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Poland Summer Camp 2017 

Sermon / Studies in John 17 

1.  Encouraging the People of God: 1-5 

Introduction: 

Although we call this part of scripture, "The Gospel according to John", it is not strictly a Gospel 
like Matthew, Mark and Luke. John does not set out to write an historical account of Jesus, rather 
he writes a commentary on the "Good News" about Jesus, and his writing is evangelistic as he 
explains,, " these have been written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; 
and that believing you may have life in His name” (20:31). 

It is probable that John only covers about 20 days in the life of Jesus. These days are divided into 
the three weeks of Jesus' life. It is possible, when reading through John, to observe such phrases 
as, "the next day...three days later...the following day". An interesting and useful exercise is to read 
through John and mark out each of the days that the writer refers to.  

Chapter 17 is a record of a prayer Jesus presents to His Father just prior to His arrest and 
subsequence crucifixion. We notice a distinct difference between these words and the prayer 
Jesus made in the garden of Gethsemane as recorded in the synoptic Gospels. Where and when 
Jesus made this prayer we do not really know, except to say that it comes during the Upper Room 
discourses in chapters 13-16. This prayer was clearly not spoken in Gethsemane. It was uttered in 
the hearing of the disciples as John was able to report it in his Gospel. 

Another feature of this part of John’s writing is that it is so doctrinal and theological. It is of a 
completely different character to the rest of the narrative and teaching passages. It is not narrative; 
it is not exhortation; it is not symbolic. Whilst it is a Prayer it has so much to teach us about our 
salvation.  

The following is a suggested outline that these studies will follow:- 

1.    Encouraging the People of God: 1-5 
2.    God's chosen people: 6-10 
3.    Divine protection for God's people: 11-16 
4.    Sanctification for God's people: 17-19 
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5.    The unity of God's people: 20-23 
6.    The future glory for God's people: 24 
7.    God's love for God's people: 25-26 

1.  God’s People are given to Christ: vs 1-5 

1.  Exposition 

Verse 1:  When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, "Father, 
the hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, 

"The hour has come".  

To what was Jesus referring? It must be the cross; the coming drama of the atonement; the very 
thing that God had been working towards since the Fall. It had taken 2000 years to reach this 
"hour"; years of working from Abraham through all the OT narrative accounts, and now the very 
moment had arrived. The Son of God would now proceed to accomplish, through one act, all that 
would be needed for the Redemption of God's people. The hour had now come. 

This phrase also points to the cross being part of the predetermined plan of God. Peter refers to 
this in Acts 2:24 "This man was handed over to you by God's set purpose and foreknowledge; and 
you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross". And again in 1 Pet 
1:20   "He was chosen before the creation of the world,...." 

glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, 

Even though Jesus is about to face the terrors of crucifixion, it is the Father’s glory that occupies 
His mind. It is for this reason that Jesus prefaced those words with  “glorify your Son”. In the 
glorifying of Christ, God the Father will be glorified. The Trinity is one single unit. When One is 
glorified the other two are also glorified.  

The glory of Christ comes in the Cross. This is what Jesus says,  “Jesus replied, "The hour has 
come for the Son of Man to be glorified” (John 12:23). Then we read, "Now my heart is troubled, 
and what shall I say?`Father, save me from this hour'? No, it was for this very reason I came to this 
hour. Father, glorify your name!" Then a voice came from heaven, "I have glorified it, and will glorify 
it again.” (Jn 12:27-28). 
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Verse 2  For you granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those 
whom you have given him   

For you granted him authority over all people  

Jesus is Lord. He said the same after His resurrection,, "All authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to me” (Matt 28:18). The Sovereignty of the Son of God. 

Later, Paul was able to say, “God has highly exalted Him and bestowed on him the name that is  
above every name…” (Phil 2:9). The Sovereignty of the Son of God 

that he might give eternal life  

Eternal life is a gift, "... the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord" (Rom 6:23).  

Eternal life cannot be earned or deserved. It is a "gift". Jesus "gives eternal life". Eternal life is not 
given by the Church; or by Religion. It cannot be conferred through baptism or communion. Jesus 
is the only One with authority to give eternal life.  

to all those whom you have been given to him 

This teaching appears in vss 6 x2, 9,  24, making it five times in total suggesting that this is a very 
important teaching. In fact, the same appears in John 6:37 “All that the Father gives me…”; 6:39 
“all that He has given me”; 10:”My Father who has given them to me…”. 

The Divine Transaction. Something that happened, concerning the Christian, before the creation of 
the universe.  

Verse 3   Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, 
whom you have sent. 

 Now this is eternal life: 

What is this eternal life? What is the essence of it? When does it begin? Two answers are given. 

that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ…. 

First, we are told that the significance of eternal life is to "know...the only true God". The 
significance of this statement is seen in its definite monotheistic description of God. In the world of 
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the NT many gods were worshipped. The Jews held tenaciously to the fact that Yahweh was the 
only God and all other gods were either man-made or were really demons (1 Cor 10:20). 

that they may know you, ……. and Jesus Christ…. Christianity is relationship not religion. The 
Hebrew word "know" signifies something intimate, relational. It is all about knowing God not only to 
know about God. 

whom you have sent  

When the NT speaks of God sending His Son into the world the word speak of more than the 
Incarnation. This sending must relate to His death, resurrection and ascension. It is a term that 
covers the whole work of Christ. 

Verse 4   I have brought you glory on earth by completing the work you gave me to do. 

 I have brought you glory on earth  

Whilst we know that Christ came into the world to save sinners through His death and resurrection, 
the primary purpose was to bring glory to His Father.  This glory to the Father was brought to Him 
through the work of Christ “on earth”. 

by completing the work you gave me to do. 
  
First, Jesus "completed" the work of Salvation perfectly. His redemptive task was entirely fulfilled; 
nothing was overlooked of left undone. 

Secondly, what Christ accomplished was a "work". Jesus came to do a work. He did not come to 
be served by anyone; rather He came to serve, to work. It was a work that required all of His 
attention, focus and energies. It was a work that would begin in a manger and end in a tomb. He 
worked and paid the price for our salvation.  

Thirdly, this work the Father "gave me to do". He came to do the Father's bidding; to fulfil the 
Father's will and purpose. It was a work given to Him not by men, but by God. From His birth to His 
resurrection Christ was subservient to the Father.  

Verse 5   And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the 
world began. 

And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the world began. 
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Here is a clear indiction of the pre-existence of Christ. Jesus knew and enjoyed an existence with 
the Father before the creation of the world. He had a glory that He laid aside so that He could 
become Incarnate. It is of this of which Paul writes in Phil 2:6-7 describing how Jesus laid aside His 
glory, "made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a servant....." 

It is this statement that also proclaims Jesus to be God, Yahweh. In Isaiah 42:8 and 48:11, “My 
glory I will not give to another”. Yahweh proclaimed that He will not share His glory with anyone 
else. If God the Father and God the Son share their glory, they must both be Yahweh.  

before the world began 

Was this when the Father gave to the Son the work that He came into the world to do spoken of in 
vs 4? The Son was delegate to be the Redeemer even before the creation of the world.  

2.  Applications and Observations 

 1.   Christian People are for the glory of God: (verses 1, 4, 5).  

The  “Glory”  of either the Father or the Son is mentioned five times in three verses. 

The glory of God is the highest achievement that God is seeking.  The Father is asked to glorify the 
Son so that the Son may glorify the Father. 

It may be difficult for us to accept, but the scripture shows that God does everything for His own 
glory. We are not the centre of the universe. God’s actions do not find their ultimate fulfilment in us. 
God does everything for God. This may sound somewhat selfish when we are told to serve the 
interests of others rather than ourselves. 

However, it is necessary for God to seek an aim that must be not less than Himself. If He made 
man the final purpose for all His actions He would be establishing a much lower goal. Just as man 
seeks to achieve the highest goals with the bar getting higher and higher as inventions are made 
and improvements to our living standards, so God has to set the bar for Himself in Himself as He is 
the highest that He could achieve. 

Take for example the narrative description of God’s dealings with Pharaoh. God was in the 
business of redeeming His people from Egypt. God was inflicting the plagues on Egypt with a view 
to setting His people free was primarily to establish His own glory. This is what He says,  “For this 
time I will send all my plagues on you yourself, and on your servants and your people, so that you 
may know that there is none like me in all the earth” (Exodus 9:14). And again, “But for this 
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purpose I have raised you up, to show you my power, so that my name may be proclaimed in all 
the earth” (Exodus 9:16). 

Why did God preserve Israel keeping the nation in existence? The answer is found in Psalm 106:8 
“ Yet he saved them for his name's sake, that he might make known his mighty power”. This theme 
runs all through Ezekiel so that the prophet speak the words of God,"Therefore say to the house of 
Israel, Thus says the Lord GOD: It is not for your sake, O house of Israel, that I am about to act, 
but for the sake of my holy name, which you have profaned among the nations to which you 
came”. Eighty times in Ezekiel this theme is mentioned with God saying that He is acting for the 
sake of His own holy Name.  

Isaiah, some years earlier, spoke these words of God, “For my own sake, for my own sake, I do it, 
for how should my name be profaned? My glory I will not give to another” (Isaiah 48:11). 

When Paul writes to the Ephesians he tells them of a glorious event in the future which will 
demonstrate the ultimate purpose of our salvation, “(He) raised us up with him and seated us with 
him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he might show the 
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus” (Eph 2:6-7). This speaks 
of a grand exhibition in which God will display to the hosts of heaven “the riches of his grace in 
kindness towards us in Christ Jesus”. We will be the exhibits so that in us and through our 
salvation in Christ God will display His own glory.  
  
The Roman Empire placed much emphasis upon personal glory. Military leaders would have 
special public notices made in their honour depicting their great victories; Emperors would snatch 
glory and honour from each other in an attempt to be the most glorified and honoured in the nation; 
people would lose their lives if they did not honour the Emperor in worship giving him the greatest 
honour above all other gods.  

For this reason the NT is full of teaching which shows that above all, God alone is to be honoured. 
All glory, honour and esteem must be attributed to the Godhead.  

We are not taught that man is the primary reason for God’s redemption of sinners. This is how Paul 
presents it to us, “For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory 
forever.” (Rom 11:36). Notice how Paul involves everything in the glory of God, “from Him” - He is 
the originator of all things, all things that are planned and purposed in eternity; and then “through 
Him” - through the agency of the Spirit, the power of God; and then ultimately “to Him” - for His own 
glory. So the conclusion is, “to Him be glory for ever”. 

Think on this, “to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus” (Eph 3:21). The Son will glorify the 
Father, but also the Church will be to the glory of the Father.  
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Then there is that glorious picture in heaven “And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth 
and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, saying, "To him who sits on the throne 
and to the Lamb be blessing and honour and glory and might forever and ever!”  And the four living 
creatures said, "Amen!" and the elders fell down and worshiped” (Rev 5:13-14). 

This has a very unusual and significant effect upon Christian assurance of salvation. If everything 
is for the glory of God, and God is most glorified in our personal salvation it says much about 
Christian assurance and certainty.  

If God had eyes only for our personal happiness and future security then we might have cause to 
be concerned that we could lose our salvation, thinking that it all depended upon our personal 
efforts. Knowing our weakness we can be assured that we will fail.  

This is why Jesus says “And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that 
he has given me, but raise it up on the last day” (John 6:39). This is not for our sakes alone. 
Rather, the Son cannot lose any of those whom the Father has given Him, because if He did lose 
any then the Father would not be glorified. Satan would have triumphed.  

But this is not true. Ultimately God has His eye upon His own personal glory. If we fail He fails. If 
we lose, He loses. There is too much at stake for God to allow us to fail to persevere and be 
successful in our salvation. It is all here in this passage, especially vs 1, 4,5. Do not look at yourself 
as the end and purpose of your salvation. It is not you that is so important to God. It is His own 
glory and honour.  

2.  Christian People and Two Divine Transactions  (vs 2-4) 

1.  “The work you gave me to do”.  (vs 4). The First Divine Transaction 

This is an agreement between the Father and the Son. It is an agreement (covenant or transaction) 
that concerned the word Jesus would accomplish on the cross.  

When was this transaction made? When did the Father give the work of atonement to the Son? 
This can only have happened in the glory “before the world began” (vs 5). This Divine Transaction 
when the Son was allotted the work of Redemption took place in eternity.The work of Redemption 
was planned from before the creation of the world. It was there that the Son made the agreement 
to become Incarnated, “Then I said, "Behold, I have come; in the scroll of the book it is written of 
me:  I delight to do your will, O my God; your law is within my heart."(Ps 40:7-8).  
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There was a kind of Divine Counsel meeting in the glory within the Trinity before anything existed. 
At this meeting of the Persons of the Godhead various roles were distributed to each Person. The 
Father would be responsible for sending the Son into the world; the Son would become the 
incarnate redeemer, and the Spirit the Person to apply this salvation to the hearts of individuals.  

2.    “all whom you have given him” (2).  The Second Divine Transaction 

This is an agreement between the Father and the Son in relation to the salvation of His People. It 
was a transaction that had to do with our salvation.  

This phrase is repeated five times within this Prayer of Jesus; vs 2, 6 x2, 9, 24 indicating that this 
phrase is most significant. It is an integral part of the salvation process. Something happened in  
the Godhead before the foundation of the world. Something, with reference to Christian people 
took place in the Divine Counsel. Not only were the three Persons given roles, but also the people 
of God were a part of this Divine Transaction. We were given by the Father to the Son.  
  
It is this that Paul is referring to in Eph 1:4 “…he chose us in him before the foundation of the 
world”. This is election; predestination. It means that our salvation did not begin at the point of our 
personal conversion; neither did it begin at the cross; neither did it begin in Bethlehem. It began in 
eternity; it began in the Divine Counsel of the Godhead. We were chosen in Christ before creation.  

There are three stages in this Divine Transaction respecting the people of God.  

First, we are owned by the Father, “ Yours they were….” (vs 6).  
Second, we were given by the Father to the Son, “and you gave them to me”  ( 2, 6).  
Thirdly, the Son gives them eternal life, “ to give eternal life to all whom you have given him” (2). 

Here it seems that Jesus is singling out of "all flesh" the elect who are from every part of the world. 
Eternal life is not given to everyone in the world (i.e, "all flesh") but only to those whom the Father 
has given to the Son. "All those whom you have given to him" comprise all of the elect, not just the 
disciples. Jesus will refer to this larger number in vs 24. 

When did  the Father give these people to the Son and why did  the Father perform this act? Two 
questions that need to be answered.  

Given that Jesus is asking to be glorified by the Father with the "glory I had with you before the 
world began" (vs 5), this act of the Father giving people to the Son must also take place before the 
creation of the world as it is seen to be the way the Father glorifies the Son (vs 1-2). Christ will be 
glorified in the redeemed. 
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This also answers the second question concerning why the Father gave them to His Son. The 
Father did this in order to glorify the Son but also because it is the Son's prerogative to be the 
Saviour of sinners. Salvation can only come to sinners through union with the Son. The elect must 
be given to Christ for salvation; election alone does not save. Here is election and personal 
salvation bound together. 

3.      Christian People are encouraged from this teaching 

One of our major failings is that we do not understand the significance and wonder of being 
Christian people. We seem to think that the only way to get comfort is to turn to those texts that 
most speak to our situation. However, there is another method. This is to learn something about 
our magnificent salvation and to focus upon the details of what God, in Christ, has accomplished 
for us.  

It is for this reason that this teaching about the transaction that has taken place between the Father 
and Son in eternity concerning your salvation is so important to us. It is as if the Father and Son 
have gone out of their way not only to ensure that redemption was perfectly accomplished, but also 
that it became perfectly applied. You were originally owned and possessed by God, and then in 
election given to the Son. He, through His work of Redemption, has been able to give this perfect 
salvation to all those who were previously given to Him by the Father, “since you have given him 
authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him” (vs 2).  

Look at the three stages in the Divine transaction.  

First, you were owned by the Father from before the foundation of the world.  
Secondly, you were then handed over to the Son, also before the foundation of the world.  
Thirdly in this time-space universe of ours, the Son, as a gift, gave you eternal life. He gave you 
this eternal life because it was the Father who first gave you to the Son.  

 It is for this reason that our salvation is safe and secure. Jesus said, “And this is the will of him 
who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it up on the last 
day” (Jn 6:39). Similarly, in these words also, “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they 
follow me. I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my 
hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them 
out of the Father's hand” (John 10:27-30). 
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Then, in the history of this time/space world, the Holy Spirit aroused you from being dead in your 
trespasses and sin, give you New Birth bringing you historically to repentance and faith in Christ. 
But the important point here is that you must not spend so much time thinking of your own 
historical conversion, thinking that this and this alone was the cause of your salvation. You must 
think much bigger than this and look into the Godhead and see what the Father and Son have 
been doing about you and for you.  

Some people might be thinking that this teaching shows that conversion, evangelism and the need 
for repentance and faith in Christ is unnecessary.  What is the answer? The answer is found in 
comparing these two issues.  

A] In vs 4 we are told that the Son was given specific work to undertake, “the work that you gave 
me to do”. This was given to Him in eternity.  

However, it was necessary that this work be carried out on this planet “on earth”. The planning in 
eternity was not enough. That would not and could not appease the wrath of God and be the 
means of providing forgiveness to sinners. So, Jesus was able to say, “I glorified you on earth, 
having accomplished the work that you gave me to do” (vs 4). Yes, it was planned in eternity, but it 
had to be worked out in practice in this time-space universe of ours on earth. The Divine Counsel 
was not enough. He had to become incarnate on this earth; He had to life in obedience on this 
earth; and He had to die and rise again on this earth.  

B]   In vs 2 (and the other five verses) we are told that in the Divine Counsel we were given, by the 
Father, to the Son, “all whom you have given him”. Before the foundation of the world we were 
elected and placed in Christ; we were predestined to be saved.  

However, election and predestination does not save anyone. We were born into this world sons 
and daughters of Adam, being his guilt and sin, and under condemnation, “children of wrath” (Eph 
2:3). Election did not and could not absolve us from our sin. It is necessary for us to undergo 
regeneration through the ministry of the Spirit, be brought to repentance and then saving faith in 
Christ who died for sinners. Conversion must take place on this planet. Personal salvation must 
happen on this earth.  

“Why are we given all this information?” The answer is simple. These things are written for our 
learning so that through our learning we may have comfort and encouragement. It tells us that our 
salvation is secure. Indeed, it is doubly secure. It is secure because salvation is ultimately for the 
glory of God, and it is secure because all our salvation has been in the capable hands of God.  

What do we need to do in the light of all of this? We need to form the habit of always beginning 
with God and not ourselves. It is imperative that we become thoroughly God conscious and move 
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away from being so man-centred. It is for this reason we are given so much doctrinal teaching in 
the Epistles. People are apt to rush through the doctrine in their desire to get to the practical parts, 
but they do so at their own risk. We are meant to think God-ward first. Only then will the practical 
sections of the letters become meaningful.  

Is it possible that so many of our troubles as Christians are due to our love of the subjectivity. We 
always want to begin with ourselves; our happiness; our peace; our wellbeing. As a result we 
become easily troubled when difficulties arise thinking that perhaps God has left us and no longer 
cares for us.  

Start with God and His glory and then think about what was done for you before the foundation of 
the world. Think about this glorious salvation, so rich and meaningful. It is this that brings you your 
desired happiness, peace and meaning in life.  Begin with the objective and then move to the 
subjective. Give some thought to the way that God thinks about you. Let these teachings direct you 
to the way God has such an interest in you; an interest that began before the foundation of the 
world; an interest and commitment that means He will not lose you. There is far too much at stake 
for God to lose you.  

There is a sense that once we grasp this concept of the glory or God and the plan of God in our 
salvation our problems begin to be instantly solved. We still struggle with life, the world, Satan and 
sin, but as we do so we relate everything to this glorious enormous salvation into which God has 
placed us.  

Richard Lee.   January 2017
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