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“Amazing Grace” 

 

Lecture 3.  “From Bethlehem to Calvary – Atoning Gr ace” 

 

“For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he 
became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich” 2 Cor 8:9 

 
“But we see him who for a little while was made lower than the angels, namely Jesus, crowned 

with glory and honour because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he 
might taste death for everyone”  Heb 2:9 

 

Introduction 

 

1. It is usual, when speaking of grace in salvation, for us to quote from Ephesians 2:8 “By 

grace you are saved…” and to think only in terms of personal salvation when referring to 

grace. However, to do so means we are in danger of limiting the scope of God’s grace, 

whereas the Bible itself sees the operation of the grace of God within the entire history of 

Redemption even from before the foundation of the world.  

 

2. It is with this in mind that we must turn to look at the operation of grace within the 

accomplishment of Redemption through the birth, life and death of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

There was much grace from Bethlehem to Calvary. Christmas is a time to celebrate the 

grace of God. Easter is a time to celebrate the grace of God. 

 

1. The Grace in Jesus’ Incarnation 
 
1:1 Paul writes, “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, 

yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich” 2 Cor 

8:9.  

 

1:2 “….though He was rich”. In order to appreciate the Incarnation, the coming of Christ, we 

must begin from His source. Where did He come from? What was it like for Him before 

Bethlehem? What actual changes took place when He was born in Bethlehem? What did 

He leave behind? What were these riches? This is how we begin to appreciate the 

degree of grace that was involved in the Incarnation.  

 

1:3 We know that Christ was in a different position prior to His becoming a man. Indeed, 

from His prayer recorded in John 17 we learn that He existed in the “glory” of the Triune 
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God. He said, “And now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I 

had with you before the world existed”(John 17:5). What was the nature of this “glory” 

that He possessed and enjoyed “before the world existed”? First, we learn that He was 

the Father’s delight if we ascribe Proverbs 8:22-31 as Messianic prophecy. In verse 30 

we read, “…then I was beside him, like a master workman, and I was daily his delight, 

rejoicing before him always". A picture is presented of the Father, Son and Spirit all 

rejoicing together in perfect harmony and love.  

 

1:4 John 1:18 informs us that Christ was in very close proximity to the Father, “No one has 

ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father's side, he has made him known”. The 

Greek word rendered “at the Father’s side”, can be read as “in the bosom of the Father”, 

or “in close fellowship with the Father”. Here was a condition where there was nothing 

but love, affection, care and warmth; no fear, hatred or opposition from men or devils. He 

knew nothing but perfect peace and tranquillity, sharing the glory of the Father and the 

Holy Spirit. In this way He was very “rich”. 

 

1:5 When describing the vast downward step that the Son of God took upon Himself when 

He became man Paul put it this way, “…who, though he was in the form of God, did not 

count equality with God a thing to be grasped but emptied Himself” (Phil 2:6). We are 

told three things within this verse. First, the Son of God was and always has been “in the 

form of God”. That means He has always been of the same substance as the Father; of 

the same essence and nature as God the Father. Secondly, we are told that He did not 

consider this “equality with God” something to be held on to or grasped hold of. In other 

words, as the Second Person of the Trinity He did not hold on to the outward splendour, 

magnificence and glory of His position. He was equal with God, but this equality was not 

to be displayed for all to see. Thirdly we come to a difficult word, “emptied Himself”. 

Charles Wesley wrote in a well known hymn, “He emptied Himself of all but love”. Whilst 

there is a sound truth here, it can be misleading as it suggests that in the Incarnation 

Christ ceased to be God. But that is not what Paul is saying. The Second Person of the 

Trinity, in becoming man, did not cease to be equal with God and in the form of God. 

Rather, he laid to one side the outward glory and visible finery, brilliance and grandeur 

that would be associated with His position in the Godhead. He “emptied Himself” of the 

visible splendour. His “riches” were not to be seen. 

 

1:6 Prior to the Incarnation this Second Person in the Godhead was surrounded with 

majestic radiance compatible with His position. For a demonstration of this we could look 

at two pictures given to us in the Scriptures. The first is found in Isaiah 6:1-4 where the 
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prophet Isaiah states, “I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; and the 

train of his robe filled the temple.  Above him stood the seraphim. Each had six wings: 

with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew.  

And one called to another and said: "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole 

earth is full of his glory!"  And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him 

who called, and the house was filled with smoke”. This corresponds to the glory of 

Yahweh, but it also portrays the glory of Christ. John quotes from this Isaiah passage 

and relates it to Jesus, “Isaiah said these things because he saw his glory….” ( John 

12:41). The context shows us that John is referring to Christ. So we can think of Christ 

every time we read or hear the words from Isaiah chapter 6 and thereby catch a glimpse 

of what it was like for Him before He was born in Bethlehem. This was part of the riches 

that He possessed.  

 

1:7 The second picture comes from the Transfiguration scene recorded in Mark 9:2-8. Mark 

tells us that Jesus was suddenly “transfigured” in front of the three disciples. They saw 

“his clothes become radiant, intensely white as no one on earth could bleach them”. 

Speaking about this incident years later, Peter said, “For we did not follow cleverly 

devised myths when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty.  For when he received honor and glory 

from God the Father, and the voice was borne to him by the Majestic Glory, "This is my 

beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased," (2 Peter 1:16-17). On that mount they 

caught a glimpse of the radiant majesty of Jesus; this glory that He had with the Father 

before the foundation of the world; the same glory that He laid aside. They saw that He 

was “rich”. 

 

1:8 So, when we read the words, “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 

though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor….” (2 Cor 8:9) we should have 

some concept of what it means when Paul said, “he was rich”. For this was the position 

in which the Second Person of the Trinity existed before coming to birth in Bethlehem. It 

is this that will make our understanding of the Incarnation so much more vivid, exciting 

and moving. It was these riches that He renounced by coming to earth. He left the close 

fellowship of the Father; He dispensed with the grandeur and outward splendour of His 

majesty; He refused to hold on tightly to His rightful position in the glory. This was 

because of pure grace; no compulsion; no pressure – it was because He wanted to do it. 

 

1:9 Now let us come to the Incarnation itself: “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, ……… became poor….” (2 Cor 8:9). The key word here is “poor”. The 
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astonishing fact about the Incarnation is God’s choice of parents for the Son of God; the 

venue for the birth and the first visitors. All were “poor”. The parents were an insignificant 

couple from Nazareth in Galilee with Mary giving birth to the Son of God in the poverty of 

small draughty family room overlooked by curious relatives with the smell of animals. A 

most unhygienic place to give birth. If Social Services had existed at that time it is 

probable that Jesus would have been taken from His parents into Care and fostered or 

even adopted, because they would be regarded as irresponsible for allowing His birth to 

take place in such poverty. 

 

1:10  It is probable that the place of Jesus’ birth was not the popular stable shed, but the 

family room of a relative of Joseph in Bethlehem. The word for “Inn” found in Luke 2:7 

“no place for them in the inn” is not the usual word for such an establishment. The real 

word for an “Inn” is found in Luke 10:34 where the Samaritan took the injured Jew. It is 

not the same Greek word as is used in the birth narrative. The word used in Luke 2:7 

really “guest room” and is found in Luke 22:11 where Jesus had prepared a “guest room” 

for His celebration of the Passover. It is likely, therefore, that the guest room belonging 

to one of Joseph’s relatives was already occupied due to the over crowded town of 

Bethlehem. The little family would have to use the normal family room which was set 

above the area kept for animals. Not very private or warm, but this was all that was 

available to them. In such conditions Mary gave birth. The baby would be placed in the 

manger which could be reached by both animals and Mary.  

 

1:11 The coming of Jesus to planet Earth was very crude. Jesus did not come down in a 

capsule like Superman as a baby; nor was He found under a gooseberry bush, or 

appear on earth in a brilliant flash of supernatural lightening. He had to undergo the 

normal process of conception and growth in the womb of a woman for nine months, and 

then, following the breaking of Mary’s waters, He came into the world as a bundle of 

flesh covered in blood, followed by the after-birth. The NT simply says, “He was born of 

a woman” (Gal 4:4). He became poor! 

 

1:12 We all want to know what kind of body did Jesus have. Was He really human or rather 

like Superman who seems not to be really human? Was Jesus a mixture of the human 

and the divine? Surely, He who was once “rich” should have a special body, something 

like Adam before the Fall so that it was not acquainted with the weaknesses that are 

typical of humanity.  
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1:13 The NT writers were under no illusion that the body of Jesus was genuinely human. It 

was as human as we are human and yet He was without original sin. Paul puts it this 

way, “For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending 

his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh” 

(Rom 8:3). Notice the words “in the likeness of sinful flesh”. He was made thoroughly 

human just like you and I, but it was “in the likeness of sinful flesh”. In other words, 

Jesus was made so really human that He came within a hair’s breadth of inheriting 

Adam’s sin.  

 

1:14 Other writers have put it more clearly when describing Jesus’ humanity. The writer to the 

Hebrews says, “Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect….” (Heb 

2:17). Notice the words “in every respect”. If you met Jesus walking down the street you 

not have known He was the Son of God. He did not walk around with a halo over His 

head. There was no brilliant display of majesty that would have identified Him as the 

Christ. His body was the same as our bodies. This meant that He had human brains; 

human bones, flesh, muscle, nerves; human kidneys, liver, spleen, heart, lungs. It meant 

that His very blood was human blood, not divine blood. Right down to his eye lashes and 

finger nails, Jesus was genuinely human; like us in every respect.  

 

1:15 Grace! That was the cause of the Incarnation. It was all of grace. Although it was only 

Paul who refers the incarnation to grace, the writer to the Hebrews underlines the same 

truth. He puts it this way, “Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he 

himself likewise partook of the same things” (Heb 2:14). Even though he does not 

mention the word grace, his teaching is just the same. “Since therefore the children 

share in flesh and blood..”;  that is we by the nature of our birth automatically share in 

flesh and blood. None of us had the privilege of choosing where and when we should be 

born. We did not choose whether we would be born – we were just born; we just 

appeared in the world. Whether our birth was planned by our parents or just an accident, 

we had no choice in the matter. 

 

1:16 But this was not the case with Jesus. He did have a choice. In the words, he himself 

likewise partook of the same things” or as the NIV “he too shared in their humanity " we 

note the free choice that He made to become human. He “shared” or “partook”, 

“participated”. The Son of God reached out and added humanity to His deity. It was His 

choice to do this. He was not planned by Mary, He was not an accident. His birth was a 

Holy Spirit conception, planned by God. But the important factor here is that the Son of 

God voluntarily chose to become man. It was all of grace. 
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1:17 It is better expressed in the words of the NT, “For the grace of God has appeared, 

bringing salvation for all people” (Titus 2:11). The coming of Jesus into the world as the 

coming of grace into the world. Then again, “For from his fullness we have all received, 

grace upon grace.  For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through 

Jesus Christ” (John 1:16-17). Finally, the words of our text, “For you know the grace of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so 

that you by his poverty might become rich” (2 Cor 8:9). It is all of grace. 

 

 

2. The Grace throughout the life of Jesus 
 

2:1 “And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor (Greek 

“grace”) of God was upon him” (Luke 2:40). 

 

2:2 The birth of Jesus was only the beginning. It was necessary for grace to be extended 

into the very life of Jesus upon this earth. It is the NIV that translates this verse “and the 

grace of God was upon Him”. Of course, we might want to ask why it was necessary for 

the grace of God to be with Jesus. He was the Son of God on earth; surely He would 

have sufficient resources of His own. Why would He need the “grace of God” in His life?  

 

2:3 The answer of course is that He was really human. This is where the genuine humanity 

of Jesus becomes evident. Although He was God, He was also truly man. He needed 

the grace of God. Similarly, the NT informs us that Jesus was filled with the Holy Spirit 

from His baptism (Luke 3:22). John informs us that Jesus was filled with the Spirit 

without measure “for he gives the Spirit without measure” (John 3:34). It was because of 

His humanity. There were weaknesses in Jesus – He became tired needing sleep, and 

hungry needing food. He fought with Satan, so we read, “And Jesus, full of the Holy 

Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness” (Luke 4:1) 

where He was tempted.  

 

2:4 His need of grace was not just for His own human needs or even his spiritual encounters 

with Satan. There was more. He needed the grace of God because of the importance of 

His life which was part of His work within Redemption. Emphasis upon the life of Jesus 

is often omitted as focus is placed upon His death and resurrection. The life of Jesus 

was vital within His whole work of Redemption. We often call the life of Jesus His “active 
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work” and the death of Jesus His “passive work”. We cannot separate the life of Jesus 

from the death of Jesus. His life is a vital part of His redemptive work. 

 

2:5 Let us turn to Genesis and consider the Fall. It was because of sin that Jesus came into 

the world so we must consider the two areas of failure committed by Adam that Jesus, 

the second and last Adam, had to correct. First, Adam failed to keep the commandment 

of God not to touch the tree in the centre of the Garden; this was a test of obedience. 

Adam failed within the area of obedience. He was given a work to accomplish – probably 

within a set period of time, a kind of probation, in which he should prove his own 

righteousness. But He failed entirely. Secondly, Adam failed when he took of the fruit of 

the tree thereby committing an offence worthy of death. By his disobedience he incurred 

the holy and righteous wrath of God upon himself and all of God’s chosen people.  

 

2:6 Jesus had to redress both of these failures. In the first place Jesus had to live a life of 

utter obedience to the Law of God, redressing Adam’s failure and disobedience. He had 

to live a life of righteousness. It was imperative for Him to show complete sinless 

obedience through all of His life. This is what Adam failed to do.  In the second place 

Jesus had to die and take on Himself the punishment and judgement that Adam had 

brought upon Himself and all of God’s people. So, the life of Jesus is where He 

addresses the first part of Adam’s failure, namely his inability to keep the Law of God. 

 

2:7 Paul alludes to Adam’s disobedience and its results, and to the “active obedience” of 

Christ with its results in Romans 5:19 “For as by the one man's disobedience the many 

were made sinners, so by the one man's obedience the many will be made righteous”. It 

is correct to apply this verse to both areas of Christ’s obedience – His active, life 

obedience to the Law, and to His passive obedience in His death. Similarly, in John 

17:19 we read, “And for their sake I consecrate myself…” When Jesus approached John 

the Baptist requesting baptism He said, “But Jesus answered him, "Let it be so now, for 

thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness" (Matt 3:15). He had to fulfill all 

righteousness in His life of obedience for our sakes. As the second and last Adam it was 

necessary for Him to do this for us. It is also important to note that as Adam’s sin was 

voluntary, so Christ’s obedience was voluntary. To accomplish this Jesus needed the 

grace of God. 

 

2:8 When we trace the life of Jesus throughout the Gospels we find a recurring phrase, “I 

have come not to do my own will, but the will of Him who has sent me” (John 6:38), or 

similar phrases (John 4:34, 5:30). On one occasion He said, “I glorified you on earth, 
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having accomplished the work that you gave me to do” (John 17:4). He had yet to die on 

the cross as a part of this “work” which the Father had given to Him. But at this point in 

His life He would be able to say that He had accomplished the work in relation to the life 

of obedience to the Law.  

 

2:9 Even before Jesus became incarnate, whilst in the hidden counsels of God, He was able 

to say, “Then I said, "Behold, I have come; in the scroll of the book it is written of me:   I 

delight to do your will, O my God; your law is within my heart” (Ps 40:7-8). Notice the 

words, “your law is within my heart”. Then the writer to the Hebrews was able to quote 

these words (Heb 10:7). For this Jesus needed the grace of God.  

 

2:10 It is sometimes difficult to conceive of Jesus, the Second Person of the Trinity, being so 

fully human that He needed the grace of God and the filling of the Holy Spirit to 

accomplish His active obedience. This becomes even more vivid when we read, 

“Although he was a son, he learned obedience through what he suffered” (Heb 5:8), and 

“For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing many sons 

to glory, should make the founder of their salvation perfect through suffering” (Heb 2:10). 

Because Jesus was fully human He had to learn obedience. Obedience to the will and 

Law of God was accomplished through His experience and sufferings during His life 

time. Jesus did not have an easy life; it was not a “bed of roses”. It has been suggested 

that although Jesus was in His early thirties He looked much older than His years. The 

Pharisees once said to Him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have you seen 

Abraham?" (John 8:57). Had the sufferings aged Him?  

 

2:11 From this we learn, therefore, that salvation is not only through the death of Christ. That 

work on the cross only became meaningful and divinely acceptable because of thirty-

three years of obedience to the will and Law of God. Whilst the cross itself was a difficult 

and arduous piece of work which lasted all of six hours, so also was the life of Jesus 

which lasted thirty-three years. Luke’s words, therefore, make sense, “And the child 

grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor (Greek “grace”) of God was 

upon him” (Luke 2:40). 
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3. The Grace in Jesus’ Death 
 
3:1 “But we see him who for a little while was made lower than the angels, namely Jesus, 

crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of 

God he might taste death for everyone” (Heb 2:9).  

 

3:2 Where does the “grace of God” feature in the Atonement?  No, that is not the right 

question. What we should be asking is this, “Why did God send His Son into the world to 

die that cruel death on the cross? What prompted Him to do this? Was He under some 

pressure, some compulsion or force? Was God obliged to provide the sacrifice of Christ 

for our salvation? Why did He do it?” 

 

3:3 The answer of course is that God was under no coercion to send His Son into the world 

to the cross; He did not have to do it. If God had never planned and executed His 

mission of salvation He would still have been just and holy. God did not have to send His 

Son to the cross; He could have left us to perish in hell for eternity. Why then did He do 

it? It was because He was motivated by sheer grace. It was out of His bounty of grace 

that Jesus ever came into the world; it was through grace alone that He allowed His Son 

to live to the age of thirty-three, and it was because of His lavish grace that He brought 

Him to the cross. It was all of grace; unmerited favour to us who deserved the full weight 

of divine justice in terms of God’s wrath and condemnation.  

 

3:4 I hear the words of John, “In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us 

and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins” (1 John 4:10). It was not man that 

brought the Son of God to the cross; it was not because of our love to God; it was not 

because of the urgent pleading of man to God that He would do something. No, no, the 

initiative lay with God. It was He who decided to form the Covenant of Redemption within 

the hidden councils of the Trinity before the foundation of the world. It was God who, 

after the Fall, implemented the grand History of Redemption beginning with Abraham 

and running all through the OT. It was God who “So loved the world that He sent His 

only Son…”; it was God alone out of His magnificent grace that motivated Him to “send 

His Son to be the propitiation for our sin”; “so that by the grace of God he might taste 

death for everyone”. 

 

3:5 We see, therefore, that grace extended from Bethlehem to Calvary. But it is of course, 

this last action of God in Calvary that brings out the real and full force of “grace”. It would 

have been an act of divine grace if God had merely given us Jesus as a teacher and 
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moral example. If Jesus had come into the world and relieved certain people of their 

suffering through His miracles of healing, that would have been grace. But to bring His 

Son to the suffering of the cross, to bring His Son to “taste death” as a substitute for 

sinners, this is indeed the very height of grace. I hear the words of Zechariah, “And he 

shall bring forward the top stone amid shouts of grace, grace to it” (Zech 4:7). No other 

act of God can be compared to the Atonement. Even the creation itself fades into the 

background in the full blaze of the Atonement. This was grace indeed of the highest 

calibre. It is here that God has almost – dare I say it – over-reached Himself. He could 

not do anything greater than this. One can imagine the angels of heaven are suddenly 

hushed into silence as they witness the events leading up to the cross. Then, as they 

see Jesus hanging on that piece of rough wood there is a sudden astonishing gasp, a 

sharp intake of breath is heard throughout the portals of heaven! The hosts of heaven 

just cannot believe what they are witnessing. These things may, as Peter puts it, be 

“things into which angels long to look” (1 Pet 1:12), but even they must have been 

stunned by the sight of the cross. 

 

3:6 But why does the writer of our text (Heb 2:9) speak of the cross as “the grace of God”? 

Surely, it should be “the grace of Jesus” as He seems to be the focus of attention in this 

passage? The answer lies in the nature of the Atonement itself. The death of Christ was 

out of the “grace of God” because it was God the Father who engineered the cross. If we 

were to ask the question, “Who killed Jesus?”, there might be a number of different 

answers. Some might say the Romans soldiers through the cruelty of the scourging and 

crucifixion. Others might say, Jesus “breathed His last and gave up His spirit”. They 

might refer to Jesus’ own words, “No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own 

accord. I have authority to lay it down” (John 10:28). These answers would be correct. 

However, the NT takes us a step further and points to God the Father being the One 

who was responsible for the death of Jesus. As our text puts it, “by the grace of God he 

might taste death”.  

 

3:7 So we need to have a close look at Rom 8:32 “He did not spare his own Son but gave 

him up for us all”. Start with the words “He did not spare his own Son”.  Isaac was 

spared the knife thrust from Abraham that would have killed him, but Jesus was not 

spared by His Father. Paul then adds, “but gave him up for us all”. …The Greek word 

translated, “gave him up” is the same word used for betrayal by Judas (Matt 26:15) and 

by Pilate “Then he released for them Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, delivered 

him to be crucified" (Matt 27:26). A similar word appears in Acts 2:23 “this Jesus,  

delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and 



Page 11 of 13 

killed by the hands of lawless men”. But let us turn to Isaiah for some more graphic 

descriptions of God’s hand in the cross. In Isaiah 53:10 we read, "Yet it was the will of 

the LORD to crush him; he has put him to grief; when his soul makes an offering for 

guilt, " . Then in verse 4, “Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we 

esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted”. Finally, let us turn to Mark 14:27 

“And Jesus said to them, "You will all fall away, for it is written, 'I will strike the shepherd, 

and the sheep will be scattered.'”  

 

3:8 We must not consider the cross without recognizing the active, powerful and violent 

hand of God the Father upon His Son as He bore our sins and actually became, as it 

were, a sinner – “For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we 

might become the righteousness of God” (2 Cor 5:21).  Luther put it this way, “He is not 

now an innocent person and without sins, is not now the Son of God born of the Virgin 

Mary; but a sinner who has carried the sin of Paul, who was a blasphemer, and 

oppressor and persecutor; of Peter, who denied Christ; of David who was an adulterer, a 

murderer who caused the Gentiles to blaspheme the name of the Lord; and briefly, who 

has and bears all the sins of all men in His body, that He might make satisfaction for 

them with His own blood”. As a result “Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by 

becoming a curse for us-- for it is written, "Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree" 

(Gal 3:13). The cross then was an act of sheer divine violence. Not merely at the 

instigation of the Romans with all their malicious cruelty, but violence issued from the 

hand of God.  

 

3:9 Yet, this is not cosmic child abuse as the critics of violence in the Atonement want to 

suggest. This phrase, “divine child abuse” was first mentioned by a feminist Alice Miller 

in the 1990s. In the first place the Christ who died on the cross was not a “child” but an 

adult, and secondly being an adult he had the power and authority to make a choice. It is 

here that the words of Jesus have their full impact, “No one takes it from me, but I lay it 

down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down” (John 10:28).  Jesus went 

willingly to the cross to make Himself a sacrifice for sinners. The OT makes it very clear 

that Jesus volunteered for the task of being the Redeemer, “Then I said, `Behold, I have 

come; in the scroll of the book it is written of me:   I delight to do your will, O my God; 

your law is within my heart`" (Ps 40:7-8). Such words as “cosmic child abuse” should be 

abandoned as blasphemous. 

 

3:10 However, within our present politically correct society it seems as we still do not like 

speaking about the violence of the Atonement. We do not like to speak about the wrath 
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of God; of the need for blood sacrifice; the need for a penal substitute for sinners. This is 

too scandalous for our present violent society with its rising crime rate of assaults and 

murder, rape, armed robbery along with domestic violence and physical or sexual abuse 

of children. Surely Christianity should be different and separate from such physical and 

emotional sufferings. So we might choose to speak of a “nice” God, for “nice people” 

who want a “nice life”! 

 

3:11 But we cannot get away with this even if we wanted to because the Bible shouts to us of 

the scandal of the cross. When Paul preached the cross of Christ in Corinth people were 

offended; “but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to 

Gentiles” (1 Cor 1:23). The Gentiles with all of their philosophical wisdom were offended 

because the message seemed to be “folly”, stupid, ridiculous, nonsense. They said no 

reasonable intelligent person could accept that their God actually became human and 

died as the victim of a brutal execution. The thought that God had actually orchestrated 

the cross was the height of madness. Then the Jews were even more offended with the 

idea that the unemployed itinerant Galilean known as Jesus of Nazareth the carpenter 

could be the Messiah. They were really scandalized by the message of the cross; the 

message of the Messiah dying under the hated Romans, and more so when they heard 

Paul saying that on the cross “Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by 

becoming a curse for us-- for it is written, "Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree" 

(Gal 3:13). How could the Messiah become the object of God’s curse? To them the 

cross was a disgrace; it was disgusting in the extreme.  

 

3:12 So, where does the “grace of God” feature in the Atonement?  It is here in the scandal of 

the cross; in the divine violence of the cross; in the utter horror of the cross. This is the 

grace of God that He sent His only Son into this terrible suffering; a suffering as a 

substitute for sinful men and women; a suffering as the object of God’s wrath, anger and 

disgust with sin. This is the grace of God that led to His Son crying out, “My God, my 

God, why have you abandoned me?” This is the grace of God, the unearned, 

undeserved and unmerited favour of God that instead of us sinners suffering the 

punishment for sin He chose His only beloved Son to suffer instead. This is the grace of 

God that Jesus should “taste death for everyone”.  

 

Conclusion . 

1. Grace from Bethlehem to Calvary. Yes, God is a God of rich abundant grace. His grace 

certainly is evident in our personal salvation and in our on-going lives in the form of 

preservation. But this grace did not begin with us as individuals. It began long ago when 
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a child was conceived in the womb of a young girl called Mary, and continued through 

the life of Jesus and into His death and resurrection.  

 

2. When Paul used his descriptive words such as, “His glorious grace”;  “the riches of His 

grace”, and “the immeasurable riches of His grace” (Eph 1:6, 7, 2:7) I suggest that had 

the whole of redemption in mind. For surely, all of God’s works in redemption stem from 

His grace.  

 

4. God is indeed, a God of Grace.  

 

 

Richard Lee.  May 2014 

 


