
Poland Summer Camp 2017 

Sermon / Studies in John 17 

3. Divine protection for God's people: 11-16 

Introduction 

Jesus is coming to the end of His earthly life. He has spoken of regaining the glory He once had 
before the world began along with the Father (vs 5). But, He is concerned for the disciples He 
leaves behind. They are still in the world; the world that will hate them as it hated Him. They will be 
at the mercy of men and the Devil. He is concerned for their safety.  

What is so moving in John 17 is Jesus' deep concern for the spiritual welfare of the disciples. He is 
deeply interested in them and is praying for their protection. Observe the pastoral heart of Jesus. 
He said that He was the “Good Shepherd”, which is a reflection of Psalm 23, “The Lord is my 
Shepherd”. Jesus demonstrates His role as a caring Shepherd for His sheep. It is here in this 
prayer that Jesus is really demonstrating His care, compassion and concern for His disciples. 

Verse 11   And I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy 
Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they may be one, even as we are 
one. 

And I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. 

Jesus is returning to the Father and will regain His glory. The world which hates and rejects Him 
will no longer be a cause of trouble. Jesus will return to the joy of His Father. However, it is clearly 
a cause of concern to Jesus that He is leaving His disciples in a world that will hate them.  

Holy Father, 

There is only one “Holy Father”. Notice how Jesus combines affection with respect. First, He calls 
Him, "Holy Father" , and then in vs 25 He calls Him, "righteous Father".  

keep them in your name, which you have given me, 

The Greek word that is translated in the NIV as "protect" is τηρέω  means, keep watch over, guard, 
keep, hold, reserve, preserve . Any of these words would be applicable here. It is a priority for 
Jesus that His disciples should be protected as they remain in the world.  
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Your name 

The "name" stands for God Himself and so represents all that God is in Himself. Jesus is therefore 
saying, "I want you, God, to use all that you have to care and protect these people". It is God's 
name along that will suffice for their protection in this opposing world. 

that they may be one, 

The implication here is that the greatest of enemies that the disciples will face will not come 
externally, rather it will be internally. Division, disagreement, rejection of one another and a refusal 
to work together as a team, will pose the greatest threat to them. It is essential that the disciples 
remain as a unit; there must be a strong bond of unity within them. 

even as we are one 

The Godhead is one unit - "I and the Father are one” (John 10:30).  Although the Godhead is one 
single unit, it also comprises three separate Persons. Each of the Three Persons have different 
roles to play in the drama of Redemption. There is a difference between the Persons.  

The discipleship band is made up of different men; yet they must work together as a unit in 
witnessing to the Gospel even if they have different roles to play in evangelism and in the growth of 
the Church.  

Verse 12   While I was with them, I kept them in your name, which you have given me. I have 
guarded them, and not one of them has been lost except the son of destruction, that the Scripture 
might be fulfilled. 
  
While I was with them, I kept them in your name, which you have given me. 

John uses two words to express the degree of protection afforded to them. First he uses the same 
word as in vs 11, keep watch over, guard. But the second word is stronger, (φυλάσσω) meaning, 
watch, guard, defend. This Greek word is associated with a person being kept in prison; a person 
who is being closely guarded.  

I have guarded them, and not one of them has been lost 

This is important because it points to the fact that none of God's saved people can be lost. Earlier, 
Jesus had mentioned this in John 10:28  "...this is the will of him who sent me, that I shall lose 
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none of all that he has given me".  And again in chapter 6:39 "...this is the will of him who sent me, 
that I shall lose none of all that he has given me, but raise them up at the last day".  

The word John uses for "lost" in 17:12 is ἀπόλλυµι meaning destroy, ruin, kill, doomed. None of 
God's people will ever be destroyed, lose their salvation or come to eternal ruin.   

except the son of destruction, that the Scripture might be fulfilled. 

Out of the twelve disciples chosen by Jesus one would be lost, namely Judas who would betray 
Him. This one is “doomed". But this was predicted long ago. ( Ps 41:9 quoted in John 13:18, & 
Psalm 109:8) 

Verse 13    But now I am coming to you, and these things I speak in the world, that they may have 
my joy fulfilled in themselves. 

But now I am coming to you, but I say these things while I am still in the world,  

 Jesus knows His time for departure from the world is drawing near. But, as long as He is in the 
world He will continue to care and protect His disciples. 

It is worthy of consideration that even though Jesus was very close to that agonising moment when 
He would suffer on the cross both physically and spiritually, He thinks not of Himself but His 
disciples.  

so that they may have the full measure of my joy within them. 

Jesus has three essential prayer requests: 

A] vs 11 Unity 
B] vs 12 Protection 
C] vs 13 Joy 

Jesus does not merely ask that the disciples may know "joy". He wants them to know the same 
quality of joy that He experiences, "the full measure of my joy". One of the NT characteristics of a 
Christian's experience is this “joy". 
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Verse 14    I have given them your word, and the world has hated them because they are not of 
the world, just as I am not of the world. 

I have given them your word, 

The emphasis here is on the teaching material that Jesus had given. Jesus the Teacher. 

and the world has hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 

The Christian is hated, not because he or she is religious, or moral, but because they belong to 
another world; they are not of this world. The world is convicted by the witness of one who realises 
they have different values, different objectives, different future.  

Verse 15    I do not ask that you take them out of the world, but that you keep them from the evil 
one. 

 I do not pray that You should take them out of the world,  

Jesus does not want them to be removed from the world, but protected from the world whilst they 
continue to live in it.  How can they maintain such a witness if they were to be taken out of the 
world? 

but that You should keep them from the evil one. 

The main source of attack and trouble will come from Satan, "the evil one". Similar words are found 
in the so called "The Lord's Prayer" where we  are taught to say, "deliver us from evil", but the 
correct translation is, "rescue us from the evil one", namely Satan.  

Verse 16   They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 

 They are not of the world 

In this way the disciples also, whilst living in the world, are not "of the world" and really belong to 
another world. It is the Kingdom of God to which they belong. This world is not their home just as 
Jesus could say that this world is not His home.  
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Applications and Observations 

1. Christian People are in the world and need protection 

 they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, keep them in your name, (11) 
“My prayer is not that you take them out of the world” (15) 

Within this section Jesus mentions "the world” nine times. Jesus is no longer in the world (11); the 
disciples are still in the world (11); Jesus was teaching whilst in the world (13); the world has hated 
the disciples (14); the disciples are not really of the world (14); just as Jesus also is not of the world 
(14); Jesus does not pray for them to be taken out of the world (15); again the disciples are not of 
the world (16); just as Jesus Himself is not of the world (16). 

It is important that Christian people must remain "in the world" today. There are no instructions in 
scripture for us to withdraw from the world into a kind of perpetual retreat. We are witnesses in the 
world and so must stay in the world. If we leave the world and retreat into sacred monasteries how 
can we be “lights in the world”?  This is what Jesus said, “You are the light of the world. A city set 
on a hill cannot be hidden. "Nor do men light a lamp, and put it under the peck-measure, but on the 
lamp-stand; and it gives light to all who are in the house. Let your light shine before men in such a 
way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven” (Matt 5:14-16). 

In His parting words Jesus told the disciples to remain in the world, “…you shall be My witnesses 
both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.” (Acts 
1:8). The emphasis is always on remaining within the world so that we can be witnessed to the 
Gospel. How will the world hear the message if we withdraw from the world? 

Monasticism began in the 3rd century led by a man called, “Paul the hermit”. The Greek word for 
“hermit” is “eremos” which means “wilderness”. They literally left the cities and towns and went into 
the wilderness. At first they wanted to get away from Roman domination and taxation, but they also 
saw the corruption in the Church and the world, and wanted a life of meditation and prayer. But 
there is no teaching in the Bible that supports such a practice. 

Thinking that becoming a monk would rid them of the world’s sin and evil, they fooled themselves 
because they brought the world and sin into the monastery themselves; it was in them and so the 
practice was in danger of representing the power struggle, hate, malice and greed of the world, but 
this time behind walls and closed door.  

Some of the practices in monasteries led to the creation of physical harm as a means of 
sanctification. Such practices as self flagellation, starvation, or strange practices of hanging 
weights around the neck, standing on tall platforms for days on end. 
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Sadly, there is a sense in which Christian people can actually withdraw from the world. When we 
become Christian people we seek out other Christian people with whom we can have fellowship. 
We find ourselves having non-Christian friends less and less. The problem here is that we no 
longer have anything in common with non-Christians. Consequently, we meet in Church fellowship 
groups, meetings for prayer and bible study, and we single out close friends who are Christians. 
Apart from mixing with non-Christians in places of employment and perhaps neighbours in the 
street, we do really opt out of the world. This is clearly not good and needs to be addressed. 

However, we need to be guarded and protected from the world. Jesus prays, Holy Father, keep 
them in your name, (11). It is a world that will seek to draw us away from God and into its evil 
ways. We must realise that the TV, papers, magazines radio, music, internet as a viable world 
missionary organisation which is constantly trying to draw us away from our commitment to God. It 
is a kind of world mission dedicated to disrupting our walk with God: a mission orchestrated by 
Satan the prince and god of this world. The world through its media is constantly trying to pull us  
back into its non-spiritual, ungodly lifestyle. We are exposed to the world in many ways - some of 
its ways are obvious with its emphasis upon materialism and sexual deviance, but in other ways it 
is not so obvious and becomes covert and subtle often through its advertising and dramas and 
films. We can become conditioned to the world’s ways of thinking; the world’s pursuits; the world’s 
own philosophies; the world’s lifestyle.  

Paul’s words in Romans 12:1-2 are very relevant here, “I urge you therefore, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your 
spiritual service of worship.  And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind”. There is a  battle for the mind. It is the mind that the world wants to own. 
Do not let it. Tell yourself that you belong to another world. You are members of the Kingdom of 
God. 

John says to us, “Do not love the world or the things in the world” (1 John 2:15). From prison Paul 
spoke sadly of a man called Demas was “in love with this present world, has deserted me” (2 Tim 
4:10).  

Holy Father, keep them in your name, (11). How are we protected from this world? How can we 
protect ourselves from this world? Notice how the NIV has “protect them by your power”, whereas 
the Greek resembles the ESV, “keep them in your name”. Why did the NIV translators change 
“name” to “power”?  

The term “Name” stands for God Himself; His nature, power, attributes. So Jesus could be saying, 
“keep them safe through your own power, strength, authority, omnipotence”. The NIV is correct 
even though it is not a direct translation of the Greek.  
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This is a prayer of Jesus that is clearly answered by the fact that we are still Christian people 
today. Peter puts it like this, “who through faith are shielded by God's power” (1 Peter 1:5). Jude 
goes even further by saying, “To him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before 
his glorious presence without fault and with great joy” (Jude 24).  

This does not stop us using all available means for self-protection by resisting sin, fighting against 
temptation, keeping ourselves free from greed and sexual perversions. However, we must keep 
our eyes on God and realise that He has a vested interest in our spiritual survival. Salvation is 
essentially for the glory of God. If we fail He loses His glory.  

Remember the big picture. God created a people for Himself (Genesis 1-2), but it all failed through 
the Fall bringing the whole creation into sin and death through Adam (Gen 3). However, God 
launched His reclamation scheme which we call Salvation. He is in the business of getting His 
people back to Him again. This is the story of the Old Testament. 

Consequently, we are very important to God - we are His people; His treasured possession bought 
with a price. He is not going to let us go. We will succeed against the world, the flesh and the Devil 
because salvation is all about God. We are “His workmanship” writes Paul (Eph 2:8).  

The Old Testament gives us an interesting insight into the protection that God provides. 
Jehoshaphat is about to enter into a decisive battle against the enemy. The people tremble and 
feel “powerless against this great hared that is coming a against us. We do not know what  to do, 
but our eyes are upon you” (2 Chron 20:12). Then a prophet speaks to the king and people, 
"Listen, all Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem and King Jehoshaphat: Thus says the LORD to 
you, 'Do not be afraid and do not be dismayed at this great horde, for the battle is not yours but 
God’s” (2 Chron 20:15).  

When we stand back and look at the whole big picture we realise that “the battle is not yours but 
God”s” we are instantly encouraged. This battle facing Jehoshaphat was important to him, but it 
was much more important to God. For God, Judah had to survive in battle, because it was all a 
part of God’s history of Redemption that would one day bring in the Messiah. Every part of the Old 
Testament narrative should be seen in this light. It is not make up of odd little stories. Rather it is 
telling us how God in His great wisdom and love unfolded the grand narrative of our salvation. The 
hero of every narrative of the Old Testament is God. It is His-Story, explaining how He finally 
brought into the world His Son, the promised Messiah. 

Imagine if I gave you a jigsaw to make but did not allow you to see the picture on the box. As you 
assemble the pieces you would look at them one by one wondering what part of the finished 
picture this would make. You begin to wonder what the picture really looks like but you are only 
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speculating. Then, as the jigsaw grows you find you understand what part these pieces play in the 
big picture. 

We face the Bible in the same way. Picking up a verse, narrative, teaching, we wonder what this is 
all about. We speculate, think, discuss, argue thinking we understand what this little piece of 
scripture really means. But until and unless we are willing to place this small piece of scripture 
within the whole big picture we will misunderstand it. Keep in mind the grand narrative, the 
panoramic view of the whole work of God; keep looking at the whole context.  

We look at our little lives and wonder how we will survive against all the spiritual enemies against 
us - the world, flesh and the devil. We might tremble. But we must not look essential at the enemy 
or ourselves  but God. We must realise that ultimately the battle is not ours but God’s. He will 
ensure, for His own sake, that we  win. It is His glory that is at stake. 

What does all this tell us about God? It was His grace that saved your. It is His grace that 
preserves you. The extent of His love is outstanding. He has not saved us and abandoned us to 
get through life and into heaven on our own; ie, “I’ve done my bit, now you do your bit”. Never 
present Christianity like this. We not begin with grace only to lapse into some kind of lost-cause 
struggle. No, nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. Why? Because all of 
salvation is of God.  

This is a demonstration of the Fatherhood of God. When we are given this familial term “Father” 
with which to address God, it is a very special privilege. Yet we sometimes misunderstand the 
significance of the title. We are apt to fall into a kind of sloppy sentimental use of the title. Jesus, 
however, is very careful in His use of the title and gives us His example which we should follow. 

It is common for Christians to address God merely as "Father". This is, of course, acceptable, but 
the danger is that we become over familiar with this title and either use it flippantly or in a manner 
that is void of reverence and fear. It might be to our advantage, on occasions, to use these two 
adjectives and call God "Holy Father" and "Righteous Father". The former of these two are 
important to us as there is no man on earth that we should ever call "Holy Father", as the Roman 
Catholics call their Pope.  

When the NT speakers and writers used the familial term “Father” they had in mind the Old 
Testament Hebrew significance. Western Christians have focused mainly upon the emotional 
significance of this title with such expressions as “The Father-heart of God” relaying a more 
emotive significance.  

Yet the Old Testament “Father” was an authoritative figure expecting obedience. The Father in the 
Old Testament would be the head of a large household of several generations including servants 
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and adult children. He had domestic, judicial, educational, spiritual and even military authority. He 
would be a figure of considerable power, social importance and protective responsibility. Therefore, 
to love God as “Father” was equivalent with obeying the Covenant.  

Perhaps this understanding is maintained in the mind of Jesus when He calls God, “Holy Father”, 
and “Righteous Father” (vs 25). It is probable that Peter also has this more authoritative impression 
of God as Father when he wrote, ”And if you call on him as Father who judges impartially 
according to each one's deeds, conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile…(1 
Peter 1:17). It is uncommon for us to want to consider God as “Father” being the One who “judges” 
alongside of godly “fear”.  

2.    Christian people belong to another World  

“They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world” (16) 

The most important teaching here is the need for us to recognise that just as Jesus was "not of the 
world", so we also are "not of the world". We live in the world and conduct our lives like anyone 
else in terms of families, work and pleasure. But we are not drawing our ethics and morality from 
the world, or our lifestyle principles. We do not indulge in the sinful pleasures of the world. We do 
not accept the same world view. We are not allowing ourselves to be captivated by this world so 
that we conform our lives to the standards, expectations and desires of the world. 

 But if we do not belong to this world, what world do we belong to? Jesus gives us a hint when He 
says, “just as I am not of this world”.  What is this other world to which Jesus belongs? Paul puts it 
like this ".....our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Saviour, the Lord 
Jesus Christ” (Phil 3:20). 

First, it must be a “spiritual world”. It is distinct from the present material world. It is this “Kingdom 
of God” to which Jesus so often made reference. It is a world in which God is King, Lord and Ruler. 
It is a world in which God is Sovereign in all things. 

Secondly, it is a world that is dominated by the Holy Spirit. It is the realm of the Spirit. We must 
think of some of Paul’s other expressions about “living in the Spirit”; “walking in the Spirit” (Gal 5); 
being “filled with the Spirit” (Eph 5:18). It is living in the spiritual realm. In Eph 3:16-19 Paul gives 
us a very precise definition of what it means to be living in this world, “…according to the riches of 
his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so 
that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith--that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 
may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and 
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depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the 
fullness of God”.  

Of course the Christian are still related to this present world in that he or she is a citizen of this or 
that country; he or she has a birth certificate and a passport, but this person also has another world 
to which he or she belongs. It is like being in two worlds at once! It is dual nationality. We operate 
on two levels, but the one does not cancel out the other. As responsible human beings we respond 
to the material world appropriately. However, this does not eclipse the other world in which we live, 
namely the spiritual world. Indeed, we prize this other world to be more significant and greater than 
this present world.  

Listen to how Paul presents this teaching in Colossians 1:12-13 “…the Father, who has qualified us 
to share in the inheritance of the saints in light. For He delivered us from the domain of darkness, 
and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son…”.  As Christian people we have been given 
an authority which qualifies us to become members of this other world - this Kingdom of His 
beloved Son. Indeed, He has “delivered us from the domain of darkness”, from this present evil 
world, He has “rescued us” (as the Greek says). And then He has “transferred us” into this spiritual 
Kingdom.  

Christian think of about this! There has been a distinct transfer from one world into another. We 
have been “delivered from the domain of darkness”; this world of sin and evil. That was the old life 
before conversion. But we have also been given the authority to belong to another world; 
“transferred into the Kingdom of His beloved Son”. If this is true of us, let us live then according to 
the customs and rules of this new world. 

It is for us then to live in this present world as if we do not belong. This world is not our home; we 
are passing through. We belong to a spiritual world which is heading for a New Heavens and a 
New Earth in which dwells all righteousness.  

When faced with  temptation that arises from the world around us we must be telling ourselves that 
we do not belong to this world, this is not our culture, and so we are not obliged to give in to 
temptations that arise from the world. The world we belong to has a different culture and world 
view. It is like living in a foreign country where the customs are different from your own culture. You 
just do not follow what other people do. You are a foreigner; this culture is alien to you.  

3. Christian People must be a rejoicing people 

 "I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so that they may have 
the full measure of my joy within them” (vs 13) 
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Christianity it is not always about struggle and fight against the world and the evil one. Jesus prays 
for our joy. This is something that we need to think about. Joy is not - in the thinking of Jesus, at 
least - an unimportant aspect of the Christian life.  

Whilst a prisoner in Rome Paul writes, “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice!” (Phil 
4:4). Peter writes, “…though you have not seen Him, you love Him, and though you do not see Him 
now, but believe in Him, you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory” (1 Peter 1:8). 
John wrote, “And these things we write, so that our joy may be made complete” (1 John 1:4). 

Christianity must never be thought of as a “kill joy”. The poet Milton wrote critically of Christianity, 
“to scorn delights, and live laborious days”. Sadly, many Christian people have this view and look 
askance at any sign of joy or happiness. Christianity in Victorian England was often characterised 
as being dull, miserable and laborious.  

It is Jesus’ urgent prayer for us that we might know “the full measure of” His joy. There is a special 
kind of quality to this joy.  Our joy is to be equivalent to His joy. It is a joy that is full and complete. 
Significantly for us this joy has the quality of the Triune God itself. 

It may come as a surprise to some of us to realise that God is not a miserable, severe, downcast, 
depressive, sad God. He is sometimes wrongly charactered in this way. But the scripture presents 
God as being a happy God. For example Paul describes God as “the blessed God” (1 Tim 1:11). 
But what is meant by the Greek word “blessed”? It simply means “happy”. In other words Paul 
speaks of the “happy God”.  

Furthermore, Isaiah the prophet describes God in this way, “For as a young man marries a virgin, 
So your sons will marry you; And as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, So your God will 
rejoice over you” (Isaiah 62:5). Imagine the joy and happiness of a young man on his wedding day. 
Think of the degree of excitement experienced by that young man as he looks upon his bride. In 
the same way the prophet says, “God will rejoice over you”.  

Then think of God in the way the prophet Zephaniah speaks of God, “The LORD your God is in 
your midst, a mighty one who will save; he will rejoice over you with gladness; he will quiet you by 
his love; he will exult over you with loud singing” (Zephaniah 3:17).  

If God is able to rejoice and be full of joy and happiness over us whom He has redeemed, how 
much also should we rejoice over Him. The 17th century Westminster Statement of Faith read, 
“The chief end of man is to glorify God and enjoy Him for ever”. We are urged to actually “enjoy 
God”. John Piper says that we should read this statement thus, “The chief end of man is to glorify 
God BY enjoying Him for ever”.  In addition to worship, service, obedience and praise, we are to 
enjoy God.  
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You might enjoy a meal; enjoy a holiday; enjoy reading or enjoy many other activities in life. But 
can we enjoy God? Can we enjoy the doctrine of God? John Piper speaks of the Christian 
Hedonist. This is a Christian who seeks and wants happiness and pleasure in his Christian life. He 
says that this is the Biblical approach. One thinks of the Beatitudes in Matthew 5 where each 
sentence begins, “Happy are the….”. The OT Psalms often read, “Happy is the man…” For 
example this is how Psalm 1 begins, “Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the 
wicked…” The Hebrew word is translated as “blessed”, but it also means “happy”. This word is 
usually translated as “blessed” but in Deut 33:29 the Hebrew word is, “Happy are you, O Israel! 
Who is like you, a people saved by the LORD, the shield of your help, and the sword of your 
triumph…” 

There is something quite unusual about this Christian joy. In the world “happiness” depends on 
“happenings”. That is to say when times are favourable, when material objects are obtained and 
possessions increase. We all know what it feels like when we purchase something new and there 
is a kind of pleasurable sensation. But this is not what Jesus is speaking about.  

Jesus says quite distinctly that this joy of which He speaks has a certain spiritual quality that is 
really quite difficult to define. Jesus said, “the full measure of my joy”. It is the kind of joy that He 
had. It had to be a joy and happiness that was completely distinct from the world and independent 
of the world. In Galatians we are told that “joy” is part of the “fruit of the Spirit”. It is a Spirit given 
joy.  

Perhaps the nearest one can come to a definition is in the use of Paul’s word “contentment” in Phil 
4:11-12, “I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content. I know how to be brought low, 
and I know how to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing 
plenty and hunger, abundance and need”. We must remember that Paul was in prison, facing an 
unknown and unpredictable future, a future that might easily end in his execution.  

Contentment in times of adversity is something to be prized. It was said of Jesus, “for the joy that 
was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame” (Heb 12:2). That is what Jesus  was 
praying for to be placed into the hearts and minds of His disciples. This is the kind of joy that the 
world does not know. But it is the kind of joy that is available to the Christian.  

Richard Lee.   June 2017 
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