
Poland Summer Camp 2017 

Sermon / Studies in John 17 

2.  God's Special People: 6-10 

Introduction 

Jesus turns His focus of attention upon the chosen people of God. Jesus describes them and the 
work that He did for them when He was on earth. But He is due to leave the earth and also leaving 
them behind. It is His desire that they be protected, blessed and supported. 

Verse 6  "I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you 
gave them to me and they have obeyed your word. 

 I have revealed you  

Literally, "I have shown you to them.....". The mission of Jesus was to make God and the purposes 
of God known. Jesus was able to say, "He who has seen me has seen the Father” (John 14:9). 
The life of Jesus, the character of Jesus and the works of Jesus portrayed the Father.  

Furthermore, the disciples would never have known Christ had not Jesus personally revealed 
Himself to them. Jesus said, "No-one knows the Son except the Father, and no-one knows the 
Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him" Matt 11:27.  

to those whom you gave me out of the world.  

In this part of the prayer it refers only to the disciples but also includes all of God’s people.  This is  
the Divine Transaction concerning God’s people that took place between the Father and the Son 
before creation. 

They were yours; 

The people of God already belonged to God before being given to the Son. They were elect and 
predestined to belong to Jesus like any other  Christian. Before choosing Christ to be our Saviour 
we already were the possession of God, even from before the foundation of the world. 
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you gave them to me 

Notice how the words "gave them to me" appears twice in this verse (and previously in vs 2). The 
people of God belonged to God as His possession and He sovereignly gave them to Christ. We 
only came to Christ because God had earlier given us to Christ.  

and they have obeyed your word. 
  
The disciples did not merely listen with interest to the teaching of Jesus,  they took it to heart, laid 
hold of His teaching with their minds and kept His words in their hearts. Election has to be followed 
by conversion.  

obeyed your word 

Faith in salvation is often called “the obedience of faith” (Rom 1:5, 16:26). The NT often considered 
saving faith to be obedience. It is obedience to the call to repentance; obedience to the call of 
Christ.   

Verse 7  Now they know that everything you have given me comes from you. 

The truth that the disciples had learned they came to realise that it originated from God. The truth 
was God-inspired.  

Verse 8  For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them. They knew with 
certainty that I came from you, and they believed that you sent me. 

Here are the stages of saving faith. How does faith work? What is it in practice? 

A]  The truth about Christ is “accepted” with the mind, the intellect. The truth is recognised, 
analysed by the mind, considered and thought about in the  brain.  

For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them.  

B] The truth about Christ is full known. It turns into conviction. The truth of the Gospel speaks to 
the mind in terms of inner conviction, assurance that this genuine. There comes a conviction of sin; 
a conviction that Christ is needed. 

They knew with certainty that I came from you,  
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C] The truth of Christ is then believed on in the heart. Action is taken. Christ is personally received. 
A decision is now made on the basis of the truth. It passes from the mind to the heart and the will.  

and they believed that you sent me. 

Notice the three words used to express how the disciples responded to Jesus' teaching - 
“accepted…knew…believed". Perhaps the three-fold stage that leads to conversion.  

Verse 9   I pray for them. I am not praying for the world, but for those you have given me, for they 
are yours. 

I pray for them. 

The intercessory prayer life of Christ is important for our encouragement. Even now Jesus is 
before the Father praying for His people. My translation would read, "I continue to pray concerning 
them". His work of intercession is continuing even to this day. 

I am not praying for the world,  

Why does Jesus add this negative? He is telling the Father about those for whom He is not 
praying. This is said to show the focus of Jesus’ attention. He is thinking and praying only for His 
disciples (and for us). 

However, later we read that Jesus wants the world to know about Him through the unity of God’s 
people (vs 23) which is an evangelistic emphasis. But here it is the disciples that Jesus is most 
concerned about. 

but for those you have given me, for they are yours. 

Why is Jesus praying for these disciples? It is because they are the precious possession of the 
Father. Jesus has given them the Father's words in His teaching, now He has the duty to pray for 
them. These men are important to God the Father so they are important to the Son. 

Notice the present tense; not “were yours” (6), but they “are yours” (9) meaning that they continue 
and will always be “yours”.  

Verse 10   All I have is yours, and all you have is mine. And glory has come to me through them. 

All I have is yours, and all you have is mine.  
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The nature of the equality He has with the Father. Jesus is the God/Man. Whatever Yahweh has 
and is, so the Son has and is. Jesus said, “I and the Father are one”  (John 10:30). 

And glory has come to me through them. 

The most glory that Jesus will obtain will be through the people of God, the redeemed, the elect, 
the Church. Here is Paul speaking, "... to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus" Eph 3:21. 

Applications and Observations 

1.   Christian People are the object of Jesus’ Prayer: John 17 

 I am praying for them (9) 

         We need to take note of the prayer life of Jesus and in particular His intercession for the 
people of God. In Heb 7:25 we read that Jesus “…he always lives to make intercession" for us. 
This means that in heaven there is a prayer meeting where Jesus makes prayers on our behalf. 
We call this the High Priestly work of Christ. Just like the Priest in the OT, Jesus represents us to 
the Father. This is a work that is still going on. Whilst Jesus has finished His earthly work of 
Redemption, He has not yet completed His work of intercession. 

Within both of these passages of scripture it appears that Christ's intercessory prayer life is an 
integral part of His Redemptive work. In Rom 8:34 Paul places Jesus' intercession alongside of the 
death and resurrection, “Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died--more than that, 
who was raised--who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us”. Paul seems to 
suggest that the prayer life of Jesus in heaven is as important as the work He accomplished in His 
life, death and resurrection.  

It is this intercessory work of Christ in glory that constitutes an important part of our personal 
salvation. The writer to the Hebrews puts it this way, “Consequently, he is able to save to the 
uttermost those who draw near to God through him, since he always lives to make intercession for 
them” (Heb 7:25). Notice the words,“Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those who 
draw near to God through him…”. He prayed for our conversion. There may have been many 
others praying for our salvation, but it was His prayer that were the most significant. “He is able to 
save….because He …makes intercession”. Not only is the death of Christ essential for our 
salvation, but also His intercessory work.  

It is this intercessory work of Christ that gives Christians assurance of salvation. In particular the 
intercessory work of Christ is our assurance that we will not fail. We can recall the time when Jesus 
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for told Peter’s failure when he would deny Jesus three times. Jesus then said these comforting 
words, "Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you, that he might sift you like wheat, 
 but I have prayed for you that your faith may not fail” (Luke 22:31-32). This is our assurance. 

This must be of particular comfort and encouragement to us to know that Jesus constantly prays 
for us before the Father. There are times when we feel unable to pray, or we find ourselves in 
difficult situations, so it is helpful to know that in all these times Jesus prays for us. Heb 7:25 uses 
the words “He always lives to make intercession for us”. This prayer life of Jesus is constant, never 
failing, and will not cease until we are all in glory.  

If we are to be asked what is Jesus' intercessory work like, we may refer to this chapter 17 of             
John's Gospel. This is how Jesus prayed and perhaps it is also a reflection on how He prays for us 
now.  

2.  Christian People must learn and obey Jesus teaching  

 "I have manifested your name to the people whom you gave me out of the world. ….. and they 
have kept your word (6). …..I have given them the words that you gave me” ( 8). 

 Whilst the death and resurrection of Christ is the main purpose of His coming, Jesus always laid 
stress upon His teaching. In verses 6, 8 Jesus tells His Father that he has faithfully taught the 
disciples; "they have kept your word.....I have given them the words that you gave me......" 

In the Gospels Jesus was always known as a "teacher". Repeatedly people called Him the 
"teacher" (Matt 8:19); a title occurring seven times in Matthew and eight times in John. Teaching 
and preaching were His daily tasks. On one occasion He said, "Let us go somewhere else--to the 
nearby villages--so that I can preach there also. That is why I have come. So he travelled 
throughout Galilee, preaching in their synagogues" (Mark 1:38-39). As a summary Mark writes,  
"Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God. "The time has come," he said. "The 
kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news!" (Mark 1:15). 

Although Jesus gave much teaching, there was much more that He said He had to give (Jn 
16:12-14). In the Gospels we have only a limited amount of Jesus’ teaching. However, in the 
epistles we have much more. This passage in John 16 is a bridge connecting the Gospel teaching 
with  the later Epistles.  

Never think that the Epistles comprise merely the teachings of Paul , Peter, John etc, but the 
Gospel show  the pure teaching of Jesus. This is incorrect thinking. Jesus promised His disciples 
that He had much more to give them. Where and when did Jesus give this teaching? It has to be in 
the Epistles.  
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When Paul wrote to the Galatians he made an important statement about his teaching, “For I would 
have you know, brothers, that the gospel that was preached by me is not man's gospel. For I did 
not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus 
Christ” (Gal 1:11-12). The Epistles, therefore, are a continuation of the teaching of Jesus.  

Paul was essentially a teacher / evangelist. Writing to Timothy he stressed his teaching role; “For 
this I was appointed a preacher and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of 
the Gentiles in faith and truth” (1 Tim 2:7). 

Paul also pointed out to Timothy, “All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, 
for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be 
competent, equipped for every good work” (2 Tim 3:16). 

We must never disparage teaching. Indeed, this is what the Bible is for; this is why God has given 
it to us. There are those who say that we do not need to know our Bibles or give much attention to 
teaching doctrine. But that is a travesty. How can we say we want to love God with all of our hearts 
but cannot be bothered to read about Him, learn about Him and find how He acts on our behalf in 
the way of salvation?  

It is like meeting someone for coffee one day and say "I do not want to know anything about you - 
where you live; whether you are married; or if you have children; and what are your hobbies; 
whether you are working if so what is your job....But I still want to be your friend". What nonsense 
is that! Such a person would turn away from you that instant feeling insulted. So is God insulted 
when we turn our backs on His word and refuse to learn. 

Let us become like Jesus’ disciples so that it will be said of us, “they have kept your word”. And 
that the “word” is something we gladly receive when Jesus says to us, “I have given them the 
words you gave to me”.  

3. Christian People are God’s special People (“yours they were…for they are yours” vs 6, 9) 

The disciples, and all Christian people, originally belonged to God and were subsequently given to 
Christ; "They were yours; you gave them to me", vs 6, and then in vs 9 "those whom you have 
given me, for they are yours" . This concept appeared in verse 2  "all whom you have given him", 
and will occur again in verses 6, 9, 24. The difference between verses 2 and 6 along with 9 is that 
in the latter two we have the additional  words, "They were yours....for they are yours". 
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Strangely as it seems, we actually belonged to God long before we came to know God through our 
conversion. Whilst we were still dead in our sins we were  the possession of God. By virtue of our 
election from before the foundation of the world, we were the property of God. 

 Then in time we became the property of Christ. We were handed over from the Father to the Son. 
Notice how there is no indication of us having done anything to warrant this  transfer. There was a 
transaction between the Father and the Son; a transaction in which we did not play any part,  but a 
transaction of which we were the objects. It was all about us.  

We are important to God  because we are His property. We belonged to Him from before creation 
and since our conversion we continue to belong to Him. When you think of what it means to be a 
Christian, do not stop merely at the point of saying that God is your God. Put it another way and 
say that you are God’s property. 

Paul's makes reference to this in Eph 1:18 is a continuation of this concept. He describes the 
Ephesian Christians as " his glorious inheritance in the saints". The Greek can read like this also, 
"to glory of his inheritance among / in the saints". An inheritance is something that comes to a 
person as their rightful possession. The saints are God's rightful possession. We were His before 
the world began and we are now His through being rescued by the death and resurrection of His 
Son.  

The writer to the Hebrews teaches the same truth. This is what it says, "Behold, I and the children 
God has given me.” (Heb 2:13). It is a quote from Isaiah 8:18 where the reference is really about 
Isaiah the prophet, but the Hebrew writer wants to use these words to refer to Jesus and the 
people whom God  the Father has given to Him. It is the same teaching. We originally belonged to 
the Father and then He gave them to the Son.   

When writing to Titus Paul says the same thing but this time his words are more meaningful. He 
writes "to purify for himself a people that are his very own" Titus 2:14. The language is taken from 
Exodus 19:5 where the words "my treasured possession above all people" occur. The people of 
God are the most treasured possessions that God owns. We are adopted into His family and 
become "brothers" to the Lord Jesus Christ, children of God.  

Here is one of our major problems. We simply do not realise how important we are to God. We 
may speak rightly about how important God is to us as the One who has saved us through Christ 
and the work of the Spirit, but there is another side to our relationship with God. We call God 
“Father” and enjoy that meaningful relationship we have been given, but there is even more. All this 
is good and proper, but it is not the full picture. 
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It is necessary for us to become objective in our thinking and begin to look beyond ourselves, and 
see it from God’s point of view. We are God’s very own precious possession. Like a treasure, 
something really important, of significant value. This is what we are to God.  

Jesus  gave a hint of this when in the Sermon on the Mount when He made a contrast between the 
people of God and the birds of the air. He stated that God cares for the birds and feeds them, but 
then he added, “Are you not more valuable than they?” (Matt 6:26). We are apt to miss the 
significance of what Jesus has said. We are of particular value to God. The Greek word means “to 
be superior; to be worth more; to be different”. Yes, God cares about His creation, but Christian 
people are of much more value, and are of greater significance to God than the creation. This must 
be true because we belonged to Him from before creation; He created us in His image, and then 
He paid the price for our redemption through the death and resurrection of His own son. These 
three reasons make us very significant to God.  

Let us remember this truth at all time, especially when life becomes so distressing to us. You are of 
most  value to God; you are precious to God; you are His treasured possession.  

Look at it from another point of view. It was no part of the work of Christ to make us become the 
people of God. We were originally the people of God before creation, before Jesus was born at 
Bethlehem, before He died on the cross. It was no part of the work of Christ to secure for us the 
love of God. God loved us before the foundation the world; we were predestined in His love (Eph 
1:4-5). We must never fall into the  trap of thinking that in His death Jesus won over the love of 
God for us. There is such a teaching that dangerously portrays God as vengeful and full of anger, 
and so He has to be bribed, or cajoled into loving us; and this is what Jesus does on our behalf. 
Jesus makes God come to love us.  

It was because God loved us that He sent His Son into the world. He said, as it were to the Son, 
“Go into the world and become the substitute for my people, they are fallen  and in sin, so pay the 
wages for their sin so that they can come to me cleansed and justified; make them fit for me to 
enjoy”. It was the Father who, through love for us, suffered the separation from His Son and 
endured seeing His beloved Son crucified on our behalf. This is love.  

This is a very strange, and yet amazing teaching. But it is written for our comfort and learning. 
When we become weary with the world and the burdens of life, instead of wondering whether or 
not God loves us because of life’s experiences, we must look back at this teaching and realise he 
depth of His love. It began in eternity and has never stopped.  

It is all about the love of God existing from eternity and then going on into eternity. This is how Paul 
puts it in Rom 8:30 “And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he 
also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified”. God began the work in eternity before 
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creation when we were predestined, carried it through the stages of calling and justification with the 
aim of bringing it all to completion in eternity.  

It is the same truth taught in Phil 1:6 “And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you 
will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ”. When did God begin the “good work”? It was 
in eternity before  the creation of the world. Consequently, He will complete the work in the “day of 
Jesus Christ”, namely at the Second Coming when we are glorified and take our place in the New 
Heavens and the New Earth. 

Richard Lee January 2017 
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