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Salvation Explained 

 

Lecture 6 

 

Personal salvation –  Getting it right: Justificati on  

 

Introduction  

 

1. It happened on the night of the thunderstorm. It was sometime in 1505 when 

a young man aged 21 years was crossing a field during a storm. Suddenly a 

thunderbolt shot from the sky and burned into a tree nearby. When the young 

man witnessed this dreadful sight he cried out to St Anne saying, “If you 

spare my life I will become a monk”. Well, the young man was spared; he did 

become a monk and entered the Augustinian Order in Erfut Germany. The 

young man was Martin Luther. Known as the Father of the Protestant 

Reformation.  

 

2. It took Luther many years before he became a Christian. He struggled with 

the Roman Catholic teachings and could not find peace with God. This 

continued until he was studying Paul’s letter to the Romans. He was 

particularly interested in chapter 1:16-17 which reads, “I am not ashamed of 

the Gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, 

to the Jew first and also the Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is 

revealed…”.  

 

3. What struck Luther was the “righteousness of God”. He came to realise that 

when a person trusted in Christ through faith God gave that person a 

complete and perfect righteousness which then enabled that person to be 

free from sin and stand in His presence. A righteousness came from God 

which God provided so that a sinner could be free from condemnation and 

able to stand before this Holy God. God would make a person right; legally 

right. 

 

4. What Luther had discovered was Justification through faith. He came to find 

one of the most glorious and wonderful of all salvation doctrines in the whole 

bible. Justification is all about “Getting it right”; being made right with God. It is 
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a legal term but an important one without which no one can come and stand 

before a holy and just God in glory.  

 

5. You might remember the feeling when you were younger and you got your 

sums right, or the teacher said your essay was right. When you are right you 

are accepted. It is a worry and cause for anxiety if we are in the wrong. When 

you are wrong you have failed. When you are right you have met the 

standard, you are approved.  

 

6. Justification is the keystone in salvation.  

 

 

1. What is the meaning of Justification? 

 

1:1 We have all seen TV or film dramas that represent courtroom scenes. We can 

picture a Judge and the prosecuting Council, and the Counsel for the 

defence, and sometimes a Jury to decide guilt or innocence. In Justification 

we are, as it were, in God’s courtroom. We are the offender, the accused and 

we stand before a Holy and Just God who has the right to condemn us for our 

sin. But, we have an argument. Jesus, our substitute has died and paid the 

penalty for our sin; we have put our trust in Him. In that respect, God then 

pronounces us to be Just in His sight. We are therefore, justified through our 

faith in Christ.  

 

1:2 The important thing to remember is that – as in a court of law – it is the Judge 

who pronounces the verdict. Therefore, God alone pronounces us Justified. 

Justification is a declaration by God. We do not justify ourselves; it is not the 

Pastor, or the Church. God alone asserts and declares that we are Right. He 

is the Judge and He is the One who can and does pronounce us Justified.  

 

1:3 Why do we need to be Justified? Because in our sin we are wrong with God; 

we are unacceptable to Him. Under the divine Law of God we are found to be 

guilty. We were born guilty into this world worthy of condemnation (Rom 

5:18). We have all “sinned and fallen short of the glory of God”  (Rom 3:21). 

We cannot expect to be able to stand before a Holy and Just God in our sin – 

we would have to be consigned to hell and condemnation. Justice must be 

seen to be done.  
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1:4 But there is an answer. The Lord Jesus Christ came into this world “to die for 

sinners”. Even this was a legal act: “The Just died for the unjust” (1 Peter 

3:18); He met the demands of a broken Law both in His life and in His death. 

We can be put in the right with God. We can be made acceptable to Him. The 

wrong we have done can be addressed. We can be Justified and be made 

free from sin and condemnation. It happens when we repent and accept 

Christ as our personal Saviour, believing that He died for our sin. When we 

believe we are instantly Justified.  

 

1:5 Justification is all about making a change to our legal status. We are not 

dealing with feelings, experiences or anything that is subjective – it is outside 

of us but it concerns us. It is forensic; legal; judicial. God, the Judge of all the 

earth making a declaration concerning our legal standing. It is not something 

you experience.  

 

1:6 You cannot make yourself justified. As in a court of law, you are completely 

powerless; it is up to the Judge or jury to decide on our guilt or innocence. We 

are passive and He is active  

 

1:7 This is what Romans 3:24 says, “…they are justified as a gift”. Then again in 

verse 26 “He justifies him who has faith in Jesus”; and “Him…who justifies the 

ungodly” (Rom 4:5). Justification is an announcement made by God alone. He 

alone, as the Judge, has the power and authority to make such a 

pronouncement.  

 

2. What is the difference between Justification and  living the Christian 

Life? 

 

 

2:1 Sometimes we confuse our justification which leads to salvation with our 

Christian lives. It is as if the state and condition of our lives affects our 

salvation. It is the old habit of falling back into salvation by works. Even 

Christians are apt at times to make this error and think that they are in danger 

of losing their salvation through the poor state of their Christian lives. Sin, 

falling into temptation and disobedience causes great concern and anxiety 

because it is felt that this will deprive them of their eternal salvation.  
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2:2 I have to say it carefully, but it must be stated that there is a world of 

difference between justification and sanctification and we must not confuse 

the two. Justification happens only once; it is a statement made by God on 

the grounds of the death and resurrection of Christ in whom we place our 

faith. Sanctification is gradual, long lasting throughout our lives. It addresses 

the problematic issue of holiness – not justification. Sanctification, the nature 

of our Christian lives cannot improve or detract from our justification. 

Sanctification has to do with spiritual pollution; justification has to do with our 

guilt. 

 

2:3 Justification has to do with our legal position before God - sanctification has to 

do with our behaviour; justification is an act of God alone - sanctification is a 

process of cooperation between us and God; justification happens suddenly 

whereby the Judge gives His judgement, He makes a statement about us - 

sanctification is a long process of God working in us and about us with 

reference to our conduct and behaviour.  

 

2:4 We must keep justification separate from sanctification. Of course, the way 

we live will reflect on our justification because it will show whether we really 

have been justified. A person who says “I am justified through faith, therefore 

it does not matter how I live”, shows that he has not been justified. A person 

who has been genuinely justified by God seeks to live a life pleasing to God.  

 

2:5 Here is an illustration. When I buy an item through the internet I always 

instantly receive a confirmation email. My purchase has been made and my 

credit card is accepted. This is my assurance that I will receive the item I have 

paid for.  

 

2:6 Unfortunately, God does not send us a confirmation email! Yet, we can know 

whether we are really justified through faith by the kind of lives that we live 

and that we want to live. John put it like this, “By this we know that we know 

Him, if we keep His commandments” (1John 2:3). Paul put it a different way. 

In Romans 6:1 he asked how is it possible, that someone who has been 

united through faith in Christ and has been identified with His death and 

resurrection, can go on to live a life enjoying sin? It is really not possible. The 
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way you live and the way you want to live shows whether or not you have 

truly been justified through faith. That is the test; that is the confirmation.  

 

3. What is the basis for Justification ? 

 

 

3:1 I have said much about “faith” in Christ being the means through which we 

are justified. We must be careful not to draw the conclusion that we are 

justified because of our faith. Faith, as we have already seen, is merely an 

instrument that connects us with Christ. Faith itself does not save us; faith 

does not justify us. If we were saved because of our faith then faith would 

become a work that merits justification. The bible does not teach this. In fact it 

makes this an emphasis when we read, “He saved us not by deeds done by 

us in righteousness” (Tit 3:5); and “through the works of the law shall no one 

be justified” (Rom 30).  

 

3:2  There are only two grounds upon which God justifies sinners. The first is the 

death of Christ. Paul makes a very clear statement about this, “we have now 

been justified by his blood”. The term “blood” stands for the death of Christ 

who, as a substitute, who took upon Himself our sins and bore the 

punishment for our sins. It is through and because of the cross that we can be 

justified. It means that when we put our trust in Christ God looks at the death 

of Christ and sees that this was punishment fully paying for our guilt. He is 

then enabled to give us a free justification. God looks on Christ not on us, but 

due to our unity with Christ we are then seen by God as if we had paid for our 

own sins.  

 

3:3 This is a very interesting and important point. In the sight of a holy God justice 

must be seen to be done. The person that sins must die for his or her sins. If 

we bore the condemnation of God there would be no hope; we would all 

perish in hell. But, Christ has died; a death has taken place. When we commit 

ourselves to Christ His death becomes our death. It is as if we had actually 

died.  

 

3:4 Look at how closely we are united with the death of Christ. Romans 6:2 “…” 

Then come to verse 5, “…we have been united with him in a death like his”. 

Paul clinches his thinking in verse 8 “Now we have died with Christ”. This 
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means a person who trust in Christ has died! That person is seen by God as if 

he or she actually died for their own sins.  

 

3:5 In England the last execution by hanging took place on 13 August 1964. Do 

you know of the story of Albert Pierrepoint? He was England’s famous 

hangman. When Albert had executed a criminal he always took great care of 

the dead body. He handled the body with care and respect. Why did he do 

this? It was his view that the person had now paid for their crime and was 

innocent as any other person in society. Once the punishment had been 

meted out that was sufficient for Albert. He saw the person as any decent 

individual who deserved a proper burial.  In the post war years he went to 

Germany to organise the executions of German war criminals. He objected to 

the mishandling of the bodies of these Germans after the hanging. He wanted 

to treat them with respect, but others were indifferent and treated the bodies 

with contempt. But Albert kept on saying that their crimes had been paid for; 

their debt had been paid in full; they were now free from their crimes. 

3:6 When we died with Christ we cannot die again! Once the punishment for our 

sins has been carried out we are now free from sin before God. He will not 

exact a second punishment from us. We are free. In Romans 6:7 we read, 

“For one who has died has been set free from sin”. Our English translation of 

this verse is incorrect. It should read, “For one who has died has been 

justified from sin”. I notice that the Polish is correct which reads, 

Usprawiedliwienie which is in English, “justified”.  

3:7 So, if we are in Christ we have already been executed for our crimes of sin. 

You can only be executed once. That sentence has already been passed and 

we know of One who stood in our place and received the sentence of death. If 

we are in Him it is as if we had died. On this basis we can be justified.  

3:8 The second ground and basis for our justification is the resurrection of Christ. 

Sadly, in our preaching we do not make much of the resurrection of Jesus. 

But we have to realise that if it was not for the resurrection there could be no 

justification or salvation. We are fully dependent on the empty grave.  

3:9 There is a very important truth found in Romans 4:24-25 which reads, “ Jesus 

our Lord, who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our 
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justification”. Jesus died for our sins, but was raised for our justification. What 

does this mean? How can the resurrection of Christ be the ground for our 

justification?  

 

3:10 First, the resurrection is a vindication of the deity and Godhood of Jesus. We 

know from Jesus’ teaching and the miracles that He is God. But the 

resurrection is the final and ultimate proof. It shows Him overcoming death 

itself. The final enemy of life is death.  

 

3:11 If Jesus had remained in the grave it would have given us a very different 

picture of Jesus. We would see Him as a mere man made of all the 

weaknesses of humanity. It would also have shown Him to be a liar because 

He kept on telling His disciples that He would rise again. It is imperative for 

our salvation that this Jesus was more than a man; He needs to be the 

God/Man. It is the resurrection that demonstrates this for us. Only God could 

bear the curse of our sin; only God could take on the full weight of the wrath 

of God. Therefore, because of this God is able to accept His death as 

sufficient for our sins. 

 

3:12 Secondly, the resurrection is important to our justification because it proves 

that God the Father accepted the death of Christ as sufficient for our sins. It is 

the proof; evidence of a perfect satisfaction. When you purchase something 

from a shop you usually receive a receipt. The receipt is proof of purchase. 

You have evidence that you have paid for the item and that it is yours. The 

shop owner is satisfied that the price has been paid in full. So, in the 

resurrection God the Father is saying, “Yes, the death of Christ is sufficient 

payment for the sins of my people”.  

 

3:13 Consequently, Paul is correct when he states that Jesus was “raised for our 

justification”. This is why in 1 Corinthians 15:17 Paul can say, “If Christ has 

not been raised your faith is futile and you are still in your sins”. But he could 

then go on to say, “But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead….” (vs 

20). God can, therefore, justify His people.  

 

 

4. Justification – a new dress 
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4:1 In English it is possible to think of Justification as “just-as-if-I-had-never-

sinned”. It is correct to think of justification as putting us in a position before 

God designating us “as if we had never sinned”. The sin issue is completely 

addressed; we are no longer under condemnation; we do not fear the final 

Judgement. But that is not the complete picture. This is just the negative side 

of justification. There is a positive aspect that is important.  

 

4:2 In Romans 5:12-21 Paul contrasts two men; Adam and Christ. He keeps on 

saying, “the one man…the one man….” You will be aware that Adam’s act of 

disobedience brought sin into the world (Genesis 3, Rom 5:12). He also 

brought us into “condemnation” (Rom 5:18) and made us all born “sinners” 

(Rom 5:19). In other words, he made a complete mess of the world and 

humanity. It was because of him that there is sin, evil and destruction in the 

entire world affecting humanity, wild life, environment etc.  

 

4:3 But into this world came another Man. His name was Jesus. He was called 

“the last Adam” (1 Cor 15:45). What did He do? Well, he corrected all the 

mistakes made by the first Adam. Whereas the first Adam failed to keep 

God’s law and then went on to break that law, Jesus perfectly fulfilled the law 

of God in his lifetime and then paid the wages for the broken law through His 

death.  

 

4:4 So, we could think of Jesus merely putting right where Adam failed. But Jesus 

did more. Not only did He deal with sin and its effects by paying the wages of 

sin in death, He did something else for us. He brought to us a perfect 

“righteousness”. Yes, He did away with sin which would have brought 

condemnation, but He did more. If we had been left with a form of justification 

that merely dealt with sin, we would still not have been fit to enter the 

presence of God. Withdrawing the condemnation alone was insufficient. It 

would still leave us having been unable to fulfil the Law of God.  

 

4:5 It is in this second aspect of justification that we are given a perfect 

righteousness. In the passage of Romans 5:12-21 we read of this 

“righteousness” which is made available to us in verses 17, 19, 21. Not only is 

the guilt dealt with, our whole presentation is renewed.  
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4:6 We know that Adam did two things that were wrong. First, he broke the Law 

of God by eating the forbidden fruit. Secondly, he failed to live a life in full 

conformity to the Law of God. I know these two are intertwined, but we need 

to think of them separately. God demands the complete fulfilment of His Law 

before anyone could stand in His presence. Think, then, of this 

“righteousness” as the fulfilment of the whole Law of God. We know that 

Jesus kept the whole of the Law of God during His lifetime; He did not sin. 

Adam, however, did not keep the Law but Jesus did. 

 

4:7 When, therefore, we are united with Christ through faith we not only have died 

with him, thereby paying the wages of sin, but we are also viewed by God as 

if we had kept the whole Law. This is the righteousness of Christ that is given 

to us. In Christ we are counted as having done all the righteousness that God 

requires; namely having kept the whole Law. This “righteousness” is nothing 

less than a full conformity to the Law of God. Listen to Romans 8:4 “For God 

has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his 

own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the 

flesh,  in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in 

us”.  

 

 

4:8 So, there are two sides to justification. First, we have the full forgiveness of 

our sins, paid in full through the death of Christ which is now put to our 

account. God views us as if we had actually died for our sins. Once the 

penalty is paid the Law is satisfied. So, we have “just-as-if-I-had-never-

sinned”.  

 

4:9 But, justification has a second side. In this we receive the righteousness of 

Christ. His ability to keep the Law in His lifetime is credited to us. God now 

views us as if we had kept the Law fully. So, in English we have, “just-as-if-I-

had-kept-the Law”.  

 

4:10 You might ask why this second aspect is no important and why the NT makes 

so much of it. The answer is that it is this that makes us acceptable to God 

and forms the basis of our relationship with Him. Mere forgiveness of sin does 

not promise relationship. You can forgive someone but still remain distant. An 

offended person might say that they forgive you and not seek punishment, but 
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they can still be unfriendly towards you; it does not mean you and he are 

reconciled.  

 

4:11 God does not stop at forgiveness. He could have done. He could have left us 

as we are and kept His distance from us. But He did not. He provided a 

righteousness that would enable Him to have communication with us and 

construct a meaningful relationship. Listen to Romans 5:10 “If while we were 

enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of His Son….”. 

Reconciliation; this is what salvation is all about. It is not merely sins forgiven 

and home in heaven. It is a relationship with God. God enables this to happen 

through the righteousness that He gives to us as a gift. 

 

4:12 Think of it like this. Suppose you receive an invitation to visit the Queen of 

England, Elizabeth ll. What would be the first thing that you would think of? 

“What shall I wear?” You could not attend her majesty in your gardening 

clothes; or your swim wear; or your leisure clothes. You would have to go out 

and buy a new dress, or suit. Why? Because you would realise that your 

presentation before her majesty is so important you must look your best. You 

would not be accepted otherwise. You must be acceptable to her Majesty. 

 

4:13 So it is with God. He is majestically holy, righteous and pure. We cannot 

approach Him just as we are. We need a new set of spiritual clothes; we are 

clothed with the righteousness of Christ. Our own righteousness is of no 

value; we need a righteousness of another. It is given to us in justification. 

Romans 5:17 “…who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of 

righteousness….” God now looks upon us as people who have paid the 

penalty of sin, and who have fully kept the whole Law. We can now stand in 

His presence. 

 

 

 

Some Applications  

 

1. Perhaps one of Paul’s greatest statements about justification comes from 

Romans 4:5 “He justifies the ungodly”. What an amazing statement. God 

does not justify good people; nice people; God fearing people – because 

there are none. By nature men and women – even if religious – are “haters of 
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God” (Rom 1:30) who “have no fear of God before their eyes” (Rom 3:18), 

and who are “hostile to God” (Rom 8:7). These are the ones whom God, in 

His grace, justifies.  

 

2. I can recall Jesus saying that He had not come to call the “righteous” but 

“sinners”.  

 

Richard Lee  July 2012 


