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Salvation Explained 

 

Lecture 3 

 

 

Personal salvation –  How it all begins (2) -  The Calling  

 

 

Introduction 

 

1.   There are a number of people listening to the evangelist preaching the 

Gospel. As the preacher draws to a close he makes his appeal for people to 

repent and accept Christ as Saviour. He then calls upon the listeners to 

respond to his message. He tries to make his call strong and clear. He wants 

people to answer the call and respond. Within evangelistic preaching of the 

Gospel there is sometimes a clear Call for the listeners to respond. This is 

audible, loud, clear and obvious. The people listen and know that the 

preacher is calling them to respond.  

 

 

2. This is obvious. One would expect the preacher to make an appeal and call 

people to act in response. This is known as the “external call”. It is open; 

obvious; clear and verbal. But, the bible speaks of another call. This time it is 

silent, internal, not audible, but known and felt in the heart. It is a call from 

God, so it is spiritual. 

 

 

3. For example the words from Acts 2:39 coming from the end of Peter’s sermon 

on the Day of Pentecost make it clear, “For the promise is for you and for your 

children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to 

himself." When Paul wrote to the Churches he would often refer to this divine 

calling.  

 

 

1.   How do we understand the “call” of God? 

 



Page 2 of 9 

1:1 This is still part of the hidden, invisible work of God that He does in the hearts 

of those who are being saved. We have not yet reached the point of personal, 

conscious salvation. It is still a part of the early stages of salvation; the 

second stage under the title, “How it all begins” because, this is how it all 

does begin.  

 

1:2 Paul makes this statement in Phil 1:6 “He who has begun a good work in you 

will completed it at the day of Jesus Christ”. There is a work of divine grace 

that is accomplished “in you”. This is where it all begins. Then again, to 

complete the picture Paul says, “…for God is at work within you” (Phil 2:13).  

 

1:3 We must not confuse this “calling” with the work of regeneration. The former 

awaken us so that we can respond to the latter. New spiritual life must come 

first into the heart so that the person can make sense of the inward calling of 

the Spirit. Whilst the heart and mind is “dead” to anything spiritual, it is 

impossible for the voce of God to be heard. The person is deaf to the voice of 

God’s inward call; neither does the person want to hear the voice of God’s 

inward call. But, when regeneration begins and the person becomes gradually 

spiritually alive, he or she begins to recognise the voice of God. Once the 

person has been made spiritually alive the individual is really to respond to 

the call of God. 

 

1:4 How can we define the “calling” of God in more detail? I suggest that when 

the work of regeneration begins the person becomes aware of what God is 

saying. The words of the scripture, preaching and reading begin to make 

sense. So the Spirit urges, invites, pleads with the sinner; He issues 

warnings; fears; uncertainties urging the person to respond to the Gospel. 

 

2. What is the Biblical teaching on the “ call” of God? 

 

2:1 Is this really an important biblical New Testament subject? You might be 

thinking that you have never heard of this before and that it sounds rather 

novel and new. But, if you have read your bible you will be aware of this 

teaching.  

 

2:2 It was the frequent custom of Paul to introduce his letters to the Churches to 

whom he wrote with a clear mention of this “call” of God. For example, to the 
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Church at Rome he says, “To all those in Rome who are loved by God and 

called to be saints” (Rom 1:7). This “call” is the action of God as it is 

associated with the words “loved by God”. God loved them and He called 

them to be saints. He says something similar to the Corinthian Church, “To 

the Church of God…..called to be saints…” (1 Cor 1:2). Then in verse 9 he 

said, “God is faithful by whom you were called”. When writing to the Church at 

Ephesus he speaks of, “…the hope to which He has called you” (Eph 1:18). 

Then later on he said, “I…urge you to walk in a manner worth of the calling to 

which you have been called” (Eph 4:1). Peter makes a statement that is very 

similar to Paul in Romans 8:30 and places election and calling together; 

“…confirm your call and election” 2 Pet 1:10. 

 

2:3 This raises the importance of the “call” of God as part of the long process of 

salvation. Whereas Peter places it alongside of “election”, Paul places it 

alongside of “predestination”. This is perhaps the most important statement in 

relation to the “call” when Paul wrote, “And those whom he predestined he 

also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he 

justified he also glorified” (Romans 8:30). The reason why this verse is so 

important is that Paul inserts the “call” alongside other essential parts of 

salvation such as being, “predestined; justified; glorified”. There, the divine, 

spiritual calling is something that we must consider as part of the process of 

salvation. It is not a teaching we can ignore if we want to understand the 

process of salvation.  

 

2:4 Paul gives us a brief glimpse of his conversion experience. He states in 

Galatians 1:15 “….God, who set me apart from birth and called me by his 

grace, was pleased  to reveal his Son in me…” The calling is a work of God’s 

grace. The calling then leads to this “revealing His Son in me”. This is Paul’s 

way of saying that through the inward calling of God I came to realise my 

need of Christ; the calling led me to accept Christ as my Saviour.  

 

2:5 When writing to the Corinthian Church Paul used the concept in different 

ways to explain the meaning of salvation. He said that they were a body of 

people, “called to be saints” (1 Cor 1:2). Then he said that they were a people 

“called into the fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ” ( 1 Cor 1:9).  
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3. Why is this “ call” so important? 

 

3:1 When a preacher or evangelist issues a call to people to accept Christ, it is a 

call that can be rejected. The preacher or evangelist has no power to enforce 

his call. Some people like to describe it an “invitation”. It can be turned down, 

just like you could turn down an invitation to a meal with a friend. 

 

3:2 But the call of God cannot be rejected. It is part of what is sometimes known 

as “irresistible grace”. You know what this word “irresistible” means. 

Sometimes you may say, “I had to eat it; I found it irresistible”, or “I had to buy 

it because it was irresistible”. Of course, you could resist it if you exercised 

more self control! But the real significance of the word “irresistible” means that 

you cannot reject it; you cannot resist; you have to give in and surrender. 

Such is the call of God. Why do I say this? 

 

3:3 First because of the meaning of the Greek work “call”. The Greek word, kaleo 

(kalew) is more than an invitation. Rather it represents a summons; an order; 

a command. It is a call with authority. The Greek dictionary states, “to call one 

to approach, or stand before one; to order one, to be summoned”. In Acts 

4:18 it is used in the context of a law court scene; “Then they called them in 

again and commanded them not to speak or teach at all in the name of 

Jesus”. If you were called into court to be a witness you cannot refuse. If you 

do you will be given a strict Court order and if refused you would be held in 

contempt of court.  

 

3:4 Furthermore, if we consider the words in Romans 8:30 where Paul says, “And 

those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those 

he justified, he also glorified” we find that the call is presented as absolutely 

effective in the heart of the sinner. Why do I say that? It is because of all the 

words in this text. Paul is saying that every single person who is “predestined” 

is subsequently “called”. None of God’s elect – the ones who are called - will 

ever fail to enter heaven. There is an absolute certainty here. Then Paul goes 

on to say that every single person who is “called” is then “justified”. This 

means that each and every person in whose heart God calls comes through 

to repentance and faith and is then “justified”. But there is more. Everyone 

who is “called” does not only become “justified” but every person who is 

“called” is then subsequently “glorified”. So, we can safely say that every 
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single person whom God calls to Himself through the agency of the Holy 

Spirit in the heart will definitely be glorified in heaven.  

 

3:5 There is here in this text a complete chain of events. The divine calling is 

always effective; it is irresistible, each and every person who receives the call 

in the heart will undoubtedly finally respond to the Gospel. They cannot fail to 

do so.  

 

3:6 Think of another form of this teaching in the words of Jesus. Although this 

uses slightly different wording the teaching is the same as it points to the 

divine work of God in the heart that happens before one reaches repentance 

and faith. Jesus said, “All that the Father gives me will come to me, and 

whoever comes to me I will never cast out” (John 6:37). Look at the first part 

of the sentence, “All that the Father gives me”. This is the divine calling. God 

draws, calls, and summons individual sinners to come to accept Jesus as 

their Saviour. Then look at the next part of the sentence, “will come to me”. 

Every single person whom God gives to Jesus through this calling, will 

definitely finally come to Jesus in repentance and faith. It will happen. It 

cannot fail. And Jesus, in turn, says, “whoever comes to me I will never cast 

out”. So, we have here the Father “giving” individual people to Jesus; these 

people definitely coming to Jesus; and Jesus receiving them. 

 

3:7 Jesus then adds these extra confirming words, “No-one can come to me 

unless the Father who sent me draws him, and I will raise him up at the last 

day” (John 6:44). These words are sobering because they show that it is 

impossible for anyone to come to Christ in repentance and faith unless they 

have received this inner calling from God. But, in order to confirm the 

effectiveness of the calling, Jesus adds, “…and I will raise him up at the last 

day”. Every person who is “drawn” (called, summonsed) and comes to Christ, 

will definitely enter heaven, “and I will raise him up at the last day”.  

 

3:8 You might want to object to this and say, “But what about free will; do I not get 

a choice?” It seems as if this is something that is being forced onto you. But 

we must not think like this. When you speak of “free will” you are suggesting 

that you are in some kind of neutral state before God from which you are free 

to make your own choice. But, the bible does not present it like this. The bible 

tells us that by nature we are “dead in sin”; that by nature “no one seeks for 
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God” (Rom 3:11). Where is the spiritual freedom here? Is a dead person able 

to exercise free choice? No. So also is a person in sin.  

 

3:9 What is needed is the power of God. It was for this reason that Paul made 

one of his most important statements about the Gospel. He said, “I am not 

ashamed of the Gospel for it is the power of God for salvation…” (Rom 1:16). 

He was proud of the Gospel because in the Gospel, that good news to 

spiritually dead sinners, there is the power of God to make people alive.  

 

3:10 So, what does God do in the heart and mind of a person who is being 

“called”? He gently, powerfully persuades that person; He effectively enables 

that person to make the choice; He works on the will and makes it compliant.  

 

3:11 Finally, let us look at the word “Church”. It is a word that we use frequently 

and freely. But what does the word mean? The Greek word for Church is 

ekklesia (evkklhsia). It is made up of two words “ek” (evk) which in the Greek 

means “out of” and “kaleo” (kalew) which means “to call”. Put the two words 

together and we have, “to call out”. The Church is that body of people who 

have been “called” by God from the kingdom of sin, darkness and eternal 

death, into His Kingdom of light, peace and glory. So, every time we use the 

word “Church” we are – perhaps without realising – saying that we are a 

people who are “called” of God. 

 

 

Some Applications  

 

1. I want to suggest that this adds to the vast amount of praise and thanks giving 

that we need to give to God for His wonderful work of grace in the “calling”. 

This is another part of the work of grace that God does in the heart. It is for 

this reason that the bible says, “salvation is of God”. We might have a vital 

part to play which must never be discounted, but equally God does His work 

of grace in the heart – this also must never be discounted. Indeed, there 

would be no conversion if it was not for this hidden, secret work of God.  

 

2. Are you surprised at this teaching? Did you ever realise how much God works 

in the heart of a person before repentance and faith, or what we know as 

“conversion”? We need to widen our horizon and look beyond the conversion 
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stage to see the amazing work of grace that God does for us.  

 

 

3. It is typical of us to think of salvation in two stages. First, there is the work of 

God that He has done for us through sending Jesus into the world to be our 

substitute sacrifice. This is the work of God for us. In this, God is seen to be 

active but we are passive. The cross work is all His and His alone.  

 

Secondly we think that the next stage is our work, and our work alone. We 

tend to think that God is passive and we are active. Repentance and 

accepting Christ is my work and my work only. We think of God being 

passive. 

 

4. But that is not how it works; no, not at all. God not only accomplishes 

Redemption He also applies Redemption. He does not stop at the cross and 

resurrection. God is at work in conversion. In the first half we may say that 

regeneration and calling are all His work – His work alone. It is only after this 

that we come into the arena and do our work. But even then, as we shall see, 

it is still God’s active work in us and for us.  

 

 

5. If we praise Him for the cross – the atonement – let us also praise Him for our 

personal salvation. We can only say to day that we are in the Kingdom of God 

because He chose to call us. If He had not called, drawn, summoned us, we 

would not be here today.  

 

6. Ask yourself this question. Why? Why did God call you? Neither you or I have 

a right to be in the Kingdom. We have no merit of our own that should cause 

God to personally call us. Why did He choose to call us? Here is the answer. I 

do not know! 

 

When writing to the Corinthians Paul put it like this, “For, consider your calling 

brothers…” (1 Cor 1:26). He wants us to stop what we are doing and think 

about our “calling” into the Kingdom of God.  He wants us to think about how 

amazing it is that WE should be called into the Kingdom.  
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Paul then adds this, “…Brothers, think of what you were when you were 

called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were 

influential; not many were of noble birth. But God chose the foolish things of 

the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to 

shame the strong. He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised 

things--and the things that are not--to nullify the things that are” (1 Cor 1:26-

28).   

 

We have to agree that there is nothing in us that should cause God to call us. 

We are among the “foolish” and the “weak” and the “lowly” people of the 

world. Sometimes God does call the “noble” and the “wise”, but most often it 

is the weak, frail and unimportant in the world. But God has called “us”.  

 

Why did He chose to call the weak, foolish and despised? So that “…no 

human being might boast in the presence of God” 1 Cor 1:29). We have 

nothing of which to be proud. We cannot boast of anything. Yes, we did later 

on express repentance and faith, but that would never have happened if it 

was not for this inner, secret and hidden work of divine grace in the calling. 

We would not have wanted Christ if God had not called us.  

 

Therefore, Paul can say, “Because of Him you are in Christ” (1 Cor 1:30). It is 

because of God; because of His activity in your heart in this effective and 

irresistible “calling” that today you can say you are in Christ for salvation. All 

the credit belongs to God. 

 

This is how it all began! 

 

 

Richard Lee. July 2012 
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