
Studies in the Doctrine of God 
 

Behold your God 
 

General Introduction 
 

1. What do you think are the most important four words in the bible? Some 

might say, “being justified by faith” (Rom 5:1), and they would be right. But I 

consider the most important words to be the opening words of Genesis 1:1  

“In the beginning God”. The centre of all things is God. He is the Creator and 

the One who sustains all things. The text does not say, “in the beginning 

man”; or, “In the beginning the Church”. Yet, to hear some people talk, you 

would think that humankind is the most important part of the universe; as if 

everything centred on man. I suggest we must stop putting man/woman at the 

centre, and replace them with God. We need to become God-centred. 

 

2. It is stated that the study of God is the greatest science and the highest 

philosophy that can engage the mind of man. There is nothing that can bless 

the soul of a person than the surveying of the nature and being of God. 

Nothing brings so much comfort; or challenges the heart; or stimulated the 

mind. It is a subject that is so vast it is really beyond our ability to 

comprehend; it is so deep, broad, high and wide, that is too much for us to 

fully grasp. Yet, study and learn about the nature of God must be the ambition 

of every child of God.  

 

3. “Thus says the LORD: "Let not the wise man boast in his wisdom, let not the 

mighty man boast in his might, let not the rich man boast in his riches, but let 

him who boasts boast in this, that he understands and knows me, that I am 

the LORD who practices steadfast love, justice, and righteousness in the 

earth. For in these things I delight, declares the LORD." (Jer 9:23-24). If you 

know very little about life, about science, geography, philosophy and 

humanity, ensure that you know a lot about God. Become a real “theologian”. 

What is a “theologian”? A person who studies God and learns about God. If 

you are a Christian you will want to be a theologian.  

 

 

4. The words that form the basis of what I want to deliver in these lectures is 

found in the words of Isaiah 40:9 “Behold Your God”.  I want us to think much 
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about God; learn much about Him; begin to understand the way God acts; let 

our minds be captivated by Him.  

 

5. Idolatry. I doubt that any of us have idols trucked away in the corners of our 

homes where we regularly prostrate ourselves in worship. It would be a 

surprise if anyone had an idol carved in wood or stone surrounded with 

candles etc. Yet, it is possible for us to have in our minds a form of spiritual 

idolatry whereby we have created a God of our own making. Instead of 

accepting the God of the bible, we conceive of God much differently; we 

make God according to the kind of God we would like Him to be. We want a 

God who is easy-going; tolerant of our sins and failings; who will always turn 

a blind eye to our mistakes; who is there to answer all our prayers and give to 

us what we ask.  

 

6. I was once in a bible study teaching one of the several unsavoury subjects 

found in the bible, such as hell and the judgements of God. Suddenly, 

someone arose and said, “I do not agree; my God would not do that”. My 

reply was to say, “Yes, you are right; your God, the God who have formed in 

your own mind would never do that; but the God of the bible, who is quite 

different, would”.  

 

7. What we want to ask is this; “Will the true and real God please stand up and 

come forward”. We want to see the real God; the God who is truly there; not a 

God of our own making. An unknown God can neither be trusted, served nor 

worshipped. Make sure that the God whom you trust is the real God; the God 

who is really there, and not a God of your own imagination.  

 

8. This is a dangerous question to ask. Because what you see you may not like. 

There are aspects of God that you will find are not always nice. “Is God 

Nice?” I ask. The answer to that of course depends entirely on what you 

mean by “nice”. I think people want a nice God; a God who is charming; 

sweet; soft. A God who is more like a teddy-bear; someone to cuddle up to 

when feeling insecure, like a child with a soft toy. But that is not the God of 

the Bible. The God of the Bible is not always nice; He does not always do 

nice things or say nice things. This is why so many people reject Him in 

favour of a God of their own making. They prefer, “My God”, who is always 

nice.  
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9. But, I hear someone objecting to this theme. I hear a person saying, “Richard, 

I came on this camp hoping to hear something comfortable. I have a lot of 

emotional baggage and I want some consolation for my fears. I don’t want all 

this theology and doctrine”. And then a second person I hear is saying, 

“Richard I am grappling with persecution and opposition as a Christian. I 

thought on this camp I might learn how to cope with the pressure of 

persecution and how to defend myself. Why do I need to learn about God?” I 

also hear a third person saying, “Richard I have been struggling with sin and 

holiness, surely some teaching on the Christian life of godliness would be 

helpful. What has this teaching on the doctrine of God got to do with my 

problems?” And then finally, another person says, “Richard, I have come on 

this camp for a holiday. Surely, there is no need for me to have to exercise 

my mind around this doctrine of God? Can’t we just have something easy-

going and simple? Why do I need to know so much about God?”.  

 

10. Comfort! Would you like consolation; support; encouragement to persevere? 

This is fine; yes, we all need spiritual reassurance and encouragement. But 

where is the best place to find it? Come to Isaiah 40:1 where the prophet is 

speaking to a troubled, forlorn, depressed and disappointed exiled people. 

Israel found itself in Babylon, having lost their homes, lands, possessions and 

independence as a nation. They had been invaded and were now the 

servants of their Babylonian masters. They were in need of comfort. So, the 

prophet begins, “Comfort, comfort my people….”. But how does he do this? 

How does he comfort the people? He does so by his rallying call, “Behold 

your God” (vs 9). He then proceeds to off-load onto the people great chunks 

of doctrine; teaching and theology about God (vs 10ff).  

 

11. He or she who would think deeply about God is likely to have a broader 

understand of experience than a person who has little knowledge about God. 

Thinking about God is the way to comfort and encouragement. C.H. 

Spurgeon, a great preacher in London in the 19th century said this, “Would 

you lose your sorrows? Would you drown your cares? Then go, plunge 

yourself in the Godhead’s deepest sea; become lost in His immensity; and 

you will come away rested, refreshed and invigorated. I know nothing which 

can so comfort the soul; so calm the waves of sorrow and grief; so speak 
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peace to the winds of trial, as a dedicated study and meditation  on the 

subject of God Himself”.  

 

12. The best way to get this comfort is to look away from our problems and to 

look at the God of our salvation. Stop our self-pity parties; put an end to 

morbid introspection, and become objective in our thinking. Look at Him. 

Consider the greatness of the God to whom you belong. Search Him out; find 

out what He is capable of; learn of the Him and the way He acts.  

 

13. Under pressure of persecution and opposition through being a Christian? 

Fearful that you might be tempted to quit? Come to Daniel 11:32 “The people 

who do know their God will be strong and take action”. The background to this 

is the Greco persecution lead by Aniochus Epiphanese, the king of Greece 

who sought to destroy the whole of Judaism and replace it with the Greek 

religion. The persecution was fierce and terrifying. People lost property, family 

and their lives also. The temptation was to quit and join the Greek religion. 

But, Daniel says, it is the people who do know their God who will be the 

strongest and withstand persecution and opposition. This is the antidote. 

Know your God.   

 

11.  Struggling with the problem of sin; temptation and holiness? Want some help 

to motivate you to godliness? Well, you will find it here in this subject and in 

this teaching. Listen to Paul speaking to Titus, “A knowledge of the truth that 

leads to godliness…” (Titus 1:1). Whilst exhortations and challenges from 

scripture are helpful, it is motivation that we need to drive us to purity. I 

suggest that an understanding of God in all of His glory is what provides one 

of the greatest incentives and compelling reasons for godliness. As you 

consider who God is and what He has done for you, you will feel ashamed in 

your sin; you will feel a pressure to be holy, a motivation to press on with 

good works and sanctification.  

 

14. Do I really need to know all of this teaching about God? Let me ask you a 

question. Are you a Christian? Are you in the Kingdom of God? If the answer 

is yes, then you will know of two important passages of scripture/ The first is 

Matt 6:33 “Seek first the Kingdom of God”. Notice the word “seek”. Make your 

priority God! Then come to John 17:3 “This is eternal life that they might know 

you”. When we were born again we were brought into a new life; eternal life 
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does not begin after death, it begins now. It is characterised by this “knowing 

God”. As a people of God we are in pursuit of Him. A.W. Tozer wrote a book, 

“The Pursuit of God”.  

 

13.  I am aware that people will say that there is a difference between knowing 

about God and knowing God. But in reality we cannot know a person until we 

know about him or her. When you meet someone for the first time you ask 

questions and exchange information about yourself with the other person. As 

you learn about that person so you begin to know something of their 

character abd personality. So it is with God. The more we learn about Him the 

more we learn of Him; the more information we gather, the more we know 

Him as a personal God.  

 

14. I am also aware that one of the essential emphases today is worship. 

Different forms of worship are being advocated, tried, and sometimes 

adopted. Attempts are made to encourage the Church people to worship with 

enthusiasm and to make worship alive, interesting and meaningful. Our 

trouble is that much of our communal worship is mechanical; emotionless and 

formal. What can stimulate us to worship and encourage us to become more 

experimental in our worship? 

 

15. I suggest that we will never find worship meaningful until we have gained a 

deep impression of the One we are worshipping. We need to know God! He 

has to become real to us. It is when we penetrate the depths of scripture and 

unearth its splendid teaching on the nature, being and character of God that 

worship becomes alive. I believe that our study this week will drive us to 

worship. If it does not do that then I think we have not really understood this 

teaching.  

 

16. There is a danger with our subject. It is possible that our study of God can 

become merely a desire to gain knowledge without any practical application 

to our own lives. Knowledge for knowledge sake is not good enough. We 

must have a higher and greater reason for our study. 

 

17. In the 17th century in Westminster London, a conference of ministers met 

together and formed the “Westminster Catechism”. It consisted in a list of 

questions and answers concerning Christian doctrines. The first question 
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went like this, “What is the chief and highest end of man?” Then came the 

answer, “Man’s chief and highest end is to glorify God, and fully to enjoy him 

for ever”. The last part of that answer is very important for it shows us that 

although we are meant to worship God, we are also meant to “enjoy God”. 

Our study must lead to this end. We want to be able to say that we actually 

“enjoy God”. Hence, our learning about God must lead us to knowing God 

personally. Why? Because Christianity is relational. That means that being a 

Christian is all about having a close relationship with God. We learn about 

Him so that we might know Him in our experience.  

 

18. But, how is this achieved? How do we come to “enjoy God”? It is achieved 

partly through meditation. Sadly, this is an exercise that is being lost. 

Meditation is the activity of the mind in which we dwell on God; think about 

God; consider God in all aspects of our lives. God is not left to a Sunday 

worship or a summer camp. We are to ask ourselves questions about God; 

ponder what we know about God, and apply it to our various experiences; 

think about what we learn of God in the bible and then see how He is actively 

engaged in our private lives. Meditation includes speaking to oneself; arguing 

with oneself; reasoning oneself out of moods of doubt and unbelief into a 

clear apprehension of God’s power, goodness and grace.  

 

19. There are a number of words in every language which are common to us all. 

For example, “Amen” and “Hallelujah” are universal. May I also add my own 

word. My word is “Wow”. I want to suggest that when we have entered into 

our study we should find this word, “Wow”, beginning to form itself in our 

minds and hearts. I suggest that we should reach the position of being 

completely amazed, astounded and bewildered by the vastness, enormity and 

wonder of this glorious God. And, as we do so, we will be able to say – if we 

are Christian people – this great God is my God.  

 

20. During this week I invite you to “Behold your God”.  

 
 

Richard Lee.   11 July 2011 
 


