jesus meant when He told His disciples (and us) “I go and prepare a place for you, I 
will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also” (John 14:3). Note the 
words, “take you to myself, that where I am you may be also”. 

The glory itself is not merely life that is endless, or that we will have the pleasure of a renewed 
planet to enjoy, but that we will be physically with Christ, enjoying His presence, alongside of Him. 
This means no longer living by faith, for then we will be living by sight. Christ will not need to dwell 
in our hearts by faith, because we will see Him. This is how John puts it, “when he appears we 
shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is” (1 John 3:2). Jesus presents this to us in 
these words, "Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God” (Matt 5:8).  

This is difficult for us to assimilate because of the hardness and dullness of our minds - we are 
fallen creatures. But recall the relationship that God had with Adam in Genesis 3:8, “God walking in 
the garden”, we see how God presented Himself to Adam - possibly visually. If the coming “glory” is 
a return to this condition of enjoying the actual presence of God, it is not surprising when we read 
in Revelation 21:3 “And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Now the dwelling of God is 
with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and 
be their God”. It is the very presence of God that will make the “glory” to be “glory”. 

All through both Testaments, the presence of God has been the most essential ingredient. In spite 
of man having fallen into sin God has been in pursuit  of man seeking to make Himself known and 
revealing His presence. The Patriarchs of the OT had no Temple, tabernacle or building in which to 
worship Yahweh, and yet what characterises their experiences is the very presence of God; they 
had a close meaningful relationship with God. OT religion was not mere ceremony, but relationship 
from the very beginning.  
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Enoch is known for having “walked with God” (Gen 5:22); God appeared to Abraham; the Angel 
wrestles with Jacob; Moses is known as the “friend of God” who spoke with God “face to 
face” (Exodus 33:11). 

Additionally, there was the making of the Tabernacle which was a physical representation of the 
presence of God amongst His people, “And let them make me a sanctuary, that I may dwell in their 
midst” (Exodus 25:8). It goes even further when Moses pleading with God that His presence 
should go with them into the Promised Land, said, “Is it not in your going with us, so that we are 
distinct, I and your people, from every other people on the face of the earth?” (Exodus 33:16). The 
most distinctive element in Israel that made them different from any other nation’s gods was that 
Yahweh wanted to be with His people. He wanted to travel with them; be with them wherever they 
went; stay with them; show them His love, grace and protection, and be among them. From the 
very beginning God is demonstrated to be a people-loving God. He is a people-God. 

The Presence of God did not stop with the OT. In the NT we read of how the Holy Spirit comes to 
live within each Christian. We become the very “Temple of the Holy Spirit” (1 Cor 6:19). Indeed, the 
Church itself also becomes the Temple of the Holy Spirit through whom God dwells with His 
people, “Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in 
you?” (1 Cor 3:16). Writing to the Ephesians Paul prayed that “Christ may dwell in your hearts 
through faith” (Eph 3:17). 

It is no wonder to us, therefore, to learn that the most significant feature of the “glory” to come to us 
in the future will be the Presence of God. For this Jesus can pray that, “they also, whom you have 
given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory”.  This is what will make the “glory” to be 
“glory”.  

If we were to ask the question, “Why are we saved? Why did Jesus die for us?”, this would be the 
final and ultimate answer, to “be where I am, to see my glory”.  Listen to Hebrews 2:10 where we 
are told that God is “bringing many sons to glory”.  

2.       Christian People are a part of the Project of God. 

Christian people need to be aware of the Big Picture. What is this salvation all about? We are 
being brought to glory because this glory was once lost through Adam. We are to be returned to 
the glory that was once lost through Adam, “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Rom 
3:23).  

The word “sinned” is a past tense verb not a present tense. Paul is not saying that we are 
continually sinning (even though this is true of us all), but rather there was a time when we all 
committed a single sin. Paul is saying that we have all sinned in Adam. He explains this in more 
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detail in chapter 5 when he writes, “Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, 
and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned” (Rom 5:12) and again, 
“Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men” (Rom 5:18).  We all sinned in Adam 
at the Fall. 

As a result of this one single sin in Adam we all fell from the glory of God. The word “fall short”  in 
Rom 3:23 used here is a passive verb, signifying that we were made to fall short, something or 
someone caused this falling short of the glory of God. Through the sin of Adam - in which we 
participated - all of creation has fallen out of the glory.  

Consequently, God has been involved in a single project since the Fall. The project of God is one 
of reclamation and restoration. The whole of the OT and NT is about the project of God, the 
Mission of God, which is to bring us back to the glory from which we fell. He is in the business of 
reclaiming what was lost. Salvation is a recovery project of God. We are being brought  back to the 
glory that was lost through Adam.  

Look at Project of God since the Fall. Trace the history through the Old Testament taking in the call 
of Abraham with the founding of the Israelite Nation; to the claiming of the Land of Israel through 
Joshua; to the setting up of the Monarchy; then to the Exile in Babylon; followed by the Return to 
the Land through Zerubbabel; the 400 years of struggle with Persia, Greece and Rome; to the birth 
of Jesus in Bethlehem; the Cross, Resurrection, Ascension, Pentecost, and the long history of the 
Church. We are still in this Project; we are a part of this grand Mission of God “bringing many sons 
to glory” (Heb 2:10).  

It is important to think like this so that we do not become so shortsighted. We are not made 
Christians merely for the sake of the earthly Church; for worship in our Churches; for Bible Study or 
prayer meetings. All this is temporary. We are on a journey which will not stop until we are in glory 
and we are alongside of Jesus and have the joy of seeing and sharing His glory.  

The NT writers always saw the Christian as on a journey. He or she is a pilgrim, an alien in a land 
that is not theirs. Peter puts it this way, “I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world” (1 Pet 
2:11). The word translated as “aliens” can also mean, “temporary residents”. This is how we are in 
this world. As we saw earlier, we do not belong to this world; we are all on a journey towards the 
glory.  

In order to define this “glory” in even more detail we need to consider Romans 8:18-23. Paul spoke 
of this “glory” which is comparison with the sufferings of this present age (Rom 8:18). He then 
defined for us what he meant by this “glory” which we will share with Christ.  
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He spells it out in terms of a renewed Creation (vss 19-23). Notice speaks of our present creation 
five times in this passage. He is pointing to this very creation that we are experiencing today. This 
very creation which is part of the Fall, “the creation was subjected to futility” (vs 20), will one day be 
changed, “the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom 
of the glory of the children of God” (vs 21). 

The creation itself will be returned, restored to its original state as described in Genesis 1. God will 
once again state, “it was very good” (Gen 1:31). Notice from this expression that it is God Himself 
who made this pronouncement regarding the exquisite quality of the creation. This expression “it 
was very good” was not made by Adam or another other human being. If God Himself is able to 
make such a comment regarding creation - His own handiwork - then this creation was once 
extremely good.  

Yet the “glory” that awaits us is going to be inhabiting this perfectly restored and renewed planet. 
The experience that awaits us in the “glory” is really beyond our ability to comprehend. This is why 
Paul could utter those words,: "No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what 
God has prepared for those who love him” (1 Cor 2:9). 

3.       Christian People are a part of the Project of God. 

It is the prayer of Jesus to the Father that all of His people should be where He is so that they can 
share and see His glory. In other words, forgetting life on this planet, forgetting the need for 
mission, forgetting the need for the people of God to be protected, what Jesus wants most of all is 
for all those to whom He has given eternal life should be instantly brought to glory. Jesus is praying 
for an instant end to all things. He is longing for the completion of this Project of God. He is 
yearning for the glory to come. I wonder if this is what Jesus meant when He told us to pray, “Your 
Kingdom come” (Matt 6:10). 

Similarly, Christian people need to adopt a New Perspective. We need to view ourselves as  being 
in between two glories. We were originally destined to live in the glory before Adam brought on the 
Fall. If Adam had not sinned we would all have been created to live in the glory without any sin 
ever being committed. But we have fallen and we have lost the original glory. However, we are 
going to return to that glory; we are destined to be reclaimed; Paradise will be restored. 

Therefore, Christian people need to think about these two periods of glory. There is nothing we can 
do about the glory we lost in Adam, but we can make sure that the glory that is coming gives us a 
New Perspective on life.  
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For example, we can use this coming glory to give us a New Perspective on suffering. This is how 
Paul puts it, “I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the 
glory that is to be revealed to us” (Rom 8:18).  

Our lives constitute this bit in the middle between the two periods of glory. This bit in the middle 
can sometimes be very difficult for us. There are all kinds of physical, mental and psychological 
sufferings that we go through. The question is, how do we cope with this suffering? Paul is telling 
us that we must make this comparison. We must recognise that whatever suffering we go through, 
nothing can compare with the splendour of the glory that is yet to come. We must fix our eyes on 
this glory. It is real and it is the final destination of which we are heading. Let the coming glory 
influence the way we face suffering.  

Paul presents this issue so often in his writings. He said, “So we do not lose heart. Though our 
outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being renewed day by day. For this light momentary 
affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, as we look not to the 
things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, 
but the things that are unseen are eternal” (2 Cor 4:16-18). In another place he wrote, “…our 
citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform 
our lowly body to be like his glorious body” (Phil 3:20-21). All this demonstrates the apostle’s 
pastoral concerns for the Churches. He wanted to help them. He knew of their sufferings, 
persecutions, troubles and difficulties. All this is therefore written to help the people of God in the 
midst of their confusion and disturbances.  

Christian people need to adopt a New Perspective on death. The final enemy for all us is death. it 
cuts short our earthly existence and brings to an abrupt end all of our enjoyment, pleasure, 
relationships and careers on earth. To many people death is the enemy which casts a cloud of 
depression, fear and uncertainty over their lives. But not the Christian. 

When a Christian dies we often want to ask what was the cause. Was it cancer? Was it a car 
accident? Was it a terrorist bomb? Was it a stroke? On the death certificate we read of the cause 
of death described by the doctor as some well known cause.  

However, the Christian has a New Perspective on death. The Christian sees death as the Father’s 
final answer to the prayer of Jesus in John 17:24, “I desire that they also, whom you have given 
me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory”. It is the prayer of Jesus that this or that person 
should come to the end of their painful journey on earth and reach the final destination. The Father 
gives His answer, and this is why they have died.  

Death for a Christian is no accident. This is what Hebrews 9:27 says, “…it is appointed for man to 
die once…”. The word “appointed” means that the time of death is divinely determined and 
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decided. Death is not chance. In the light of John 17:24 we find that it is an answer to this prayer of 
Jesus.  

Peter takes this issue even further. He tells us that we must be actively looking forward to this 
transfer to glory. This is how he puts it, “waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God” (2 
Pet 3:12). This “waiting” is an earnest longing for something to happen. We are in a constant state 
of anticipation, looking forward to reaching the end of the road. When Peter uses the word 
“hastening”, he really means a kind of urgent request for God to get a move on with the final 
culmination of His Project. We might say, “God, get this show on the road; get it moving”. 

This must not be interpreted as a death wish. Rather it is a recognition that we were made for this 
glory. It is all about having this New Perspective on life. Looking at our earthly lives in the light of 
this coming glory.  

Christians are in danger of getting too entangled with this life. We are, of course, to act as sensible 
human beings on this planet, engaging appropriately in family life, working at our employment 
efficiently, and having a meaningful outlook on life realising that we are on a mission dedicated to 
making disciples. Nevertheless, we are very mindful of being between these two periods of glory. 
Realising that we are heading for the time when we will be with Jesus and will be sharing in His 
glory. The New Heavens and the New Earth prospects are to be ever in our sight. 

Jesus once said, “I came that they may have life and have it abundantly” (John 10:10). Many 
people want to apply these words to our present life and existence. There maybe some truth in 
this. But I believe Jesus is again looking to the future. The life we experience here on earth with all 
its many sufferings and short terms pleasures was not what was originally intended. When we 
were created God saw that everything He had made was “very good”. What we know and 
experience is not always “good” or even “very good”. We are a long way from this ideal. 

However good life may be for some of us, it is no way near the quality of life that God originally 
gave us. We would have had “life in abundance” if the Fall had not occurred. But we are heading 
back to that state and condition. We will one day experience this “life” in abundance that Jesus 
promised us. To use an American expression, “You’ve not seen anything yet; just you wait and see 
what’s coming”. God is in the process of “Bringing many sons to glory”.  

Christian! Keep this in your mind. Keep looking, thinking and talking about the glory that we will 
share with Christ in the Presence of the Living God and the Holy Spirit.  

Richard Lee. July 2017
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