
Poland Summer Camp 2017 

Sermon / Studies in John 17 

4.  Sanctifying for God’s People: 17-19  

Introduction 

Jesus now proceeds with His prayer for His disciples (and us) as he moved away from protection 
to commitment and service.  

Verse 17   Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. 

Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. 

The Greek word “sanctify” really means “to set aside; separation from something and dedicated to 
a specific purpose”. Therefore, although it does include holiness, strictly speaking it means 
dedication and commitment, or consecration. The essential thought here is “separation”. It is the 
Greek word following the OT Hebrew word קדׁש which originally meant “to cut” signifying “to  cut 
something off from something thereby separating it”. So in both OT and NT the idea is that of a 
person being separated from what is sinful and being dedicated to something that is holy and pure. 

Verse 18   As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world. 

As you sent me into the world, 

Whilst the coming of Jesus into the world was fully voluntary, within the Divine Council the Son was 
appointed by the Father and sent into the world. He was directed and "sent" by the Father into this 
world. It was God the Father who actually “gave” His Son (Jn 3:16) into the world. He was given a 
commission. 

I have sent them into the world. 

Jesus now uses the same Greek word that was applied to Himself and applies it to the disciples. 
"Just as" Jesus was “sent” into the world with a mission, so the disciples have now been “sent” into 
the world with a mission. Details of this mission will be given to the disciples just prior to His 
ascension (Matt 28, Luke 24 and Acts 1). 
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So we have the disciples living in the world, but not of this world, hated by the world needing 
protection, yet at the same time having a mission to fulfil in the world; a mission to which they need 
to be dedicated and committed.  

Verse 19   For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified. 

For them I sanctify myself, 

As we have already notice, this cannot simply mean "to make holy", as Christ does not need to be 
sanctified in the sense of being made holy. The true meaning of the term is "separation for a 
specific purpose". Jesus is saying that "for them”, i.e., “their sakes”, He is separating Himself from 
this life for the express purpose of making atonement; He is dedicating Himself to the mission that 
the Father has given to Him (4); He is removing and cutting  Himself off from this life to give 
Himself to death as a substitute for sinners. 

that they too may be truly sanctified. 

The purpose of Christ dedicating Himself to the cross, for the sake of the disciples (and us), is so 
that they also (and us) may be separated from this sinful world and become dedicated, committed 
to God and His service.  

Whilst the word “truly” is presented as an adverb, it is the same Greek word that is used in verse 
17 where it is a noun, here it must be translated as an adverb “truly”. Jesus wants the disciples to 
be completely, genuinely, fully and sincerely set apart for the mission to which He is sending them. 

Applications and Observations 

1.   The People of God must be a dedicated and committed to God: 
         
        “Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth”  (17). 

The term "sanctify" has, for us, a deep theological truth signifying holiness, purity of life and 
obedience to God. Yet, in NT days the Greek word, and from its context here, may have more to do 
with the disciples (and us) being separated from the world and dedicated to God in life and service. 
The Greek word simply means, “separated, set aside, removed from one thing and dedicated to 
another”.  
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Our understanding of this term must come from vs 19 where Jesus speaks of Himself and say, 
Jesus says, "I sanctify myself". This cannot mean that Jesus was thinking of His progress in 
holiness because He was sinless. He is referring to His own dedication and commitment to the 
service of God. Jesus Himself was separated from the world and its demands so that He might 
dedicate and commit Himself to the will of God.  

As He says, He did it “for their sakes”. Jesus gave Himself wholly to the work that God gave Him to 
do, and He did this for us, for our salvation. He said that same thing in John 10:36 “ him whom the 
Father consecrated and sent into the world”; or as another translation has, “whom the Father has 
set apart”. It is he same Greek word, but the translators have chosen to render it as, “consecrate” 
or “set apart” (NIV). 

Repeatedly throughout His life Jesus spoke of doing the Father’s will: “For I have come down from 
heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him who sent me” (John 6:38). Jesus was fully 
dedicated and consecrated to the Father’s will and purposes. As the God/Man, Jesus set Himself 
aside to service the interests of His Father. 

Early in the prayer of John 17 spoken of His dedication in these words, “I glorified you on earth, 
having accomplished the work that you gave me to do” (vs 4). Jesus was given a commission and 
He fulfilled it. This is what the word “sanctify” means here.  

However, in His prayer Jesus is asking that His disciples (and us) might also be dedicated and 
committed, “Sanctify them…..” It is an imperative. He is asking that the Father will lay His hand 
upon the disciples (and us) so that they might become fully dedicated and committed to the Father 
in life and in service.  

This helps us understand the teaching about the Christian life that we often call “sanctification”. 
When we think of sanctification we must not think merely of overcoming certain sins. There is a 
tendency to consider sanctification as a list of moral and ethical accomplishments. We know from 
our own lives the various sins that trouble us most and which we are seeking to conquer. But 
sanctification is more than this. It is not merely that we are trying to be better people, more holy 
and pure. Even non-Christian people can think like this. They too become conscious of moral 
weakness and strive to overcome particular areas of moral deficiency.  

But sanctification is not merely this kind of behaviour. Sanctification is primarily being fully 
committed and dedicated to God. It is all about separation from sinful practice and attaching 
ourselves - not to some moral or ethical code - but to God. It is God that we are seeking not 
morality. This “sanctification” is essential a life that is lived in close relation to God and is pleasing 
to God 
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Christianity is essentially relationship with God. We must not make it into a life of morality and 
ethical standards that must be reached. Our aim is God. We want to please Him. This of course 
involved obedience and the practice of what the Word of God teaches us. But we do this not 
because of some desire for purity of life, but to deepen our relationship with God and live the kind 
of life that is pleasing to Him. This was what Jesus did, “I always do the things that are pleasing to 
him.” (John 8:29).  

Jesus put it like this, “seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness” (Matt 6:33). Whereas 
“righteousness” is our aim, it is really “the Kingdom of God” that comes first. Our priority is not that 
of changing our behaviour because we feel that this is what we should be doing, conquering this 
sin or overcoming that transgression, rather it is deepening our relationship to God in such a way 
that we lose our desire to sin.  

Notice how Paul always presents in his epistles his doctrine before his moral exhortations. If he did 
the reverse he might be in danger of making Christianity to be a system of salvation by works. No, 
salvation is through faith and by grace alone. In his doctrinal section Paul is seeking to draw our 
attention away from ourselves and to fasten on God. 

For example, consider Colossians 3:1-4 “If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things 
that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are 
above, not on things that are on earth. For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in 
God. When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory”.  

Following this doctrinal introduction notice how Paul then details his teaching on holy Christian 
living in the following verses. He begins by using the word, “therefore” (Col 3:5). This is such an 
important word. Paul is in effect saying, “In the light of all that I have been teaching you about your 
salvation there is only one way in which you should live. Given that all this is true of you, therefore 
live this kind of life”. So from verse 5 to the end of the letter much teaching is given in relation to 
the Christian life of holiness. But it is all preceded by this emphasis on the doctrine of salvation. 

The point he is making is that if we could get verses 1-4 right, then the following instructions will 
follow naturally. If we were to concentrate on verses 1-4 and obtain a close and meaningful 
dedication to God, then the rest of these moral exhortations will happen. A person who is wholly 
dedication and consecrated to God will want to live a life that is pleasing and honouring to God. 

Look at another of Paul’s writings. This time Eph 3:14-21. Notice how he ends his prayer in verse 
19 “filled with the fulness of God”. This statement is a summary of all that he has been saying in 
the previous petitions. Then notice how in chapter 4:1 he launches into his moral and ethical 
instructions, “I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling 
to which you have been called…”.  
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He is saying that if we want to consider this “walk” which consists in our holiness, we must know 
what it is to be “filled with the fulness of God”. Sanctification, therefore, consists in this fulness of 
God. This must be our aim - to be so full of Him; pleasing Him; glorifying Him. It becomes our 
reason for our morality and ethics. It  becomes our motivation. It becomes our driving force.  

Sanctification, therefore, essentially is being increasing dedicated, committed, consecrated and 
related to God. Just as Jesus “sanctified” Himself, so we also must be sanctified. As He was set 
apart for God, so we also must become set apart for God. Sanctification therefore is being 
separated and cut off from the world’s sin, and united with God. Sanctification means being 
separated from all that is evil, perverted, contaminated  and devoted wholly to God.  

by the truth; your word is truth 

What do the words "by the truth" mean and how can this relate to dedication and commitment in 
life and service? The following words, "your word is truth" helps us understand what Jesus meant 
by "the truth". It has to be the OT and His own teaching. Yet, in addition to His own teachings (vs 8) 
He must be thinking of the further revelation of truth that would appear in the writings of the 
apostles (Jn 16:12-14) when Jesus said, "I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot 
bear them now.  When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not 
speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the 
things that are to come. He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to you”. In  
other words, this expression “the truth, your truth” must mean the whole revealed Word of God; the 
Bible. 

Furthermore,  we must take note of the words, “your Word is truth”.  Jesus regarded the entire 
revealed Word of God to be genuine “truth”. Jesus never considered the OT or the further 
revelation that would come through the apostles to be mere human speculation or philosophy. For 
Jesus, and it must be for us also, the entire Bible is true “truth”. Not exhausted truth, but certainly 
genuine “truth”.  

“Your word is truth” is indicative of the fact that the entire Bible is God’s revealed truth, and 
therefore it is both divinely inspired and divinely authoritative. Paul can add to this with the words, 
“All Scripture is breathed out by God” (2 Tim 3:16). It is imperative that Christian people view the 
Bible in this manner. The Bible is our only authority in matters of doctrine and practice. In our 
present world of post modernism when objective truth is being rejected, we need to maintain our 
trust in the Bible, and continually use the Bible in preaching, teaching and discussion. It was for 
this reason that Paul added the following words to the scripture just quoted, “All Scripture is 
breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 
righteousness”. 
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However, in what way does the “truth”, or the Bible, act as a sanctifying instrument and an 
instrument that can motivate dedication and commitment? The Word of God does become a 
motivating and stimulating means for dedication when it is read, studied and understood. The Word 
of God details essentially our great salvation. Its teaching and doctrine presents to us the lengths 
of effort, sweat, blood and tears that went into our Redemption. When we read, study and 
understand this it becomes in itself a means of stimulating effort in the service of God. We hear the 
words of Jesus saying, “All this I have done for you; what have you done for me?” 

It was for this reason that Paul always presented his doctrine before giving instructions in Christian 
practical living.  

2.   Jesus was SENT into the world for the People of God 

     "As you sent me into the world…..”  (18) 

It is significant to recognise that Jesus was "sent" into this world. It clearly shows His pre-
existence. Jesus would often use a simple phrase that is easy to overlook. He would frequently 
say, "I have come". When this phrase is used it implies that He came from another place. We did 
not "come" into the world; we were born, we had our beginning in this world when our mother 
conceived us in her womb; we did not have a previous life. Jesus, on the other hand, came from 
the presence of His Father, “glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the 
world began" (vs 5)".  Then again He says, “…you loved me before the foundation of the world” (vs 
24). Only Jesus can say, “I have been sent….” 

This is important teaching  because Jesus is not a created Person. He did not have a beginning. It 
is misleading to speak of Christmas as “Jesus’ birthday”. Yes, at Christmas we celebrate Jesus’ 
human birth from His mother Mary, but we must be cautious about referring to this event as Jesus’ 
beginning.  

It is for us to worship Him for His selfless act of coming into this world; what we call the Incarnation. 
We have no idea of what it must have meant for the Son of God to leave the joy, peace and 
happiness of being in the presence of His Father and come to this planet and look into the face of 
sinful men and women. And not only to look at them but to suffer so much from them.  

The words of vs 5 become so significant when they provide for us a glimpse into the world that 
Christ enjoyed in the presence of His Father and the Holy Spirit before being sent into the world. 
He speaks of “…your own presence with the glory that I had with you before the world existed” (vs 
5). The Greek is very revealing and can be rendered in this way, “the glory I was having when I 
was along side of you, the glory I had in your presence before the world came into being”. Here is 
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the Son enjoying the utter bliss of being alongside of His Father, thoroughly enraptured by the 
glory, enjoying the peace and love of the Trinity.  All this before the very creation of the world. 

Then He is appointed in the Eternal Counsel to be the Redeemer. He steps down from the throne, 
humbles Himself to become a man, adding humanity to His deity. Listen to the words of Paul, 
“Christ Jesus, who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a 
thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the 
likeness of men” (Phil 2:6-7). Christ did not hold on to His glory refusing to obey the Father and 
come to this earth. No! He relinquished the privilege and enjoyment of the Father’s presence in 
glory to be made a babe in the womb of Mary and appear as a man  on this earth.  

We must realise term “world” in John’s Gospel represents a people that is opposed to God, a world 
that rejects and hates God. John writes, “…the light is come into the world, and men loved the 
darkness rather than the light; for their deeds were evil” (John 3:19). We should add to this Paul’s 
account of the world in Romans 1:18-32 with all its evil, sin, wickedness  and perversion. But notice 
how Paul sums it up with the words, “haters of God” (Rom 1:30). It was into this world that Jesus 
was sent. Imagine the contrast between the glory of the presence of the Father and the presence 
of this world in all of its sin, evil and God-hating behaviour. He came into this world of sin. 

Why did Christ do this? He was under no obligation; He was not forced into the Incarnation; there 
was no compelling reason why He should leave the glory and exchange it for this fallen planet. 
Why did He do this? Why did He allow Himself to be “sent into the world”? There is only one 
answer. It was because He loved us. Paul uses these words, “The Son of God who loved me” (Gal 
2:20). 

It is against this backcloth that the words of John 17:5 are so significant, “… the glory that I had 
with you before the world existed”. Jesus seems to be reminiscing as He speaks of this glory that 
He once enjoyed. He seems to be wistfully looking back to that peaceful, enjoyable state of calm in 
the Father’s presence. He is on the very brink of being made to be sin in which state He would 
become the very curse of God as He is made to suffer the penalty of sin and become separated 
from His Father making Him cry out, “My God, my God, why have your abandoned me”.  

I suggest that when we hear those words from the cross we think of these words from the prayer in 
John 17:5 “… the glory that I had with you before the world existed”. He says the same in vs 24 “…
my glory that you have given me because you loved me before the foundation of the world”. This 
time he thinks of the great love that the Father has for Him. Glory and love! But soon all this would 
change to darkness, tears, blood and judgement. He would soon experience the wrath of God 
again all sin; the smile would become the frown; the glory would become the darkness of hell itself.  
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Even though Christmas and Easter are some months behind us or in front of us, we should 
continually live in the light of the magnificence of the step that Christ took when He was “sent into 
the world”. These are most dramatic words.  

3.   Christians are a People sent into the world with a Mission 

“As you sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world” (18). 

Christ was given a mission, and so also the disciples are given a mission, “I have sent them into 
the world”. Just as Jesus came into the world on a Mission, so the Church has a Mission. This 
cannot merely apply to the disciples because in vs 20 Jesus will say,  "My prayer is not for them 
alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message”. 

Consequently, "those who will believe" share in the same mission as the disciples. Whether we 
consider ourselves to be called into full time service or not, we are all engaged in this mission; the 
same mission as Jesus, viz., the mission to make disciples.  

This brings us to consider what is often called, "The Great Commission" in Matt 28:19-20  
“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you”. 

This Commission was presented slightly differently in Luke 24:46-49 but the urgency and 
significance is the same; "Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and rise again from the 
dead the third day; and that repentance for forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in His name 
to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem.  

Then also in Acts, "You are witnesses of these things. "And behold, I am sending forth the promise 
of My Father upon you; but you are to stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on 
high.” This, of course, was realised at Pentecost when the Spirit came in such power (Acts 1-2).  

It is for this reason that Jesus asks the Father that the disciples (and the Church) be not taken "out 
of the world” (vs 15). The Church is a witness to the world; it has a mission. It has to be different 
from the world, remain separate, be dedicated and committed in terms (like Jesus) dedicated to 
mission. It is important today for us to stress the need for Mission. Every Christian is to be engaged 
in mission. We are all witnesses with a commission to explain the Gospel to the world.  

Those words in Matt 28:19 “Go therefore and make disciples….” are often taken with a relevance 
only to those who feel called into what we now term, “full time service”, with an individual leaving a 
job or career being dedicated to going overseas or to a Church pastorate. The emphasis is usually 
placed on the word, “Go” in the text.   
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But whilst there may be an imperative element in the words of this text, they can also be rendered 
(taking note of the aorist temporal participle) “as you go make disciples…”. This means Jesus is 
saying to the disciples that as they go about in the world in their normal tasks, jobs, professions 
and neighbourhoods, they are to make disciples. This also applies to us. As we go about our lives 
in our homes, streets offices, colleges and whatever, we are told to make disciples. The 
Commission of Jesus does not merely apply to those who feel called to the “full time” service.  

I feel that Mission  is not quite so popular to day as it once was some years past. I ask why? 

There two main obstacles to mission in these days. The first is “Pluralism” which teaches that 
every religion has some of the truth that will lead us to God. Christianity is just one religion 
amongst many. Consequently, this has a damping effect upon Christians, even if they do not fully 
agree with this interpretation, there is a lingering doubt that God would ever consign to hell sincere 
people from other religions. A certain understanding of the love of God prohibits thinking like this. 
So Pluralism has a constraining effect on Mission. Why both to end out missionaries, or preach the 
Gospel when all religions lead to God anyway? 

The second obstacle is “Inclusivism”. This teaches that quite apart from the preaching of the 
Gospel God can, and does, save individuals from different parts of the world by enlightening their 
minds towards Him. They may not have heard of Christ or anything to do with the Gospel about 
Jesus dying on the cross. They may know nothing of repentance and faith in Christ. But, it is said, 
God can and does enlighten these people of Himself, particularly sincere religious people, and 
thereby regenerate them into salvation giving them eternal life.  

Again, this arises from a belief that God is so loving and kind that He must do something about all 
the teeming millions of people on this planet who have never had the chance to hear the Gospel. 
Thus the conclusion can be reached which believes that preaching through evangelical Mission is 
not really necessary because God can do it alone without our efforts. The conclusion is reached 
that God does not need us in Mission.  

In fact, for those who hold this view the situation can worsen with the belief that if the Gospel was 
to be brought to other countries and people rejected the call to trust in Christ for eternal salvation, 
they would go to hell. It would, therefore, be much better if the Gospel was not preached so that it 
could not be rejected. 

The problem with both of these theories is that the scripture speaks against them. Jesus said 
emphatically, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through 
me” (John 14:6). Peter adds to this, “…there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name 
under heaven that has been given among men, by which we must be saved.” (Acts 4:12).  
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Furthermore, Paul wrote these challenging words about the need for mission, "Whoever will call 
upon the name of the LORD will be saved. How then shall they call upon Him in whom they have 
not believed? And how shall they believe in Him whom they have not heard? And how shall they 
hear without a preacher? And how shall they preach unless they are sent? Just as it is written, 
"How beautiful are the feet of those who bring glad tidings of good things!  However, they did not 
all heed the glad tidings; for Isaiah says, "LORD, who has believed our report? So faith comes 
from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ” (Rom 10:13-17).  

There is simply no alternative.  Either we tell the world or the world never gets to know and thereby 
remains unsaved with an eternal destiny in hell. Consequently, Christian People have a Mission. 
We are all, in a sense, sent into the world just as Jesus was and just as the disciples were. A 
certain responsibility lies with all of us. 

Richard Lee. May 2017 
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