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Salvation Explained 

 

Lecture 4 

 

 

Personal salvation –  Making a start -  Dealing wit h the sin problem: repentance  

 

 

Introduction  

 

1. My first car was a Ford Anglia. It was great and I have always treasure my very 

first “four wheels”. But there was one problem – rust! I was for ever working on 

the body of the car cleaning off the old rust, painting it with special rust preventer 

and then painting back the colour of the car – blue. This I learned was a never-

ending battle. Once the work was complete the rust would re-appear a few weeks 

later. What was the problem?  

 

 

2. The problem with the rust was not that the rust was coming from the surface, it 

was rust that was coming through from the inside. The rust problem was not the 

outside but the inside. I could not get to the inside because of the way the car 

body had been made. Eventually, the rust was getting so bad that it began letting 

in water from the road. When it rained I could not stop the inside of the car getting 

wet. I had to remove the plug from the floor of the car to let the water out! 

 

3. I am glad to say that the quality of car making today has improved significantly 

since the 1960s and now days we do not have the problems with rust. We just 

have other problems such as the cost of fuel! 

 

4.     Sin! I referred to this subject earlier in our first study. I pointed out that this little 

word dominates the bible. There are at least fifty different words given to describe 

sin – so I am told. Sin is a subject that occupies the majority of the bible. We 

cannot get away from the subject. Indeed, if we want to become Christians, it is 

something that has to be faced. Like the rust on my first car, it must be cleaned 

away. But, like my car, sin cannot be simply removed with a little bit of surface 
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sandpapering like some religious observance or good works; it is something that 

is much deeper and lies within, in the heart and is unreachable.  

 

 

5. “Jesus! Call His name Jesus” Why? Why could not Mary and Joseph find a 

different name; perhaps a name from their own family? The reason was this. 

When God sent His Son into the world it was for a particular task. You could 

almost say that Jesus came into the world for one reason only. It was to deal with 

the sin issue. So, Mary has to name her son, “Je”sus” because, as the angel 

indicated, “He will save His people from their sins” (Matt 1:21).  

 

6. Paul puts it like this, “For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, 

could not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he 

condemned sin in the flesh” (Rom 8:2). Jesus came into the world “for sin”, He 

came to “condemn sin”. It is false to think that Jesus came into this world to teach 

us how to live and give us an example. He did do this indirectly, but His ambition 

for was to die on the cross for sin. 

 

 

7. In another place Paul wrote to Timothy, a young man in the ministry, and told him 

this, “The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus 

came into the world to save sinners” (1 Tim 1:15). Jesus had “sinners” in mind 

when He came into the world. He came to deal with the sin problem. 

 

8. Now, if and when a person wishes to enter the Kingdom of God, they must 

address with the sin problem. This cannot be done by themselves through good 

living or religious service. It can only be done through conversion. It can only be 

done through the twin process of repentance, and faith in the Christ who died for 

sinner. 

 

9. This then introduces us to the matter of Conversion. We have looked at the 

preparatory work of Regeneration and the Calling. All that was hidden and secret 

in the heart conducted by the Holy Spirit. But now we come to the work and 

activity that must be done by us. It is here that a personal response is made to 

the inward working of the Spirit.  
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10. Jesus said, “Unless you become converted you shall not enter the Kingdom of 

Heaven” (Matt 18:3). Here is the necessity of conversion. Conversion is not 

optional; it is essential for salvation. Conversion means a significant change; a 

turn about; a reverse turn. It speaks of a dramatic change. Think of it as radical 

as changing the British pounds into the Polish Zwaty. That is conversion. 

 

 

 

1. The twofold work of conversion. 

 

1:1 Jesus came into Galilee preaching, “repent and believe the Gospel of God” (Mark 

1:14). Later Paul reported that in his preaching he had taught, “repentance 

towards God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ” (Acts 20:21).  

 

 1:2 Evangelists use all kinds of expressions when urging people to be converted. 

Some say, “accept Christ Jesus into your heart”, others say “decide for Christ 

today”, another person I heard say, “Just say `yes` to God”. All these are said 

with great sincerity because the aim is for people to respond to God. Whilst these 

expressions may sound reasonable, none of them are found in the New 

Testament. You may have heard people say, “Now, I want you to pray the sinners 

prayer” and then go on to say a simple prayer which people are asked to repeat. 

Again, this system is not found in the New Testament of getting people to repeat 

a prayer. Indeed, the only sinners prayer that can be found in the bible is that of 

the Publican who said, “God be merciful to me a sinner” (Luke 18:13). 

 

 1:3 Whilst the use of such means may, at times, have their place in evangelism, it 

seems to me that we need to get back to the New Testament to find out exactly 

what is expected of us in conversion. Perhaps looking at New Testament 

expressions will help.  

 

 1:4 When we do look at the New Testament we do find that these two elements must 

always be present in conversion, Repentance and Faith. I know that at times in 

the New Testament writers and preachers did not always mention both of these. 

They may just say, “Repent”, or “Believe in the Lord Jesus”. Whilst this is true, the 

need for both is essential. It is perhaps true to say that when one was spoken the 

other was implied. For example, if you show me a coin and I only see one side of 

the coin, I do not need to turn it over to make sure that what I expect on the other 
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side is truly there. I see only one side so I know that other side is also present 

even without looking. So, when Repentance was preached, belief in Christ was 

equally implied; or when Faith was preached, Repentance was also implied.  

 

2. What is Repentance? 

 

2:1 The word itself in the Greek means “to change one’s mind; to change purpose” 

(metanoia metanoia)). The Greek dictionary states, “to change one's way of life as 

the result of a complete change of thought and attitude” , it went on to add, 

“Though in English a component of repentance is the sorrow or contrition that a 

person experiences because of sin, the emphasis in µετανοέω (metanoeo) and 

µετάνοια (metanoia) seems to be more specifically the total change, both in 

thought and behaviour, with respect to how one should both think and act”.   

 

2:2 There was a parable that Jesus told which, although it does not use the same 

word, does give us an illustration of what the word means. In Matt 21:28-32 it is a 

story of two boys asked by their father to do some work in the field. The first boy 

said he would not go into the field but later “changed his mind” and went into the 

field to do the work requested by the father. The other boy said he would go but 

did not. 

 

2:3 How does this help us understand the meaning of repentance? It means that 

repentance is more than just being sorry for our sin. It is not a matter of a person 

realizing that they have offended God through their behaviour and have decided 

to apologise. It suggests, therefore, that repentance is an entire change that 

begins in the mind. 

 

2:4 We can say that repentance is largely a change of mind with regard to sin. If in 

the past sin was not regarded without any degree of seriousness and treated as if 

it did not matter, now there has been a complete change of mind. Sin is now 

something that troubles the conscience. The person is upset, disturbed, 

distressed and deeply concerned for their sin.  

 

2:5 Sin is now a big issue. It is not merely that the person sees himself or herself as 

sinning, but that they see themselves as being a “sinner”. There is an agreement 

with the bible that they were born in sin (Ps 51:5). It is as if the issue of sin has 

suddenly grown large and foreboding. Paul made this comment saying that at 
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one time he felt to be very much alive but suddenly “sin came alive…” (Rom 7:9). 

Like the Publican in the story, he or she feels themselves to be “a sinner”, or as 

the Greek suggests, “the sinner”. This poor man felt that he was the only real 

sinner in the world; there was no greater sinner than himself. To return to the 

experience of David we find him saying, “I know my transgressions, and my sin is 

ever before me. Against you, and you only, have I sinned….” (Ps 51:3). 

 

2:6 As a result the person is not merely apologetic, but truly distressed and feeling 

totally unworthy even to be a Christian. Remember the story of the Prodigal son 

and how, when he returned to his father, said, “I am no more worthy to be called 

you son” (Luke 15:19). Or like Paul who said, “Oh wretched man that I am…” 

(Rom 7:24), or like Peter who said to Jesus, “Depart from me for I am a sinful 

man” (Luke 5:8).  

 

2:7 From this state of spiritual desperation the person is led to confess their sin. 

When we speak of someone confessing what do we mean? They do not just say 

“sorry”. They become totally honest with the offences with which they are 

charged. They admit that what is said about them is completely true.  

 

2:8 So, in the same way, in repentance the person admits before God that all that the 

bible has to say about them is true; that they are a sinner; that they deserve the 

wrath, judgement and condemnation of God; that they have nothing with which to 

argue with God. He is right; He is accurate in His description of them as a hell 

deserving sinner.  

 

3. Is Repentance really necessary? 

 

3:1 Some people might argue that perhaps repentance is not really necessary in 

conversion and that all is needed in an expression of faith in Christ. The problem 

here is that until a person sees and acknowledges their sin they do not really 

see any need of a Saviour from sin. Jesus did not die on the cross to make 

people happy, or give them some meaning to their lives. The question we need 

to ask is this, “Why do you want to become a Christian?” If it is merely so that 

they can enjoy answers to their prayers; or find a way to heaven; or gain some 

peace and tranquillity in their lives this cannot be considered to be true 

conversion. 
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3:2 No, people are called upon to get right with God. They are to realise that they 

are in the wrong with God; that it is sin that has put them under the judgement of 

God. It may be that indirectly God will provide peace and joy and blessing. But 

this is not what it is all about. Jesus came into the world to deal with the sin 

problem. Becoming a Christian is all about addressing the sin problem.  

 

3:3 If the sin issue is not rightly addressed then faith in Christ is unreal. Christ must 

be sought after as a Saviour from sin; not a Saviour from unhappiness, or a 

meaningless life. If repentance does not occur, then Christ is not seen as a 

Saviour. He is not a spiritual, heavenly benefactor, or super-spiritual Social 

Worker whose job it is to bring calm into a person’s life with a view to taking 

away their worries and frustrations. That may happen indirectly, but it is not the 

primary reason for becoming a Christian.  

 

3:4 We must ask ourselves this question. Why did I accept Christ as my Saviour? 

What motivated me? What was the reason I received Him? Why did I trust in 

Him? What was I looking for? Was it to deal with my sin and make me right with 

God? Or was I looking for some help, guidance, and direction in my life. Did my 

life merely seem incomplete without Jesus? Or, did I seek Christ as my Saviour 

and Deliverer, One to rescue me from sin and its consequences? 

 

 

Some Applications  

 

1. This is challenging stuff! When writing to the Corinthians Paul said this, 

“Examine yourselves, to see whether you are in the faith” (2 Cor 13:5). Why did 

he say this? Because being right with God, having a genuine salvation is of 

utmost importance. It is possible to have an imaginary conversion; to be holding 

on to something that is not true or genuine. Have you ever thought about 

checking your experience of salvation to see if it compares favourably with the 

New Testament process of salvation? Are you willing to check and examine 

yourselves – “to see if you are really in the faith”? 

 

 

2. This does not mean that I am trying to rob you of your peace and assurance. 

What I feel is needed these days is for people to have a genuine New 
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Testament conversion. It is possible that many people think they are saved, 

converted but in reality they are not. 

 

3. Jesus made this terrible statement on one occasion, “"Not everyone who says to 

me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will 

of my Father who is in heaven. 22 On that day many will say to me, 'Lord, Lord, 

did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do 

many mighty works in your name?' 23 And then will I declare to them, 'I never 

knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness”. That is terrible.  

 

 

4. Look at these people – people who call Jesus “Lord”; people who claim to have 

spiritual gifts that allow them to prophecy, cast out demons and do many other 

miracles. But Jesus will say to them “I new knew you…depart from me…”.  The 

issue here is not that we claim to know Jesus, but whether He knows us and 

owns us as His children.  

 

 

5. There is no harm in applying the New Testament tests. It makes sense to use all 

means possible to ensure that you are converted. Do not merely assume. 

Examine your experience and see if there is evidence of New Birth; the Calling, 

and Repentance.  

 

 

6. If you come to the conclusion that you are unsure, make sure that today you are 

converted; that today you make contact with God over the sin issue; that today 

you call upon Jesus for salvation from a heart that is acutely aware of the 

seriousness of your sin, wanting a Saviour who is going to make you right with 

God through the forgiving and cleansing of your sin.  

 

 

 

 

Richard Lee. July 2012 
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