
Sermons in Romans 8 

(11)  “That inseparable love”  (2) Rom 8:38-39 

  “For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the 
present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord”. 

Introduction 

1. Within these words Paul reaches his climax. No Christian can be separated from this love 
of God in Christ Jesus. The strength and certainty of salvation is not from us, but from 
Him. We continue as Christians, not because we are strong, powerful and spiritually tough  
individuals. Rather, it is because of the nature of His love that nothing in earth or heaven 
can sever.  

2. The previous section (verses 36-37) focused on the impossibility of earthly powers to 
separate a Christian from the love of Christ. That, however, leaves other objections to be 
made against the security of salvation which might relate to spiritual powers. So, in verses 
38-39 Paul demonstrates how even spiritual forces are unable to divorce a Christian from 
salvation.  

3. Paul’s use of the phrase  “For I am convinced…” in the Greek means, “I am sure, 
convinced, absolutely certain”. The Greek word is in a perfect passive meaning that “he 
has been convinced, and this conviction has continued unabated”. It is also a passive 
verb, meaning that something or someone has caused him to reach this conclusion. What 
is it that has led him to arrive at this conviction? It must be everything that he has already 
stated in the preceding verses. His own arguments and reasoning in relation to the nature 
of this salvation that “God has done” (vs 3) has persuaded him of this truth. It is the 
doctrine of justification in Christ. Given the nature of this salvation with its Divine author, 
given the perfection of the sacrifice of Christ who “condemned sin”, given the power of the 
indwelling Spirit, Paul is satisfied that no Christian can ever lose his or her salvation.  

4. This for Paul is not an opinion, but a deep seated immovable conviction. The scripture is 
not in the habit of making suggestions, or passing opinions. It is there to state the truth. 
This inseparable love of God is an assured fact. Of this there is no shadow of doubt; this 
is no passing whim. 
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5. Although the NT does not present the Trinity in terms of the Nicene creed, its writers 
understood, accepted and wrote in trinitarian terms quite freely. In this case there is no 
difference between the “love of Christ” in vs 34 and the “love of God” found in verse 39. 
This way of stating the unity between the Father and the Son pervades the NT. Similarly, 
we have noted in vs 9 how Paul can speak of “the Spirit of God” and “the Spirit of Christ”. 
The unity of the whole Godhead was common nature to Paul. 

6. In these verses Paul lists a number of potential spiritual powers that might be considered 
able to separate a Christian from the love of God. These, Paul, denounces, as he did all 
earthly powers. Within this list Paul sets them out in pairs. 

1. Powers which are closest to us cannot separate us: “death nor life” vs 38 

1:1 The Christians of the NT lived constantly in the arena of death. Death was all around 
them. Crucifixions would be a common sight. Sometimes there would be crucifixions along 
the roads in their hundreds. People around them were dying of famine, disease and 
murder and Roman execution. But the message of Christianity was that it had the answer 
to death. Jesus came into the world to address man’s final enemy, the grave. Writing to 
the Corinthians he would boldly say, “death, where is your victory? Death, where is your 
sting?” (1 Cor 15:55). Even death could not rob a Christian of the love of God. 

1:2 But whey does Paul then add “life”? And why is this second and not first? This side of the 
grave we have no answer for death as we have not yet experienced it. Life, on the other 
hand, is our daily experience. Can anything in life itself take the saving love of God away 
from us?  The answer is a resounding “No!”. The very substance of life with all of its trials, 
struggles and difficulties cannot and will not remove the love of God from us.  

1:3 The nature of life for the average NT Christian under the domination of the Roman Empire 
of the first century, is fully explained in very 35, “….tribulation, distress, persecution, 
famine, nakedness, danger, sword”.  That is what life was like. 

1:4 So, what Paul has here in these two words, “death..life” is a comprehensive statement 
that nothing can separate us from the love of God.  There is nothing other than “death” 
and “life”; this is all there is to our earthly existence. These two words should be sufficient 
and Paul really does not need to progress any further. However, it is important for Paul to 
cover every detail lest anyone should raise yet another objection to the conviction he 
holds that salvation is permanent., 
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2. Heavenly powers cannot separate us: “angels nor rulers (nor powers)” (38) 

2:1 It might be surprising to find “angels” in Paul’s list as potential powers to disrupt our 
salvation. Angels are usually considered to be “good angels”, but in some cases angels 
were the objects of false worship, “Do not let anyone who delights in false humility and the 
worship of angels disqualify you” (Col 2:18). These may not be “good” angels. Paul 
warned the Galatians that they might hear a “different” Gospel from “an angel from 
heaven” (Gal 1:8) which they were not to receive.  

2:2 Then we are warned that the devil himself can change into “an angel of light” (2 Cor 
11:14). Here we are thinking of evil and powerful angels that can do much harm. Satan is 
our arch enemy who, one moment can be like a lion to kill, and then in the next transform 
himself into an angel of light in order to deceive. But, even these angelic powers would not 
be able to effect a separation from the saving love of God.  

2:3 Paul then adds, “nor rulers”. The Greek word describes any other-worldly powers or 
forces; or heavenly powers. Strictly speaking the Greek  means “leaders, rulers,”, those in 
authority. The context suggests spiritual rulers. The same word is used in Eph 6:12 “For 
our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, 
against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the 
heavenly places”. 

2:4 This must include Satan and his hosts of wickedness ; his demon emissaries. The word 
translated “rulers” is rendered as “demons” in the NIV.  

2:5 This means that no evil spirit-powers can sever us from the love of God in Christ Jesus 
our Saviour. Within the context of the spiritual warfare outlined in Ephesians 6 the 
Christian may be confident that however powerful are these forces they cannot separate 
him from his Saviour. Satan is the next powerful force to God Himself.  

2:6 The AV and NKJ text adds “nor powers” to “angels and rulers”, where as other translations 
place “powers” at the end of the text. It is all a matter of manuscripts. It is probably better 
placed where the Received Text puts the word rather than at the end of the verse. 
“Powers” fits in well with “angels and rulers”. 

2:7 This word might represent evil powers in the form of “spells and miracles”, or the powers 
of magicians. In NT days many people set themselves up to be exorcists, claiming to have 
powers over demons. They were a feared people who could work both good or bad 
magic. But Paul assures the Christian that such people with their powers can have no 
influence or hold over God’s elect. They are safe from such influences. So, Paul wants his 
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readers to know that there are no so-called powerful magicians that can take away the 
saving love of God. 

3. Time itself cannot separate us:  “…things present nor things to come”  (38) 

3:1 Time is powerless against believers. Nothing, absolutely nothing in this present age can 
interfere with the love of God for His people. Present or future circumstances - whether 
favourable or unfavourable - cannot cut us off from God’s love.  

3:2 The “present” comes first because this represents our current circumstances. We live in 
the “present”. We might think that there are many “things present” that could sever us 
from our salvation in Christ. Powerful demonic forces wage war against us. It is within the 
present that we are fighting against Satan and his demons.  

3:3 But Paul is adamant that nothing within this “present” life time can cut us off from our 
salvation in Christ. There is no spiritual power within the present that can ruin us. 

3:4 Today we are safe; but what about tomorrow? Will be remain safe into the future? The 
answer is “Yes”, we will remain safe into the future because even “things to come” cannot 
remove our salvation from us. Just like us, NT people were concerned about the future - 
“things about to come”. What would the future bring? God may love us and our salvation 
may be secure for the present, but what of the future? We may lose the love of God? God 
may sever us from His love? The future may bring such terrible disasters that we could 
lose our salvation. Paul’s words convince us all that whatever time may bring, the love of 
God will triumph. Age will not alter our position in Christ.  

4. Nothing in the whole universe can separate us: “…..nor height nor depth” (39) 

4:1 These terms were often used in astrology. The Greek word ὕψωµα (hupsoma) was a 
technical term in astronomy depicting the space above the horizon. The same word 
occurs in 2 Cor 10:5 “every high thing that exalts self against the knowledge of God”. The 
Greek word for “height” ὕψωµα (hupsoma) was found to refer to a horoscope in 138 AD. 
Perhaps in modern thought Paul is saying, “nothing that is supposed to be written in the 
stars can separate us from the love of God”.  

4:2 People were afraid, confused and perplexed with the unseen in first century as they are 
today. Lives governed and controlled by the stars and other kinds of wizardry were firmly 
believed. Christians must recognise themselves to be free from such belief systems, 
knowing that nothing in the stars can affect their salvation. There are not unseen powers 
that can deprive them of their salvation. 
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4:3 The word for “depth” may also have a kind of astrological significance such as “the world 
below”. It may also mean the celestial space below the horizon from which the stars arise. 

4:4 Keeping within the context, both of these verses (38,39) refer to unseen evil spirit forces 
that are set against the Christian. The fear of demons and unseen powers was very 
prevalent in the NT days. Christians both in NT times and our present time need to know 
that none of these forces - false and true - can deprive us of our salvation.  

5. Nothing, absolutely nothing in all of creation can separate us: “nor anything else in 
all creation…” 

5:1 Just in case Paul has left something out of his list (vs 38-39) he adds “anything else”, or 
“any other different things”. It is a broad sweeping generalisation meant to include 
anything he has not covered. His reference to “creation” establishes the point that nothing 
physical or spiritual can ruin our salvation. Obviously, this must also include ourselves. We 
also cannot make a separation from the saving love of God in Christ. This is a love that 
will never let us go. 

5:2 This verse constitutes Paul’s final conclusion. It was necessary for him to itemise each of 
the potential elements that Christians might think could rob them of their salvation. His 
point is that there is absolutely nothing in the whole of “creation” - visible and invisible - 
that could separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.  

5:3 When Paul used the words, “be able” he uses a word that means “powerfully able” 
δυνήσεται (dunesetai). He does not say, “will separate us”, but “will be able to separate 
us”.  He is talking about power; powerful forces seen and unseen. There is no power that 
is stronger than the power of God which keep us safe in Christ.  

5:4       “…..to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord”. Paul uses a 
very strong word “separate”. The Greek means, “to separate, part, sever, divide one thing 
from another, isolate, cause a departure, divorce”. The thought behind this word is that of 
tearing us away from the love of God; wrenching us apart from God.  

5:5 The purpose of this chapter is to provide Christians with a conviction that their salvation is 
secure in Christ.  From verse 1 “there is now no condemnation” Paul has sought to 
demonstrate the strength of what God has done in Christ for us who are predestined, 
called, justified and glorified. First he was able to give us the doctrine, and then in these 
closing verses he has put down every possible objection that could be raised against the 
absolute assurance of our salvation.  
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Conclusion 

1. Romans has always be herald as Paul’s masterpiece. It presents a powerful theological 
assertion of salvation. Yet, in chapter 8 it seems as if Paul surpassed even himself as he 
writes, argues and persuades us of the perfection of God’s way of salvation in Christ. His 
arguments are clear; he presents his material persuasively; he is very convincing. If ever 
we wanted a demonstration of the inspiration of scripture, it is found within this 8th chapter 
of Romans. 

2. Why then did God in His wisdom decree that this chapter should be written? Certainly, the 
letter was not written to us - we are not the Roman Christians - but it was written for us. It 
was written for our comfort, joy and peace so that we also might know convincingly that 
our salvation is secure.  

3. What is so important in this chapter is that there is not one single imperative to be found. 
All of Paul’s teaching here consists of indicatives. He is not telling us to do anything of 
ourselves to secure our salvation. He is merely calling us to consider in detail the work of 
God. For this reason I like the opening words of verse 3 “God has done…..”. It is what 
God has done that matters most. We must stop looking so closely at ourselves - our faith, 
our sanctification, our spiritual strength etc. We must learn to look away to what “God has 
done”. 

4. As we admire the teaching of Paul found in this chapter, let us then move on to admire the 
wisdom, activity and love of God. Notice how the chapter beings with Jesus, “There is 
therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus” (vs 1), and then ends 
with Jesus, “…the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord” (vs 39). Salvation is all of God in 
Christ Jesus.  

Richard Lee.  March 2015
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