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Salvation Explained 

Lecture 5 

 

Personal salvation –  Making a relationship:  Faith in Christ 

 

Introduction  

 

1. As I introduce this subject of saving faith I want to say something that might 

shock you all. I do not believe that there is any salvation in faith. In other 

words, “faith” will not save you; “faith” will not make you right with God; “faith” 

will not give you direction to heaven. 

 

2. What do I mean? Faith itself will not save because we are not saved on the 

basis or ground of our faith. It is the object of our faith that saves; it is Christ 

and Christ alone who saves. Our faith must be firmly fixed in the Lord Jesus 

Christ, for it is Him and His work through dying and rising again that saves us.  

 

3. Following on from our previous study let me emphasis the close connection 

that saving faith has with repentance. There is no true repentance but that it 

leads to true saving faith in Christ; there is no true saving faith but that it 

proceeds from true repentance. The two are inseparable; like Siamese twins, 

you cannot separate them. You cannot have true biblical repentance without 

faith; you cannot have faith without repentance.  

 

 

1. Is “Faith” really necessary for salvation? 

 

1:1 Saving faith is an integral part of the Gospel of salvation. The writer to the 

Hebrews said, “Without faith it is impossible to please Him”. He then went on to 

say, “For whoever would draw near to God must believe that He exists…” (Heb 

11:6). The words of John are conclusive, “…he who believes on Him is not 

condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already because he 

has not believed in the name of the only Son of God” (John 3:18). 

 

1:2  All through Romans Paul uses the word “faith”, showing that justification is 

through faith. He uses the word “faith” forty times in this one letter. “Faith” 
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comes 270 times in the bible; “believe” 160 times. The latter is used 54 times in 

the Gospel of John alone. We can take it further and add another 66 times in 

the bible for “believed”. There is more because “trust” is used 85 times with 36 

findings in the Psalms. To summarise we can say that various forms of 

“believe” occurs over 500 times in the NT which means twice in every chapter.  

 

1:3 The simple answer to the question of the man in charge of the prison in Philippi 

who asked, “What must I do to be saved”, was “Believe on the Lord Jesus 

Christ and you will be saved” (Acts 16:31).  

 

2. Were the Old Testament people saved through fait h? 

 

2:1 This is an issue that sometimes trouble Christian people. They think that in the 

OT salvation was through obedience to the Law. It is felt that as the OT people 

failed to obey the Law so God introduced the Gospel of salvation which 

through faith in Christ. Therefore, salvation through was a kind of contingency; 

a kind of after thought based on the failure of the OT Jews.  

 

2:2 Why is this wrong? First, because the OT Law was never given as a means of 

salvation. God has only ever had one way of salvation for both OT and NT and 

present day the world over.  

 

2:3 But why was the Law given anyway?  It was given primarily for two reasons. 

First, because was God dealing with Israel politically. Israel was a nation over 

which God ruled through the prophets and kings. Much of the OT literature is 

given up to God’s dealings with Israel politically. For example, in Deuteronomy 

chapter 4 Moses summaries this teaching. In verse 40 “Keep his decrees and 

commands, which I am giving you today, so that it may go well with you and 

your children after you and that you may live long in the land the LORD your 

God gives you for all time”. Obedience to the Law would bring material 

blessings. But then in verses 25-27 Israel is warned of severe judgement if 

they do not obey the Commandments, After you have had children and 

grandchildren and have lived in the land a long time--if you then become 

corrupt and make any kind of idol, doing evil in the eyes of the LORD your God 

and provoking him to anger,  I call heaven and earth as witnesses against you 

this day that you will quickly perish from the land that you are crossing the 

Jordan to possess. You will not live there long but will certainly be destroyed. 
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The LORD will scatter you among the peoples, and only a few of you will 

survive among the nations to which the LORD will drive you 

 

2:4 There is nothing here about justification, or salvation. It is merely dealing with 

Israel on a political level as a nation amongst other nations. Israel was given 

three sets of Laws. The moral Law and the civil Law were given to provide 

them with a civilisation because that they had emerged from Egypt as a motley 

group of ex-slaves who had become nomads. They had no history of 

civilisation as a nation. They needed rules to govern them and control abuses, 

bringing a measure of law and order to the nation.  

 

2:5 Yet, God was also in the business of dealing with people spiritually. For this 

reason He gave both the ceremonial Law and the moral Law. The ceremonial 

Law was given because God loved His people and wanted communication with 

them through blood sacrifices that would deal with the issue of sin. The moral 

Law had a dual purpose. In the first place it gave the people a moral code of 

behaviour within a nation, but in the second place it was a means of exposing 

personal sin in a spiritual sense. If people were to come to the point where they 

recognise they were sinners in need of salvation and justification, they would 

need to have their sin revealed to them. Repentance before God and faith in 

the Christ to come (foreshadowed in the sacrificial system) they would be led 

to justification. Hence for this reason Paul could wrote in Romans 3:20 

“Therefore no-one will be declared righteous in his sight by observing the law; 

rather, through the law we become conscious of sin”. This is the main reason 

for the Law. Not as a means of salvation but rather a means of revealing sin 

which in turn should lead to repentance and salvation.  

 

2:6 But you may still ask, “Was salvation through faith taught and practiced in the 

OT?” The answer is a simple “Yes”. For example, Abraham is recorded to have 

been converted through faith, “He believed God and it was accounted to him 

for righteousness” (Gen 15:6). Now, when Paul writes his letter to the Romans 

and Galatians he points back to this verse to show that God’s way of salvation 

has always been through faith. When the writer to the Hebrews in chapter 11 

make a long list of OT saints who are an example to us, he highlights their 

faith. He said, “Without faith it is impossible to please God” (Heb 11:6). This 

was spoken about the OT.  
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2:7 It is very important for us to accept that God has only had one way of saving 

people. He does not have a different method for children, old people, people 

living in far off lands. There is only way that a person can become justified 

before God and that is through expressing conscious faith in the Christ who 

died and rose again.  

 

3.  What then is this thing called “ Faith”? 

 

3:1 When I need petrol for my car, what do I do? I drive to the petrol pump and 

unhitch a long pipe and place the nozzle end into the pipe that connects with 

the petrol tank of my car. I then wait until sufficient petrol has been off loaded 

and then switch off and go and pay my bill.  

 

3:2 You must liken “faith” to the long pipe with the nozzle. Faith is merely an 

instrument, like the petrol pipe, which connects you to Christ. It is a devise, a 

gadget, an implement or a utensil. That is all it is and nothing more.  

 

3:3 You must not make faith into a work. God will not look at your faith and then 

reward you with salvation. It is easy to fall into this trap. In our language we 

should say that we are saved “through faith”, not “because of faith”. In the NT 

the wording is very clear. It never presents faith as the basis, ground or reason 

for salvation. Salvation is never presented on the basis of works whether they 

by moral good works, or religious good works. You must not think that you are 

pleasing God with your faith so that He will then respond and reward you with 

salvation. That would make the Gospel into salvation by works. 

 

3:4 Faith is only an instrument. It is Christ, and Christ alone who saves. Your faith 

is merely linking you with the Saviour who can save. Your faith is merely 

building a bridge so that you can connect with Christ, the bridge enables you to 

become joined with Christ; united with Christ. In the NT Paul’s favourite phrase 

is always, “in Christ”. All you need is something that will connect you with 

Christ. He has done all the work through His death and resurrection and 

subsequent ascension. You simply need a link to join yourself to Him.  

 

3:5 Faith that saves is a faith that is imbedded in Christ. But does it matter what 

sort of Christ I have in mind? Suppose someone said that he believed in Christ 

the Teacher; or Christ the miracle worker; or Christ the moral example. Does 
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that constitute saving faith? Some people might say that they just want a Christ 

to help them with their problems and anxieties. They are struggling in life and 

have heard that Jesus can assist them with His love and grace. So, they think 

that all they need to do is put their faith in Christ who will be for them a kind of 

spiritual social worker, or psychologist, therapist.  

 

3:6 The bible makes it plain that as we express our faith it must be in the Christ 

who died as our substitute. Listen to Romans 3:25 “whom God put forward as 

a propitiation by faith in His blood”. Although some translations render it slightly 

differently, the Greek is quite clear. God sent His Son into the world to die on 

the cross as a means of satisfying divine wrath. This is what is meant by the 

word “propitiation”. But then he follows it with a clear indication that this Jesus 

must be accepted and believed upon in relation to this death.  

 

3:7 “To be received by faith in His blood”.  It is not “to be received by faith in  His 

life; teaching; goodness; love”. No, saving faith is placed in the Christ who 

died. Faith focuses on the death and resurrection of Christ. Christ the sin-

bearer; Christ the One who can make us presentable to a holy God; Christ the 

One who stood in our place and received in His own body the punishment for 

our sin.  

 

3:8 It is for this reason that repentance is necessary as something that comes 

before faith. If repentance is real, and a full acknowledgement of one’s sin is 

expressed, then Christ will be seen only as the One who can deal with that sin. 

Repentance is bound to lead to faith in the “blood of Christ”. Repentance will 

not look at the teaching; moral example; love and kindness of Christ. 

Repentance is single focused and will only look to a Christ who can redeem, 

bring forgiveness, make one right with God.  
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4. Can faith be more easily explained? 

 

4:1 It is possible to explain faith in three ways. 

 

4:2 First, Faith is knowledge. This may come as a surprise to some people 

because it is thought that faith and knowledge are opposites. Faith is thought 

of as expressing trust in something or someone you cannot reason. But this is 

not what is required in NT faith. NT faith is not blind faith. It is not jumping into 

the unknown. It is not demanding that you sacrifice all your questions, 

intelligence, reasoning and thinking powers.  

 

4:3 Faith is based on knowledge. It requires that you know the Gospel facts; that 

Christ Jesus came into the world to die for sinners; that He was born sinless; 

that He lived a perfect sinless life; that He died as a substitute for sinners and 

that He rose from the dead. These are the basic facts of the NT. You must 

know this information.  

 

4:4 Hebrews 11:6 says, “For whoever would dray near to God must believe that He 

exists”. You cannot express faith in a God in whom you do not believe. Faith 

does not begin in a vacuum. Faith must be  based on information and truth.  

 

4:5 It is for this reason that evangelism must become teaching evangelism. 

Emotional responses that are aroused through strong persuasive preaching 

void of teaching material, does not equate as saving faith.  

 

4:6 Of course, there has to be a limit to the amount of information that is needed. 

The NT does not tell us how much truth needs to be known. But, it is important 

that saving faith does begin in the mind. Paul said this, “Faith comes from what 

is heard and what is heard comes by the preaching of Christ” (Rom 10:17). 

You see, believing has to be grounded in facts – “from what is heard”, namely, 

“the preaching of Christ”.  

 

4:7 Secondly, Faith is conviction.  The information and knowledge turns into 

conviction of the truth. The truth has to be believed. It is essential to know the 

facts, but the facts then have to be believed. This is why faith does not request 

the intelligence to be abandoned or for the person to dispense with all of their 

questions. Saving faith rests on a belief in the biblical revelation. You cannot 
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trust Christ for salvation without believing implicitly that what the bible says 

about Him is true.  

 

4:8 The Greek word “pisteuo” ( pisteuw)  comes from the Greek word “peitho” 

(peiqw) meaning “to persuade”. Thereby giving the indication that true saving 

faith contains knowledge which brings a person to a certain persuasion of the 

truth of the Gospel. Faith begins with being persuaded of the truthfulness of the 

information. You believe it to be true and genuine.  

 

4:9 Paul makes this statement in Romans 10:9 “If you confess with your lips that 

Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, 

you will be saved”. This is not suggesting that a mere intellectual acceptance of 

the truth itself is sufficient. What it is doing is laying the foundation for faith. 

Saving faith has to begin with acceptance of the Gospel truth, namely that 

Jesus is “Lord” and that “God raised Him from the dead”. Jesus made this 

comment, “For you will die in your sins unless you believe that I am He” (John 

8:24).  

 

4:10 When we speak of the “heart” in scripture we obviously do not refer to the 

physical organ in our bodies. It is a term that embraces the mind, will and 

emotions. All three need to be engaged, but for our purposes we are thinking 

of the mind. The mind is very active. Listen to this, “…You have become 

obedient from the heart to the standard of doctrine to which you were 

committed” (Rom 6:17). There is the “doctrine”, the teaching, the information. It 

is received and believed on by the heart. Notice the use of the term “doctrine” 

or “teaching”.  

 

4:11 We could go even further and put it like this. Faith requires that the truth is not 

only known by the mind, it is gripped by the mind, moved and challenged by 

the mind. The truth affects; disturbs the mind. After His resurrection Jesus met 

two disciples on a journey to Emmaus. He began talking to them about Himself 

and His death. When He finally left them they said, “Did not His words burn 

within us on the road while he opened to us the Scriptures” (Luke 24:32).  

 

4:12 Faith requires the “burning heart”. John Wesley wrote about his own 

conversion in the 18th century. He said this, “I felt my heart strangely warmed, I 

felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alone for my salvation”. The truth does not 
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merely affect the intellect; it affects the whole being – the heart, namely the 

mind, will and emotions. There is nothing cold and clinical here. It is a mere 

mechanical belief.  

 

4:13 Thirdly, Faith is trust in Christ. From knowledge to conviction to implicit trust. 

The most vital part of faith. You cannot stop at the first two stages. You cannot 

remain with knowledge even if it moves you. Did you know that the demons 

believe in God, that He is One and they are deeply affected, for James tells us 

that “they shudder” (James 2:19). We are not talking here of faith in a creed; or 

faith in Christianity; or a belief about Christ. 

 

4:14 It is said that when I get on a bus to take me to a destination I am expressing 

faith in the driver and bus. That is nonsense. That is not faith at all. That is 

common sense based on the balance of probabilities. There is no record of this 

bus not being able to convey me to my destination; I know that the driver will 

have had to pass a stringent driving test. Occasionally a bus may develop a 

fault, or the driver make a mistake, but on the balance of probabilities this 

particular bus will not have engine trouble, the driver will driver with care, and 

so succeed in taking me on my journey. That is not faith. That is merely 

common sense based on the balance of probabilities. 

 

4:15 It is at this stage that the will is affected. There is movement; action; decision is 

made to accept this Christ as a personal Saviour. This is the stage of 

commitment. The person is now convinced that there is a desperate need of 

Christ; that He can save; that sins must and can be forgiven. The truth has 

arrested them.  

 

4:16 The bible uses a number of different expressions to demonstrate the meaning 

and significance of faith. You will see that each of them demand action.  

 Receiving Christ:  (John 1:12,  Col 2:6) 

 Looking (to Christ):  (Isaiah 45:22) 

 Fleeing for refuge to Christ:  (Heb 6:18) 

 Coming to Christ: (John 6:35)  

 Calling upon Christ:  (Rom 10:13) 

 Following Christ:  (Mark 8:34) 
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Some Applications  

 

1. We have seen that the New Birth and the Calling were purely acts of God in 

which we did not take part. But when we come to repentance and faith we are 

focusing on human activity. Yet, we must realise that none of this would be 

possible if were not for the hidden, secret and gracious work of God in our 

hearts.  

 

2. However, there is something more I must add. Although repentance and faith 

are human actions, even these are as a result of the inward working of God. 

The bible tells us that both repentance and faith are the gifts of God.  

 

3. When Paul wrote to Timothy he said of the unconverted, “God may perhaps 

grant them repentance leading to a knowledge of the truth” (2 Tim 2:25). The 

Elders of the Church in Jerusalem, on hearing of the conversion of Cornelius 

and his friends said, “Then to the Gentiles also God has granted repentance 

that leads to life” (Acts 11:18).  

 

4. When writing to the Ephesian Church Paul reminded them, “For by grace you 

are saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God…” 

(Eph 2:8).  

 

5. If the stages of repentance and faith are reached then complete and final 

salvation has been obtained. But, it is a work of God through His grace. When 

we reflect on our individual salvation there is only One to thank, and that is 

God alone. Can I suggest that when we give our testimonies of how we came 

to be converted, we give space to include God and His work. I think we should 

search our experiences to see the hand of God. 

 

6. Salvation is all of God. 

 

 

Richard Lee: July 2012 

 


