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“Amazing Grace” 

 

 

Lecture 2 .  “God’s gift of grace to everyone – Com mon Grace ” 
 

Introduction  
 

1. We have defined grace as that special favour of God that is given to those who deserve 

His wrath and judgement. It is more than mercy. Mercy withholds the condemnation that 

is rightly deserved; grace provides blessings. Mercy is negative whilst grace is positive. 

 

2. Usually, and correctly we speak of this grace as something that God gives to His people, 

and His people alone. We might call it saving grace. We are saved, not through works 

that we have done, but through his own divine grace. Grace is that rich, plentiful and 

overflowing towards sinners bringing salvation.  

 

3. But is there something else about this grace that should cause us to consider the subject 

with added wonder and amazement? It is what we call “Common Grace”. As my title 

demonstrates, it is “grace for everyone”. The whole world enjoys the grace of God. It is 

not of the same as saving grace – that is special grace which only God’s people know. In 

this case we are thinking of the grace of God that is given to the whole world in the form 

of life, food, weather, civilisation, families, hospitals, schools. Anything and everything 

that enables life to continue and keep people in a state of health and wellbeing. 

 

4. We need to be asking the question, “What is God like towards those who are not His 

people?” Whilst we may be sure that the “the wrath of God is revealed from heaven 

against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness 

suppress the truth” (Rom 18), nevertheless, the goodness of God is still poured out over 

the planet. It is this goodness of God given to everyone that we call common grace, or 

universal grace 

 

5. Although the word “grace” is not found in connection with the entire world, scripture does 

supply us with much material showing how God blessed the unsaved world with His 

goodness even though it is not deserved. One example would be continuation of the 

planet. Although it is true to say that God is saving His people from the mass of 

humankind, He nevertheless continues to lavish His divine favour on men and women 

who rightly deserve to die. He keeps the universe in motion (Heb 1:2-3  “….his Son, 



Page 2 of 8 

through whom he made the universe……sustaining all things by his powerful word”) for 

His people but in addition His care and provision spills over into the lives of countless 

non-Christian people who will eventually find themselves in hell. His wrath is mingled 

with His mercy and favour.  

 

6. Let us explore this “Common Grace” and see something more about the wonder of God. 

Even though we may not be looking at saving grace for the believer, yet we can see 

reflected in Common Grace something more about the glorious character of God. This is 

how Paul presents Common Grace – “……He himself gives to all mankind life and 

breath and everything” (Acts 17:25). And then the words of Jesus help us with this 

teaching when He said, “be sons of your Father who is in heaven. For he makes his sun 

rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust” (Matt 

5:45). We all share in the abundance of God’s provision within this universe – whether 

we are Christian or non-Christian, justified through faith or not justified. It makes no 

difference – there is grace which is common and universal; grace for everyone  

 

1. Material Grace : “He did good by giving you rains from heaven and fruitful seasons, 

satisfying your hearts with food and gladness." (Acts 14:17). 

 

1:1 When Adam sinned God caused the whole earth to be “cursed” – “cursed is the ground 

because of you; thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you” (Gen 3:17-18). However, 

much of the goodness of the original creation remained; not all was lost. The Psalmist 

could say, “The LORD is good to all, and his mercy is over all that he has made…… You 

open your hand; you satisfy the desire of every living thing”. God continued to bless this 

earth. Another writer says, “These all look to you, to give them their food in due season" 

(Ps 104:27). When Jesus preached his famous “Sermon  on the Mount” He was able to 

say, “Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet 

your heavenly Father feeds them….. God so clothes the grass of the field” (Matt 

5:26,30).  

 

1:2 We live in a very rich and well stocked world. Apart from the earth being full of minerals 

many of which provide us with costly gems and jewellery, look at the mountains of food 

that are available to us. Think for a moment that God could have provided us with just a 

basket full of different fruits and vegetables – enough for us to survive. But He has given 

us truck loads of different fruits, vegetables, sweets and meats. The many and diverse 

types of food that not only fill our stomachs but also give us pleasure through taste and 

smell which show us how gracious God has been to a fallen world.  
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1:3 Consider also the abundance of flowers, trees, grasses and shrubs available for us to 

enjoy. Take a look at the surrounding countryside and survey the many different types of 

greens that are there to be admired. God could have just given us a bunch of flowers, a 

couple of bushes and a few trees. But He has been most generous to a world that 

largely hates Him. Then look at the variations in landscape from plains to high snow 

capped mountain rangers; deserts to icebergs; forests to lakes. This is common, 

universal grace of God to a fallen world.  

 

1:4 We are told that we live in the world with such a diversity of species of colourful birds 

and fish and interesting animals which is almost inexhaustible. God has created and 

given to us something like 9,000 different sorts of birds; 20,000 types of trees, 2000,000 

different flowers, and well over 300,000 of beetles. All this is for the enjoyment of those 

who serve God and those who reject Him. 

 

2. Intelligent grace : “The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the 

world” (John 1:9) 

 

2:1 We live in a remarkable universe. If the moon was to be ten percent nearer the earth 

then we would be swamped with huge tides making it impossible to survive. Similarly, if 

the sun, which is 93 million miles away was to be any nearer or further away we would 

either shrivel under its heat or freeze from the cold. We are told that the stars change 

their position just slightly each night, but every 365 days 6 hours, 9 minutes and 9.6 

seconds they are back where they started. If the stars and planets did not move in this 

perfect harmony then our mariners and explorers could never have navigated around the 

world. We depend upon this symmetry for our own atomic clocks and for our very useful 

Global Positioning System, usually known as the GPS. Night and day – darkness and 

light is something that is very common to us. In some countries there is more light at 

summer time but less in the winter. However, all over the world each year we all 

experience the same amount of daylight and night time darkness. God has instituted into 

this universe a perfect harmony which we all enjoy whether we worship Him or not.  

 

2:2 When God created the world He gave to Adam the command to "Be fruitful and multiply 

and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the 

birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth." (Gen 1:28). 

Within this earth God has provided all manner or resources. From the ground we obtain 

not only our food and food for our animals, but also many minerals which form a large 
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part of our daily physical needs. From the earth we have iron from which we obtain steel, 

oil, gas, copper, gold, silver and many gems. From the forests we obtain wood. 

Chemicals are formed from the resources of the earth which are necessary for our daily 

living and health.   

 

2:3 Our world is teeming with produces in the home, on the road, in the sky, on the sea, into  

outer-space, in our hospitals, schools, offices and much more. All of this comes from the 

planet which God has given to us all.  

 

2:4 Furthermore, God has made man with a creative intelligence that can produce beauty, 

technology, construction, art for pleasure or to support our living conditions. He has 

given us so much to enjoy such as music, pictures, creative pieces of art, photography, 

sculpture and clothes of many different colours and styles. Man’s capacity for invention 

never seems to cease as does his desire to explore more and more within his world. 

What is more, God has given us the ability, desire and interest to enjoy all these 

benefits. We listen in stereo; we see in 3D, we observe in perfect colour. Our bodies are 

equipped to feel and smell so that we can enjoy fully what God has made.  

 

2:5 All of this is on offer to a fallen world; a world that turns its back on God. All this God 

gives freely to a world that chooses to worship creation rather than the very Creator. 

God is good to all! 

 

3. Moral Grace:  “For when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do what the law 

requires, they are a law to themselves, even though they do not have the law.  They 

show that the work of the law is written on their hearts, while their conscience also bears 

witness, and their conflicting thoughts accuse or even excuse them” (Rom 2:14-15).  

 

3:1 Why is there not more evil in the world? What is it that is stopping men and women from 

committing more offences? How is it that there are not more wars in the world plunging 

the whole world into chaos? Given the degree of sin that exists since the Fall it is truly 

amazing that there exists within humanity a degree of civilisation providing a level of 

peace and tranquillity. Even if people can show hate, selfishness, greed and malice, the 

same people can and do demonstrate kindness, love, care and sensitivity. Where does 

all this come from? 

 

3:2 The answer is found in the words of Paul in 2 Thess 2:7,   “For the mystery of 

lawlessness is already at work. Only he who now restrains it will do so until he is out of 
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the way”. Who is this “One who restrains it”? It is God exercising His common grace. 

There exists at the present moment the power of “restraining” evil.  

 

3:3 Sometimes God allows evil to have its own way. We read of this in Romans 1:22-24 

“Claiming to be wise, they became fools, and exchanged the glory of the immortal God 

for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and creeping things.  

Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity….” There are times 

when God “gives them up” to all manner of evil. This expression, “God gave them up” 

occurs three times (vs 24, 26, 28). Perhaps this is what took place in 1914 when a 

dreadful evil was unleashed upon the world with the First World War. Then again in 

1939-1945 with Hitler and the Second World War. When sin gets to a very low degree, 

when men and women refuse to worship Him or acknowledge Him, He “gives them up” 

to even worse forms of evil.  God abandons them to their sin and evil.  

 

3:4 However, at other times God is restraining this sin. He is actively preventing further 

degeneration of humankind. His common, universal grace brings evil to a halt; He 

causes the war to end and for peace to emerge. This is the patience of God where He 

allows men and women to have their own way but with law and order keeping restraints.  

 

3:5 Part of this God-given restraint is found in the “conscience” as explained in Romans 

2:14-15. “For when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do what the law 

requires, they are a law to themselves, even though they do not have the law.  They 

show that the work of the law is written on their hearts, while their conscience also bears 

witness, and their conflicting thoughts accuse or even excuse them”. Built into the 

human form is the conscience. Every single human being has a conscience. It is built-in 

automatic law which identifies wrong doing. The conscience does not indicate approval 

when we are doing right; it only operates like an alarm bell when we are doing wrong. A 

bad conscience makes us unhappy; we cannot be at peace with a bad conscience.  

 

3:6 Immanuel Kant the Philosopher called it the “categorical imperative”; humankind’s sense 

of “ought”. We know what we “ought to do” and what we “ought not do”. Mark Twain the 

writer spoke the truth when he said that it is only the human race that can blush. The 

conscience is what keeps our fallen world from falling apart.  

 

3:7 Of course, the conscience can be influenced, silenced and perverted. In some cultures 

to have a good conscience is to love their neighbours, but in other cultures it is to eat 

their neighbours. Conscience can become so influenced by society portrayed in the 



Page 6 of 8 

television, papers, books and magazines, that it is darkened to the point that it no longer 

knows right from wrong. It becomes less and less reliable. 

 

3:8 Nevertheless, God has instituted the conscience into every human being born on this 

planet. He has provided a mechanism by which we can define good and evil. Even 

though people do not know why, they do have a sense of morality. There are those who 

show fidelity in their marriages, who are honest, hard working, and portray love and care 

to others. This is His common and universal grace.  

 

4. Social Grace.  

 

4:1 “Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority 

except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God”. 

 

4:2 God has provided society with civilization through its law and order, government, police 

and other services which combine to protect and support men and women and children. 

Common, universal grace is expressed in the way society cares for our welfare. This 

does not mean that whatever they institute is God- honouring or right, because our rulers 

are mainly non-Christian and can be corrupt in themselves. But they are there to keep 

the peace. We have had peace in Europe for nearly seventy years; the longest period of 

peace that we have ever known. This is God’s common and universal grace.  

 

4:3 There are many other social welfare services which constitute this common grace. For 

example we have the Social Services; Probation; Hospitals; doctors; dentists; 

counsellors; Courts of law with solicitors and lawyers; schools; colleges; universities and 

so on. Society teems with the Public Sector designed to provide support to improve the 

quality of our lives.  

 

4:4 It is for this reason that the NT requests that prayer is made for those in authority. Paul 

writes to Timothy and says, “First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, 

intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people,  for kings and all who are in 

high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every 

way” (1 Tim 2:2). To Titus he writes, “Remind them to be submissive to rulers and 

authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for every good work” (Titus 3:1). Similarly Peter 

wrote, “ subject for the Lord's sake to every human institution, whether it be to the 

emperor as supreme,  or to governors as sent by him to punish those who do evil and to 

praise those who do good” (1 Peter 2:13-15).  Such a form of teaching is also found in 
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the OT. Jeremiah wrote to the exiles in Babylon, “But seek the welfare of the city where I 

have sent you into exile, and pray to the LORD on its behalf, for in its welfare you will 

find your welfare” (Jer 29:7). 

 

4:5 There are times when it is right to refuse to comply with the governing rulers when such 

powers prohibit the worship of God, preaching of the Gospel and godly living. Peter and 

John were compelled to do this when ordered by the rulers, "We strictly charged you not 

to teach in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching, and you 

intend to bring this man's blood upon us. But Peter and the apostles answered, "We 

must obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:28-29).  

 

4:6 Nevertheless, the institution of the controlling and ruling powers in a country are placed 

by God for the ordering of society. All this is common, universal grace.  

 

 

Conclusion  

1. God’s grace is extensive. Peter describes God as, “The God of all grace” (1 Peter 5:10). 

He gives His grace to all. This surely must tell us something about the nature and 

character of God. He extends His saving grace to His people, and His common grace to 

everyone. When the Bible exclaims, “God is good”, this is what it means.  

 

2. It is against the background of God’s common universal grace that God’s special saving 

grace shines more gloriously. If God can be seen in the common daily events of life in 

our world, how much more wonderful is His special saving grace. If God can do all this 

for sinners – what can He do for His people? When writing to believers Paul speaks 

about saving grace in more graphic terms. He speaks of “the riches of His 

grace….glorious grace….abundant grace”. It is not mere common grace that is given to 

Christians; rather it is special, particular, high-quality grace.  

 

3. Does this common grace have an objective that is perhaps higher than merely the 

general welfare of society? Paul speaks to the unconverted who use God’s common 

grace but are ungrateful and presumes “on the riches of his kindness and forbearance 

and patience, not knowing that God's kindness is meant to lead you to repentance?” 

(Rom 2:4). Common grace is an expression of God’s patience, love and kindness on an 

ungrateful and sinful world. He is patient, “not willing that any should perish but that all 

should come to repentance” (2 Pet 3:9).  
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