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“Amazing Grace” 

 

Lecture 4.  “Grace for us all – Saving Grace” 

 
Introduction  
 

1. Did you know that in all of Paul’s letters he speaks of grace over one hundred times? 

Grace for Paul was one of the most dominating words to use when speaking of the 

Gospel. It is no wonder, therefore, that when defining personal salvation he has to put 

it in these terms  “…by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your 

own doing; it is the gift of God” (Eph 2:8). 

 

2. But Paul’s use of grace in connection with the application of salvation does not merely 

rest on one single verse. Indeed, he, and other NT writers saw grace at every step that 

led from eternality in the past right through the process of personal salvation and into 

eternity to come. From eternity to eternity is grace. This is something that we must 

explore. 

 

3. I have identified nine stages of grace that takes us from eternity in the past to eternity 

in the future. These nine pictures of grace will show us that salvation is thoroughly 

grace-centred; that we have deserved nothing at all; that there is no stage in salvation 

where it can be said that we have earned anything from God. We who deserve the 

utter judgement, wrath and damnation from a holy God, have received an abundant, 

overflowing, glorious level of grace that has been lavished upon us.  

 

1. Grace that began in Eternity: Electing grace .   

1:1 “God….who saved us and called us to a holy calling, not because of our works but 

because of his own purpose and grace, which he gave us in Christ Jesus before the 

ages began” (2 Tim 1:9). 

 

1:2 When did it all begin? Have you ever noticed how often the NT uses the phrase, 

“before the foundation of the world”? It occurs in John 17:24 when Jesus prayed, 

“Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, 

to see my glory that you have given me because you loved me before the foundation 

of the world”. Then again in Ephesians 1:4 “even as he chose us in him before the 

foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him”.  Again 

Peter said the same, “He was foreknown before the foundation of the world but was 
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made manifest in the last times for the sake of you” 1 Peter 1:20. Finally, the phrase 

occurs in Revelation 13:8, “and all who dwell on earth will worship it, everyone whose 

name has not been written before the foundation of the world in the book of life of the 

Lamb who was slain”. Whilst our text from 2 Tim 1:9 does not use the same phrase, it 

is speaking the same truth when the writer says, “God….who saved us and called us 

to a holy calling, not because of our works but because of his own purpose and grace, 

which he gave us in Christ Jesus before the ages began”.  

 

1:3 I think the writers are asking us to do some research by delving into the very beginning 

of salvation and for this reason looking at what took place “before the foundation of the 

world”. We are negligent of our acceptance of the Bible’s teaching if we fail to do this. 

Genesis 1:1 “In the beginning”, was not really the “beginning”. There was a 

“beginning” that occurred before this “beginning”. It is this first “beginning” that we 

must consider if we are to appreciate the full depth of grace in our salvation.  

 

1:4 What happened with respect to us that took place “before the foundation of the world”? 

Our text tells us that we were made the recipients of grace even before “the ages 

began”. This we know is our Election and, which is spelt out for us in Eph 1:4-5  “even 

as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and 

blameless before him. In love He predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus 

Christ, according to the purpose of his will”.   

 

1:5 However, I suggest we can go even deeper with this subject. In His High Priestly 

prayer (recorded in John 17) Jesus used these words three times, “…you gave them 

to me” (vs 6), “those you have given to me” (vs 9), and “those you have given to me” 

(vs 24). The same kind of words appear in John 6:37 “All that the Father gives me”, 

and in vs 39 “All whom He has given me”. In John 10:29 we read “My Father who has 

given them to me…”. Finally, in Hebrews 2:13 we read, “Here am I and the children 

God has given me”. Who are these people given to Christ? When were they given to 

Christ? What is this being “given” to Christ? 

 

1:6 The answer has to be that before the foundation of the world when election and 

predestination took place, we were “given” to Christ. We were actually in Christ by 

reason of election long before we were in Christ through faith.  

 

1:7 But there is also something more. In His prayer in John 17 Jesus uses another phrase 

on two occasions. He said, “Yours they were” (vs 6), and “…they are yours” (vs 9). 
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What does this mean? I suggest that this indicates our belonging to God as His 

possession long before the foundation of the world. It was God who chose us in Christ; 

it was God who predestined us in Christ. We already belonged to God – “Yours they 

were”….”they are yours” - before creation. Indeed, we were already His possession 

long before He was our possession through faith in Christ. The latter was only possible 

because of the former. We were able to make God our Father because He had long 

ago already made us His children.  

 

1:8 This of course is what Paul had in mind when he penned these words, “his glorious 

inheritance in the saints” (Eph 1:18). This is not speaking of our inheritance in glory. 

Rather it is talking about God’s own inheritance. We, the “saints” constitute an 

inheritance belonging to God. This is again amplified in the words of Paul to Titus 

“God and Saviour Jesus Christ who gave himself for us to redeem us from all 

lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own possession” (Titus 2:13-14). 

We are the possession of Christ. He sought a people for Himself. 

 

1:9 There is one more passage to consider. In Philippians 4:3 we read of a Book, it is 

called the “Book of Life”. Paul described certain people within the Church in Philippi, 

“whose names are in the book of life”. When did this happen? Revelation 17:8 puts it 

negatively and speaks of “….the dwellers on earth whose names have not been 

written in the book of life from the foundation of the world”.  

 

1:10 The Psalmist had already noted this when he wrote, “My frame was not hidden from 

you, when I was being made in secret, intricately woven in the depths of the earth.   

Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in your book were written, every one of them, 

the days that were formed for me, when as yet there was none of them” (Psalm 

139:15-16). 

 

1:11 This is God’s great grace towards us – grace before the creation of the universe. 
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2. Grace that gives new life: Regenerating grace 

  2:1 “….even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ-- 

by grace you have been saved” (Eph 2:5) 

 

2:2 Even though grace began before the foundation of the world, grace did come to us 

personally within this time/space universe of ours. Being found “dead in our 

trespasses” (Eph 2:1), unable to respond to the Gospel, having no spiritual life, the 

grace of God found us. This grace “made us alive together with Christ” (Eph 2:5). New 

life was infused into our dead spirits. There was an awakening within the heart.  

 

2:3 We call this “Regeneration”. Salvation does not begin with our personal decision for 

Christ. That comes later. Repentance and faith in Christ would be impossible if it was 

not for the regenerating power of the Holy Spirit.  

 

2:4 Another name for this is “New Birth” taken from the teaching of Jesus in John 3:3, 5. 

Notice how Jesus presents this teaching of the New Birth in two different stages. First, 

He says negatively “…unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God." In 

other words, without this regenerating work of the Holy Spirit a person cannot even 

“see the kingdom of God”. This ability to “see” is not visual. The Greek suggests that it 

is a seeing with the mind; perception, understanding, acknowledging. A person does 

not have the ability to understand his or her need of the Kingdom of God. They 

possess no “ability” to do this. Theology, Biblical knowledge can be absorbed, but 

there is no inner sight of the soul of sin or the need for a Saviour. What is needed is 

this New Birth, this new life infused into the heart, mind and soul of a person. Paul put 

it this way, “….And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing.  

In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep 

them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of 

God” (2 Cor 4:3-4). Christmas and Easter can be celebrated with much sentimentality 

as the events are recalled, but without regeneration it is impossible for anyone to see 

“the light of the Gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God”. It is the “glory” 

of the message that cannot be seen.  

 

2:5 Jesus then completes his teaching on the need for the New Birth by saying, “Truly, 

truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the 

kingdom of God”. Entrance into the Kingdom of God is dependent upon this Holy Spirit 

work of regeneration. When Jesus spoke of “water” He was not thinking of baptism. It 

was a term that Nicodemus would have understood from Ezekiel 36:25-27 when God 
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said, "Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you 

from all your filthiness and from all your idols”.  Regeneration introduces us to the 

process of personal salvation where cleansing comes from repentance and faith. Paul 

put it like this, “he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but 

according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy 

Spirit” (Tit 3:4-5).  

 

2:6 Then notice how Paul introduces “grace” into this process of salvation, “so that being 

justified by his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life” (Tit 

3:7). Grace is at the root of every part of personal salvation. The act of regeneration 

that leads to our justification is from the source of the grace of God, “by his grace”. 

 

2:7 The reason why I believe that regeneration comes before conversion and that it is not 

biblical to say that when a person trusts in Christ they become “born-again”, is that the 

Bible teaches the reverse to be the truth. Notice the order in John 1:12-13 “But to all 

who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children 

of God,   who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, 

but of God”. The people who “received Him” were the ones who were previously “born, 

not of blood nor the will of the flesh….but of God”. So New Birth comes before the 

action of “receiving” Christ.  

 

2:8 Furthermore, all the Biblical references to being “born-again” or “born of God” are 

placed in the passive voice in the Greek. Consider these references: John 1:13, 

3:3,5,6,7,8, 1 John 2:29, 3:9, 5:1, 4, 18. In other words, regeneration is not something 

that a person can control. They cannot regenerate themselves. Just as no one was 

responsible or controlled their natural birth, so it is impossible for anyone to control or 

be responsible for their New Birth. This alone comes from God. We are passive in 

regeneration and the Holy Spirit is active.  

 

2:9 This again is the grace of God. In His grace He comes to us in all of our sin and 

rebellion and personally works through the Holy Spirit in our hearts. Grace means that 

there is no worthiness in us; grace means that we did not deserve or earn 

regeneration. It is all of the unearned and undeserved kindness of God. Hear again 

these words, “even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with 

Christ-- by grace you have been saved” (Eph 2:5). 
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3. Grace that calls us to Christ: Calling grace 

3:1 “…..him who called you in the grace of Christ….” (Gal 1:6, cf 1:15) 

 

3:2 Following regeneration comes the effective and irresistible call of God for us to come 

to Christ. Having been awakened and given spiritual insight so that we can now “see 

the kingdom of God”, the next stage in salvation is the divine calling. This again is due 

to the grace of God. 

 

3:3 There are two types of calling. The first is the "external call" of the preacher or a 

witnessing Christian when the sinner is "called" upon to accept Christ by faith. The 

second is that "inward calling of the Holy Spirit" through whom the individual is divinely 

called to Christ. This is a special calling of grace through which the sinner is given the 

power to respond positively. We term this external calling “evangelism”.  

 

3:4 However, there is another and quite different calling spoken of in the Bible. The NT 

teaches the inward call of God, as a work of the Holy Spirit upon the heart working in 

conjunction with the external call. Whilst the Gospel is preached to the unbeliever God 

is at work in the heart issuing the divine call. To this Paul was referring when he said, 

“…..him who called you in the grace of Christ….” (Gal 1:6), and speaking of his own 

salvation said, “But when he who had set me apart before I was born, and who called 

me by his grace” (Gal 1:15).  

 

3:5 The NT clearly favoured this term as seen by the many references as Rom 1:7,  1 Cor 

1:2 ,1 Cor 1:9,1 Cor 1:26, Eph 1:18, Eph 4:1, Phil 3:14, 1 Pet1:10. Notice how this 

"calling" is with a purpose:- 1 Cor 1:9; 1 Pet 3:9;  Gal 5:13;  1 Cor 7:15;  1 Thess 4:7;   

Eph 4:4;  1 Tim 6:12;. Perhaps it is a term  which we need to incorporate within our 

own evangelical jargon! 

 

3:6 The "inward calling" is not to be confused with our previous study on "regeneration".  

Regeneration makes alive, the next step is to experience the "inward calling" work of 

the Spirit. The "inward calling" of the Spirit is the special work of God whereby He 

urges, invites, pleads internally with the sinner, issues warnings, pleas, instructions, 

urging him/her to make the necessary response. This "internal call" does not exclude 

the necessity for the external call of the preacher. Both work together, Acts 16:13-15 

as is seen in this narrative which describes Paul preaching to a group of women by the 

riverside of whom one was “Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple goods, 
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who was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to pay attention to what was 

said by Paul” . 

 

3:7 The importance of the "call" is seen in its association with other great doctrinal terms, 

Rom 8:29-30 “And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he 

called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified”.  

 

3:8  The Greek word for “call” is kaleo,  means "to summons" or even better as an 

"authoritative summons". The action of God by which He makes His people the willing 

partakers of redemption is through a divine, authoritative summons to Christ. The NT 

Greek Lexicon defines the term kalew (kaleo), as "to call one to approach or stand 

before one; to order one to be summoned” and is used in the sense of "summoning a 

person to an office, a task, a responsibility, a reward and an account". 

 

3:9 Thus the "inward call" of the Spirit carries divine authority.  The call of God must be 

obeyed, just as a summons must be obeyed.  We call it “irresistible grace”. This does 

not imply coercion, or force against someone’s will or desire. Rather, as it stems from 

regeneration where the individual is given new spiritual life the calling is welcomed and 

desired.  

 

3:10 We know that this divine calling is always successful because of the teaching in 

Romans 8:30 where it is stated that all those who are predestined are called, and 

everyone who is called is justified, and all those justified are glorified.  

 

3:11 Jesus taught this calling when He said, “All that the Father gives me will come to me, 

and whoever comes to me I will never cast out” (John 6:37). How will people come to 

Christ? Jesus answers this in two ways. First, He says, “No one can come to me 

unless the Father who sent me draws him” (John 6:44). Here is the inward calling of 

the Spirit. It is a powerful “drawing”. The same Greek word is used describing how 

Peter and the disciples “dragged the net of fishes ashore” when Jesus appeared to 

them after the resurrection (John 21:11). Secondly, “Jesus said, It is written in the 

Prophets, 'And they will all be taught by God.' Everyone who has heard and learned 

from the Father comes to me” (John 6:45). The calling involved the inward illumination 

of scriptural truth by the Holy Spirit – that are all “taught by God”. 

 

3:12 This divine call is so important that every time we speak of the “Church” we remind 

ourselves of this teaching. The Greek word for Church is evkklesia (ekklesia). It  
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originates from the term evkkalew (ekkaleo) "to summon out" which is made up of two 

words. First, the preposition evk (ek) meaning “out” and then kalew (kaleo) meaning “to 

call”. The Church constitutes the "called out ones". Every time we refer to the Church 

we are referring to the fact that we are the ones who have been called. 

 

3:13 This is the grace of God. “…..him who called you in the grace of Christ….” (Gal 1:6, cf 

1:15) 

 

4.      Grace to cover all sin: Forgiving grace 

  4:1 “where sin increased, grace abounded all the more” (Rom 5:20) 

 

  4:2 The next stage becomes the conversion process beginning with repentance and 

forgiveness. Prior to trust in Christ comes recognition of sin with a genuine confession 

and repentance. The sin issue has to be addressed. Jesus preached, “…. repent and 

believe in the gospel" (Mark 1:14-15). The Apostles preached, “repentance toward 

God and of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ” (Acts 20:21).  

 

4:3 Where does the grace of God appear in repentance and forgiveness? First, the NT 

Church always credited the act of repentance to the grace of God when they said, 

“Then to the Gentiles also God has granted repentance that leads to life" (Acts 11:18). 

The Greek could be rendered, “God has given repentance…..” Repentance is a grace- 

gift of God. 

 

4:4 Secondly, the grace of God is such that confession and repentance receives 

forgiveness of sins irrespective the depth, horror and disgusting nature of sin. Paul’s 

terminology in his words, “where sin increased, grace abounded all the more” (Rom 

5:20) seems to suggest that there is no sin that cannot be covered by the grace of 

God’s forgiveness.  

 

4:5 It is here that he uses two Greek words. The first is pleonazw (pleonazo) translated 

“increase” and meaning, “abound, to grow, to increase”. He uses this word twice in this 

verse in relation to sin, “Now the law came in to increase the trespass, but where sin 

increased…”.  However, when he comes to speaking about grace he uses another 

word. The word translated as “increased all the more” (NIV), “abounded” (ESV) is  

ùpereperisseusen (hupereperisseusen )which means, “a great quantity; exceedingly 

great, super-abound”.  
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4:6 The Greek has a very clever way with words. It takes a word such as perisseuw 

(perisseuo )meaning “abound” or “a lot” which is used in John 6:12 for the left over 

fragments of twelve baskets from the feeding of the five thousand. Then, in order to 

expand this word it bolts on a preposition like ùper (huper)which is what we have in 

Rom 5:20.  

 

4:7 So, this is what Paul is saying here. If we have five buckets of sin, God will produce 

ten buckets of grace; if we have fifty buckets of sin, God will produce one hundred 

buckets of grace. Wherever sin is plentiful, copious and abundant, God will supply 

much more grace to forgive that sin; He will multiply and amply extend forgiving grace 

that will be so vast it will swallow up any and every kind of sin. 

 

5.     Grace that brings saving faith: Faith from g race 

5:1 “the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ 

Jesus” (1 Tim 1:14, cf Eph 2:8) 

 

5:2 Grace does not stop at election, or regeneration or even the calling. Grace continues 

to bring us to Christ in conversion. We should take note of the way Paul gives his 

testimony. For him there is no bland, “and I made a decision for Christ”. For Paul has 

to makes sure that his readers are directed back to the grace of God every time. If he 

speaks of his calling he must refer it to the grace of God, if he speaks of his trust in 

Christ through faith it has to be put down to the “overflowing” grace of God in Christ. 

 

5:3 A similar and powerful statement is made in Ephesians 2:8 “For by grace you have 

been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God”. 

Commentaries sometimes struggle to decide whether the words, “..this is not your own 

doing, it is the gift of God” refers to the words, “For by grace you have been saved” or 

the words, “through faith”. I suggest that it is the latter. The answer is that this “not 

your own doing it is the gift of God” refers to the “faith” by which we are saved. To say 

that “grace” is the “gift of God “ would be mere repetition – saying the same thing - and 

Paul would be accused of tautology.  

 

5:4 Grace provides saving faith. Of course, faith in Christ is a personal conscious act 

expressed by an individual. But from where did that interest in Christ come? What 

enabled a person to make that decision to accept Christ by faith? It was the grace of 
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God. Saving faith is not a normal part of human nature. It is the gift of God’s grace – 

my tautology! 

 

5:5 Lying behind this expression of faith in Christ is a long process of underground work in 

the soul produced by God’s grace. Election presupposes saving faith in Christ. 

Regeneration presupposes saving faith in Christ. Calling presupposes saving faith in 

Christ, and so does repentance. It is for this reason that we say categorically that 

saving faith does not originate from “your own doing”. If we were left to our “own 

doing” we would never accept Christ by faith. A literally translation of these words from 

Eph 2:8 would be, “this is not out of you”. Saving faith never comes naturally “out of 

us”. The negative teaching here is very important. 

 

5:6 I suggest that in order to produce saving faith much grace is required. Paul used the 

phrase “The grace of our Lord was poured out on me abundantly” (1 Tim 1:14) to bring 

faith in Christ. The NIV has used two words to describe the Greek word 

huperpleonazo. When in Greek you wish to expand a word you take a verb and bolt a 

preposition on the front. So, in this case we have the Greek word pleonazw (pleonazo) 

meaning “to abound, to increase, to grow, to have too much, excessive”.  

 

5:7 For Paul, however, this word on its own was insufficient to describe the vast amount of 

grace that was required to produce saving faith. He then takes this Greek verb 

pleonazw (pleonazo )and then compounds it by adding a preposition ùper (huper) to 

make it into ùperpleonazw (huperpleonazo). We now have super-abounding grace, vast 

overflowing grace, saturating grace, grace that drenches.  

 

5:8 It is for this reason that Paul had to say in Eph 2:8 that saving faith did not originate 

“out of you”, because the quality of saving faith in Christ is such that it necessitates a 

vast amount of saturating, excessive, enormous quantity of grace in order to produce 

it. This again, is the amazing grace of God towards us.  

 

6. Grace that makes it right: Justifying grace 

6:1 “…being justified by his grace…… (Titus 3:7) 

 

6:2 Getting it right can sometimes prove to be very difficult. Often we get it wrong. On our 

own none of us can be right with God. Sin makes us very wrong with God. To be 

wrong in some areas of life may not bring serious consequences, but to be wrong with 
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God brings devastating consequences of a vast magnitude. We must never die whilst 

being wrong with God. 

 

6:3 Grace, acting through faith in Christ, makes us right with God. It is called 

“Justification”.  It is a legal term that speaks of offences, guilt, judgement and 

punishment. It presents us with a picture of a Court Room and a Judge in which 

everyone stands before God, the Judge, condemned to utter perdition due to our sin.  

 

6:4 But grace has provided a way for us to be acquitted and receive a Divine Pardon 

resulting in the Judge pronouncing us as “Justified”. This, God has provided for us 

through the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ, and by expressing faith in 

Him.  

 

6:5 It has been suggested that the term “Justified” can be broken down into, “Just-as-if-I-

had-never-sinned”. Whilst there is truth in this statement, it is only one half of the truth 

of justification. The grace that makes us right with God through the pardon of our sin 

also provides us with a new Righteousness. Sin is removed, and yes we are treated 

“Just-as-if-I-had-never-sinned”, but wearing this new Righteousness means that we 

are also “just-as-if-I-had-kept-the Law”.  

 

6:6 To be sufficiently presentable for the presence of God a change of spiritual clothes is 

needed. I need to be rid of the old soiled, grubby sinful, unrighteous self, and become 

clothed in the new pure righteousness that comes from Christ.  

 

6:7 Think of it like this. Suppose you receive an invitation to visit the Queen of England. 

What would be the first thing that you would think of? “What shall I wear?” You could 

not attend her majesty in your gardening clothes; or your swim wear; or your leisure 

clothes. You would have to go out and buy a new dress, or suit. Why? Because you 

realise that your presentation before her Majesty is so important you must look your 

best. You would not be accepted otherwise. You must be acceptable to her Majesty. 

 

6:8 So it is with God. He is majestically holy, righteous and pure. We cannot approach 

Him just as we are. We need a new set of spiritual clothes; we are clothed with the 

righteousness of Christ. Our own righteousness is of no value; we need the 

righteousness of another. It is given to us in justification. Romans 5:17 “…who receive 

the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness….” God now looks upon us 
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as people who have paid the penalty of sin, and who have fully kept the whole Law. 

We can now stand in His presence. 

 

6:9 So, once more we see the “abundance of grace” that is given to us in Christ Jesus 

which constitutes our salvation. It is all of grace. 

 

7.    Grace that gives eternal life: Life giving gr ace 

7:1 “….as sin reigned in death, grace also might reign through righteousness leading to 

eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rom 5:21) 

 

7:2 Look at the contrast. Sin “reigned in death”; but “grace” reigns through righteousness. 

Both “sin” and “grace” are almost personified in this verse. Sin became a king that 

reigned ordering death – physical death, spiritual death and then eternal death. But 

grace also became a king that reigned ordering eternal life through Jesus Christ our 

Lord.  

 

7:3 There is, therefore, power in God’s grace. It is so powerful that it challenges death 

itself. In the place of death grace commands eternal life. But what is this “eternal life”? 

It is usual and proper for us to consider eternal life in terms of future life after death.  

 

7:4 The NT then claims that those who are in Christ have “passed from death to life”. This 

is how Jesus explained it, “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and 

believes him who sent me has eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but has 

passed from death to life” (John 5:24). He even went further with this concept when at 

the grave of Lazarus He said, "I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in 

me, though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and believes in me shall 

never die” (John 11:25-26).  

 

7:5 Physical death will be for us like walking from one room into another. It should hold no 

fear for us. We know that through the death and resurrection of Christ the “sting of 

death” has been removed (1 Cor 15:55-56). A small family were out in the country 

enjoying a picnic beside a river. The little girl became bothered and upset by an 

unwanted bee that kept hovering around her. The father seeking to protect his 

daughter tried to swipe the bee away from her but in the process he was stung. He 

then said to his daughter, “Do not be afraid, the bee has stung once, I have taken the 

sting so it can never sting again”. Jesus took upon Himself the sting of death which is 

the broken Law along with its punishments. The death no longer has its sting for the 
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Christian. John Owen entitled his book on the Atonement, “The death of death in the 

death of Christ”. Death has now been put to death! 

 

7:6 Eternal life begins the moment a person believes in Jesus. From then on they have 

eternal life. But this eternal life consists in quality not just quantity, i.e., everlasting life. 

We have a taste of this eternal life in the here and now. In His prayer Jesus said, “And 

this is eternal life, that they know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you 

have sent” (John 17:3).  Embarking upon this eternal life at the point of conversion is 

the endless experience of knowing God and Jesus Christ. This is what the Christian 

life is really about.  

 

7:7 We say that Christianity is a relationship, and so it is. God initially created Man – i.e., 

Adam and Eve – to have continued fellowship with Him. That was broken by the Fall. 

The project of God is the restoring of that relationship. This is the eternal life; it begins 

now in this life and continues into eternity in glory.  

 

7:8 Another way of putting it is in the words of Ephesians 1:13-14, “…the promised Holy 

Spirit, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the 

praise of his glory”. Through the Holy Spirit, that Person of the Trinity responsible for 

our New Birth, who comes to live within us, is the One who gives us a “deposit 

guaranteeing” our eternal life. The Greek word used here is avrrabwn (arrabon). This 

was a word meaning “deposit” or “foretaste”. A piece of our future “inheritance” in glory 

is given to us now through the Holy Spirit. We receive a token of what is yet to come. 

Eternal life – even if a token, deposit, foretaste – is given to us now to enjoy. 

 

7:9 Such is the grace of God that reigns “through righteousness leading to eternal life”. 

 

8.      Grace that guarantees: Assurance in grace 

8:1 “it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed…” 

(Rom 4:16) 

 

8:2 I am told that there are only two things that we can guarantee in life: taxes and death! 

Can we guarantee our salvation? Is it fool- proof? Can we say, “once saved always 

saved”? Surely, to claim eternal security is arrogance; and what about people who 

backslide? Is our salvation so certain that we can really say that it is guaranteed? 
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8:3 Arrogant or not, the scripture does clearly teach that the power of grace is such that 

those who are genuinely in Christ through faith and display the authenticating 

evidences can guarantee salvation. As Paul says in Romans 4:16, it is for this reason 

that salvation “depends on faith” so that “the promise” God has made “may rest on 

grace” and therefore “be guaranteed”.  

 

8:4 Of course, in Romans 4:13-23 Paul is expressly talking about Abraham and his 

salvation through faith. But as he states in verse 16 “not only to the adherents of the 

law but also to the one who shares the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all” 

(see also vs 23-24). As we are the spiritual children of Abraham, what is given to 

Abraham is also given to us. If he could have the guarantee of his salvation by grace 

through faith, then so can we.  

 

8:5 This is the power of grace. It secures our salvation. As Jesus put it, “And this is the will 

of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it 

up on the last day” (John 6:39). Salvation is guaranteed because we were given to 

Christ before the foundation of the world – when grace first began – and His work is to 

ensure that He should “lose nothing”. Then again this is re-enforced by His words, “My 

sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me.   I give them eternal life, 

and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand.  My Father, 

who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of 

the Father's hand.   I and the Father are one." (John 10:27-30).  

 

8:6 As we have already noted, we are God’s inheritance, we were His people from before 

creation, so He is not going to lose even one person from His chosen. The guarantee 

rests on our ability to hold on to Christ, but His ability to hold on to us. Salvation must 

be guaranteed if God is to get the glory. 

 

8:7 Such is the power and wonder of God’s amazing grace. 

 

9.      Grace displayed in eternity: Exhibiting gra ce 

9:1 “so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in 

kindness toward us in Christ Jesus” (Eph 2:7). 

 

9:2 Why? Why is God giving us grace so lavishly? What it is all about? Why give us grace 

in election, grace in regeneration, grace in the calling, grace in repentance, grace in 
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faith, grace in justification, grace to give eternal life, and grace to guarantee our 

salvation? Why so much grace? 

 

9:3 I suggest that part of the answer is to be found in this text from Eph 2:7 “so that in the 

coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward 

us in Christ Jesus. Salvation must not be viewed merely from our own standpoint; how 

salvation affects us; what blessings we derive from salvation. We must begin to  

change our perspective and see salvation from God’s standpoint. What’s in it for Him? 

What will He get from all this? Is He aiming at something far greater than even our 

own personal salvation? 

 

9:4 We have seen that through salvation, even beginning with election before the 

foundation of the world, God is in the process of obtaining an inheritance for Himself; a 

people for Himself. The OT put it this way, "For you are a people holy to the LORD 

your God. The LORD your God has chosen you to be a people for his treasured 

possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth” (Deut 7:6). Over 

and above our own interests in salvation, God has greater and bigger plans. He is in 

the business of securing for Himself a “treasured possession”. We are for Him. 

Essentially, salvation is not for us – it is for Him.  

 

9:5 This is what Ephesians 2:7 is teaching. Paul has his eye on a grant exhibition in glory 

in which God will display for all of heaven and earth to see. What will be on show in 

this exhibition? It will be “the immeasurable riches of his grace”. This is what will be on 

show. He will show what is probably the best word in the Bible – grace; His 

“immeasurable riches of His grace”. 

 

9:6  It is here that Paul just seems to stumble over his words. He has to use two words – 

“immeasurable” which means, “to go beyond, to surpass, extraordinary”. From this 

Greek word ὑπερβάλλον (huperballon) we get our “hyperbole” a word meaning 

something that is really OTT “over-the-top”, a kind of wild exaggeration. This grace 

that will be on display is really “over-the-top”, it is wildly extravagant, really excessive.  

 

9:7 Then Paul adds another word “riches”. This grace that will be on display will shine and 

sparkle as something of great value, something that is really priceless. This is not 

meagre grace, this is not ordinary grace, this is not Common Grace. No, it is rich 

grace, something of great worth, costly and expensive grace.  
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9:8 But how will God make this grace visible in His exhibition? It will be seen in the 

Church; the saints, us. He will “show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness 

toward us in Christ Jesus”. We will be the exhibits, or perhaps just the picture frames 

as the focus of attention will not actually be on us, but rather on God’s outstanding, 

expensive, extraordinary grace.  This grace will attract much attention; there will be 

many visitors in this exhibition as the whole host of angels, cherubim and seraphim 

come to gaze in wonder at that God has done through His grace in the salvation of the 

Church. Whilst we will be the great “Wonder of Heaven” as His “kindness towards us 

in Christ Jesus” is displayed, all eyes will be drawn to the Triune God as the Master 

Planner and the One who controlled the outcome of this grand Mission and Project to 

redeem fallen men and women returning them to the position they were designed to 

hold on planet Earth before the Fall.  God will be most glorified in us, His redeemed 

Church. 

 

9:9 All of this is because of this Amazing Grace. 
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