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Salvation Explained 

 

Lecture 1 

 

 

Personal salvation –  Our greatest need (Introducti on to Salvation) 

 

Introduction  

 

1. What is your highest priority in life? What do you consider to be the most 

important issue that you should be addressing in your life? What is more 

important to you than anything else? What is your chief priority? For some of 

you it might be to complete your schooling; obtain a degree at university; get 

a job in the career of their choice; get married; have children; remain healthy; 

or…..  

 

2. I suggest to you that nothing is more important than getting right with God; 

knowing that your sins are forgiven and that you are destined for heaven. It is 

so important that it makes everything else dim into insignificance. But why do 

I say that? Because eternity is a very long time. Life is short – but after that 

the Judgement. Making sure that we are right with God and that we will be 

accepted by Him must be our highest priority. Paul puts it like this in Romans 

5:1 “Being therefore justified by faith we have peace with God”. Peace with 

God; knowing that there is no more hostility between you and God; knowing 

that you are not an enemy of God; knowing that the Judgement has been 

taken away. 

 

3. Salvation, and how a person becomes a Christian is going to be the theme of 

our studies these next few days. Each study will be different, but I hope that it 

will help us understand something of how we get right with God.  

 

4. At home I have a PC – Personal Computer. I use it almost every day. I know 

how to use it and I have all kinds of software that perform various operations. 

But, I do not know much of what goes on inside the box. I know that there is a 

motherboard; four processors; graphics card; sound card; fan; transformer 

plus some wiring. But I do not really know what happens when I issue a 
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command through pressing the keyboard or clicking the mouse. 

 

5. When my son – who made the PC – needs to add something to the computer 

to make it function better, I get a quick look into the box. This week we are 

going to have a look inside the box relating to Salvation. We may know a little 

about how a person becomes a Christian, but perhaps we do not know the 

details. I think will be helpful if we could lift the lid a little and peer inside to 

see how it all works. The bible is full of all sorts of words, terms and names, 

but perhaps we do not know what each part plays in the process of salvation. 

So, this should be an informative session for us, but one that should have 

some effects upon us personally. For example, we might know something 

about being “born again”; or being “converted”; or being “justified”. But how 

does it all fit together? What does it all mean? 

 

6. I hope that we will learn much of the Bible’s teaching. But more than this, I 

hope and pray that some of you who know you are not yet Christians may 

experience the work of the Holy Spirit leading you to faith in Christ. Others of 

us who are Christians need to learn more so that we can express our worship 

and praise more meaningfully. If we want to thank God for our salvation we 

need to know what to thank Him for. Every Christian must be an evangelist. 

When we talk to people about the Gospel we need to know what to say; to 

answer questions; to explain how salvation works and what is expected from  

a person who is not a Christian. In some respects we all need to become 

theologians. We need to know some doctrine so that we can explain it to 

others.  

 

7. Before we proceed any further, we need to look at a word that is often used 

but sometimes not fully understood by Christians or non-Christians. It is a 

kind of evangelical Christian technical term that needs unpacking. The word is 

“Salvation”. In Greek use the term signifies a cure from illness; being 

delivered from danger; rescue; welfare. In reality, it means to be delivered 

from a dangerous situation and brought into a place of safety.  

 

8. The word “salvation” or being “saved” is used many times in the NT. “Call His 

name Jesus for He will save His people from their sins” (Matt 1:21); “…the 

Gospel of your salvation” (Eph 1:13); “the scriptures which are able to instruct 

you for salvation” (2 Tim 3:16).  
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9. I am of the opinion that the word “salvation” or “saved” should be replaced 

with a more meaningful term in this 21st century, such as “rescue”. I once saw 

a poster which said, “Jesus saves” and someone had scribbled underneath, 

“With the Bank”. But if we were to think in terms of a person being “rescued” it 

might have more meaning. Indeed, the NT does sometimes use this word. It 

is found in Colossians 1:13 He has delivered (Greek `rescued`) us from the 

domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son”; 

Matthew 6:13 “And lead us not into temptation, but deliver (Greek `rescue`) 

us from evil”. Matthew 27:43 He trusts in God; let God deliver (Greek 

`rescue`) him now, if he desires him. For he said, 'I am the Son of God.'" 

 

 

10. Salvation is a rescue project that God has engineered. He has brought into 

existence His Mission to rescue men, women and young people from a very 

dangerous position. Of what are people in danger? It is the Bible’s description 

of Hell. People are in grave danger of being brought to the Judgement and 

sent into Hell from which there is no escape. Jesus died to rescue people 

from serious trouble. Salvation is a process of rescue. 

 

 

1. What is this Rescue mission all about? 

 

1:1 So, a person gets saved – is rescued. Or you may use the phrase, “becomes 

a Christian”. What do you think has actually happened? Well, you could say, 

“He/she accepted Christ into his/her heart”. Fine; but did you know that such 

a phrase in terms of becoming a Christian does not appear in the Bible? We 

may have to ask ourselves whether such phrases are all that helpful for when 

you begin to analyse it more questions are raised than answered. How does 

Jesus get into the “heart”? What is the “heart”? What does this actually 

mean? Then you might say, “Their sins have been forgiven”. Yes, good. But 

this is only a small part of the picture. Or you may say that this person 

“prayed the sinners prayer”. Okay, but did you know that the “sinners prayer” 

as such is not found in the Bible. The nearest you can get to the “sinners 

prayer” is the prayer prayed by the Publican in Luke 18 when he said, “God 

be merciful to me a sinner”. This is something that one rarely hears on the lips 

of those seeking salvation. 
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1:2 A string of words, phrases, ideas and sentences are used to try to explain 

how a person becomes a Christian. We might speak about a person 

repenting; or coming to faith in Christ; or being born again; or being saved; 

justified; becoming a child of God. All these are correct NT expressions, but 

how exactly does it all fit together; how does it all work? Which comes first, 

repentance or faith? Does believing on Jesus lead to being born again? 

Where does justification come in? At what point is a person a child of God? 

What does “adoption” mean? Where does sanctification fit in? What about 

glorification, where does this come in and what will it mean? 

 

1:3 I suggest that we take the time to look into the box; find out how it all works 

and how it all fits together. When we do this what we discover in the first 

place is that there is a kind of process in becoming a Christian that every 

individual must go through. When we hear testimonies we hear of how people 

have come to be Christians all their stories are different – some came to 

Christ through hearing the Gospel preached; others through discussions with 

a friend; others through reading the bible or a tract. Yet, there is a door way 

that leads to life eternal and everyone has to pass through that door 

irrespective of how they actually approach that door. Jesus said, “Enter by the 

narrow gate. For the gate is narrow and the way is hard that leads to life….” 

(Matt 7:13-14). It is like going through a turn-style – it is narrow and can only 

be got through one at a time. Yet, people may approach the gate from 

different directions even though they all eventually go through the single 

gateway.  

 

1:4 What do I mean? There is a definite step by step process in becoming a 

Christian. It is called the “Order of Salvation”. There are some passages of 

the NT which give us this step-by-step process. There is a definite plan of 

application. When a person is “saved / rescued” it is not done through one 

single act. For example at least two passages in the NT detail some kind of 

ordered process of personal salvation.  

 

1:5 The first of these comes from Romans 8: “And those whom he predestined he 

also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he 

justified he also glorified”. We can see four separate states of personal 
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salvation in this passage. The first is “predestined”, this leads on to being 

“called”, then on to being “justified”, and then finally to being “glorified”.  

 

1:6 The second passage comes from Titus 3:5-7 which reads, “… he saved us, 

not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own 

mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom 

he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Saviour, so that being 

justified by his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal 

life”. In this section we are only given three stages of the process; 

“regeneration” (new birth), then this leads to “justification” and then finally to 

“the hope of eternal life”.  

 

1:7 The point is that both of these passages of scripture refer to a step-by-step 

process that leads to personal salvation. Although each particular step that 

we will look at is not giving to us completely in one single passage of 

scripture, nevertheless, each of these steps are found in scripture in general 

and we are able to form a simple view of the entire process.  

 

1:8 If we were to look at the entire process itself, observing the step-by-step 

progression of salvation, it would look like this:- 

 

 

1. New Birth: i.e. the implanted New Spiritual Life.  

2. God’s call: i.e., the Divine Calling 

3. Repentance before God: i.e.,  Personal Confession of sin 

4. Faith in Christ: i.e. accepting Christ Jesus as personal Saviour 

5. Justification: i.e., becoming Right with God 

6. Adoption: i.e., being made a part of the Family of God 

7. Sanctification: i.e., living the Christian Life 

8. Glorification: i.e., Heaven itself 

 

1:9 But, there is one more study that needs to come before any of this. We will 

need to look at the plight from which a person is saved. If we are going to use 

the term “salvation” or “rescue”, we need to know why men and women, 

young people and children need to be rescued or saved. What is the 

problem? 
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2. Finally,  Some Applications 

 

2:1 First, as we approach this detailed list and “peer into the box” to see how it all 

works, we need to focus on God and become impressed at the wonder and 

greatness of this our great salvation.  

 

2:2 The Bible says, “Salvation is of the Lord”  (Jonah 2:9) “Salvation belongs to 

the LORD!", (see also Rev 7:10). What it is saying is that if anyone is saved at 

all, it is because of the intervention of God on the soul. Similarly, Paul makes 

this statement,  “And because of him you are in Christ Jesus” (1 Cor 1:30). 

Another way of putting it is to say that salvation is all of grace.  

 

2:3 This wonderful process that goes from being dead in sin to final glorification – 

taking an over-view of the entire process – is from God. It is His package; His 

project to save sinners. Our first application, therefore, must be to admire the 

amazing handiwork of God.   

 

2:4 But that leads us to ask a question as we view this great salvation in wonder 

and astonishment. We are led to ask why? Why has God done all this? What 

made Him put together this vast plan and project of salvation that lifts people 

like you and me from sin and places us in His glory? Ultimately, we have no 

proper answer. You will rightly say, “it is becomes He loved us”. Yes, of 

course. But that still does not give us a complete answer. Why did He love 

us? Why did He bother to put into practice this very long work of salvation that 

included the birth, death, resurrection and ascension of Jesus, and then the 

personal application of all these stages in the process of personal salvation? 

We may never know. But we will not cease to be lost in wonder, love and 

praise.  

 

2:5 The second application is this. Let us all engage in a process of personal self-

examination and ask ourselves if we have been saved / rescued. There is 

always the danger that we may think we are saved, born again, justified, but 

in reality this might not be true.  

 

2:6 We might be thinking that Church and religion are sufficient. That so long as 

we are part of a group of worshipping people we should consider ourselves 
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saved. Yet, on examination might find that there is no evidence of being born-

again, no evidence of conversion through repentance and faith. If such a 

personal examination brings us to this conclusion then I suggest that the 

material we will hear should be taken personally and acted upon. If, on 

hearing these studies you are in doubt about your salvation, then make sure 

within this time that you are genuinely converted. 

 

2:7 Thirdly, I believe that these studies should equip us to be better evangelists. 

We are all called upon to witness to the Gospel amongst those of our family, 

friends and workmates. But, how can we tell people about a message of 

personal salvation that we do not ourselves understand? It is necessary that 

we become more fully educated to perform the task of evangelism and 

witnessing. We must know the truth if we are going to impart the truth.  

 

2:8 Jesus calls us to be His “Disciples”. A “disciple” is a learner; student; 

someone who is being taught. Whilst we may think that much of the NT was 

written with the aim of reaching the unsaved and leading them to Christ, it is 

also largely a teaching manual given to the Church to teach us to understand, 

value, appreciate and teach the Gospel. When you become a Christian you 

return to school! You become a learner.  

 

2:9 This is what Paul says in Ephesians 4: 11-12 when he spoke about God 

giving various leaders to the Church in the form of “apostles, prophets, 

evangelists, and pastors and teachers”. He said that these leaders are to 

“equip the saints for the work of ministry”. Many folk in Churches take the 

view that the ministry should be carried out by the pastor and leaders only. It 

is their job – they are paid to do this. But this is not what the bible says. They 

are there to instruct the Church so that they, having been equipped, “do the 

work of ministry”.  

 

2:10 Evangelism is carried out by the Church people in the places where they live, 

work and operate. These are places were the pastor and leaders cannot go. 

You can because you work in that office; attend that College; work in that 

home or street. So, you are the one to work in that area. You do the work of 

ministry in that place.  
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2:11 Think of yourself like this. You may say, “I am a teacher” in a school. Yes, but 

first you should consider yourself as a Christian thinly disguised as a teacher. 

As a student you are a Christian thinly disguised as a student. You are first a 

Christian and then thinly disguised as a cleaner, engineer, gardener….. 

 

2:12 Consequently, you need to be equipped if you are to evangelise. You need to 

know the Gospel. You need to understand how a person becomes a 

Christian; understand the process; grasp the biblical teaching on salvation. Be 

taught; learn; study and understand.  

 

 

Richard Lee.   July 2012 

 

 

 


